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My  children  have  often  expressed  a  wish  tha^t  I  should 
write  these  reminiscences;  and  many  intimate  friends 
have  expressed  the  same  desire. 

I  may  say  I  have  grown  up  with  the  growth  of  Ontario, 
once  Upper  Canada,  and  my  father,  coming  before  my 
birth  some  ten  years,  gave  me  also  much  informatior. 
Before  I  was  born  he  had  lived,  since  the  year  1802,  or 
thereabouts,  in  the  theii  wild  but  beautiful  county  of 
Norfolk,  at  the  locality  where  the  town  of  Simcoe  stands, 
and  carried  on  a  store,  possessed  a  large  farm,  and  was 
given  much  to  hunting  the  abundant  game  of  that  region. 
He  then  was  married  to  an  English  lady,  not  my  mother, 
whom  he  had  married  in  1797,  in  London,  England,  and 
brought  out  with  him  to  Canada  about  the  year  1804, 
leaving  three  of  his  children  to  be  ed'icated  in  London, 
who  afterwards  came  out,  in  1810,  after  the  birth  of  my 
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brotluM-  ( Jcoruv,  ami  Mic  tra<^ic  cU^ath  of  liis  Hrst  wife  by  a 
fall  ill  foiniiif^  <1o\vm  tiic  then  dangerous  mountain  at  Ham- 
ilton. He  had  houiiht,  in  about  the  year  ISOo,  a  beautiful 
fai-iii  in  Hamilton,  liereafti'i'  alluded  to,  and  built  a  house 
in  which  I  was  born,  hereafter  also  deseriVted,  preparatory  to 
settlinir  there.  In  Norfolk  a  clerk  nanuMl  Peter  DesJardin 
acted  for  him  in  attendin;^'  to  the  store.  Mt^  had  a  colored 
woman  who  was  an  a])pr('nticed  slave,  for  l)y  law  in 
Hpper  Canada  a  soi't  of  senu-slavery  was  allowi'd  tluai. 
(Jeorge,  my  lialf-bi'other,  a  child  aixjut  a  year  old,  born  in 
ISO.'),  was  in  care  o!  'his  colored  woman — on  horseback, 
and  Peter  DesJardin  jiftei'wards  known  in  Dundas)  was 
also  on  horseliack.  My  father  and  his  then  wife  were  in 
what  was  called  a  two-wdieel-curricle,  and  in  conun£f  down 
the  moinitain,  by  an  accident  she  was  thrown  out  on  the 
rocks  and  injured  so  that  she  died.  This  was  tin?  first 
trae-ie  accident  that  had  so  ha))pened,  and  there  was  no 
ceuKitery  in  existence.  She  was  buried,  and  her  tomb 
existed  for  many  years  on  this  farm,  which  1  luive  often 
seen  in  my  after  years.  The  father  of  the  now  venerable 
Dr.  William  Case  was  sent  for  to  attend  on  this  unfor- 
tunate lady,  who  died  ahnost  inmiediately. 

I  allude  to  this  misfortune  of  an  early  date  in  Hamilton 
as  one  connected  with  my  father  inci<ient  to  my  family, 
and  my  brother  George,  a  child,  thus  was  brought  up  with 
us  as  one  of  the  children  afterwards.  People  of  this  Ciay 
can  little  imagine  the  condition  of  the  wild,  unsettled  state 
of  Upper  Canada  then,  especially  as  to  roads  and  the  dan- 
gers in  going  down  the  Hamilton  mountain.  Indian  paths 
alone  guided  people  in  their  travels  in  many  places,  and 
the  town,  as  w^e  call  it,  of  Hamilton  was  all  farm  land. 
Many  of  the  oldest  families  of  Upper  Canada  lived  in 
Norfolk  then— such  as  the  Ryersons,  Rolphs,  Salmons, 
Walshes,  etc. 
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My  narnitivo  l)c^inH,  naturally,  1)V  askinu':  Wiiat  is 
h  child's  incinoiy  in  infant  years,  and  what  interest 
can  anyone  have  in  it  ^  I  am  al»out  to  trace  my 
nieinorie.s  of  an  infant  mind,  which  are,  at  my  ^reat 
H*T(^  of  f(mr  score  and  live  and  a-linlf  years,  (juite  dis- 
tinct, although  at  the  time  T  was  only  two  and  a-half 
years,  at  most  three  years,  oM.  At  tlie  latter  ao-e,  in  1814, 
I  remember  with  distinctness  the  announcement  to  me  one 
mornin"",  while  standini>"  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  leading 
to  the  aecon<l  H(x)r  a,nd  ni}'^  mother's  apartments,  in  our 
then  stone  house  under  the  mountain's  brow,  situated  at 
the  upper  end  (jf  John  Street,  th(i  news  of  my  brother 
Alonzo's  birth,  when  one  of  my  sisters  said,  "  Charlie,  you 
have  got  another  little  brother." 

It  will  now  be  asked :  And  when  was  you  born,  and 
where  ?  As  I  am  the  only  survivin<;'  child  of  my  father's 
once  larixe  family,  and  all  the  memories  of  the  dear  ones 
composing  it  are  passed  to  the  grave — the  grave  that  claims, 
and  will  claim,  us  all — I  can  only  tell  the  past.  We,  of 
course,  like  all  families,  had  a  family  record,  and  talked 
about  such  things.  I  was  born  on  the  ninth  day  of 
April,  1811,  in  the  rural  locality  of  Hamilton — now  con- 
sisting of  the  beautiful  city  of  Hamilton — then  only  a 
series  of  half-cultivated  farms,  one  of  which  my  father 
owned.  It  was  in  April,  my  favorite  month,  just  as  the 
flowers  were  springing  up  in  the  woods,  and  the  birds 
were  commencing  to  come  from  the  south  to  greet  us  with 
gentle  songs  and  whistlings  in  the  sunny  air.  What 
birds  ?  3''ou  will  say.  Why,  the  pheebe,  with  its  plaintive 
cry  of  "  Phoebe !  Ph(iebe ! "  about  our  houses  and  ban.s, 
and  the  red-breasted  robin,  and  the  blue-bird,  with  its 
cerulean  blue  back  and  red  breast,  with  sweet  notes  in  the 
air,  as  it  flew  about  our  gardens  and  fields.  Sweet  and 
lovely  spring  birds,  when  the  snow  leaves  us,  come  again 
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to  tlieir  t'onnur  hiiuiits  to  cheer  us,  and  liow  we  love  them  ! 
From  hearsay  I  know  tlie  flowers  were  out  then  in  the 
woods,  for  I  had  two  sisters,  recently  brought  out  from 
England — IMjiria,  aged  twelve,  and  Harriet,  aged  about  ten, 
who  had  gone  on  the  day  of  my  birth  to  the  mountaiji's 
woody  sides,  and  plucked  from  the  fallen  leaves,  Just  as 
they  were  peeping  up  to  get  the  sun,  some  lovely  little 
daisies,  and  had  brought  and  laid  tlicm  near  me  on  my 
mother's  bosom.  My  father  s  house  was  surrounded  with 
lovely  forest  trees.  iJy  sister  Maria,  in  her  old  age  often 
told  me  about  this  incident,  but  she  has  departed  this  life 
some  six  years  ago  at  the  great  age  of  ninety-two  years. 
She  had  a  wonderful  memory,  not  only  of  events  in 
Hamilton,  but  of  London,  England.  I  was  her  favorite 
child  in  infancy ;  she  used  to  nurse  me,  and  during  her 
life  often  spoke  of  gathering  these  April  flowers. 

How  beautiful  it  is  to  watch  the  budding  trees  and 
flowers ;  much  more  so  the  budding  of  the  human  mind. 
I  have  had  a  great  many  childr'  i,  more  perhaps  than  any 
man  in  Toronto  or  Hamilton,  and  have  watched  their  little 
minds,  and  even  now,  when  old,  I  delight  to  do  so.  I  will 
try  to  bring  up  in  memory  what  my  young  mind  thought, 
and  the  many  striking  incidents  presented. 

This  incident  of  the  birth  of  my  youngest  brother,  and 
the  situation  of  the  hall  and  stairway,  are  still  remem- 
bered, as  well  as  the  words  in  substance  spoken  to  me.  I 
have  met  others  who  can  recall  their  memories  at  the 
age  of  three  years,  or  earlier  perhaps. 

I  was  born  a  year  and  some  months  before  the  war  of 
1812  in  Canada,  and,  naturally,  soldiers  would  be  about 
my  father's  liouse.  The  close  of  this  war  was,  nominally, 
in  1814;  it  commenced  in  August.  1812,  but  the  fiercest 
battle  in  it  was  fought  at  New  Orleans,  in  January,  1815, 
between    General    Andrew    Jackson,    the    American,   and 
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Geiin-Ml  l*,ikt!nli.iiii,  on  tlic  Britisli  siHc.  Tl»i<^  war,  it  was 
PuppostMl  in  (aiiafla,  would  contimie  lounger,  ami  anioii^- 
the  artifice;  j^icatly  lU'tMlLMl  in  tlujso  early  <lays  was  salt. 
My  I'atlh'r  umlci'sKHjd  tliat  Ik-  foiild  cany  on  salt  works  at 
a  place  (Si'iith  s  (yrcok)  n(>ar  IJcilcvilK',  and  also  carry  on 
his  atori;.  For  tliis  reason,  and  others,  he  determined  to 
sell  his  I'arni  fit  Hamilton,  and  «(0  to  Belleville.  My  t'atlier 
was  uiueh  ii'iveH  to  ehaniiinj":  his  local  residence.  He  had 
no  otlict'  to  de[)en<l  upon,  which  he  had  al'terw;  rds  in 
18l(j-lN.  Besides,  the  locality  of  Belleville  and  the  Bay  of 
Quinte,  or  Canty,  as  it  is  vul<^arly  called,  is  peculiai-ly 
lovely,  central,  and  was  well  settled  in  the  early  days  of 
Canada  by  U.  E.  Loyalists. 

His  determination  to  sell  the  Hamilton  farm  was  made, 
and  he  did  so,  to  the  late  Mr.  George  Hamilton,  an  estim- 
able man,  one  of  the  large  family  of  Hamiltons,  of  Niagara 
district.  I  knew  Mr.  Hamilton  well  for  many  years  in 
Hamilton,  where  he  was  the  Treasurer  of  the  counties  of 
Went  worth  antl  Halton.  He  was  also  once  a  represen- 
tative in  the  Prv>vincial  Legislature,  superseding  my  father 
about  the  year  1822.  It  may  be  as  well  here  to  speak  of 
this  valuable  farm,  sold  to  Mr.  Hamilton.  It  consisted, 
as  before  said,  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  the  boundaries 
running  from  the  mountain  top  to  King  Street  North,  to 
James  Street  on  the  west  side  and  to  Wellington  Street  in 
the  east,  mostly  under  culture,  which  would  now  take  in 
most  of  the  valual)le  property  of  Hamilton,  including  the 
Oourt-house  and  wholesale  stores,  now  existing.  He  sold  it 
for  S3,000,  at  that  time  considered  a  good  price.  Remem- 
ber, there  were  no  houses  on  it  except  the  stone  house 
spoken  of.  The  appearance  of  Hamilton  (not  called  so 
then)  was  always  beautiful  from  the  effects  of  the  forests 
on  the  mountain,  the  rich  land,  and  the  beautiful  bay  in 
front  of  it. 
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It  may  l>e  well,  before  ugai»i  referring  to  .uy  yuuug 
iiieiiiory,  ju.st  to  .say  .sonietliing  about  my  I'atlier  aiu.l 
motljer,  uii«l  their  t'amilie.s.  They  were  botli.in  an  eminent 
MMiHe,  eHpecially  my  lather,  })ioiieer.s  in  C.^iiuuhi.  My 
latlier  was  an  emigrant  Knglish  gentleman  who  came  to 
Canaila  tlrst  as  early  as  ISOO,  or  1«S01,  and  my  mother  came 
to  Hamilton  with  her  father  and  motlier  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  near  Lake  (.'ayuga,  about  the  same  period. 
She  was  originally,  I  brlievc,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, where  her  father,  Hugh  Morrison,  became  a 
volunteer  in  the  army  of  (Jeorge  Washington,  in  the 
American  revolutionary  wars.  He  had  a  large  family  of 
boys  and  girls ;  she  was  not  the  youngest  child,  but  was 
born  in  1791.  My  father  was  born  in  Monmouthsliire, 
Wales,  in  1775.  Hi.s  town-birthplace  was  Abergavenny, 
where  his  father's  regiment  was  stationcnl  at  the  time.  I 
was  told,  in  the  lifetime  of  n)y  late  brother,  James  J)urand, 
of  Kingston,  that  tlie  stone  or  brick  liouse  in  which  our 
father  was  born  still  stands  there — said  to  be  claimed  by  no 
one.  I  need  not  here  give  more  than  a  general  statement 
of  the  respective  families  of  my  parents,  who c  memories 
are  dear  to  me,  but  will  just  say  that  my  father  had  two 
brothers,  and  T  believe  as  n)any  as  four  sisters,  and  that 
his  father  was  a  British  oflicer  of  high  raid<,  and  a  well- 
educated  man. 

Our  family  was  originally,  over  two  hundred  years 
ago,  French,  having  be<^i'  forced  to  leave  France  owing  to 
the  persecution  of  the  Huguenots  (to  which  great  party  it 
was  attached)  by  the  wicked  papal  party  after  the  St.  Bar- 
tholomew massacre  and  snbse([uent  persecutions,  particu- 
larly under  the  influence  of  Mary  De  Medici,  the  Italian 
Papist  queen  of  the  king  of  France,  who  drove  the  Protes- 
tants out  of  France. 

I  cannot  divest  this  history  of  myself  from  that  of  my 
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t'jitluT  in  many  ivsp«'ftM,  and  will  have  ol'Un  to  rcl\'i'  to  Iiis 
history  and  soni«*  of  uiy  Ijrotlicr.s.  My  fatlvr's  inotlKT  was 
a  Wi'ish  lady  named  Julia  Watei'M,  a  descendant  of  tlie 
Llewellyn  family,  an  i  married  my  j(rand*'atlier  in  WaleH. 
who,  my  Hister  Maria  said,  Wiis  a  note«l  liomlon  l)eaiity 
in  her  day.  This  sister  lived  with  Iut.  was  present  when 
slie  died,  early  in  this  century. 

My  dear  mother  (we  love  our  mothers,  for  they  «;;enerally 
take  ;jrt;at  interest  in  their  sons)  was  a  vei-y  amiable 
w<Mnan,  and  died  \ery  youn*;  (beinj^  only  thiily-seven). 
Her  toml)  and  that  of  my  father,  one  brother,  (ieor^^e,  one 
sister.  .Maria  (the  a^ed  one),  can  be  seen  in  the  once 
famous  town  of  Ancastcr,  which  is  now  so  dila])idated, 
erected  in  the  old  Kn^lish  Church  cemeteiy  tlici-c.  My 
mother  had  many  sisters,oneof  wlujm  1  slu;Il  })resently  refer 
to  as  one  of  my  infant  nurses  in  I<S12.  Their  names  were 
Jane,  Charlotte,  Sarah,  and  my  mother's  name  was  Kezia. 
One  of  Job's  beautiful  dauii'hters  had  that  name.  Her 
brothers  were  Alexande)'.  ReulH'n,  llu^h  and  Kphraim. 
Her  aL;ed  mother  was  a  very  pleasant  \ew  Knifland  woman, 
of  a  family  named  Henderson.  Her  fatln  r  was  a  strong 
manly  New  Enfjjland}iiKui.  over  six  fret  tall,  one  of  the  haidy, 
men  who  composed  Cenei'al  (jleoroe  Washinjrton's  army. 
This  army  at  one  time  had  to  march  and  Hj;ht  barefooted  :  I 
think  my  maternal  j^randfatln  r  told  nic  ^o.  Hisnanu'  was 
Hugh  Morri.son.  I  will  again  i-el'ei-  to  this  matter  in  a 
future  chapter.  I  had  a  brotlur. lames  who  talked  a  great 
deal  to  me  whilst  sitting  on  his  knee,  of  our  intended 
journey  to  the  beautiful  Day  of  Canty— (Quinte) — in  the 
coming  winter  of  1815,  and  of  all  the  great  things  to  be 
seen.  He  spoke  of  a  well-known  family  of  McDougall, 
probably  of  Uakville,  one  of  whom  was  called  Dugald 
McDougall.  The  name  is  distinct  in  my  memory,  also  my 
brother's  talk  to  me  about  the  journey. 
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I)«;ri)r«'  |n*()c«'('(liii^'.  I  nmst  incut  ion  a  tew  iiiMttciH  that 
occuri'cd  ill  my  latlin's  Ifoinr  in  llMmilton.  If  wluit 
[  Htiy  Ih'  a  suptTstitioii.  a  I'aiK'v,  as  it  wri't-  or  not,  iH  foi' 
othiTN  to  iiulirr,  lait  I  tliiiik  it  is  real.  I  have;  always  Imm-m 
under  tin;  lu'lid',  and  am  wtill  so,  tliat  a  special  Pi'ovidiMice, 
from  inl'ancy  u|),  lias  euai-dcfj  me  IVcan  death.  Many 
instaiifcs  oi'  it  in  this  history  ol"  my  life  will  lie  Ljiven.  I 
will  now  ^^ive  one.  My  father  had  a  lai-;;e  farm,  as  meii- 
tione(l,  f'overine-  thu  eliiijf  part  of  the  n<»w  soiitlu'i'n  part  of 
Hamilton,  and  had  a  h^nl  of  cattle,  amon^;st  them  a  vicious 
hull.  The  hidl  was  a  tei  roi-  to  many  of  the  nei^hhorin^ 
farmers.  'I'he  viMierahle  Dr.  Willia  ii  Case,  of  Hamilton, 
now  over  ninetv-live  years  old.  told  me  some  years  am), 
that  he  remend)ered  this  hull  as  a  l)()y  then  leu  yeai's  old. 
My  Aunt  Sarah,  sister  of  my  moihei-,  was  pai't  of  tiie  time 
my  nurse  when  a  child,  and  once  was  walkin;^'  in  the  harn- 
yard  with  me  in  her  arms — wlien  I  was  ahout  a  year 
old.  She  <lid  not  notice  the  bull.  Me  came  upon  her  sud- 
denly as  she  was  standing;-  near  a  hi^h  fence  with  me  in  her 
arms,  and  cau<;ht  her  up  on  his  horns  and  threw  her  over 
tlie  fence  on  the  o[)posite  side,  where  lie  could  not  reach 
her,  bellowing*'  in  an«,^er.  Ovei'  she  went,  holding  nic  firndy 
and  safely,  unharmed,  and  was  not  herself  nuich  hurt.  The 
bull  could  not  follow  up  his  angry  intention,  which  he 
might  have  done  if  she  had  been  thrown  on  his  side  of  the 
fence.  What  might  have  happened  to  her  and  me  may  be 
imagined.  This  herd  of  cattle  was  mostly  killed,  and 
ravens  and  crows  were  numerous  in  conse(|Ucnce,  some  of 
which  were  shot.  A  wounded  one  was  brought  home  and 
hopped  about  the  yard.  I  recollect  chasing  it  about,  as  a 
little  child,  and  driving  it  under  the  house. 

I  was  always  in  infant  years  (particularly  in  my  youth 
as  a  boy)  fond  of  fowls  and  all  kinds  of  poultry.  So  on 
this  farm  I  recollect  running  after  the  ducks.     I  believe  I 
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injun'tl  one  and  wus  eorrocted  for  it.  Tlit'  lumsc  nf  wliicli 
I  havf  spoken  was  tho  only  ^ood  one  (lien  in  tip'  villajro, 
huilt  ])i()l)Ml)ly  in  IMOl-,  into  which  \uy  lallicr  moved  in 
|s()(i.  The  war  of  I  S|  2  caused  m.-iny  soldiers  to  t're«|uent 
the  h(jusu,  and  I  iemeiMl)er  seein;;'  tlieni  very  well.  On  on*? 
occasion  (of  which  I  will  speak  more  nt  lar<:^e  when  dcscril)- 
inj?  the  war)  (Jeneral  Sir  Isaac  Jlrock.  liieutenant  John 
Bevei'ley  Kohinson.  afterwards  riiicf  Justice  in  T^ppo- 
Canada,  ( 'olonel  Macdonald.  who  was  killed  at  <^>iieens(on 
Hei«rhts  afterwards,  passed  throu;;h  llandlton,  th«'n  called 
Htn-linLicton.  on  their  way  to  Detroit  to  oppose  Oeneral 
Hull,  with  !\  cojiipany  of  soldiers,  in  Auj^ust,  1812,  from 
York,  and  took  dinner  at  my  fathers  houso,  pnssinjr  on 
<|uickly  throu«^h  the  woods.     My  sistt^r  told  me  of  this. 

In  January,  IM15.  our  family  entered  n])on  the  then  long 
Journey  to  Belleville,  in  sleds — we  must  have  had  at  least 
three, and  three  sp.-m  of  horses.  All  I  i-enuMuber  about  this 
was  the  talk  of  the  famiU'.  and  mv  brother  James'  stories 
to  me.  Probably  we  started  early  and  accomplished  the 
first  day's  journey  to  the  then  little  villa<^e  of  York,  which 
is  forty  miles,  not  a  diHicnlt  feat  in  ^ood  sleij^hin^.  We 
had  in  family  my  jvirents,  my  elder  brotlier  James,  then 
fifteen;  my  sistei-  .Maria,  seventeen:  and  sister  Harriet, 
thirteen;  brother  (Jeorgc,  ten  :  broth<*r  Henry,  seven ;  self, 
three  and  nine  months:  brothei*  Ferdinand,  two  years; 
Alonzo,  a  baby  in  arms,  and  the  drivers.  We  took  our 
ordinary  furniture.  I  i-emember  the  fact  of  being  in 
York  very  distinctly,  our  family,  my  mother,  sitting 
iiround  a  blazing  fire  with  myself  and  Henry.  For  some 
reason,  I  don't  remember  what,  Henry  annoyed  me,  and  I 
very  hastily  and  angrily  struck  him  with  the  tongs.  That 
is  quite  distinct  in  my  mind,  and  sorry  am  I  to  say  it. 
Boys  should  never  strike  each  other — let  their  par'ents 
settle  their  (juarrels. 
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'I'Iu;m'  v«'Im»'h  Used  to  ln'  muii;;  t«)  iii«'  wlnii  u  cliild  by  iii)t 
uiotlicr  and  siMtiTM,  aii<l  will  u|*|)ly  in  tliis  ocruHion. 

"  fiUt  llo^s  ilcli^ht  to  Ixiik  mill  liiti-, 
For  <}<>«!  Imtli  nmdc  tltuiii  ho  ; 
Li't  Im'ui'h  liixl  liuiiH  ui'owl  ;iiiil  tii(lit. 
For  'tis  llieii  iiittiiro  to. 

"  Hut  children,  y<»u  <li«iiilil  iii  vi-vlft 
Your  Hilary  pUHsioiiH  rino  ; 
\'<)\u-  little  liiimis  wi'fo  iicvtM-  nculo 
To  li'iir  each  otiioi's  uyos. 

**  Lot  lovn  through  nil  your  u«'ti<>Ms  inn, 
Ami  nil  your  wttriU  W'  tniltl, 
IjVf  iilii*  (iiul's  ht'lovi'ci  Sou, 
That  swL-et  uiul   Holy  Child.  ' 

'Ihc  locality  of  this  hotel,  at  wliicli  ui-  st«>j'i»t*(i  over 
iii«;l»t,  I  \w\'v  tlum^dit  was  near  mii*  pi-eseiit  market,  but  it 
inav  have  been  at  .birdaii  l^)st"s  inn,  near  the  corner  of 
liay  and  Kinjjf  Streets,  whcrr  I  have  hrard  there  was  vms 
althoa<;h  thorc  was  one  near  tlio  uiark»t.  The  )irincipal 
l«»ealities  of  those  da\'s  wm;  \  er\  difU-mit  IVoni  our 
modern  times.  Toronto,  then  Vork.  lay  mostly  on  the 
l)on,  near  (loodt  rham's  distillery,  or  the  old  piol,  and 
From  thoH«i  places  to  the  present  market. 

The  old  Parliametit  House  was  on  the  Don  in  the  late 
war  of  1812,  and  was  burnt  up  by  the  Americana  in  1^13, 
when  they  took  the  town  of  Vork.  There,  too,  many  houses 
were  built,  and  liitrher  u))  on  l^rincess  Street  and  the  foot 
of  Jarvis  Street,  tlu^  principal  stores  existed,  such  as  Mr. 
Monroe's,  old  Mr.  Cawthra's,  and  old  Mr.  Allan's  office.  (Ud 
Colonel  George  Du(fj;an  liad  a  house,  perliaps  a  stori;,  on 
the  corner  of  Princess  and  Kin^-  Streets. 

Well,  on  the  day  after  my  infant  escapade  with  my  .lea,r 
br»)ther  Henry,  Avhom   I   had  struck.  Init   not  injured,  wt$ 
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tt^Hin  HtiirtcMl  fUMtwani  aIt)Ui;  the  ScjiiUirn  Knail  iii  tint  wil- 
donu'HH,  and  arrived  at   iii^^lit  (a  v»'rv  cold  ni^lit)  at  th»'» 
Kou;r<;    Hill  and   rivrr,  and   Iwui   to   put  up  in  a   erowdrd 
country  inn,  wln'iv  soldiers  wen*,  and  nt-ar  wliit'li   Indians 
were  alt**/.      Tlirrf  was  not   room    lor  us      Stran^io  to  say, 
liere  an  inei<l<'nt   <Kruir«'d   whieli    I   r«'in«'ndM'r,  and   whioh 
miirlit  strike   an  infants  inin<l.     A   I'ro/cn   colt    had   lu'ett 
hroutjjht    in    to   warm    up,   and   was    in    one    ol'    the    poor 
l)edN  of  the  inn.      It  had   to  Im>  taken  out  to  mi'ke   room 
for  our  lar<(»'  family,  and  a  i(»u<^di   room  and   hrd  utilized. 
We  managed  to  ^et  on  as  w«'il  as  po.ssihle  in   this  rou^h 
iini    ill    one    «)f    the   th«'n   wildcsi    places   to   In*    found,    in 
the  mitlst  of  wintei-,  and  the  next   dav  hurried  on  to  INirt 
Hope — called   Smith's  Ci'eek  then.      Here  the  well-known 
family  of  the  Smiths  lived,  of  whom  .John  Shutej"  Smith, 
a   lawyer,  well   known   in  Toronto  twenty  od<l  years  ai;<j 
as  a  partnci'  of  .Mr.  K.  1*.  ('rooks,  and  also  the  late  .lMdj;;o 
Smith,  of  Lindsay — ^.jud;;*'  thi)*ty  yars  ,ii;o     and  the  Hon 
orahle  Sidney  Smith,   late   of  Cohonr;;-,   now   dead    many 
years,  were  .sons.      It   was  a  lovely  spot,  had  a  beautiful 
rivei"  and   hi<j^h    hills   aroimd    it.      Now,    Port    Hope    is   its 
iiaiiR',  and  a  lovelv  town  it  is.      L  cannot  remember  anv 
incident  there,  or  any  until  we  arrived  at  oin-  destination 
(probal)ly  on  the  fourth  day)  at  the  Bay  of  (^)uinte,and  took 
u)>  our  aboile  foi*  the   wintti',  .summer  and  year   1815  .iiid 
half  of    IHKi;    but    in    tin     followini;  summei-  of    181.*'    1 
very    distinctly    remember    many    incidents.     My    fathv-r 
opened  a  store:   prepared  to  enter  on  makin*;"  salt;   had 
a  blacksmith's  shop  and  a  man  named  Jell'rey,  who  wa.s 
bitten  by  a  mad  do(^—  one  of  my  father's,  for  he  had  a 
great  fancy   for  doos.  atid  had  many  choice  ones  always 
about  him.     He  was  pji  excellent  sIk    — a  hunter,  in  tact, 
in  his  young  day.s.     The  Pmy  of  Quinte  was  full  of  wild 
fowls,  and   I  recollect  seein<r  him  brinu"  home  ducks  with 
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wliat  1  a«liiiir<Ml,  yellow  i'cet,  nnd  lovely  coIovh.  Game  in 
all  parts  of  CaiiMda— floor,  Ix-.-irs,  lynxes,  H(|nirrels,  wild 
tni'keys,  iiuiunieraMo  wild  fowls,  ^eese  and  swans,  abounded 
west  and  east.  I  have  hereafter  to  allude  to  niv  father's 
importation  into  Canada  from  Kno-land.  in  one  of  his 
journeys  liome,  of  a  pack  of  English  hounds,  to  Norfolk 
County,  on  Lake  Erie,  as  early  as  l.S0.*j-4  :  perhaps  this 
pack  was  the  iirst  evoi-  imported.  Before  going  to 
Hamilton,  in  180(1,  he  lived  there,  as  stated.  His  num- 
erous dofifs  occasionallv  a'ot  mad.  Tho)v  was  no  ^Jonsicur 
Past(mr  in  tlujse  days,  as  was  lately  the  case  in  Paris, 
France.  People  had  to  exercise  their  wits  and  best  Judg- 
ment in  those  days.  So  Mr.  Jeffrey  took  out  his  razor  and 
cut  out  the  flesh  where  he  was  bitten,  as  much  as  possible, 
and  bound  up  his  leg.  He  never  got  mad,  but  was  always 
melancholy  and  feai'ful.  I  never  lieard  of  his  death  from 
this  bite. 

The  war  of  1812-13-14  lingered  on  through  these  years, 
and  Canadians  thought  it  would  continue  on,  as  it  did 
partially,  in  1815,  when  in  January  the  great  battle  of  New 
Orleans  was  fought  with  such  terrible  loss  to  the  English. 
My  father  heard — Canadians  heard  no  word  of  peace  until 
late  in  1815,  when  word  came  that  peace  had  been  brought 
about  on  the  12th  December,  1814,  called  the  Treaty  of 
Cfhent,  in  the  making  of  which  the  great  Henry  Clay  was 
one  of  the  American  Commissioners.  It  was  hailed  as  a 
great  blessing  by  both  nations,  and  a  bloody  war  it  had 
been  whilst  it  lasted.  My  father  had  not  a  great  deal  to  do 
in  it,  but  still  he  was  a  captain  over  the  largest  volunteer 
militia  company  (about  100  men)  in  old  Hamilton,  then 
called  Burlington.  I  might  here  explain  that  this  old 
village,  town,  and  now  city,  was  called  Hamilton  after 
my  father  sold  his  farm  to  George  Hamilton,  in  consequence 
of  that  gentleman  giving  a  large  square  of  land  where  the 
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court-house  now  i.s,  and  also  the  beautiful  Gore  of  land,  to 
Hamilton,  after  he  bou<^ht  the  farm.  The  town  might  very 
well  have  been  called,  and  perhaps  would  have  been  hatl 
my  father  remained  there,  "  ])urand."  He  was  the  princi- 
pal settler  there — the  first  merchant,  the  first  diiatiller,  the 
Krst  captain  of  militia,  also  a  member  of  the  Legislature  for 
Wentworth  and  Halton  ;  at  one  time  owner  of  a  paper 
called  the  Bee,  i/i  1810-12,  in  which  General  Brock  inserted 
his  proclamation  about  the  war,  addressed  to  Canadians ; 
and  the  first  registrar  of  lands.  More  anon  about  this  in  a 
future  page. 

We  bade  farewell  to  beautiful  Quinte,  its  lovely  waters, 
forests,  and  great  Island  of  Prince  Edward,  so  renowned  as 
a  fruit  country,  and  surroundings,  in  the  spring  or  early 
summer  of  1816,  having  been  there  only  a  year  and  a  half. 
But  we  came  back,  not  in  dreary  winter  on  sleds,  but  in  a 
large  schooner,  skirting  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario  all  the 
way.  This  journey  I  well  remember  f roin  many  incidents, . 
being  then  five  years  old.  I  ran  about  the  deck  in  great 
joy  with  my  young  brothers,  one  of  whom,  Ferdinand, 
playing  about,  took  off  his  shoes  and  lost  them  over  the 
side  of  the  vessel.  It  struck  me  as  a  sad  loss,  and  we  were 
greatly  put  out  about  this  instance  of  carelessness.  I  don't 
know  whether  they  were  recovered,  but  the  boat  was  in  a 
harbor,  and  the  weather  calm — indeed,  calm  all  the  way  up. 
It  was  perhaps  in  June,  and  the  journey  beautiful.  In 
that  day  there  were  few  vessels  of  any  kind  on  the  lakes, 
and  no  steamboats,  but  we  came  up  comfortably  on  this 
schooner,  and  ariived,  I  suppose,  at  what  is  now  called 
Wellinpjton  Square,  for  there  was  no  canal  built  into 
Burlington  Bay,  there  being  only  a  shallow  water-way  by 
which  fish  of  all  kinds  could  enter  the  bay  and  creeks.  My 
memory  does  not  fuiiiish  me  with  any  data  of  h<»\v  we  got 
to  om'  future  abode,  Dundas. 
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My  fatiicr  had  <Toi  the  privih)<^o  of  occupyiiio-  a  largo 
forfeited  farm  three  iniles  from  Dundas,  once  owned  by  a 
person  named  Mills,  a  connection  of  the  Mills  families  of 
Hamilton,  wlio  had  at  the  conmiencement  of  the  war  of 
1812  left  the  country  as  a  disloyalist,  and  joined  the 
Americans,  forfeitinjtr  his  farm.  I  don't  think  my  fathei' 
bought  it.  The  Mills  families  of  Hamilton  wore  loyal. 
It  was  a  beautiful  farm,  and  van  from  the  East  Flamboro' 
mountains  to  the  Coot's  Paradise  marsh,  a  mile  long  and 
half  a  mile  wide.  Upon  this  farm  we  moved  in  1816, 
iny  sister  Helen  being  born  there  that  year.  It  had  a 
C'  )mfortable  house  and  good  barns  on  it,  and  a  very  fine 
orchard,  with  a  clearing  of  jierhaps  one  hundred  acres. 
Before  describing  this  new  abode  I  feel  that  I  should  sav 
something  more  about  the  Bay  of  Quinte  and  its  innne- 
<liate  surroundings  and  people,  the  oldest  people  as  to 
settlement  in  Upper  Canada.  The  religious  denomination 
of  Methodists  always  had  a  great  influence  in  this  locality, 
and  it  was  from  here  that  the  celebrated  Marshall  8. 
Bidwell  and  Petei-  Perry,  who  had  such  a  great  influence 
ill  Upper  Canada's  political  affairs  for  near  twenty  years 
prior  to  the  Rebellion,  came.  Phey  were  constantly  elected 
near  Napanee  by  the  people  until  1880.  The  father  of 
Mr.  Bid  well  settled  here  as  an  emigrant  from  the  States 
prior  to  1820.  Prince  Edward  County,  which  is  bounded 
by  the  bay  in  its  whole  length  on  the  north  side,  and  by 
Lake  Ontario  on  the  west  and  south,  is  a  very  rich  and 
celebrated  county,  abounding  in  fruit  orchards  and  fine 
farms.  Its  inhabitants  are  the  oldest  in  Ontario — intelli- 
gent and  religious.  The  Quakers  were  numerous  in  it 
once.     It  was  of  old  the  resort  of  Indians. 

They  have  sent  out  to  various  parts  of  this  Province 
many  very  fine  men  and  women.  One  of  the  women, 
originally  a  Miss  Fairfield,  but  well  known  in  Dundas  in 
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Wtmtvvorth  was  Mivs.  Manuel  ()v«'rlieM,  who  lixc-l  to  tl«t^ 
preat  an*'  of  ninoty-tive  yeans,  1  tliiuk,  tliorc,  was  tlio  most 
amiaMo  and  ((Xcdl'Mit  ^voman  T  <'V('i'  know.  Sjic  was  a 
pai'ticnlar  friom]  of  my  inotliM",  ami  1  recollect  spciidini;'  a 
day  at  li"r  liousc  in  ISUi,  soon  ai'ter  m')viu;j,'  to  Lhe  Mills 
farm  with  my  mother.  Mi'.  Hidwell  manicd  hor  sistor. 
This  county  is  celobi'atei!  for  its  sand  hanks,  heaped 
up  on  the  west  and  south  sides  hy  tlie  western  swells  of 
Lake  Onttfio:  also  f«)r  a  curious  lake  situated  near  th(> 
banks  on  a  hifjh  hill,  some  two  huncb'ed  feet  above  the 
vvatei'.s  of  the  a.dJoinin<j^  lake  to  the  west,  whicli  lake  on  tlie 
hi'l  is  said  to  be  abnost  fathomless  in  depth.  How  the 
water  can  remain  so  hif^h,  and  is  forced  up  above  tlie  great 
Lake  Ontario,  near  it,  is  ditiicult  to  conjecture,  for  we  all 
know  water  will  find  its  level.  It  would  seem  to  have 
some  connection  with  the  waters  of  the  (leorgian  Bay,  or 
some  lake  inland  on  the  Ottawa  more  than  a  hundred  miles 
away,  higher  than  those  of  Ontario,  going  up  by  an  under- 
ground current.  Fine  roads  extend  over  this  county,  and 
now  a  railroad  from  tlie  hind  at  'rreiiton.  Picton  is  a  '..tre 
town  only  a  few^  hours'  sail  i'rom  Belleville.  On  the  land 
opposite  this  county,  across  the  bay,  there  has  been  for 
a  long  time  a  large  settlement  of  the  Six  NatioUvS  of 
Indians,  allied  to  tho.se  at  Brantford,  called  the  Mohawks. 
Near  them  is  a  township  named  Tyendiuaga,  the  name  of 
the  great  chief  old  Joseph  Brant,  who  died  at  Brantford 
in  or  about  1812.  On  the  land  near  Bath  tlie  oldest 
Methodist  church  in  Canada  is  said  to  exist,  and  many  of 
our  eminent  Methodists  of  old  caiiic  from  this  region  and 
Napanee,  among  them  the  late  Bishop  James  Richardson, 
of  the  American  Episcopal  Church,  whom  I  knew  well 
and  whose  name  will  often  appear  in  this  book.  I'icton 
is  known  to  have  been  a  very  favorite  place  of  the  late 
Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  in  his  bovhood.     He  at  one  time 
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practisetl  law  in  the  town  of  Picton,  also  the  late  Judge 
Patterson,  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Belleville  has  produced 
some  eminent  Canadians,  and  is  a  city  of  this  region.  It 
was  at  one  time,  when  Sheriff  Moodie  was  alive,  famed  for 
spiritual  excitements.  Many  of  the  oldest  U.  E.  families 
settled  here  ))rior  to  1800,  and  their  children  still  remain 
to  tell  the  stories  of  their  forefathers — their  hardships  and 
early  struggles.  The  beautiful  River  Trent  may  be  said  to 
belong  to  this  Bay  of  Quinte  region,  as  also  the  Moira  in 
Belleville.  Along  the  Trent  River  it  is  proposed  to  build 
a  canal  to  the  Geoi'gian  Bay,  which  is,  in  fact,  commenced 
and  partly  built. 

ANOTHER   CURIOUS    INCIDENT   WITH    A    SNAKE. 

About  this  time  my  l)rother  Henry  and  I,  in  the  yeai* 
perhaps  1817,  were  walking  through  a  grass  meadow, 
looking  for  flowers  or  strawberries,  on  my  father's  farm, 
when  I  came  suddenly  upon  a  beautiful  object  in  the  grass, 
near  a  large  log-heap.  I  had  never  seen  such  a  thing,  so 
beautiful,  so  I  called  upon  Henry  my  brother  to  come  and 
see  it.  Up  he  came  on  a  run,  when  the  object  (a  large 
rattlesnake)  suddenly  uncoiled  itself,  and  moved  into  the 
log-heap,  rattling  as  loud  as  it  could  in  the  logs — as  if  very 
angi-y;  rattle-rattle,  was  heard  for  some  time.  When  first 
seen  I  stood  over  it  for  some  seconds,  looking  into  its  eyes, 
which  were  dark,  shining  and  black,  with  my  fingers  a  foot 
from  it.  The  sun  of  sunnner  shone  on  its  skin,  which  was 
of  a  dark  golden  hue,  and  in  size,  coiled,  was  as  big  as  a 
large  hat.  It  was  probably  six  or  seven  feet  long.  So 
near  was  I  that  it  could  have,  if  uncoiled,  killed  me  by  a 
stinp-  and  blow  with  its  teeth.  I  believe  snakes  must  be 
uncoiled  when  they  so  attack  and  sting.  These  snakes  are 
deadly  poisonous.  If  I  had  been  so  bitten  I  would  have 
died  in  a  few  minutes.     We  were  half  a  mile  from  our 


OF  TOKONTO,    BAUUlSTEK. 


25 


home,  in  a  beautiful  meadow,  under  the  brow  of  the  East 
Flamboro'  mountains.  The  snake  did  not  move  its  eyes  or 
body  until  Henry  came  up,  when  he  said  it  was  a  rattle- 
snake. I  had  never  seen  one  before,  but  had  seeii  common 
garter  snakes.  What  n  narrow  escape  was  tins  1 1  How 
fatal  would  liave  buen  its  deadly  poison  on  my  little  face, 
a  boy  of  live  or  six  summers !  I  Why  did  it  run  from 
Heiuy,  a  boy  of  eight  or  nine  years  old  >.  Was  it  all  chance, 
or  did  a  guardian  angel  save  me  :*  Rev.  T.  DeWitt  Tal- 
mage,  many  others,  and  the  great  St.  Paul,  say  we  have 
guardian  angels.  Everyone  has  one.  Henry  was  much 
older;  I  had  no  evil  in  me,  Henry  had.  Was  that  the 
cause  of  its  anger  and  movement  i*  It  might  have  been  the 
noise  of  two  voices  and  steps ;  I  (very  foolishly  some  will 
say)  impute  it  to  God's  providence  over  me.  Snakes  often 
allow  little  children  to  feed  them.  A  parent  once  did  not 
know  what  her  little  girl  did  with  her  eui)  of  milk  so  soon 
after  getting  it.  She  watched  her  one  day  and  saw  her  go 
to  the  corner  of  the  house,  stoop  down  and  feed  with  the 
spoon  a  large  milk  snake.  Milk  snakes  will  go  into  cellars 
if  they  can,  and  suck  or  drink  milk.  This  fact  of  the  child 
I  read  some  years  ago.  Snakes  will  with  their  eyes  charm 
birds  and  s(|uirrels.  This  is  known  to  be  so,  but  they 
must  catch  the  eye  of  their  victims.  They  crawl  on  their 
bellies.  Did  God  say  this  of  them  (  Was  it  a  .serpent  that 
with  a  human  voice  deceived  Eve  ? 

In  that  eai-ly  day,  1816,  Harriet  was  at  school  in  York 
and  Maria  was  at  home  assisting  my  mother ;  my  father 
thus  perhaps  favoring  the  one  at  the  expense  of  the  other. 
Maria  w^as  the  maid  of  all  work.  It  was  often  impossible 
to  get  hired  girls.  People  can't  imagine  the  difficulty  in 
this  respect.  We  had  a  large  family ;  cows  to  milk,  and 
all  kinds  of  work  to  do  in  a  large  household,  and  no  female 
Ijut  my  dear  mother,  so  Maria  was  kept  at  home.     I  was 
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her  pet  child  at  all  tinieH.     She  in  her  lifetime  often  told 
me  how  fond  I  was  of  her  and  she  of  mo. 

Once  before  .she  j^ot  married,  pci'hap.s  in  ISK),  I  told  her 
when  I  became  a  man  1  wonld  bny  liej-  a  bine  bonnet.  "  ..l 
blue  bonnet,  r.ai'l  /."  All  throntjfh  boyhood  and  yovith  thi.'^j 
promise  was  fondly  nsmembeivd  and  was  faithfnlly  k-'pt. 
Long  after  her  marriage,  when  my  means  would  allow  it, 
she,  dear  woman,  got  this  boiniet,  which  made  her  laugh. 
She  was  a  mo.st  kind,  loving  woman  ;  had  a  large  family  of 
children,  most  of  whom  have  done  well,  some  not  so  well, 
and  a  majority  of  them  are  living;  several  near  Hamilton, 
one  near  London,  two  in  Chicago,  and  one  in  Michigan. 
Mr.  Ferdinand  Morrison,  her  son,  is  very  well  off  near 
JJamilton,  and  an  estimable  and  kind-hearted  daughter, 
Mrs.  Maria  Forsyth,  who  waited  on  her  to  the  end  of  her 
life,  is  now  aged  but  comfortably  off  near  Hamilton.  My 
brother,  George  Durand,  very  generously  and  kindly,  some 
twenty-five  years  before  Maria's  death,  built  her  a  house  and 
bought  the  land  on  which  it  stood  near  Hamilton,  between 
Dnndas  and  Hamilton.  Whilst  her  lot  was  a  hard  one  in 
early  life,  in  the  end  she  was  happy  and  comfortable.  We 
often  complain  of  God's  providence  in  this  world,  yet  often 
have  I  seen  those  alilicted  in  early  life  comforted  in 
the  end.  In  1890  I  attended  her  funeral  amid  a  large 
circle  of  children  and  friends  to  the  resting-place  of  her 
body — her  spirit  being  with  God.  So  dear  a  sister  was 
never  forgotten  by  me.  Some  persons  ask  me,  "  Had  you 
any  sickness  in  your  infancy,  as  you  seem  now  so  hale  and 
strong  ?"  Well,  I  was  not  a  ver^''  strong  child,  had  some 
sickness,  but  my  open-air  exercise,  wanderings  in  the  fields 
and  woods  (which  still  is  my  custom),  hardened  my  consti- 
tution. Even  when  young  I  was  passionately  fond  of 
wild  birds  and  fowls.  In  my  young  days  (about  the  age  of 
fourteen),  my  fondness  became  almost  a  mania.     I  had  the 


OF  TORONTO,    I3AUHISTEK. 


27 


Ctti-t'  oF  iill  the  poultry,  hens,  yeose,  turkeys,  etc.,  for  several 
years  on  the  (jnind  River  I'arin.  [  beoan  very  early  to 
tijiiiU  of  (jrod  and  eternal  life,  the  necessity  of  prayer, 
conunuuioii  with  Dod.  Tf  youni;-  men  would  habituate 
thtMiJHelves  to  this  ]ial)it  ol"  thounjit  move,  tliose  who  are 
inclined  to  desponden(!y  and  suicide,  we  would  hear  and  see 
less  of  it.     Life  is  a  l)lessed  ^-il't  when  rii^htly  used. 

What  a  terrible  thou^dit  that  is — annihilation  ;  that  the 
human  soul  can  be  ended  by  death  !  Yet  thousands  think 
so.  Why  have  we  so  many  suicides  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States  happening  in  our  midst,  especially  this  year  ^ 
We  hear  of  them  every  day — young  persons  and  old.  Do 
such  persons  think  they  are  going  to  live  again,  or  are  they 
insane  ?  Surely,  if  they  believe  in  a  living  (iod,  they  must 
know  they  will  go  into  His  presence. 

CAUTION    TO    PARENTS. 

When  I  was  about  twelve  years  old,  at  our  (irand  River 
farm,  of  which  I  am  soon  to  speak  at  length,  on  a  beautiful 
summer  day,  and  my  father  had  his  children  around  him 
in  our  front  yard,  I  w\as  standing  near  him.  He  caught  a 
mosquito  that  flew  by  him  and  crushed  it  to  death  in  a 
second,  and  exclaimed,  "  Is  this  all  there  is  in  life  ?"  His 
exclamation  attracted  my  attention  at  once  and  my  solemn 
thoughts.  He  spoke  to  no  one,  but  I  thought  that  it  was 
not  so ;  inwardly  I  never  forgot  the  incident.  Strange  such 
a  thino-  should  remain  so  lonfj-  in  one's  memory,  but  it  did 
in  mine,  and  it  shows  how  careful  parents  should  be  in  all 
they  do  before  their  children,  who  are  often  very  observant. 
I  then  thought  he  might  believe  there  was  no  hereafter, 
but  dared  not  ask  him.  We  were  brought  up  in  the  old 
English  way,  to  listen,  not  to  ask  (piestions  of  our  parents. 
This  n)ay  be  good,  but  not  too  much  of  it.  We  nowadays 
in  Canada,  much  more  so  among  our  neighbors,  err  in  the 
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oppoHitc  direction  :  wo  are  too  lax.  Amoi'ieau  children, 
^irls  in  particular,  know  at  twelve  and  t'<jurteen  what  they 
should  not — even  more  than  their  parents.  Seventy  years 
ago  it  was  dittei-ent. 

I  did  not  think  that  was  the  end  of  life — in  death,  [ 
mean — for  (Jod  could  not  be  so  (shall  I  say)  unjust  as  to 
give  us  such  mighty  powers  of  conscience  and  mind,  and 
yet  end  all  in  a  moment  and  at  death.  So  I  said  in  my 
inward  childish  mind,  if  my  father  means  Mfhat  his 
exclamation  infers,  it  is  wrong,  in  my  mind.  There  is 
another  world  ;  we  must  exist  again.  Jesus  put  the 
Sadducees  to  shame  when  they  were  (piestioning  him 
closely,  as  he  exclaime<l,  alluding  to  God's  intercourse 
with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  "  God  is  not  the  God 
of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living."  I  knew,  howevei-,  my 
father  did  believa^  in  an  hereafter.  He  wrote  a  beautiful 
epitaph  on  my  mother's  tomb  in  Ancaster  in  1828,  where 
I  often  see  it  when  I  go  there,  indicating  that  she  wa^'  in 
a  bright  "heaven  of  heavens."  My  sister  Maria,  vho 
now  lies  near  his  own  tomb  there,  told  me  that  when  my 
father  came  to  Canada  with  his  then  three  Knf^lish-born 
children — herself,  James  and  Harriet — to  Boston,  after  a 
six  weeks'  journey  over  the  wide  Atlantic  in  a  sailing 
vessel  (a  terrible  journey  in  those  days),  he  knelt  down, 
making  them  do  so,  and  thanked  God  for  their  preserva- 
tion. He  also,  before  the  battle  of  Queenston,  in  1812, 
asked  the  Rev.  Mr.  Addison,  one  of  tlu?  oldest  Church  of 
England  ministers,  to  come  forty  miles  to  Hamilton  to 
christen  his  then  young  children  and  myself.  Mr.  Addison 
was  the  nearest,  the  only  one  that  was  so  near.  He 
knew  the  danger  of  war,  and  when  his  company  stood  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  at  daylight  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1812,  a  volley  from  the  bank  below  him,  at  his  company, 
killed  the  man  that  stood  next  to  him.     The  pov'>r  fellow 
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lull  across  jii\  ratlu'i's  loot.  \\'«'  lunl  in  llaiiiilttm  iIumi 
no  Kiii^lish  cliiircli  noarci'  tliaii  tlio  town  of  York  ;  IVw  can 
iniajjfiii''  our  tlicii  jn-ivations.  Wo  liud,  wandering  over 
('aiia<l;i.  Mctliodist  ministers  wlio  dared  to  outer  its  wilds 
and  iMiduro  ovory  liardship. 

l'LAYIN(i     rinAN'T    AT    SCHOOL. 

Wo  liavo  just  had  tlu-  ai-count  of  a  oui'iousadventui'o  witli 
a  snako,  and  I  will  relate  tho  story  of  ouo  day's  truancy 
by  two  littio  l»oys — niysolf  and  brother  Homy.  It  was 
reiiiarkc"!  hy  nio,  Harry,  I  called  him,  was  not  as  moral  as 
I  was  -  j)rol)al)ly  the  seared  snako  thou^lit  so — and  wo 
were  school-boys,  very  younn.  The  day  was  bri^^ht  and 
fair;  'twas  June;  the  bir<ls  wore  loud  in  their  sonj^s,  tho 
trees  fresh  in  their  budding'.  Wo  started  for  school  in 
the  early  day  with  oui-  lunch-baskets  and  books.  ( )n  tho 
way,  says  Harry,  "Charlie,  wo  will  play  truant  to-day — go 
into  the  thick  woods  on  a  beautiful  hill  :  sit  down  under  a 
bio-  tree.  I  will  make  whistles  for  vou  an<l  me,  and  we 
will  have  a  day  of  whistlino-  and  fun."  So,  like  poor  Tray, 
tli(^  innocent  dog,  1  followed  him,  and  wo  sat  down.  He 
made  whistles  (and  he  could  do  anythino-  with  his  knife), 
and  there  we  ])ipod  until  noon.  Then  wo  supposed  the 
school  would  bo  out  and  we  ato  our  lunch  :  again  pipotland 
played  until  four  o'clock,  when  we  hear<l  tho  school  children 
coming  home.  We  took  u])  our  baskets  and  books  and, 
seemingly  innocent,  walked  home.  Do  you  suppose, 
young  as  T  was,  that  I  felt  innocent  ;"  No  ;  miioh  less 
did  Harry  feel  so.  This  was  pi'obably  early  in  1817.  We 
did  not  fool  innocent  surely — Henry  did  not.  1  am  not  cer- 
tain whether  I  told  my  mother  or  not  (our  father  was  away), 
but  think  I  did  tell  my  mother.  Lying  was  no  part  of 
my  young  nature,  and  I  loved  my  mother  dearly.  Playing 
truant  is  a  terrible  wi-ong :     We  deceive  God,  to  whom  all 
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cliildren  hIiouM  |tiay  ;  \vt>  flwoivc  dear  |)Jir('iits,  aiul  oijr 
school  teacluM'.  Ilany  made  vN'histleH ;  led  me  astray* 
a  six-year-old  child  ;  also  (h^ceived  his  parents  and 
teacher.  He  was  a  wonderful  mechanic.  Once  he  made 
a  violin,  and  |)laye<l  heautit'uUy  on  it.  H(i  could  do  any- 
thinj^  of  that  kind.  He  was  a  kind,  loving  brother,  but 
not  truthful.      How   nece.s.sary  it  is  to  be  the  last  I 

DESCRIPTION   OF  TIIK   OLD   MILLS    FAUM-IIOUSE, 

Wliiit  used  to  he  done  there  —  Helen's  birth  —  A  crazy -man  -  The 

Indians— A  hcjuhw  whu  cauio  there  and  left  her 

infant  diild  on  the  front  step. 

The  house  was  frame,  with  a  stone  kitchen,  to  which  a 
long  pair  of  stairs  led  from  an  upper  hall,  from  wliich 
a  sitting-room  was  approached  and  bedrooms.  It  wjis  a 
two-story  frame  house,  and  stood  on^the  brow  of  a  hill 
which  led  into  a  valley.  A  front  stoop  looking  east 
fronted  the  house  :  windows  from  the  north  part  of  the 
house  looked  upon  the  Flaniboro'  mountains  :  the  kitchen 
looked  towards  ])undas  ;  the  south  looked  U[)on  the"  Coots' 
Paradise  marsh  and  upon  the  barnyard  and  barn  :  the  east 
looked  upoii  a  yard  and  a})[)le-orchard. 

How  well  I  remember  its  situation,  although  seventy- 
eight  years  ha\e  passed  by  since  I  was  a  boy  from  five 
to  eight  or  nine.  1  might  have  been  eight  when  I  left  in 
181«-1(). 

The  farm  was  Ixjuiiied  by  tiic  ('outs  Paradise  marsh, 
south  ;  old  Mr.  Lyon  s  farm,  west :  the  mountain  of  East 
Flamboro',  north ;  and  the  road  that  leads  from  Dundas  to 
Burlington  Heights,  east,  passed  through  it.  A  high  hill 
led  into  a  low  meadow  under  the  mountain  height  where 
I  had  seen  the  big  rattlesnake.  There  were,  perliaps,  two 
hund)-ed  acres  of  it,  partly  cleared. 

.^    place   called    Coots'   Paradise  was   named  after  a 
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CMptiiiu  (.oots,  a  woiulorl'ul  .sportsiMan,  who  u.scd  to  hunt 
ducks  and  ganio  there  away  liack  before  1800.  It  was 
a  paiadisc  for  j^aine  of  all  kinds.  Innneime  tlocks  of  dueks 
and  wild  fowl,  and  wild  aninials  iinuiincrahle,  in  old  times 
were  secui  there.  It  was  also  the  rrsortof  wild  f«ir  aninials 
such  as  the  ottor,  perhaps  lieaver.  Hshrr  minks,  and 
especially  niiiskrats  ;  snakes  were  ahundant  there  of  all 
kinds;  frt)(rs,  and  a  species  called  hnllfrotjfs,  very  large, 
three  times  the  size  of  the  common  frogs,  which  made  a 
most  sonoi'ous  and  deep  noise,  were  abundant :  also,  all 
kinds  of  toi'toises,  lar^«!  grcc^nback  and  small. 

T\v'  marsh  lay  in  a  d(;ep  valley  between  the  heights  of 
Hurlington  Bay,  or  between  the  bay  and  the  town  of 
Dundas  and  beneath  the  cover  of  the  Hamilton  and  Flam- 
boro'  ridge  of  mountains.  It  was  embowered  in  great 
forests.  The  sun  in  spring,  autumn  and  summer  beat 
down  on  the  marsh  and  valley  and  made  it  uncommonly 
warm  for  aninials  of  all  kin<ls.  A  stream  always  ran  in 
the  middle  of  it  from  Dundas  to  the  bay,  arouiKl  the  north 
end  of  the  heights,  and  into  this  stream,  which  was  partly 
clear  water,  rish  came  from  the  bay  and  from  the  outlet 
from  the  bay  into  Lake  Ontario.  Thus  all  kinds  of  fish 
entere<l  tin'  creek,  or  river  as  it  was  in  old  times,  and  went 
up  the  stii  am  to  the  mountain  in  Dundas,  where  the  fall  of 

• 

tlie  mount;iiu  stopped  them.  Beautiful  sea  salmon  used  to 
bi^  caught  in  abundance  from  1800,  before,  to  1830,  to  my 
knowledge.  The  marsh  was  a  dense,  w^atery  bog,  and 
v.ild  rice,  water  lilies  and  fiow^ers  that  <>ro\v  in  water  were 
abundant.  ( 'rows,  hawks  and  eagles,  wild  geese,  sw^ans  and 
loons  were  abundant.  Song-birds  sang  in  the  trees  that 
grew  near  the  edges.  I  suppose  that  Indians  in  old  times 
hunted  here  long  before  Dundas  or  Hamilton  were  settled. 
The  two  mountains,  in  effect,  enclosed  it.     In  verv  ancient 
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tiiiieH,  iit»  »l«ml»t,  tin-  whUt  was  \<'r\  <l«'t'|»  Urw,  riMiii^-  t-j 
the  top  of  lln>  l»ui-liii;4toii  H»'i^'lit^  iiMiJ  luickiiif^'ovci' Dimdas 
villa<^t'  ami  Hnniiltnu  In  Tact.  tln'  water.  p»  iliaps  thou- 
Huiids  of  years  a;;'o,  IIhwimJ  over  tin*  top  of  tlnse  heights 
and  over  ilaiiiiltoii,  us  well  as  all  the  eouiit ry  down  to 
Niagara,  aloii;^  tjie  rido(«  of  (^)u«'eiiston  to  lloehester. 
(ieoloj^ical  ohser\ations  have  dfinonstrated  this  to  ine 
and  otliers. 

This,  then,  was  tin-  heaiitifui  loi*ality  of  tin;  Mills  farm. 
I  have  descril)ed  the  hoiisc  as  nearly  as  I  can.  Some  years 
ago,  perhaps  ten,  I  p.iss.-d  by  the  old  place,  and  saw  tlie 
ti r- trees  (no\\  (piite  aneiriit)  still  there,  ami  the  old  apple- 
orchard  is  no  donl)t  tlifir  with  its  ancient  trees. 

The  Indians  in  isoo  to  l(S20  were  eonnnon  ahont  this 
farm.  They  came  fimu  the  (^redit  llixcr,  Bronte  and 
Oakville.  We  wcrr  ii(»r  afrai<l  of  them.  A  scpiaw  one»* 
left  her  pajx  e  on  my  mother's  hack  verandah  and  was 
followe*]  an<l  made  to  take  care  of  it.  Do  you  want  to 
know  how  the  Indian  women  carry  their  bahic^a  i  It  is 
this  way:  Tlu^y  have  a  Hat  hoard  about  two  or  three  feet 
long;  the  baby  is  strapped  on  the  board  (igiit,  back  to  the 
board,  and  the  Ijoanl  is  tie(l  around  the  back  and  aims  of 
the  motlier  on  her  back,  thus  she  goes  along  lightly  anil  does 
not  feel  the  weight  of  it.  The  child  seldom  cries,  gets  used 
to  its  place  and  sleeps  there,  for  they  have  no  cradles. 
Everything  is  wild  and  primitive  with  them. 


STORY   OF    A    i)OOMKI)   (nilMlXAL. 

I  used  to  be  alarmed  and  also  all  our  family  at  the 
appearance  of  a  cra/y-man  dressed  in  rags,  who  used  to 
burn  himself  if  he  had  a  cha)  ce.  His  body  was  covered 
with  scars  from  burns.  He  wandered  all  over  the  country 
and  was  fed  l)y  the  farmers.     I  will  gi\(^  a  description  of 
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liiiii  here.  Ho  waiiu.'red  all  over  tin.'  then  wontltil  coiintry, 
WHH  a  iiiMii  «»t'  iiii<Ml«'  MMrc.  HIh  clotlics  \\^^^\•^'  nil  ni^H  and 
liiiiij^:  on  him  as  il'  <lr(>|»|)inn-  oH*.  lii-^  countonancp  was  very 
grit'l'-wnni  ami  <l<'ntli-lil\('.  an<l  liis  spo'cli  was  iticolifiont- 
'Plu'  iiKiuiont  Im'  cnton'ii  a  lidiisr  lie  wantctl  (o  «it  on  tlic 
tire,  or  a  stov«',  il'  there  was  our.  \Vc  Iia<l  om*  st»»ve  in  our 
upper  hall,  an<l  on  this  we  always  saw  liiin  want  to  sit.  1 
leeollec't  that  our  I'amily  foun«l  liiiii  in  the  ashes  in  the 
kitehen  Hre-plae»' <)n('  luorniui;'.  When  asked  why  he  aete(l 
so,  he  seenuMl  to  he  sane,  and  said  he  murdered  his  wife 
and  (Jod  had  e<>n<lennied  him  to  wander  and  atone  lor  it, 
and  to  hurn  hiiiiselt'  u)i  hy  de^ree,>-.  1  n<'ver  knew  what 
heeanie  oj"  him,  but  recollect  his  personality  wtill.  It 
always  struck  me  as  an  infant  that  his  fate  was  an  awful 
one.  He  may  have  been  insane.  There  were  no  insane 
asylums  in  those  days  in  Canada.  Never  heanl  what 
finally  became  of  him.      His  cn.se  was  very  Htran;;'e. 

Well,  1  must  now  jteak  of  anothiir  school,  oi-  lather 
I'efer  aj^ain  to  Mr.  Kirk[)at)'ick's  .school  in  Dundas,  which 
was  the  last  one  1  atteiidiMl  there  before  jnv  father  moveil 
to  the  Grand  River  Road  in  1S19.  It  was  at  this  schctnl 
where  I  once  repeated  the  .story  of  the  Scotch  Hi<(hland 
chief,  Nor\'al.  "My  name  is  Xorval,  on  the  (Jrampian 
Hills  m\-  father  feeds  his  tlocks.  a  frugal  swain."  I  was 
complinvMited  on  my  performance  by  my  school-teacher. 
1  could  read  and  spell  then  very  wt^ll  and  was  about  eight 
years  old. 

After  this  school  I  attended  one  on  the  (Jrand  River 
Road,  in  1821,  in  a  log  house,  which  was  held  by  a  Yankee 
teacher,  named  Mr.  Hoag,  a  pleasant,  kind  man.  but  of 
inferior  education.  Many  of  the  teachers  in  Canada  were 
then  Americans.  But  before  speaking  of  this  school,  I 
must  speak  of  some  other  things  in  Dundas. 
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GOLD    HUNTING    AND    DICGINCJ. 

One  was  my  i'atlier  and  the  elder  suns  going  to  hunt 
gold  in  the  niountainn  of  Flaniboro'  and  Ks<[uesing,  and  to 
dig  \'ov  gold  or  supposed  hidden  trefisui-es.  There  was  a 
craze  oF  this  kind  all  over  Upper  Canada.  l'tMj})le  thought 
there  were  hidden  treasures  in  the  ground,  put  into  holes, 
by  whom  no  one  knew,  why  or  how.  T  recollect  my  father 
and  brothers  putting  on  blanket  coats  and  travelling  gear, 
going  out  to  dig.  The  late  Rev.  Bishop  Richardson,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  told  me  in  his  lifetime,  that 
he  recollected  this  strange  mania  as  a  young  man,  in  1816. 
to  1S2().  He  said  he  thought  the  Devil  put  it  into  people's 
heads  to  do  so — made  them  crazy.  1  don't  know  that  the 
])evil  interferes  in  this  way,  although  he  goes  about  "  as  a 
roaring  lion. ' 

I  recollect  when  a  child  at  the  Mills  farm,  that  my 
father  used  to  get  up  at  night  and  e.. courage  his  dogs  (he 
always  had  a  good  many)  to  drive  off  the  wolves  which 
came  prowling  and  howling  about  to  kill  sheep  or  poultry. 
Foxes,  wolves  and  bears  were  very  numerous  then.  It  was 
a  common  thing  to  see  bears  in  the  woods,  and  wolves 
even  in  the  dav  time.  I  wonder  how  I  and  the  other  little 
boys  could  go,  as  we  did,  three  miles  through  the  woods  to 
Dundas  safely,  to  school.  Indians,  too,  were  daily  seen 
around  our  house,  and  would  steal  unless  watched. 


ill! 


HASTY'    MA  K  HI  AGES, 

It  was  in  1816  that  my  dear  sister  (half  sister)  Maria 
got  married  (ran  away  to  do  so)  to  Mr.  Reuben  Morrison. 
It  was  against  my  father's  wish  and  knowledge,  and  she 
found  it  was  a  mistake  all  her  life,  for  he  was  not  a  steady, 
prudent  man.  Girls  should  remember  the  old  saying, 
"M  )rry  in  haste,  repent  at  leisure."     Yet,  in  old  days  of 
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Canada,  in  Upper  Canada  girls  often  married  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  even  at  a  younger  age.  This  I  know  to  be  so  from 
conversations  in  okl  times  (seventy  years  ago).  Strange  it 
was,  too,  there  were  no  ministers  to  marry,  and  if  there  was 
no  pnnister  within  thirty  miles  a  magistrate  could  do  so. 
She  was  married  by  Mr.  Richard  Beasley,  a  magistrate,  in 
1816.  She  brought  up  a  large  family  by  her  industry — 
and  was  a  most  kind  and  loving  mother.  Her  sister 
Harriet  and  my  father  at  times  assisted  her. 

In  and  after  1829,  as  Burlington  Heights  was  where  she 
lived,  and  was  a  favorite  visiting  place  of  mine,  I  was 
often  at  her  house  and  talked  and  played  with  the  young 
children.  Old  Mrs.  Morrison,  her  mother-in-law,  lived  not 
far  from  her,  and  was  kind  to  her. 


SOME   SOLEMN  THOUGHTS — WHAT  MY   FATHER   AND 

MOTHER   DID. 

The  following  article  is  in  part  a  repetition  of  what  is 
said  in  a  previous  page,  but  also  contains  other  thoughts 
and  remarks  about  my  mother's  cooking,  and  so  it  will 
finish  this  chapter. 

I  thought  by  these  words  ''no  hereafterj'  he  might 
think  so,  but  dare  not  ask  what  he  meant.  We,  his 
children,  did  not  converse  with  him  on  such  deep  subjects, 
because  he  had  a  strict  way,  usual  among  English  parents 
then,  of  keeping  children  in  their  reverential  places.  Yet 
secretly  in  my  soul  I  said,  'This  is  not  true.  There  is  another 
world,"  thought  I;  "we  will  live  again."  He  did  not  try  to 
sway  my  feelings,  whatever  his  were.  In  fact,  like  many 
men.  lie  did  not  talk  on  religious  subjects.  I  think  it  is 
Lor<l  Chesterfield  who  says,  "  Don't  talk  on  such  subjects, 
keep  them  to  yourselves."'  '^riiis,  however,  is  incorrect,  for 
our  great  example,  Jesus  Christ,  sa^^s  the  contrary.  He  said, 
"Let  your  light  so  shine  that  others  may  see  it  and  glorify 
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your  t'athej'  in  lieavoii."  My  niother — aiul  who  <loe8  nut 
love  his  inotlier  i^ — wlio  died  in  Au^-iist,  I82H,  twice  in  her 
sickness  called  me  to  her  beilsidc  and  said,  "(.harles,  don't 
forget  to  he  a  Oliristian."  She  was  fond  of  her  Biblt'- 
readiii^'.  T  can't  r«'Colleet  when  I  first  l)ei^a;i  to  pray.  l»ut 
Hupposi!  n»y  niother  taught  nie  as  mothers  do  the  young. 
I  hav(!  oftt'n  H))oken  to  men  high  \\\i  in  society — juoral, 
good  men — wlio  have  said  to  me,  "  Why  pray  to  (iod  '-.  Hti 
knows  before  we  ask  Avliat  we  want."  My  prompt  reply 
was,  "  God  cei'tainly  loves  all  rational  beings  to  worship 
and  }>ray  to  Him."  lUit  my  father,  altliough  silent  as  to 
religious  truths,  believed  in  a  futuiv  life,  for  lie  wrote  a 
beautiful  e])ita[)h  on  my  mother's  tondj  in  Ancastei',  often 
seen  b}^  me  there,  denoting  his  b/lief  that  she  was  in  the 
"heaven  of  heavens."  Mv  children  ca.n  read  it  when  thev 
go  there.  Also,  when  in  LSIO  he  brought  out  to  Canada 
my  halfd>rothei'  .bimes  and  sisters  Maria  and  Harriet,  after 
a  long  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel  tossed  on  the  ocean  for  six 
week-i,  Maria  told  me  hu  knelt  with  them,  thanked  God 
for  their  and  his  safety,  and  prayed  to  God  as  a  living,  pre- 
serving God.  in  1812,  he  also  knowing  that  he  was  about 
to  take  part  in  the  battle  of  Queenston,  sent  for  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Addison,  the  Church  of  Enobuid  minister  at  Niao-ara, 
one  of  tlie  oldest  ministers  of  that  Church  in  Western 
Canada,  and  had  me  and  his  then  childr(!n  at  Hamilton 
christened.  The  dano-er  attendine*  war  he  knew,  and  he 
submitted  his  household  to  God's  care. 

The  then  coming-on  invasion  of  Canada  at  Queenston 
was  a  very  formidable  one.  Eight  thousand  Americans,  it 
is  said,  were  assembled  at  Lewiston  from  New  York  State 
under  able  generals,  two  thousand  of  whom  were  regulars, 
to  invade  Canada  and  avenge  the  defeat  of  General  Hull 
at  Detroit  in  the  previous  summer.  It  was  on  the  13th 
ofOctober,  1812,  ami  my  father  with  about  one  hundred 
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militia,  all  ol"  Kaiuiltun  and  vicinity,  hastened  down  to 
resist  them.  To  show  what  a  narrow  escape  my  father 
imd,  he  sai<l  that  his  com])any  were  at  daylight  on  the  day 
of  battle  in  the  woods  below  tlie  village  of  Queeiiston 
watching  the  invading  Americans,  when  suddenly  his  com- 
pany was  discovered  from  below  and  a  secreted  company 
of  Americans  fired  up  at  them.  The  man  who  stood 
neai'est  my  father  fell  dead  at  his  feet.  At  his  home  on 
the  Grand  River  the  nearest  church  was  five  or  more  miles 
awav  at  Mohawk  Villao:e,  a  mission  church.  It  was  difii- 
cult  to  attend,  and  he  did  not,  but  might  have  done  so  if 
he  had  Ijeen  moi'e  religious. 

He  might  have  erected  an  altar  in  his  own  house  as 
Abraham  did,  where  his  wife  and  children  could  meet 
around  it.  How  l)eautifully  Christ  has  said,  "  God  is  a 
Spirit,  and  tho.se  who  worship  Him  must  do  so  in  spirit  and 
truth. '" 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  man  who  believes  in  (Jod  to 
omit  worship])ing  Him,  or  this  duty  of  prayer.  I  never 
fail  to  attend  church  at  least  once  on  the  Sabbath.  What 
pri\ileg('s  we  have  now  as  compared  with  LS20  !  We  had 
then  an  English  church  at  Ancaster,  ten  miles  away,  and 
a  Mission  church  at  Brantford.  ( )oc.'isionally  I  took  my 
father's  horse,  later  in  1826,  and  Avent  to  this  Mission.  The 
Indian  womeii,  1  observed,  sang  verv  beautiful Iv  and  with 
apparent  piety.  We  could  not  go  to  Ancaster  over  rough 
corduroy  or  log  roads.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Leming  preached  there. 
Wandering  Methodist  preachers  passed  through  all  settle- 
ments occasionally  on  horseback  with  their  saddle-bags. 
My  father  was  a  strict  churchman,  and  all  his  family  before 
him;  I  was  inclined  in  m\'  boyhood  to  be  so,  but  after- 
ward  preferred  other  churches.  But  the  truth  is,  I  go 
anywhere  to  hear  the  simple  Gospel  preached — am  cosmo- 
politan in  this  respect.     Christ  came  to  give  the  world  a 
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simple  OoHpol,  not  one  of  forms  and  rituals;  yet  it  is  right 
to  attach  one's  self  to  one  church,  vvhicli  L  did  by  joining 
the  Presbyterian  CMiurch. 

Would  anyone  suppose,  as  T  knew  tlien,  that  there 
was  no  English  Church  iu  Hamilton,  Dundas,  or  Ancaster. 
except  one  occupied  by  Mr.  Jviiiing :"  So  the  age  was 
— primitive  in  Church  matters,  in  scho(jls,  and  travel.  How 
did  we  travel  in  those  early  days  ^  you  ask.  We  had 
horse  mails — some  mail  stages  betw(3en  Hamilton  and 
York.  Women  rode  on  horseback  a  good  deal.  They 
rode  from  Niagara  to  Hamilton — and  I  once  heard  that 
my  mother  rode  from  Hamilton  to  Norfolk,  through 
Brantford.  My  father  rode  on  horseback  often,  and  was 
once,  in  the  Thirty- mile  Pine  Woods  between  Norfolk 
and  London,  chased  by  wolves,  which  he  kept  off  by 
throwing  food  out  of  his  saddle-bags. 

MY  MOTHER  WAS  A  THOROUGH  COOK. 

She  could  do  any  household  work.  Here  is  a  summary  of 
it :  She  made  tripe  and  sausages — cooked  very  well — roast 
heart — calf's  head  with  brain  sauce — roasted  beef  on  a  hook 
before  a  great  fire,  and  below  it  made  Yorkshire  puddings 
— blood  puddings — yet  all  this  was  done  by  open  fires  or  in 
pots  hung  upon  cranes,  as  we  called  them,  of  iron,  worked 
into  the  stone  or  brick  fire-jams.  On  these  cranes  the  pots 
were  hung  by  hooks — roasts  of  all  kinds  were  cooked  thus 
— turkeys,  geese  and  ducks  were  cooked  by  iron  spits  or 
strong  rods  or  in  large  tin  pans  before  the  fire,  and  turned 
around  (if  on  spits)  on  all  sides.  Such  roasts  were  better 
than  those  now  cooked  in  close  stoves.  We  had  no  cook- 
ing stoves  in  my  early  days  or  before  1834 — perhaps  later. 
All  cooking  was  done  in  fire-places — baking  in  brick  ovens 
or  before  fires.     We  had,  at  Dundas,  in  1816,  a  stove  for 
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lieating  a  hall,  on  which  the  old  crazy  man  (leHcnl>e<l  ii8»m1 
to  sit,  the  moment  he  came  in. 

We  had  no  matches  to  light  candles  ;  nor  had  we  lamps, 
only  candlesticks.  We  lighted  tires  Ijy  tin  tinder-boxes,  in 
which  burnt  cotton  or  something  burnt  was  put,and  sparks  of 
tire  were  knocked  out  of  Hints  or  iron  which,  falling  on  tho 
burnt  cotton  or  something  ecpially  dry,  lighted  it,  and  th«!n 
the  lighted  cotton  was  put  under  kindling  wood — plenty 
of  it  then  we  had.  Kow  primitive  I  This  was  the  work 
of  the  wives  usually,  or  hired  men.  I  never  saw  a  cooking 
stove  before,  I  think,  1834,  perhaps  later.  Dry  wood,  ot* 
course,  could  be  got  everywhere. 
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Early  school-days  at  Dnndas — Names  of  my  school-teachers — Appear- 
ance of  the  village — Names  of  some  of  its  then  residents — What 
my  father  was  doing — Some  curious  incidents  that  happened — 
Primitive  habits  of  the  people. 

We  will  now  return  to  u\v  liome  of  1816,  near  Dundas. 
Here  niv  first  school  days  were  commenced  and  I  learned 
to  read,  icceived  my  first  prize  and  commendation  for  a 
recital  of  a  Scotch  tragedy.  Whether  I  conunenced  to  go 
to  school  in  1816  or  early  in  IS  17,  1  am  not  certain,  but  it 
was  cerlainly  in  1817  and  the  two  following  years.  When 
I  tirst  atten<led  school  I  thought  it  a  great  privilege  and 
pleasure;  all  chihlren  should  do  so,  ]\ry  first  school  teachei* 
was  a  very  plain  person,  named  Rice,  an  Englishman,  witli 
whom,  I  believe,  I  learned  my  A,  B,  C's,  to  spell  and  to 
read.  I  went  thei'c  with  my  brother  Henry,  who  was  three 
years  older  than  I  was,  and  by  nature  (piicker  in  his  intel- 
lect, what  may  l)e  called  smarter,  but  not  so  steady  or 
persevering.  I  was  alwjiys  jealous  of  his  superior,  in- 
tellia'ent  ways.  1  loved  liim,  but  could  not  bear  to  see 
.him  or  anyone  excel  me  in  learning  or  anything,  I 
will  have  some  things  to  say  about  him — some  to  his 
credit,  more  not  so,  as  he  often  led  me  astray.  We  had 
to  walk  about  three  miles  to  our  school  through  the 
beautiful  woods  and  over  hills,  and  had  our  noon  lunch 
witli  us.  I  don't  rememl)er  that  my  brother  George  went 
with  us.  James  was  kept  at  home,  and  perhaps  George,  to 
help  on  the  farm.     Maria,  my  sister,  was  at  home,  but  got 
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niarried  early  in  l'Sl(.'«.  Hfirrict  wont  to  a  \>n;\yt[\ui^-sL\\u)n\ 
in  York,  niid  visited  aii<l  was  patronized  l>y  al!  the  best 
families  in  Little  York  in  liSl()-17. 

It  was  ahoiit  this  time  that  I  conniieiiced  to  look  u[)On  life 
as  a  real  thini4',  as  what  iiii<4'iit  devtdop  into  manhood  :  I'eh 
ambitious  to  rise  and  he  ;;ood.  I  ht'>;'an  to  think  of  |L;ood 
and  evil,  was  tri»ul  in  many  ways,  i  often  taikcMl  wiili 
a  Uttli!  nurse  ^iv\,  who  looked  after  my  sislo-  Helen,  aljo  it 
rhe  prospect  of  children  g'oiui;'  to  lieaven  who  were  under 
seven,  and  that  after  seven  years  ()id  evil  in  them  com- 
menced quickly  to  develop,  and  they  were  tempted  to  evil. 
What  happened  to  me  one  nij>'ht  when  J  was  about  six 
years  old  J  can  never  foro-et. 

I  had  gone  to  bed  alone  in  a  little  trundle  bed,  so  called, 

which  was  low,  and  would  slide,  in  the  day-time,  under  my 

father  and   mother's  bed  in   tlieir  bedroom,  where  I  then 

slept.     It  was  in  a  lonely  part  of  the  house,  on  the  IJundas 

Mills  farm,  wdiich  was  approached  by  a  verandah  leading 

from  the  parlor  and  the  kitchen.    Why  I  slept  alone  I  cannot 

tell,  but  so  it  was  upon  this  night.     I  had  gone  to  bed,  my 

mother  putting  me  in,  and  was  at  lirst,  perhaps,  asleep,  but 

seemed  to  awaken  soon  after,  and  commenced,  involuntaril}'-, 

as  it  were,  to  swear,  curse,  and  use  profane  words,  prompted 

l)y  something,  and  could  not  stop,  until  getting  alarmed  at 

myself  an<l  position,  for  I  was  an  innocent  cliild  and  had 

never  sworn — did  not  know  the  use  of  the  wicked  words 

uttered.     I  sprang  out  of  bed,  in  this  state,  in  the  dark, 

and  ran,  as  well  as  I  could,  over  the  verandah  into  the 

hall  and  down  a  long  pair  of  stairs  to  the  kitchen,  to  my 

mother,  who  was  sitting  all  alone  by  the  kitchen  log  fire. 

She  could  not  account  for  my  coming  down  in  my  night 

dress.     I  told  her  that  something  liad  scared  me.     Being 

quieted,  I  returned  with  her.    I  never  at  any  time  in  my  life 

swore  as  I  did  this  night  for  some  minutes ;  have  always 
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been  opposed  to  the  liabit.  Since  I  have  become  a  man, 
there  is  nothin;;-  I  so  mucli  deteHt  as  swoarinj^;  have 
alvvayw  d(.'nounctMl  it  when  lieard,  fre(|nently  cheeked  it  in 
men  and  boys.  How  can  1  accomit  for  tliis  strange  attack 
on  me,  a  cliild  five  yeaivs  old,  Homething  pnjniptino-  me  to 
swear?  To  wliich  (luery  I  can  only  reply,  it  was  «lemoniac. 
There  are  wicked  spirits  about  us,  about  even  children, 
prompting  them  to  do  evil.  We  cannot  ijee  them,  as  they 
are  spirits  of  evil.  In  this  I  am  borne  out  by  the  (iospel. 
I  have  heard  by  good  evidence  from  others,  of  little  boys 
suddenly  giving  way  to  swearing.  Parents  have  told  me 
so,  and  they  could  not  account  for  it. 

OUR   TEARS    ANIJ    SOliROW   GOOD    AT   TIMES. 

We  are  told,  to  make  us  pure,  we  must  pass  at  times 
through  sorrows,  troubles,  and  the  fiery  furnace  of  affliction, 
and  through  all  of  them  I  have  passed — as  well  have  I  had 
many  earthly  joys. 

It  will  be  seen  I  was  a  great  deal  with  my  mother  in  my 
boyhood  and  youth — and  she  had  her  troubles.  In  early 
Christian  days,  a  book  on  the  early  apostolical  days  read  by 
me  lately  said  that  woman  was  too  much  neglected,  even 
despised,  at  which  I  was  surprised,  because  the  Book  of 
Genesis  says  that  Eve  was  tempted  and  overcome  by  a  dis- 
guised Satan — thus  brought  evil  upon  her  progen}^ — and 
she  then  tempted  Adam.  Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in 
this,  she  has  always  been  much  more  a  sufferer  than  man, 
and  certainly  is  a  greater  church-goer  than  he,  as  well 
as  more  charitable  and  benevolent.  Christ  makes  no 
distinction  between  men  and  women;  some  of  His  last 
words  uttered  were  to  John  to  take  His  carnal  mother 
home.  We  had  a  beautiful  garden  at  our  Grand  River 
farm,  to  which  my  mother  often  went  to  cultivate  her 
flowers.     I  recollect  (in    1824,  probably)  she   received   a 


OF   TOUONTO,   BAUUlSTEll. 


43 


sad  notice  from  her  sistcrH  that  her  sister  (charlotte 
had  died  in  some  distant  place — probably  in  the  United 
States.  For  a  lon<^  time  slie  stood  and  shed  tears,  which 
made  me  feel  very  bad  when  sin-  told  me  wliy.  I  felt 
deeply  for  her  sorrow.  What  a  blessing  it  is  for  us  to 
do  so ;  it  softens  the  heart  so  much.  No  animal  does  so, 
only  man  and  his  com))anion  woman.  In  this  they  differ 
from  all  other  created  earthly  beinj^s,  and  it  seems  to  me  to 
prove  we  are  immortal.  We  need  not  ))e  ashamed — even 
men  should  not — to  weep  upon  such  occasions,  when  dear 
ones  are  taken  from  us.  Let  us  remember  the  example  that 
Jesus  has  set  us,  when  He  wept  over  the  grave  of  Lazarus, 
His  dear  friend,  whilst  Lazarus'  sisters  also  wept.  No 
passage  in  the  New  Testament  is  more  touching  th.an  this, 
unless  it  be  the  voice  of  Jesus  to  Mary  Maujdalene.  When 
weeping,  she  asked  Him,  not  knowing  Him,  thinking  He 
was  the  gardener,  "  Sir,  if  you  liave  borne  him  away,  tell 
me  where."  Jesus  in  His  loving  voice  said  to  the  weeping 
woman,  "  Mary  ! "  Tears  of  love  for  the  lost,  tears  of  love 
in  gratitude,  they  come  from  the  deep  recesses  of  the 
inwjird  soul,  welling  up  in  love  and  purity,  and  God  will 
not  despise  them,  as  He  did  not  those  of  the  penitent  sinner 
who  smote  his  breast  and  cried,  "  God,  be  merciful  to  me  a 
siimer!"  This  sorrowful  scene,  sister  weeping  for  sister, 
never  left  my  mind. 

OUR   BEAUTIFUL    GARDEN. 

My  mother  loved  flow^ers,  but  not  more  than  I  did,  and 
we  had  a  great  abundance  in  that  garden — roses,  marigolds, 
hollyhocks,  sunflowers,  pinks  of  various  kinds,  bachelor's 
buttons,  violets  and  pansies,  and  an  abundance  of  currant 
bushes,  gooseberries,  quinces,  cherries.  She  made  an  abun- 
dance of  pies,  and,  strange  to  say,  which  I  have  never 
seen  since,  pies  out  of  rose  leaves. 
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IM.AIN'    FAU.MKHS     |(KH>. 

Heiui:'  on  a  I'anii  workiiit'"  nl  times  wiili  tlit-  ulIilt  boys 
enpc^fially  Ffciiry-  -doar  Follow,  with  all  hiw  uiTors,  liavinj^a 
lar^^^c,  kind  heart — every thin<^'  use(|  by  farmers  tastiMJ 
yfood.  Kven  dishes  of  well-hoiled  [)ork,  raised  always  ))y 
ourselves,  and  cal)l)a|;es,  or  the  best  of  corned  beef — added 
to  them  (what  even  now  I  always  like)  apple  duuiplinu's 
and  sauce-all  were  most  appetisini*'  to  me.  The  cool, 
sliar])  air  with  its  o/one  is  what  <.'ives  us  appetites,  health 
and  liiLfh  N])li'its. 


i;nYS    KKKIMN'J    ItACMKI.oii  S    IIAI.i,. 

My  ol)jecL  until  I  ^et  into  the  .serious  atliiirs  of  life  as  in 
1885,  '30,  '.'i7,  is  as  mueli  as  possible  to  depict  old,  iiuiocent 
habits,  which  even  the  grown-up  old  can  appreciate. 

In  LS22,  my  brother  Geor(>'e  and  I  were  told  by  our 
fatlier  to  ;4"o  and  look  after  the  two  hundred-acre  farm  at 
Simcoe,  Norfolk  :  aii<l  we  went,  but  had  to  keep  what  is 
called  "  bachelor's  hall,"  do  our  own  cookin<4-,  disli-washing, 
even  clothes-washing'.  We  lived  in  the  old  house  there  an<l 
looked  after  the  fai*m.  My  uncle,  Mr.  Reuben  Morrison, 
helped  <lo  so.  His  wife,  my  sister  Maria,  was  living  a 
mile  away.  Occasitnuilly  she  had  her  sister  Harriet  with 
her.  Maria  had  only  two  or  three  children  then.  We 
lived,  of  course,  in  a  very  primitive  way  :  George  was  a 
good  cook,  once  lived  in  this  way  at  J^undas  in  1830,  '31,  '32. 
Steak,  fowl  and  game  we  occasionally  no  doubt  had.  l)ut 
chiefly  used  bread,  buttei",  milk  and  pork. 

Norfolk  had  the  name  of  cqyple  cuunty  from  its  abund- 
ance of  fruit.  It  might  also  be  called  the  chestnut  county, 
for  a  great  quantity  of  chestnut  trees  are  found  in  it,  par- 
ticularly up  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  tow^ards  Elgin  Ccunty. 
We   spent,   how    long   I   cannot   remember,   perhaps   one 
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smnuuT.  LattT.  in  1827,  |)('rlia))s,  my  r»itli(!r,  Vviiiv 
Hiunillon,  mid  I  went  up  to  Xort'olk  aiul  JLom;^"  Point 
Islnnd  111-  pcninHuIn  (ii  lov»dy  i)k'C('  of  land  runnini(  into  the 
lake),  md  caniixid  out  and  sliot  ^ana*  ol'  all  kinds,  mo 
al)und!int  usiiuUy  tlion.  We  iia«l  a  vory  ori<^inal,  vtnture- 
sonic  trij>.  One  iii;4lit  our  camp  was  almost  overHown  with 
water,  waves  coming;'  on  us  I'rom  l^ake  Erie.  Few  can 
imafiui^  tlir  ij'amo  tluMi  found  in  tins  part  of  Canada.  I 
don't  recollect  what  luck  W(^  had,  hut  recollect  the  ducks, 
plovei",  cran(!S,  ('aisles,  ravens  (now  a  lari;  hird  in  Caiuula) 
we  saw.  This  s|)ortin;^'  [)laec  is  now  ;i  private  and  walled- 
in  preserve.     Is  this  right  ^ 

IHK    srOKV    OF    AN    AI'PLK-TIIKI-:    THIKI-',    1820-21 — .\I  V     i  1  US  T 

ADVKNTIUIK    IX    A    COl'IM'   oK   JlSilCF;, 

AT    ANCASTEU,    I\    1821. 

At  the  Grand  lliver  farm  we  had  a  lari;v  orchard  of 
apple-trees,  and  I  had  a  tree  of  peculiarly  fine- looking  red 
apples,  its  fruit  easily  itientitied  by  me.  One  night  this 
beautiful  tree  was  stripped  and  the  fruit  stolen. 

A  suspected  neiglibor  was  no  doubt  the  thief,  and  I  was 
the  person  who  could  identify  the  fruit.  Mr.  George 
Gurnett,  an  active,  intolli<j;ent  En<(lishman,  and  a  magis- 
trate of  Ancaster,  well  known  then,  there  an<l  ten  yeai-s 
after,  and  for  many  years  in  Toronto,  was  employed  to 
investigate  the  matter.  My  father  got  him  to  look  into 
the  matter,  and  the  suspect  was  arrested  on  a  search- 
warrant,  the  apples  found  in  his  possession,  and  carrie<l  to 
Ancaster  by  constables.  An  examination  before  a  Bench 
of  magistrates  took  place,  I  being  a  witness.  Objection 
was  made  to  my  age,  but  as  I  appeared  intelligent,  and 
positive  as  to  the  ownership  of  tlie  fruit,  my  evidence  was 
taken,  and  the  prisoner  convicted.  It  was  quite  an  adven- 
ture, and  introduce*!  me  to  law  proceedings  and  coni<.<.     T 
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wjiH  severely  croHH-exatniiUMl  by  Mr.  Rohort  Borrie  (with 
wlioin  T  uft<'rujir<ls,  in  1821),  studit'd  law).  He  will  he 
fully  iH)ti(MMl  ill  jit'lcr-paj^oH  of  this  work.  At  this  trial 
I  HthI  Haw  a  youiijr  man,  Mr.  Peter  Hamilton,  who 
nuinied  my  sistrr  Hanint,  in  IH24.  He  was  a  noble 
younnr  f(>ll()\v  in  appfanmee.  Here,  also,  I  .saw  Mr.  Mattliew 
CrookH,  the  Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Se.s.sionH  Courts, 
whieh,  in  those  days,  was  under  the  nm^istratis  entirely. 
Indeed  (as  will  be  seen),  everything  was  undei*  the  Old 
Family  Cojupaet,  too. 

MAVOR   (fEOHGE   rUTRNfclTT,    A    (JKLKHIIATED    MAN.    ONCE 

MAYOR   OK   TORONTO. 

This  gentleman  spoUen  of,  whilst  at  this  timt;  active  ami 
conspicuous  in  Ancaster,  was,  in  \H',]0,  or  some  years  after, 
residing  in  Toronto.  He  was  the  owner  and  editor  of  a 
Tory  paper  in  Ancaster,  before  he  went  to  Toronto,  called 
the  (fore  Gdzeftc.  (Jpon  hisgoint;to  Toronto  he  became  the 
owner  and  editor  of  the  Courier,  an  influential  Tory  paper 
which  strongly  uplu^ld  the  oppressions  of  the  Compact  in 
and  prior  to  1837  About  this  time  he  was  a  town  major 
of  militia  there  ook  an  active  part  in  arresting  pris- 

oners in  the  .on  of  1837,  knew  all  the  people  in  old 

Toronto  an  jir  politics,  was  greatly  hated  by  Reformers 
and  petted  by  Tories.  Some  years  after  the  rebellion,  and 
for  a  number  of  years,  he  was  Police  Magistrate  in  Toronto, 
and  it3  Mayor  for  several  terms.  In  1822  my  father  was 
a  very  popular  man  .-imong  tlie  farmers  of  Ancaster  and 
the  County  of  Wentworth.  Mr.  Gurnett  then  courted  his 
influence,  but  subHetpiently  turned  his  favors  over  to  Allan 
N.  xMcNabb  and  John  Wilson,  of  Saltfleet,  who,  in  J  830, 
were  elected  over  my  father  to  the  Legislature  of  Upper 
Cwmada,  to  which  reference  will  be  made  hereafter. 

In  1831-32,  a   literary  paper   called  the   Garhirul  was 
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piiMished  in  Hamilton  by  INfr.  WylliH  Sinitli.  I  wrot** 
articles  in  tliis  litc^niry  p.ijuir,  cliirjly  poctiy,  and  took 
an  active  intorest  for  poor  I'oland,  wliit'li  was  tln'n  hoinj; 
concpicrod  by  KusHin.  fn  this  IhtvUn^d  I  vvrott;  a  pi«»cc  of 
poetry  on  KoHciusko,  the  ^rcat  Polish  «j;en('ral.  Mr.  (furnett 
severely  criticised  my  ])ootry  as  to  one  word  particularly, 
and  we  had  a  battle  of  words  over  the  matter,  he  in  his 
paper  the  Courier,  and  I  in  the  Garland.  Jt  appears  in 
this  volume  in  a  future  chapter. 

A  thing  occui'red  in  Toronto,  in   18.S7,  which  is  worth 
repeatin(.(,  between  this  arl)itrary  nmn.actinj^  then  as  town 
major,  and  a  Mr.  Sanj^stiU',  formerly  well  known  in  Toronto 
as  basket-maker,  the  father  of  Dr.  Sati^ster,  of  Port  Perry 
and  of  Mr.  Sangster,  another  son,  of  StouflXille. 

Mr.  (iurnett  tried  to  annoy  Reformers  as  nnich  as  pos- 
sible by  (piartering  militia  soldiers  on  theni,  in  their 
houses.  He  filled  the  liouso  of  old  Mr.  San^ster  with  such 
militia  soldii^rs,  Mr.  Sangster  sent  word  to  him  that  he 
would  not  stand  such  usage,  an<l  would  make  a  bon-fire  of 
all  his  goods  in  King  Street  if  the  men  were  not  at  once 
removed,  and  burn  them  up,  leaving  his  house  empty. 
This  he  did,  so  far  as  the  removal  was  concerned,  but 
Mayor  Gurnett  heard  of  it  and  took  the  soldiers  away. 

I  was  quite  intimate  with  the  Mayor  in  his  last  days,  but 
he  never  got  rid  of  his  great  prejudice  against  all  who  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  rebellion  of  1837,  or  the  Reformers 
of  that  day.  He  was  a  great  favorite  with  the  police ; 
they  carried  him  to  his  grave  on  their  shoulders,  twenty 
odd  years  ago.  Had  Mr.  Gurnett  been  more  kind  and  con- 
ciliatory in  his  manner,  his  abilities  would  have  made  him 
a  most  popular  man  in  Toronto. 

His  Courier  paper  was  ably  conducted  in  the  Old 
Family  Compact  cause.  I  was  writing  in  *.he  Hamilton 
Free  Press,  in  1832,  '33,  '34,  '35,  in  suppoit  of  the  very 
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opposite  cour.se  to  him,  and  strongly  for  the  H\'stein  of 
respon.sible  government,  then  refused  to  u.s  by  England 
an(]  tlie  ('ompact,  hut  since  ostablislied  l»y  Robi-rt  Baldwin 
and  L.  liafontaine,  ministers  in  T842  4.S. 
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OI.I)    FAMIMKS    IN    AXt'ASI'KH,    FI{()M    1816   TO    1830. 

Tliere  was  a  family  named  Lodor,  the  head  of  it  Job 
Lodor,  of  wliicli  some  distant  niemljers  aiv  still  there,  and 
their  old  house  is  thrre :  tlie  famiiv  of  the  Andrusses ; 
the  family  of  Matthew  C -rooks,  a  leadinij,'  magistrate,  then 
and  for  many  years  Chairman  of  the  Gore  District  Quarter 
Sessions,  after  whom  the  late  Chief  Justice  Matthew  Crooks 
Cameron  was  named :  the  family  of  the  Kosseaus,  the  head 
of  which  kept  a  large  hotel  there — some  of  the  family  are 
still  living;  the  family  of  the  Messrs.  Chepps,  merchants* 
some  living  there :  the  family  of  the  Gurnetts,  the  head 
being  the  late  George  Gurnett,  of  whom  I  have  spoken ; 
the  family  of  the  Cooleys  living  close  by  the  village ;  the 
family  of  the  Milnes,  the  head  of  which  was  old  Captain 
Milne,  a  naval  officer,  an  intimate  friend  of  my  father. 
His  son  was  a  Lieutenant  Milne — all  of  the  English  navy 
— another  son  was  Alexander  AFilne,  my  old  oltice  mate  in 
Mr.  Berrie's  law  office  at  Hamilton — some  of  his  children 
are  living  still — a  most  worthy  and  excellent  man  he  v/as, 
and  I  honor  his  memor3^  Mr.  Robert  Berrie's  family,  in 
whose  office  I  studied  law  from  1829  to  1835.  His  wife 
was  a  Miss  Helen  Butler,  a  granddaughter,  I  think,  of  the 
celebrated  Colonel  Butler,  who  served  on  the  side  of  the 
English  in  the  American  Revolutionary  War,  and  whose 
body  is  buried  at  Niagara  town,  in  the  English  church- 
yard there,  with  hundreds  more  of  once  old  celebrated 
persons. 

Near  Ancastei^  there  lived  the  large  family  of  the 
Shavers,  farmers,  whose  descendants  numbei*  hundreds — 
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C/Utheriiu'  V^uiidcrlip,  of  wlioni  1  have  s))okoii  Itefore,  mar- 
ried one  of  theip  :  also  tlic  t'aiuilv  of  IIk;  Uiichies,  husband 
and  wife  haviiii»'  died  the  saiiu!  day,  and  arc  buried  in 
the  ol<l  C'liuivli  burying-jj^round  :  also  the  family  of  tlie 
Hatts,  some  of  whom  are  buri.-<l  there.  A  ojvat  many  of 
th<'  oldest  i\»sidents  of  the  country  around  arc  buried  in 
tins  buryinc'-gronnd.  Some  of  the  family  of  the  TitFanies. 
one  of  whom  was  Dr.  Oliver  Tilfany,  the  ol(k\st  doctor  in 
Can.ida,  are  buried  thert; :  amonc- tliem  his  nephew,  ()eor<)fe 
S.  'riffany,  a  lawyer  of  Hamilton.  This  cemetery  is  worth 
visiting,  to  see  tlie  names  of  people  wh(j  lived  a  century 
ago. 

The  town  of  Ancaster  is  beautifully  situated  on  a  moun- 
tain ridge,  had  good  water  privileges,  once  a  good  grist 
and  other  mills,  maiuifactories  of  cloths,  carding  mills,  and 
many  fine  stort^s.  Jt  liad  also  a  great  many  iinc  private 
I'esidences,  with  gardens  of  fruit  tree.s.  The  water  was 
good  and  locality  healtliy.  The  country  and  soil  around 
Ancaster  were  beautiful  —  sandy,  full  of  tine  oak,  maple, 
chestnut  and  pine  forests.  It  is  thre^i  miles  from  Dundas. 
seven  from  Hamilton,  and  seventeen  miles  from  Brantford  : 
was,  in  its  palmy  days,  a  lovely  abode  for  all. 

Some  of  the  best  old  fauiilies  in  Ontario  lived  origin- 
allv  in  Ancaster:  now  it  is  a  sileni.  di lai)! dated,  decavint- 
town,  no  business  of  anv  account  being  done  in  it.  So  old 
places  change  in  their  times,  'i'he  cause  of  Ancaster's 
decay  was  its  distance  from  the  head  of  na\'igation, 
the  cost  of  conveying  goods  from  it  to  the  lake,  or  port, 
where  goods  could  l)e  shipped.  All  goods  ha<l  to  be 
taken  over  the  mountain.  Near  Ancaster  are  to  be 
found  some  of  the  highest  points  of  land  in  an;,  'egiou 
in  Wentworth  County,  from  which  tine  views  are  ob- 
tained of  Dundas  and  the  mountains  surroundino-  tlnit 
town,  East  Flamboi'o'  and  Burlington  Bav.     All  mv  familv' 


50 


RKMINISCKNCES   OF   CFIARLES   DURAND, 


II! 


and  self  used  to  visit  Aiicaster  and  Dundas  very  ol'ten  in 
my  youthful  days.  Brotlier  Henry  used  to  haul  wheat 
down  there  from  our  great  (ir.ind  River  farm,  and  also 
lumber  from  our  father's  two  saw-mills. 


i! 


THE    INDIANS     )F   THE   GRAND    RIVER — THEIR    HABITS. 

In  my  young  days,  from  1820  to  1830,  Ancaster  was  the 
objective  point  to  which  the  Grand  River  Indians  used 
weekly,  even  daily,  to  pass  over  my  father's  farm,  and  walk 
down  the  Grand  River  road  from  the  Indian  settlements 
six  miles  back  of  my  father's  farms  (for  he  owned  at  least 
six  farms  of  two  hundred  acres  each  there),  and,  with  their 
packs  on  their  backs,  walk  their  weary  way  to  and  from 
Ancaster  to  their  homes  again,  about  thirtj^  miles  in  all. 
They  took  down  baskets,  furs,  berries,  anything  they 
might  ha\'e  tt)  sell  to  the  stores  there,  getting  in  exchange 
goods  of  all  kinds,  tobacco  and  eatables.  As  a  boy  I  loved 
to  watch  them.  They  did  not  walk  as  we  do,  but  in  single 
file  in  long  lines,  men  and  women  together;  the  men  first, 
and  the  women,  or  squaws,  as  they  were  called,  next  in  line 
with  their  little  papooses  strapped  on  their  backs  on  board 
supports — on  flat  boards.  The  little  papooses  were  never 
heard  to  cry.  Silently  they  strode  along  as  is  their  custom 
in  the  old  woods,  speaking  in  a  low  strange  tongue. 
These  Indians  never  did  anyone  any  harm,  never  interfered 
with  anything  on  my  father's  farms;  they  would  let  down 
the  fence  or  open  gates  and  put  all  right  again.  My  father 
occasionally  used  to  employ  them  to  work,  to  cut  grass  or 
wheat,  but  they  were  poor  workers  and  immense  eaters ; 
they  did  not,  as  we  do,  use  knives  and  forks,  but  used  their 
fingers  and  hands  instead,  eating  voraciously. 

Occasionally  I  used  to  watch  the  Indians,  encamped  in 
the  woods  on  my  father's  farm,  in  their  temporary  wig- 
wams, made  of  basswood  bark  and  poles  set  upright  in  a 
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comical  I'aHhiou  to  carry  oft'  the  rain  and  keep  off  the  wild 
Hiiinials  and  birds. 


AN    ENCAMPMENT   ONCE    VISITED    BY    ME. 

I  visited  one  of  these  wigwams  as  a  matter  of  boyish 
curiosity  to  see  wdiat  they  were  doing  there.  I  can  dis- 
tinctly remember  it  in  the  sunnner  time,  probably  in 
1822,  when  I  w'as  about  twelve  years  old,  and  saw  a  little 
Indian  girl  sitting  by  the  dooi*  looking  at  me.  As  I 
watched  her  silently  in  the  woods  she  as  silently  watched 
me  a  few  hundred  feet  away  until  we  both  gave  up  our 
watching.  I  knew  what  I  was  thinking  about,  and  won- 
dered what  that  Indian  girl  of  the  woods  was  thinking 
about. 

I  thought  she  wanted  to  speak  to  me,  but  of  course 
could  not  do  so  in  her  language,  and  I  thought  how  still 
and  silent  a  life  she  led.  The  woods  were  green  and 
silent,  the  leaves  rustling  on  the  trees,  the  birds  twittering 
in  their  branches,  the  squirrels  gamboling,  jumping  from 
branch  to  bianch,  and  nature  quiet  as  the  little  Indian 
girl.  She  probably  had  no  care,  no  thought  of  anything 
but  the  wild  woods,  or  the  berries  she  could  gather,  the 
hark  she  could  carry  to  her  mother,  who,  no  doubt,  was 
there  making  mats,  baskets  and  moccasins.  The  camp 
consisted  of  one  family. 

These  children  of  the  forest  live  plainly,  their  food 
being  Indian  corn  and  berries,  birds  caught,  or  meat  they 
got  from  animals  killed.  Their  beds  are  skins  of  wnld 
animals,  and  the  branches  of  trees  or  pine  foliage.  Their 
occupations  scenes  of  sameness,  not  knowing  one  day 
from  another,  Sundays  from  week-days,  having  few  wants, 
good  health,  quiet  sleep,  few  ills  and  fewer  evils.  They 
pass  their  days  in  happy  listlessness.     So  it  has  been  for 
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generatioiiH  witli  tliem,  hundreds  of  yeui'H.     No  one  knows 


how  loTiiT  in  Anicrici. 


II 


MY    MOTH  Kits    HOUSEHOLD    DUTIES    IN     KAHI.Y    DAYS. 

My  niothin'  made  hur  own  butter,  cheese,  liead-cln  • -e  ; 
liarns  were  dried  in  smoke-houses;  apples  pared  and  hmi^- 
up  by  tires :  pumpkins  done  in  the  same  wny ;  *^eese  kept 
were  plucked  to  make  feather  beds  and  pillows ;  wool 
carded  into  rolls,  spun  into  yarn,  and  kept  ready  to  make 
into  cloth  ;  the  \'arn  into  cloth  by  the  weaver.  On  many 
a  morninn"  early  I  have  lain  in  bed  and  heard  the  music  of 
the  spinning  wheels — all  of  which  I  saw  when  young. 
Pigs  wei'(.'  fattened  by  coi'n  and  peas,  killed  in  the  autumn, 
and  scalded  in  barrels  until  the  hair  fell  off;  cows  milked 
regularly  ;  sheep  washed  beforehand  in  creeks,  and  sheared, 
ovens  inside  the  house  or  outside  warmed  with  pine  or 
dry  wood,  the  coals  raked  out,  and  pies  or  bread  baked  beau 
tifuUy.  Doughnuts  called  crullers  and  cakes  baked  in  hot 
lard  were  oommon.  The  douo'h  was  well  made  and  sweet- 
ened  first,  then  niade  into  all  shapes  and  thrown  into  hot, 
boiling  lard.  I  was  very  fond  of  these  lard  cakes,  when  young. 
How  primitive  everything  was  I  Wild  animals  like  foxes, 
beavers,  otters,  porcupines,  ground-hogs,  squirrels,  muskrats, 
v/olves  and  l)ears,  supplied  the  people  with  furs,  and  gave  fur 
collars  and  gloves  and  robes  in  winter.  Raccoons,  too, 
supplied  fur  for  this  purpose.  Dogs  were  valuable  to  catch 
wild  animals.  ])eer  were  abundant  and  supplied  plenty  of 
venison  in  winter.  Wild  turkeys,  partridges  and  quails, 
ducks  and  wild  geese  were  shot  in  most  parts  of  our  country. 

Oxen  were  generally  used  in  the  backwoods  in  place  of 
horses.  The  backwoods  houses  were  built  of  logs  squared 
and  plastered  on  the  outside  and  inside,  Dundas,  in  the  early 
times  of  my  life,  from  1812  to  1820,  was  the  largest  town, 
excepting  Ancaster,  and  both  from  1820  to  1830,  the  chief 
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towns  ill  the  counties  ol'  Weiitwortli  and  llulton.  Niagu.r;i 
was  lar«^^er,  and  from  1800  to  l(S20,  was  perluip.s  larger  tlian 
Toronto.  After  18:^2,  Hamilton  took  the  lead  of  I)un<las 
and  Ancaster.  My  father  bought,  in  1820  or  thereabouts. 
1,200  acres  of  land  on  the  Indian  Reserve,  seven  miles  froni 
Rrantford  and  ten  miles  west  of  Ancaster.  I  will  now 
sppak  of  it. 

('i;n    (il{.\M)    ItlVEIl    llICSIDENfE. 

r  am  not  certain  as  to  the  year  our  family  moved  to  the 
(jrrand  River  road,  ten  miles  from  Ancaster,  thirteen  from 
Dundas  and  sexenteen  ..om  Hamilton,  hut  think,  to  tlie 
best  of  my  memory,  it  would  l)e  in  181!)  or  1820.  My 
father  owned  iIkm';.'  on  the  Six  Nation  Indian  reserved 
lands,  1,200  acres  of  land,  about  100  cleared,  which  he 
boua'ht  off  a  man  named  Fowler — that  is,  he  bouij:ht  out 
his  ri^dit.  The  house  on  it  was  a  lai"*4'e,  lo<i;diouse  two 
stories  high,  made  of  logs  hewed  on  both  sides,  with  a 
fraiii''  addition  of  clapboards  also  two  stories.  1  am  not 
certain  who  built  this  last  addition,  but  it  was  the  best 
part  of  it,  and  there  was  a  family  kitchen  attached  to  the 
last  of  the  clapboard  work,  leading  into  a  yard.  Adjoining 
this  was  a  well  and  yard,  and  to  the  east  of  it  a  large 
orchard  of  tine  apple  and  cherry  trees.  To  the  south  of 
the  house  there  was  a  large  garden,  next  to  it  a  barn,  still 
more  south  aiKjther  barn  and  cleared  fields.  To  the  south, 
towards  the  Grand  River  settlements  of  the  Indians,  there 
were  in  the  woods,  on  a  large  creek  called  Fairchild's  Creek, 
two  saw-mills,  built  and  owned  by  my  father,  in  which 
large  (piantities  of  boards  were  sawed.  This  creek  still 
exists,  though  now  very  small :  it  passes  down  by  Harris- 
burgh  on  the  (h-eat  Western  Railroad.  It  was  in  1820  a 
large  stream  because  tlu  country  was  all  wooded  and  not 
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brokon  up  by  farms.     Such  streams  liave  all  ^rown  less  in 
time  as  the  country  was  cleared  up. 

The  roads  were  then  <;tMierally  corduroy  roads,  built  oi* 
logs  thrown  down,  hewed  on  one  side  and  covered  with 
dirt.  Most  of  the  roads  from  our  farm  to  Ancastcr  con- 
sisted of  corduroy  road  work.  N(!ar  Ancaster  village  it 
was  sandy  and  open. 

(>i.l>    LOG-HOUSE   SCHOOLS. 

With  this  old  residence  w'  re  I  lived  from,  say,  1820  to 
1(S82,  nearly  constantly,  aLnough  I  was  part  of  the  time 
(in  1829,  '30  and  '31)  in  Hamilton,  I  was,  of  course,  very 
familiar.  It  was  here  I  Hrst  commenced  my  young  man- 
hood. It  was  in  1820  when  I  went  there,  only  nine- 
years  old :  when  I  left,  as  .said  in  part,  I  was  eighteen  or 
nineteen — when  I  lost  my  dear  mother  in  1828,  I  was 
seventeen.  It  was  at  this  old  residence  that  I  lirst  com- 
menced to  write  in  books — to  keep  a  diary  of  the  weatlier, 
to  write  the  history  of  birds,  trees  and  flowens,  to  write  on 
general  history,  the  history  of  men,  and  often  to  writ».- 
poetry  a  little.  It  was  here  I  commenced  to  think  deeply 
on  all  subjects.  Being  only  nine  years  old  when  I  lefr> 
Dundas,  I  again  conmienced  going  to  school  at  the  Granc'. 
River  road,  as  I  said,  to  an  American  school-teacher,  in  a 
log-house.  His  name  was  Hoag,  or  Owal,  if  I  remember 
rightly.  I  went  to  him  about  two  years.  In  1828  I  went 
to  school  at  Dundas  again  to  a  teacher  named  McMahon,  a 
Dublin  scholar,  brought  out  to  Canada  by  four  gentlemen  : 
m}'^  father,  Mr.  Emanuel  Overfield,  Mr.  Caleb  Hopkins  and 
Mr.  Nelles,  of  Grimsby.  He  was  a  very  capable  teacher — 
Greek  and  Latin  scholar.  Before  speaking  of  him  at  this 
school,  I  must  give  an  account  of  what  my  experiences 
were  at  the  old  Grand  River  home  and  its  memories,  all 
of  primitive  and  rustic  kinds. 


OF   TORONTO,    BAHUI8TEU. 


55 


HOW   TIIK    COlJNTilY    THEN    AIM'EAUKD. 

The  country  tlien  waa  Vfiy  primitive  in  l.S2() — the  hnbits, 
seliools,  farnier.s,  all  priniitivt>.  You  have  heard  of  siidi  a 
thing  in  hooks  of  old  as  "boarding"  out  or  around,"  us  it 
was  said,  which  ni'^ans  that  primitive  school-masters  did 
not  pay  for  their  board,  hut  hoarded  from  one  nei<^hbor's 
house  to  another  all  around  the  s"ttlement,  making  fri(^nds 
with  all,  as  familiar  as  one  of  tliemselves — being  a  tint- 
fellow,  jolly  and  learned.  Jf  not  married,  always  a  gallant 
with  the  grown-up  daughters  who  had  an  eye  to  a  future 
match  with  so  gallant  and  ieai  ned  a  man.  In  sucli  cases, 
too,  the  mammas  would  be  sure  to  give  him  soft  beds  and 
nice  meals.  This  old  custom,  then  so  general  all  over,  is 
in  the  backwoods  (some  of  which  exist  in  Ontario)  still 
existing. 

By  the  way,  to  interrupt  my  school  story  for  a  moment. 
Speaking  of  early  poetry  as  made  by  me  in  1828-29,  the  first 
lines  I  recollect  as  made  were  on  one  dear  girl,  tlie  beauti- 
ful Cathei'ine  Vanderlip,  an  innkeeper's  daughter  of  the 
(Jrand  lliver  road,  of  whom  I  intend  in  a  few  lines  to 
speak.  I  must  plead  guilty  to  being  a  little  like  Robert 
Burns,  as  to  sweet,  innocent,  country  maidens ;  for  being 
naturally  of  an  imaginative,  poetic  turn  of  mind,  beauty  of 
all  sorts  took  my  fancy,  as  his  Highland  Mary,  Mary  of 
Argyle  and  Annie  Laurie  did  his. 

Now,  Mr.  Hoag,  the  Grand  River  teacher,  boarded  round, 
taught  many  a  young  girl's  -and  boy's  budding  ideas  to 
shoot  forth,  and  mine  too  in  some  degree,  although  I  had 
been  drilled  a  good  deal  in  1816  to  1819,  at  Dundas,  with 
Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Kirkpatrick.  All  the  farmers'  sons  and 
daughters  in  the  surrounding  settlement  near  my  father's 
went  to  this  Mr.  Hoag's  school,  among  them  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  Mr.  Edward  Vanderlip,  the  said  innkeeper, 
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includiiiL'  his  bouutirul  and  (.'xcfiliiit  dau'dilcr  Catlicfinc. 
Ho.  Ml'.  \an(l(M'lip,  wjis  r«'lat('(l  to  another  innk(H>])(M' 
naiiiiMl  William  \'an(h)i-li[),  a  C('l('l)fati'(|  man  oj'  those  days, 
an  cMci'ly  man  wli<>  had  Ix'on  one  of  the  lloyal  liutlei" 
Rangers  in  (hi' Anieriejiu  llovolutionaiy  war,  a  iv^'imcnt  of 
mon  which  was  said  to  liavo  been  tlie  most  eliective  and 
cruel  in  the  J>riti.sli  army.  Colonel  Stone,  tlic  Anujrican 
Instorian  ol*  that  war,  in  his  liistorv  says  the\'  wcsre  e.\- 
eessively  cruel.  He  was  also  related  to  many  oth  r  families 
and  numerous  hraiiches,  such  as  the  Lau(.js  family  and 
the  Westhrooks — old  .Major  Westhrook,  a  United  Empire 
Lin'jdist,  hr\]\(f  their  head.  My  brothers  went  to  this  school 
—  Henry  and  the  younuer  ones.  J  only  learnt  the  English 
branches  of  education  here,  jiot  classics.  My  father  always 
had  an  idea  that  as  I  was  a  studi<jus  boy,  a  constant  book- 
woiin,  J  must  be  made  a  lawyer.  'I'lie  other  children  were 
destined  i'or  mercantile  business  ;  Hemy  for  a  sui'veyor. 
Every  profession  was  not,  as  it  is  now,  crowded  with 
applicants.  What  a  pity  it  is  so,  lor  many  line  young 
fellows  have  <;one  otf  to  the  United  States  by  reason  of 
this.  It  is  to  bo  hoped  they  will  soon  come  back  to  their 
own  countrv. 
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THE    SOLITARY    WOODS. 

Where  only  birds  aro  seen- Sciuivrols  gambol  uiuong  the  trees    -The 

wind  roars  among  the  high  pines — The  partridge  drums  to 

its  mate,  and  wild  echoes  are  heard  all  around  us. 

In  this  twelve-hundred-acre  farm,  over  which  even  a 
horse-rider  could  travel  all  day  and  not  explore  its  many  hills 
and  valleys,  I  used  often  to  wander  alone,  and  it  was  my 
delight  to  do  so,  as  it  was  my  delight  to  watch  the  actions, 
the  lives  and  (shall  I  say  ?)  family  cares  of  this  beautiful 
part  of  creation — the  birds.  It  would  be  in  the  days  of 
May   and   June.     There  I   would  observe  their  aftection 


I 


OK   TORONTO,    BAURISTEU. 


61 


for  each  other,  male  and  f(Mnale  :  how  they  assisted  each 
other  ill  their  nests  with  their  yonni^  :  sanj^  to  i-ach  other 
or  ffuar<led  their  nests  from  enemies.  Anion^  the  most 
all'ectionate  of  them  was  tlie  little  blue  tojn-tit,  with  a 
plumasje  mostly  hlne,  a  black  head,  and  white;  breast  and 
holly — (juite  a  small  bird,  that  builds  its  nest  in  holes  in 
rotten  trees  often,  a  few  feet  from  the  ground.  I  don't 
here  give  the  Latin  name  of  the  birds:  only  describe  its 
pluma<jfe  and  notes.  Some  call  this  l)ird.  an<l  I  used  to  do 
so,  the  cliickadee.  Its  note  is  often  "  Chickadee-dee-dee  " 
as  it  flies  from  you  in  the  bushes,  and  it  has  also  another 
cry,  such  as  "  Phrebe,  phtiebe,  ])luebe,"  especially  when  it 
visits  our  houses  in  little  flocks  or  pairs.  It  is  not  the 
same  bird  I  have  alluded  to  as  the  house  and  barn  phoebe. 
f  have  as  a  boy  for  hours  watched  these  birds  in  the 
woods.  So  familiar  had  I  become  to  birils  and  their  various 
cries  amono^  the  trees  that  I  could  tell  the  different  ones 
from  these  cries,  even  if  I  heard  them  some  distance  off 
«>r  liigli  in  the  green  trees.  I  can  allude  to  the  bluejay  ; 
the  different  kinds  of  woodpeckers,  some  of  which  climb 
the  high  pine  trees,  running  up  and  down  the  tree  sup- 
ported by  their  claws  only,  uttering  their  jubilant  spring 
cries.  Others  might  be  seen  high  up  in  the  branches,  such 
as  the  plough-bird,  that  cries  "  Cadaway,  cadaway,"  as  boys 
or  men  driving  the  horses  in  the  ploughed  fields  would  sing 
out.  Others,  as  the  little  wood-wren,  the  tiniest  of  our 
birds,  or  the  larger  dun-wren,  so  often  seen  about  saw-mills, 
would  warble  about  the  woods;  the  small  one  has  a  beau- 
tiful little  continued  song.  Perhaps  the  cat-bird,  a  beautiful 
songster,  would  commence  a  song  very  similar  to  the  large, 
brown  field -thrush  ;  or  the  wood- thrush,  equally  beautiful 
in  its  song,  would  start  a  tune  in  a  lonely  valley.  The 
large  brown  thrush  sings  only  in  open  fields  or  near  houses, 

often  in  June  in  the  thorn  tree's  snowy  head. 
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A^ain  I  would  liear  the  Hpotted  warbler — white  and 
black;  the  male  with  ji  I'ed  spot  in  the  forehead,  the  size  of 
the  red-l)rea.sted  hhic^liird — fly  from  tree  to  tree,  uttering  a 
very  sweet  whistle  something  lii^e  the  robin's.  I  call  this 
bird  the  forest  robin,  altliough  (piite  <lifterent  in  color, 
Several  small  birds,  one  with  a  variegated  plumage,  grey, 
golden,  yellow  and  red,  wouM  appear  in  a  bush  near  me 
uttering  a  low,  sweet  twitter.  I  saw  one  of  these  birds  as 
high  up  north  this  summer  in  August  as  VVoodington  on 
Lake  Rosseau.  Well,  amid  this  lullaby  of  birds  the  solemn 
woods  would  roar — its  sweet  June  odors  from  the  bursting 
foliage  and  flowers  just  starting  from  the  leaves  would 
delight  the  senses.  In  such  scenes  I  repeatedly  wandered 
and  never  got  tired  of  it.  In  the  woods  in  June  when  the 
sun  shines  down  in  softness  on  everything,  no  place  is  equal 
to  the  great  solemn  woods  where  we  are  alone,  undisturbed 
by  artificiality  or  man's  vices  and  selfishness.  It  seems  as 
if  God  walked  in  the  cool  of  the  day  as  in  paradise. 
These  visits  were  made  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to  twenty. 
The  cat-bird  is  so  called  because  of  its  mewing  just  like  a 
young  cat,  and  to  hear  it  and  not  know  what  it  was  you 
would  suppose  a  cat  was  in  the  bush. 

Near  the  borders  of  farms,  and  this  farm,  you  would 
see  and  hear  in  these  months  the  bluebird,  the  robin, 
the  thrush,  the  bob-o'-link  ;  the  garden  sparrow,  not 
like  our  little  English  pests  that  never  sing,  but  which 
early  in  April  sings  beautifully  ;  the  yellow  wild  canary 
bird,  one  of  which  I  saw  last  August  in  Muskoka — it  has 
a  varied,  lovely  song ;  the  king-bird,  attacking  all  other 
birds  ;  the  chewee,  crying  "  Chewee,  chewee  "  as  it  starts 
^m  a  brush-heap. 
This  great  estate  was  not  less  than  three  miles  from 
north  to  south,  running  nearly  to  the  Indian  settlements, 
and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide  from  east  to  west,  on  the 
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great  Unuicl  River  road  to  Brantt'ord.  Its  scittlod  parts 
lay  on  tlie  road,  and  there  were  j^reat  pint;  and  nmple 
forests  on  it,  with  two  well-work(!d  Huw-inills,  driven  by 
the  liciiiinied-up  waters  of  the  Fairchild  Creek. 

MY   SCHOOL   DAYS    IN    DUNDAS    AND    IIAVflLTON    HEFOUE    I 
COMMENCED   TO   STUDY    LAW    IN    1828-29. 

My  brothers  and  I  boarded  a  sliort  time  with  the  family 
of  Mr.  MacMahon.  He  was  the  fatlier  of  the  present  .Judfije 
MacMahon,  of  County  Judge  named  MacMahon,  and  of  Dr. 
MacMalion  of  Dundas.  Before  my  brother  George  went  to 
this  school,  he  attended  the  same  school  in  Hamilton,  a 
District  school  kept  by  Mr.  John  Law  in  1820-27,  at  which 
the  Rev.  Egerton  Ryerson,  afterwards  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, also  attended  and  received  his  education  in  part. 

Old  Mr.  Manuel  Overfield  about  this  time,  from  insanity 
to  the  regret  of  everyone,  connnitted  suicide.  He  had  a 
number  of  sons  and  daughters,  and  a  moi.o  lovable  wife, 
frequently  alluded  to  in  this  volume,  who  lived,  as  I  have 
said,  to  the  age  of  ninety  years  and  over  in  Dundas,  and 
was  one  of  the  fineot  women  in  Canada.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Fairfield,  mentioned  in  a  former  chapter,  her 
sister  being  the  wife  of  the  celebrated  Marshall  S.  Bidwell 
a  most  eminent  lawyer  of  Canada,  who  left  Canada,  having 
been  driven  away  by  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  by  threats 
during  the  Rebellion  of  1887,  no  evidence  having  ever  been 
produced  against  him.  He  never  returned  to  (^anada, 
although  pressed  to  do  so  by  the  Rev.  Egerton  Ryerson 
many  years  after.  This  was  one  of  the  infamous  acts  of 
that  Governor.  After  going  to  this  school  of  MacMahon  a 
year  or  more  with  my  brothers  (all  of  them  except  James 
were  educated  there).  I  went  to  a  school  in  Hamilton  for 
a  while  kept  by  Mr.  Stephen  Randall,  a  very  odd  but  gifted 
young  man  from  Quebec,  who  had  been  sent  up  there  as 
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the  ]»rot('j:fo  of  HiHlioj)  Mountain,  of  Qu('l»«'c.  I  think  I 
also  rccciviMl  instniction  IVoni  Mr.  .lohn  Law.  With  them 
I  h'arncd  Latin,  (iict-k,  iMiclid,  and  the  lower  hranclioH  of 
mathrMnatics,  lor  houk!  time.  In  Novcnihcr,  IH29,  I  was 
articled  as  a  law  student  to  Mr.  lioltort  lierrie,  a  Scotch 
harrister,  of  whom  1  hav(>  spoken  l)ef<)re  at  the  Aneaster 
trial.  H(^  was  also  ("Icrk  of  the  Peace  for  Wentworth  and 
Halton,  havin;^  taken  llie  place  of  ( !eorn('  Kolph,  brother 
of  Dr.  John  Kolph,  of  'J'oronto. 

HATSINO    AND    CAIJK    OK    I'OTM/riJV. 

I  shall  not  just  now  speak  of  my  law  apjirenticeship ; 
before  doin^  so,  nnist  I'efer  a<;ain  to  my  early  habits  as  a 
boy,  my  curious  experiences  with  poultry,  for  many  years. 

At  a  very  early  n<};o  (at  about  fourteen),  my  ])arentM  at 
the  Grand  River  farm  seemed  to  i)lace  nnd<'r  mv  sole  care 
all  their  poultry,  a  larne  amount  they  hadtrto,  fowls,  ducks, 
geese,  turkeys  and  others,  occasi(mally  fjjuimua  hens  and 
peacockvS.  It  became  a  mania  with  me,  a  delight,  day  and 
even  at  night  at  late  hours  in  l)arns  and  fields.  It  was  quite 
a  task  for  a  boy  raising  the  young  chickens  and  othei- 
yomig. 

The  habits  of  fowls  and  poultry,  however,  are  very  inter- 
esting, and  we  form  an  affection  for  them. 

I  was  also  very  fond  of  horses  and  riding  on  them.  My 
father  always  had  many  horses  as  well  as  dogs.  He  about 
this  time  gave  me  a  favorite  dog  named  "  Keene,"  a  grey- 
hound of  wonderful  speed,  which  (poor  animal)  got  burnt 
up  in  my  father's  house  when  burnt,  of  whicli  I  will  speak, 
in  1829,  after  my  mother's  death.  He  also  had  a  Lower 
Canadian  French  grey  pony,  on  which  I  was  very  fond  of 
riding  over  the  farm.  He  had  a  beautiful  little  bay  mare 
called  "Pink,"  on  which,  in  1831-2,  I  rode  for  a  week  in 
delivering  county  collector's  rolls  all  over  the  counties  of 
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Wentwortli,  Hiiltoii,  WV'lliiin^toii,  Wati'rloo  and  liraut,  fur 
the  Clerk  of  tlie  P«jace,  whieli  coimtitj.s  tlioii  coiiHtitutcd  oih; 
t'reat  (li.strict  calltMl  the  (Jon'  District. 

My  poultry  mitiia  laHtt'd  from  1822  to  182H,  or  tl»er«'- 
aboiits.  My  late  Hist«*r,  Mrs.  Harriet  Hamilton,  of  llainiltoii, 
used  ill  after  years  to  laii;;h  at  tne  about  n»y  lovo  of  poul- 
try. I  l)ecaiii(5  fond  of  pnultry  an<l  took  care  of  some  even 
at  I )uudas  before  1820:  the  fact  was,  I  knew  their  cries  and 
sounds  .so  W(!ll  that  [  could  suninion  a  rooster  or  a  Ik'U  (all 
of  tluMU  if  nt'ct'ssary)  to  nie  without  (he  least  trouble;  and 
the  imitation  ))V  me  of  the  crovvini''  of  tlw  cock,  the  cack- 
lin«j  and  noist;  (jf  the  hens,  ducks.  o(M'se  and  turktivs  was 
perfect,  1  may  say  is  so  even  now  after  so  m:iny  years.  At 
Dundas  mv  father  bou^^ht  for  mc  a  famous  I'ame  hen  and 
e^^- layer  of  a  Spanish  breed,  after  which  I  looked.  My 
I'ecol lection  of  this  is  that  this  \V(»iiderful  hen  laid  over  180 
etrtrs  in  one  year,  reckoning-  sj)i'in«;,  sunnner  and  autumn. 
Younj.^  chickens  were  carcd'ully  penned  to  keep  the  hawks 
from  them.  Many  a  day  have  I  watche<l  the  poor  heris 
and  chickens  keepino-  oft'  the  hawks,  weasels  and  minks- 
then  so  numerous  and  destructivt^  of  poultry.  I  looked 
after  the  e((*j^s  and  brought  them  in  to  my  mother  before  1828. 
Then  I  was  veiy  fond  of  riding  my  favorite  j^rey  pony ; 
once  came  nearly  beiuo-  killed  by  ridin*^  with  great  speed 
over  a  field  and  suddenly  coming  to  a  stop  uoav  a  fence — l)y 
the  sudden  stop  I  was  thrown  on  my  back  to  the  grt>und. 
The  fall  was  terrible.  I  could  not  lift  a  pound  for  months, 
so  strained  were  the  muscles  about  my  arms  and  breast. 
[  caused  the  pony  to  jump  over  high  logs,  four  feet  high  or 
more.  Climbing  trees  and  high  places  was  a  favorite 
pastime  of  mine.  I  was  not  a  cruel  boy  naturally,  but  at 
times  very  mischievous.  Let  me  tell  what  happened  to  me 
once  by  reason  of  this  when  about  fourteen  years  old.  It 
may   deter  my  young  readers  from  being  cruel  to  poc^* 
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dumb  animals.  Once  I  was  in  my  father's  stable  and  to 
annoy  and  tease  his  beautiful  little  mare,  afterwards  my 
favorite  little  "  Pink,"  I  used  the  pitchfork  to  prick  and 
tickle  her  legs  when  she  was  tied  in  her  stall  and  could  not 
help  herself, — could  only  kick  out  to  no  purpose. 

HER    AFTER   REVENGE   AND   MEMORY. 

Some  time  after  this,  in  the  winter,  my  brother  Henry 
was  threshing  with  two  spans  of  horses,  in  one  of  which 
was  "Pink,"  on  the  barn  floor.  I  was  helping  him  by 
following  the  horses  around  with  a  whip.  We  used  at 
that  time  to  thresh  wheat  by  laying  quantities  of  sheaves 
on  the  floor  of  the  barn  and  with  two  teams  or  one  team 
of  horses,  as  occasion  needed,  thus  treading  out  the  grain 
from  the  straw  by  driving  them  round  and  round.  Do  you 
think  animals  have  no  memories  ?    At  all  events  Pink  had. 
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A   HORSES   MEMORY   AND   REVENGE   TOOK   PLACE. 

As  I  went  round  after  the  horses — one  being  little  "  Pink  " 
—  she  suddenly  kicked  violently  at  me  and  struck  me  in 
tlie  region  of  the  lungs  on  the  breast,  and  although  I  did 
not  fall  down  I  was  terribly  hurt  and  staggered,  holding 
my  sides — which  were  in  dreadful  pain — unable  to  breathe 
for  a  minute  or  two.  Never  did  I  feel  nearer  death  than 
at  that  time,  or  in  greater  pain. 

Many  years  ago  I  read  of  an  elephant  in  a  drove  passing 
through  Calcutta  in  India.  Passing  through  its  streets 
a  tailor's  shop,  as  it  came  near  the  tailor  the  elephant  put 
out  its  trunk  towards  the  tailor's  counter- board  and  was 
pricked  with  his  needle  severely,  but  passed  on  with  the 
rest.  Do  you  think  it  forgot  the  tailor's  needle  ?  No. 
Again  it  passed  on  this  same  street  and  shop,  not  unmind- 
ful of  the  wrong  done  it.  It  had  filled  its  trunk  with 
mu  Idy  water,  and  as  it  approached  the  tailor,  spurted  the 
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muddy  water  all  over  him,  getting  even  with  him  for  his 
cruelty. 

When  this  most  painful  accident  took  place,  I  went  home 
to  my  mother,  who  did  what  she  could  for  me.  I  was  sick 
for  months  with  this  kick,  and  could  not  raise  my  arms  or 
use  my  limbs  for  a  long  time.  I  saw  her  (Pink)  turn  her 
head  as  she  kicked,  with  her  black  eyes,  as  much  as  to  say, 
"  Vou  cruel  young  rascal,  I  will  pay  you  off  for  your 
cruelty."  I  knew  what  she  meant,  feeling  it  was  justice  on 
me.  This  little  mare  was  afterwards,  in  1828,  ridden  by 
me  ten  miles  to  Ancaster  to  get  a  doctor  for  my  mother, 
who  was  dying.  This  was  proof  of  tw^^  things,  memory  in 
tlie  little  mare  and  revenge.  I  have  heard  the  same  things 
related  of  dogs  and  elephants.  This  was  the  same  little 
mare  which  I  used  in  1832  in  riding  all  over  the  District  of 
Gore  to  deliver  collector's  rolls. 

I  want  to  say,  in  connection  with  this  story,  that  no  one 
should  be  cruel  to  animals  of  any  kind,  nor  tease  them. 
They  are  God's  creatures,  given  to  us  to  be  treated  well 
and  kindly.  No|  one  should  tear  down  poor  little  birds' 
nests,  or  steal  or  destroy  their  eggs ;  they  are  given  to  us 
to  sing  and  chirp  and  praise  God  in  the  woods  and  fields, 
not  to  destroy.  They  are  God's  little  messengers  of  peace 
to  us.  How  beautiful  t!iey  are,  how  faithful  to  each  other 
in  their  nests !  How  they  help,  male  and  female,  to  rear 
their  young  in  the  summer,  guard  their  offspring  and  teach 
them  to  fly ! 

My  dear  mother,  in  her  kindness  to  me,  giving  advice, 
often  told  me  to  read  God's  word  in  the  Bible,  as  she  was 
then  lying  on  a  sick  bed  in  1827-28.  I  was  near  her  when 
she  died,  and  shed  tears  over  her.  My  mother  died  on  the 
19th  day  of  August,  1828 — was  only  thirty-seven  years 
old. 
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A    SUDDEN    AND    AWFUL    THUNDER   STORM. 


When  I  was  a  boy  of  about  twelve  years  of  age  I  was  in 
my  father's  house,  the  only  one  present  with  my  mother, 
when  a  great  thunder  storm  came  up.  Persons  acciuainted 
with  our  climate  know  liow  suddenly  these  thunder  storms 
come  on.  I  once  knew  one  in  Toronto,  in  JS')5,  that, 
came  on  just  as  I  was  going  with  my  wife  and  children  in  a 
horse-boat  from  the  Church  Street  wharf  to  the  Island.  The 
sky  had  been  clear,  the  air  very  warm,  and  before  we  got 
half  a  mile  on  the  l)ay  it  seemed  to  burst  upon  us  as  if  a 
hurricane  were  blowing,  and  we  wei-e  almost  lost.  So 
upon  this  occasion  in  1820,  or  thereabouts,  the  storm  burst 
with  claps  of  thunder  over  our  house.  I  stood  close  by  my 
mother  in  the  middle  of  the  room.  We  suddenly  heard  a 
terrible  crash  near  us,  as  if  the  house  were  knocked  into 
pieces,  and  the  room  was  tilled  with  a  dismal  glare  of  blue 
tongues  of  lire  around  us.  The  dark  air  was  full  of  fire 
and  blue  and  fiery  lightning  which  seemed  to  fill  the 
room,  yet  it  did  not  hurt  us  or  throw  us  down.  The 
storm  passed  away  in  a  few  minutes — perhaps  twenty 
— and  we  found  that  within  one  hundred  feet  of  our  room 
a  ball  of  fire  had  struck  the  garden  fence  and  shattered  it 
to  pieces  and  then,  seemingly,  entered  the  earth,  doing  no 
other  mischief.  For  the  time  it  was  terrific  and  appalling 
— of  course,  very  dangerous,  for  had  it  struck  the  house  or 
barn,  not  far  oft',  both  would  have  been  set  on  fire  and  all 
would  have  gone.  Indeed,  there  was  no  one  there  to  help  to 
put  it  out,  and  we  might  have  been  killed,  knocked  sense- 
less and  burnt  up.  It  was  a  miracle  that  we  escaped  death, 
and  it  was  one  of  the  many  instances  where  God  has  spared 
my  life.  Others  I  will  speak  of  again  in  this  history,  as  I 
have  already  spoken  of  three — the  accident  when  a  child  at 
Hamilton,  the  dano-er  of  death  from  a  snake  at  Dundas 
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and  the  terrible  fall  and  kick  from  liorsos.  \N  liy  Uod  has 
spared  my  life  is  to  me  a  mystery  and  a  mercy,  a.s  I  have 
not  done  my  full  duty  to  Him,  alt]iou«;li,  as  a  rule  of 
life  have  worshipped  Him  and  induced  otliert^  to  do  s(j. 
Some  objector  ma}'  say,  "  What  has  (^lod  to  do  with  our  acci- 
dents ?  Your  views  and  ideas  an;  mere  superstitions.  "  Not 
so  in  my  opinion,  and  I  advise  all  to  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  (iod  rules  our  destinies,  and  although  life  is 
a  mystery  an«l  many  things  seenjingly  happen  by  chance, 
yet,  in  the  long  run  of  life,  God  rules  even  in  our  lives  and 
destinies.  We  profess  to  be  Christians,  most  of  us,  and  if 
we  don't,  what  are  we  ^  Is  tlu^re  any  truth  in  any  thing  ? 
and  is  the  great  Saviour  also  a  fraud  ?  My  views  may  be 
pooh,  poohed,  but  we  all  in  the  end  nuist  conui  to  view  life 
as  a  serious,  responsible  thing. 

To  all  believers  in  the  Ijord  Jesus  Christ,  who  rose  from 
the  grave  and  caused  others  in  His  lifetime  to  do  so.  He 
very  solemnly  says,  not  a  sparrow  falls  but  with  Cod's 
will,  and  God  is  in  the  tempest  to  save  as  well  as  in  the 
sunshine.  See  the  eighth  chapter  of  Matthew's  Gospel. 
There  it  is  said,  in  the  sudden  storm  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
Jesus  awoke  and  calmed  the  sea,  saying  unto  the  Apostles, 
"  Why  are  ye  fearful,  oh  ye  of  little  faith  ?  "  He  tells  us  in 
all  accidents  and  calamities  to  put  our  faith  in  God,  wlio 
cares  for  us. 

The  thunder  storm  spoken  of  was  simply  terrible,  as  was 
the  boat,  the  drifting,  the  waves  dashing  around  it,  in  1855. 
when  my  wife  and  six  daughters  (one  a  child  in  arms)  and 
servant  with  us,  together  with  a  large  company  of  Toronto 
ladies,  for  half  an  hour  were  in  danger  of  death.  We  did 
not  know  what  moment  the  boat  would  sink  in  the  boister- 
ous storm,  lasting  in  great  violence  fifteen  minutes.  Mr. 
Robert  Wilkes,  the  late  eminent  merchant,  whose  widow 
lives   on   Bloor   Street,  and    who,   many  yeai's   ago,   was 
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drowned  near  Lindsay,  was  then  a  young  man,  and  very 
religious,  took  one  of  my  daughters  on  his  knee  in  tins 
sudden  storm  and  talked  to  her,  as  a  child,  of  the  storm  on 
Galilee,  when  Christ  caused  the  storm  to  cease. 

OL!)    IIURIAL    PLACES    IN    OLD   TIMES. 

I  have  alluded  frequently  to  the  burial  of  the  old  people 
of  early  times,  which  was  done  on  their  farms — near  their 
homes  often.  It  is  strange  to  think  of  this;  but  there 
were  no  public  cemeteries  such  as  we  n  ow  have,  some  of 
which  are  beautiful  for  situation,  and  their  monuments 
exhibit  the  deep  affection  of  their  living  relatives.  Of 
none  have  I  greater  admiration  than  for  that  of  the  new 
Hamilton  cemetery  overlooking  the  Burlington  Bay,  in 
front  eastward,  and  the  great  Coots'  Paradise  valley  and 
Dundas  to  the  west,  from  which  we  also  see  the  green 
niountain  forests  of  Flamboro'  and  Ancaster.  But  in  old 
times  many  of  the  dear  ones  were  buried  in  fields  or  small 
nooks  on  farms — as  my  father  laid  his  first  wife,  who  was 
killed  as  spoken  of.  In  1834,  in  that  same  farm,  Mr. 
(leorge  Hamilton's  body  was  buried  in  a  small  burying- 
g  round  a  little  beyond  his  house  under  the  mountain  lidge 
eastward.  On  the  farm  formerly  owned — now  cut  up  into 
residences — by  the  late  Peter  H.  Hamilton,  a  small  plot 
existed  near  where  Mr.  Hendrie's  residence  stands,  in  which 
an  ancient  owner  named  Wedge  was  buried.  Not  far  from 
the  castle  of  Dundurn,  built  by  Allan  N.  McNab,  a  private 
burial  plot  exists  south-east  of  it — ^^i'  did  in  1820-30,  up  to 
1850 — in  which  his  son's  and  his  own  body  were  buried 
The  bodies  of  my  grandfather,  grandmother  and  some  uncles 
on  my  mother's  side  were  buried  there  in  1832-  )3.  It  may 
seem  strange  to  say  this,  but  I  know  from  the  will  that 
the  land  once  owned  by  the  late  Lardner  Bostwick,  who 
owned  the  large  block  of  lands  covered  by  the  stores  on 
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the  south  side  of  King  Street  from  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Office  to  Walker  &  Sons'  great  store,  contained  the  de- 
scription of  a  piece  of  land  designated  and  laid  down  by 
bounds  for  a  family  burial  plot  in  1834 — never  used.  He 
never  supposed  that  Toronto  was  to  be  an  immense  city. 
His  land  then  had  only  small  wooden  stores  upon  it  and 
his  own  cottage  home — often  seen  by  me  in  1831  and  18 '^4. 
It  also  had  upon  it  a  large  orchard,  extending  to  Colborne 
Street.  He  died  in  1834  from  an  attack  of  the  cholera, 
and  was  buried  in  the  potter's  field  then,  but  his  body 
was  moved  to  the  family  plot  in  the  Necropolis  afterwards. 
All  over  Canada  similar  instances  have  occurred  such  as 
the  above.  In  Dundas  there  was  no  cemetery  before  1835. 
Old  Mr.  Leslie's  body  was  buried  on  the  hill  overlooking 
the  town  to  the  south  as  you  go  to  Hamilton,  and  other 
bodies  were  buried  before  that ;  one  1  will  name.  It  was 
a  poor  unfortunate  young  man  named  Baby,  belonging  to 
a  very  respectable  French  family  of  Amherstburgh,  who, 
for  some  cause  which  I  did  not  know,  foolishly  committed 
suicide  by  taking  laudanum  in  1832,  when  I  as  a  law  stu- 
dent was  boarding  at  the  old  wooden  hotel  of  George  Carey, 
of  Hamilton.  His  sad  death  had  a  very  depressing  effect 
upon  me  and  others.  He  appeared  to  be  a  very  fine  young 
man,  of  noble  physique,  in  the  prime  days  of  life.  Drs. 
Rolph,  of  Dundas,  and  Merrick,  of  Hamilton,  were  called 
in,  but  too  late  to  render  any  assistance.  So  he  died  in 
his  lonely  agony,  his  body  was  carried  to  this  old  burying- 
plot  and  laid  in  its  lonely  resting-place — one  of  the  first 
to  go  there.  An  inquest  was  held,  on  which,  I  think,  I 
sat,  and  also  one  Brian  Carpenter,  who  was  a  client  of 
mine  in  after  years.  So  deeply  impressed  was  I  that  I  made 
these  sad  but  well-fitting  lines  of  poetry  on  his  fate.  At 
that  early  date  I  often  wrote  poetry  in  The  Gasket.     For 
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want  of  room  I  will  (Jiily  iii«ert  aix  stanzas  of  tliu  iiior^ 
impressive  kind  : 

THE    suicide's   UUA.VE. 

Yon  heaving  mound  junid  the  heath, 

All  desolate  and  lone  ; 
The  dark  abode  of  grizzly  death, 

No  friend  there  comes  to  own. 

(.)  I  humane  stranger,  pass  not  by 

That  humble  tenant's  tomb, 
Hut  bend  thereon  a  friendly  eye 

And  read  his  forlorn  doom. 

Stop  for  a  while,  kind  pity  claims 

A  kindred  feeling  sigh, 
Humanity  sits  there  and  shames 

The  heedless  passer-by. 

The  wild  winds  rave  around  his  head, 

And  o'er  his  grassy  grave  ; 
Lamenting,  'ncath  the  slumb'ring  dead 

Compassion's  tear  to  crave. 

The  heedless  sparrow  builds  her  nest 

And  sings  her  time  away, 
Among  the  grass  that  shades  his  breast, 

Or  on  the  thorny  spray. 

The  wild  flower  wastes  its  sweet  perfume 

Above  his  lonely  head, — 
And  seems  to  welcome  to  his  tomb 

The  stranger  thither  led. 

— Caxadiax  Casket,  Hamilton,  June  2,  1832. 


The  poem  consists  of  eleven  stanzas,  six  of  which  I  give. 
The  sparrow  mentioned  is  the  old  garden  companion  of  my 
youth,  not  very  common  now — not  our  little  English 
stranger.     The  garden  sparrow  sang  sweetly. 

In  this  old  burial  plot  (once  protected  by  a  fairly  good 
fence)  lie  many  other  bodies  besides  these,  but  the  most 
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lonely  and  melancholy  is  that  of  th(3  poor  suicide  at  which 
in  old  timos  I  would  Hto[)  and  ponder,  and,  as  my  poetry 
says,  the  birds  have  sung  in  the  buslies  and  trees  above  it ; 
and  the  p-rasshoppers  and  black  crickets,  too,  have  sung  or 
chirped  their  silent  dirges.  In  the  summer  of  1832,  whilst 
at  Carey's  Inn,  I,  by  carelessness,  contracted  a  severe  fever, 
and  as  jny  father  owned  a  lot  and  small  frame  cottage  not 
far  from  the  grave  plot,  1,  whilst  recovering  from  tliis 
sickness,  would  often  wander  by  it.  Even  within  twenty 
years  I  have  stopped  to  gaze  on  the  grave  and  plot. 

This  year.  1.S.S2,  was  the  first  cholera  year  of  Canada. 
Many  died  in  Hamilton,  York,  and  other  Canadian 
towns,  but  it  was  worse  in  1834.  The  cholera  did 
not  travel  into  the  country  much,  but  played  its  havoc 
in  towns  and  villages.  How  sacred  we  hold  the  graves 
of  our  ancestors,  and  how  careful  the  pooi'  Indians 
are  of  theirs  too.  In  the  lake  regions  of  country  north 
of  liakes  Huron  and  Superior  I  recollect  that  about 
thirty  years  ago  the  Indians  there  were  ready  to  go  to  war 
over  their  ancestors'  graves,  which  were  being  desecrated, 
as  they  alleged.  Ex-Sherifi'  Angus  McDonnell,  formerly 
of  Hamilton,  in  early  times  there,  took  up  the  cause  of  the 
Indians  and  remonstrated  with  the  Canadian  Government. 
We  moderns  are  not  more  careful  of  the  dust  of  our  dead 
than  the  ancient  Israelites  or  the  Greeks,  Romans  and 
Egyptians  were.  We  all  remember  the  precise  contract 
Abraham  made,  as  told  in  the  twenty-third  chapter  of  the 
Book  of  Genesis,  when  he  bought  of  Ephron,  the  son  of 
Zohar,  the  cave  of  Machpelah,  wherein  to  bury  or  deposit 
the  sacred  body  of  Sarah,  his  loved  and  aged  wife,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  127.  How  beautil'ully  the  whole  bargain 
is  described.  Many  years  after,  Abraham  himself,  at  the 
age  of  175,  was  laid  beside  his  faithful  wife  in  this  cave 
Machpelah  :  so  Jacob  when  he  died  requested   Joseph  and 
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luH  cliildren  to  bury  his  hody  in  tlie  same  cave  in  which  lie 
said  Lsaac,  and  Rebecca,  and  Lcali  had  been  placed  (see  xlix. 
GencHis).  A  great  funeral  it  was.  'J'hu  greatest  of  all  the 
old  Israelites.  Joseph  died  at  the  Mge  of  110,  and  his  body 
too,  no  doubt,  was  deposited  in  the  great  cave,  although 
embalmed.  So  the  li^gyptians  were  careful  to  embalm  their 
dead,  since  one  finds  them  after  four  thou.sand  years  odd, 
even  now  in  their  shi  ouds  in  old  tombs.  I  am  no  advocate 
for  cremation,  pri^f erred  by  some.  The  great  artiste 
Dumaurier,  a  few  weeks  ago  in  England,  before  death, 
ordered  his  boily  to  hi}  cremated.  The  Word  of  God  s&ys 
from  the  dust  we  came,  to  the  dust  we  nnist  return.  "  Dust 
to  dust,  ashes  to  ashes." 

OLD   HESI  DENTS    OF    DUX  DAS    IN  1816  TO  1835-37. 

In  this  chapter  it  is  mentioned  that  reference  will  be 
made  to  this  matter.  The  principal  object  of  the  first 
part  of  this  volume  is  to  speak  of  old  Canadians  and  their 
old  habits,  with  whom  and  with  which  I  was  familiar. 
We  mast  not  forget  our  forefathers,  although  their  dust 
has  crumbled  away,  as  ours  will  be  fifty  or  a  hundred 
years  hence. 

Near  our  old  Mills  farm  there  lived  a  thrifty,  old- 
fashioned  farmer  named  Marker  Lyons,  and  his  wife,  who 
had  a  large  family  of  boys  and  girls,  whose  house  our 
family  passed  in  going  to  Dundas  every  day,  whose  children 
went  to  the  school  I  went  to  in  1816-17. 

To  the  east  of  us,  a  like  thrifty,  jolly  Dutch  family  lived 
named  Anderson,  and  another  named  Crooker,  near  Water- 
down.  One  of  Mr.  Lyons'  sons  for  many  years  lived  on 
and  owned  a  fine  farm  on  the  hill  as  you  go  from  Dundas  to 
Hamilton.  He  was  about  my  age,  and  died  a  few  years 
ago.  There  was  on  our  road  to  school,  close  to  Dundas 
YJUlage,  a  family  named  Hare,  the  eldest  son  of  whom  was 
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about  my  a^e.  He  aiKl  Iuh  si.stcr  (now  dead,  1  believe) 
lived  a  long  time  on  tb'.'  old  family  bomestead.  Hi.s  name 
was  JajueH,  and  be  was  a  well-known  citizen.  Tlu'iv  may 
be  some  of  tbe  juniors  lid't.  Captain  liiebard  Hatt,  of 
Dundas,  was  one  of  its  first  and  oldest  residents,  wbo  lived 
tbere  lonir  before  and  at  tbe  time  of  tbe  war  of  1812.  He 
was  at  tbe  battle  of  Queetiston,  witb  my  fatber,  in  tbat 
war,  witb  a  company  of  militia.  He  bad  a  large  family  of 
sons  and  daugbters,  most  of  wbom  I  knew.  Among  tbem 
tbe  eldest,  Hicbard,  Andrew,  Jobn  O.,  and  Thomas,  wiue 
well-known  to  me  in  1825.  Jobn  O.  was  a  lawyer,  and 
married  one  of  Allan  McNab's  sisters,  and  was  just  my 
age.  He  is  long  since  dead.  Thomas  was  tbe  last  I  knew. 
The  daughters  were  companions  of  my  sistei*  Harriet  in 
youth.  One  of  them  married  Dr.  James  Hamilton.  Old 
Mr.  Manuel  Overtield  lived  in  Dundas  in  a  very  early  time. 
So  did  old  Mr.  Leslie,  the  druggist  and  bookseller.  I  saw 
him  in  1821,  at  bis  store  about  that  time,  and  there  first 
saw  Wm.  L.  Mackenzie,  just  out  from  Dundee,  Scotland. 
He  was,  I  believe,  brought  out  by  old  Mr.  Leslie.  Mr. 
Leslie  had  a  large  family,  and  so  had  Mr.  Overfield,  of 
whom  I  have  spoken  elsewhere.  The  Leslie  family  have 
exercised  great  influence  in  Upper  Canada,  especially 
James,  so  universally  respected,  who  died  at  Eglinton 
some  ten  years  ago,  aged  85.  He  was  a  most  intel- 
ligent, lovable  man,  was  once  the  owner  and  editor  of  the 
Examiner  newspaper,  an  independent  and  a  noble  paper, 
in  which  I  often  wrote,  and  which  did  great  good  in  its 
time — established  as  far  back  as  1 840,  and  continued  to,  I 
think,  1855  or  '56.  It  was  a  more  reliable  paper  than  the 
Olohe,  which  succeeded  it  in  the  Reform  cause.  His  brother 
Joseph,  the  late  Toronto  postmaster,  still  survives ;  also 
two  aged  and  amiable  sisters,  now  living  in  Dundas.  I  saw 
the  father  of  these  sons  and  sisters  carried  to  his  £;rave  in 
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thf  oM,  MOW  rorsakoii,  cciuotoiy  at  tho  top  of  tin'  hill  jim 
yon  i;o  to  numiltoii,  overlooUin^j^  Diiiidas,  in.T  think,  18130, 
or  th('i'<>al)()ntM.  ( Jl'tcn  hase  I  soun  tins  a;;*^!  lather  ^oin^ 
to  church,  iiihlo  in  imn«l,  with  his  Fainiiy,  on  the  Sabbath 
•  liiys,  in  ])nn(las. 

Mr.  John  (iambic,  an  ((stinial  Izcn,  was  (jnc  of  the 

Vipst  known  Dundas  uum  in  hi.,  tnne.  His  father,  who 
must  ha\o  live*!  in  Dnndas  as  early  as  1800,  1  did  not 
know.  The  .son,  when  I  first  knew  him,  live<l  in  a  large 
two-story  cla))-b()ard('(l  liotel,  just  as  you  (then  in  1810) 
entered  the  village.  The  hotel  was  gcuuM'ally  patronized. 
My  father  made  it  his  st()[)ping  place  in  Dundas  from  1828 
•to  his  deatii  in  iHiV.],  wluni  in  the  village.  John  Gamble 
was  of  the  same  age  as  my  brother  (Jeorge,  and  a  great 
frien<l  of  his  and  of  our  family,  for  many  years.  I  saw 
him  in  18.S2,  when  passing  through  the  backwoods  in 
<Tarafi'axa  Township,  County  Wellington,  on  my  little 
mare  Pink,  at  a  saw  mill  he  then  worked  thert'.  He  died 
many  years  ago,  Cieorge  Rolph,  Dr.  John  Rolph,  their  aged 
and  most  aristocratic  mother  and  some  of  their  sisters,  lived 
in  Dundas  before  1820  up  to  IH'M).  His  mother  died  before 
that  time.  (Jeorge  was  a  lawyer,  and  for  a  long  time  Clerk 
of  the  Peace  of  the  counties  of  Went  worth  and  Halton.  I 
was  at  a  celebrated  trial  in  which  he  was  prosecutor  in 
1827,  in  which  he  prosecuted  his  enemies  for  an  unlawful 
assault  made  on  him,  spoken  of  elsewliere.  My  law- 
master,  Robert  Berrie,  succeeded  him  as  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  soon  after  this  trial — the  Family  Compact  regime 
having  taken  from  him  his  office.  Near  Dundas  some  old 
well-known  families  lived,  v^iz. :  Titus  G.  Simons,  once 
Sheriti*  of  the  said  two  counties ;  Mr.  Kirby,  James  Crooks, 
the  Griffin  family  (one  of  whom,  Solomon,  died  recently  at 
Waterdown,  aged  ninety),  the  Ryckman  family  on  the 
mountain ;    the    Everett  family  on  the  Governor's  Road ; 
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tlu;  IJiiikU'y  rniiiilit;.s(tli»-t'e  hrotluTs  of  thetii);  Mr.  Kwurt,  a 
inerchant,  well  known  tluMV :  and  mv  hrotliiirn,  .Juiiies  and 
Geort((!,  both  of  whom  wtiro  merchants  in  1.S.S2-.S,  .lamoH 
boin;;'  the  hir^est  mereliant  ever  known  there,  from  1825 
to  LSM"). 

Mr.  .John  Leslie,  brother  of  .lam(^s  and  Joseph,  die(l  a 
few  years  at^o,  a<if<Ml  about  ninety,  wlio  succeeded  liis  fatlier 
in  the  dru«^<^iHt  and  book  sellititr  line.  A  printer  and 
publisher  of  a  paper  named  Cockerell  once  lived  in  Dundas 
at  a  very  early  date,  perhaps  in  1800,  not  later  than  1810. 
I  don't  know  the  paper  he  published.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Lemiiii^,  a  ('hurch  of  H^nglan<l  minister,  lived  and  preaclie«l 
there,  at  Ancaster,  Hamilton,  and  in  Barton,  at  Terryberry's 
Corners  on  the  mountain  from  perliaps  1820  to  18.S5,  going 
on  different  Sabbaths  to  dirterent  places.  I  fre(juently 
went  to  hear  him,  and  a  very  excellent  and  wjrthy  man 
he  was.     He  officiated  at  the  funeral  of  my  moi  her. 

Lastly,  Mr.  Peter  Desjardin  (whom  I  liMve  mentioned 
as  my  father's  clerk  in  Norfolk  and  at  Hamilton  from 
1802  to  1812),  after  leaving  my  father,  lived  in  Dundas,  and 
by  some  means  obtained  the  control  and  ownership  of  the 
celebrated  Coots'  Paradise  property  and  built  a  canal  early 
in  1820,  called  the  Desjardin  canal,  the  people  of  Dundas 
aiding  him.  It  was  built  as  a  chartered  company  ;  is  still 
in  existence.  I  see  by  the  old  records  of  the  first  proceed- 
ings about  the  building  of  this  canal — and  when  set  in 
operation — my  father  was  president  and  my  brother  James 
was  secretary  before  1830.  The  canal,  until  the  Great 
Western  Railway  was  built,  did  a  fair  business  in  trans- 
porting goods  and  produce  to  Hamilton  by  water  to  go 
down  the  lake,  after  the  cut  was  made  through  Burlington 
Heights.  I  cannot  ;ive  the  date  of  this  excellent  man's 
death.  His  brother  came  out  from  France  upon  this  event 
and  looked  after  his  estate.  A  nephew  of  the  deceased, 
who  is  a  lawyer,  lives  now  in  Dundas. 
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Commencomont  of  my  clorkHliip  with  Mr.  Rorrio,  Novernluir,  IH'Jt>-- 
Hoarding  at  Mr.  Flainilton's  iiiul  A.  K.  S'nith's  A  groat  chaiigo 
from  homo  -Kept  a  diary  -  NVrotn  for  thu  political  and  litorary 
press — Wrote  hooks  on  birds  and  truoH— Sir  I'oregrine  Maitland, 
Upper  Canada's  (iovernor,  visits  llamilton  -  (Jreat  aHsemblago 
of  people  ill  1825  at  liinlington  lloif^hts -My  father  acted  hk 
chairman — I  and  my  bnttluTs  tliore — My  .sirtter  Harriet  was 
married  to  Pttcr  II.  Hamilton  in  1824  -My  brother  .I.imes,  to 
MiMS  Rolph,  at  Dundas,  in  1825  — Was  its  chief  merchant  Re- 
marks on  the  riolph  family  Marshall  S.  liidwell — Hev.  James 
Richardson — Rev.  E^^erton  Ryerson  in  lH28-oO  -The  Christimt 
Onardian  edited  by  the  former-  Loss  of  our  homestead  by  lire 
— Narrow  escape  of  my  brother  Henry — My  doy  Keene  burnt 
— Incidents  of  tliis — Lost  in  the  woods — Terrible  feeling — Oreat 
pine  forests  on  our  farm --Curious  incident  of  the  woods  hap- 
peneil  to  »no— Long  ride  on  "  Pink,"  and  lost  in  1832. 


I 
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I  NOW  enteiHMl  upon  a  new  career,  new  responsibilities,  but 
will  for  a  time  look  back  upon  my  father's  career  as  a 
legislator  and  public  man,  as  well  as  upon  events  in  and 
after  the  war  of  1812,  My  old  home,  for  a  time  aban- 
doned, although  frecjuently  visited,  was  still  very  dear  to 
me,  as  it  was  there  I  had  studied  so  much,  read  various 
books  on  travel,  biographies,  poetry,  and  wandered  in  the 
great  woods  and  valleys  of  the  Grand  River  farm.  It  was 
there  that  I  had  watched  the  birds,  attended  to  various 
garden  duties,  and  made  firm  a  constitution  which  has 
lasted  well.  There  is  nothing  like  the  open  air,  wandering 
in  open  fields  and  in  great  woods   to  strengthen  the  body 
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and  coimtitution.  Many  a  t'uiw  on  tliis  liirm  I  had  rut 
down  trooH  For  li  /oo<l, driven  oxen,  and  witli  my  hrolherB 
porl'ornuMl  all  kii  h  of  t'arni  work,  cHpocinlly  with  Henry. 
Such  thin^^s  could  not  noon  he  forgotten.  Sitting  in  an 
otKco  was  not  very  congenial  to  me,  hut  eiianf^es  must 
coniP.  We  can't  sit  still.  The  world  nioveH  ;  we  must.  We 
are  chihlren,  yotiths.  young  men,  as.sume  manhood  duties, 
rough  it  in  older  life  ;  we  are  tem])te<l  hy  wickedness  in 
ourselv«\s  an<l  those  around  us,  come  in  collision  with 
enemies,  maylx-  injures  others;  we  marry,  assume  the 
mighty  rluties  (A'  |)arentH.  All  this  was  soon  and  early 
assumed  hy  me,  and  W(5  all  must  do  the  same.  It  is  well 
if  we  do  it  in  the  fear  of  a  great  living  (iod,  for  if  we 
adoro  Him  He  will  not  forsake  us. 

I  commenced  to  board  with  my  sister  Harriet,  then 
Mrs.  Peter  Hamilton,  who  lived  near  the  spot  where  Mr. 
ffendrio  now  lives,  in  the  old  log- house,  half  frame  and  clap- 
hoarded.  He  had  a  great  farm  of  about  two  hundred 
ncres  in  cultivated  fields  extending  to  Kinrj  Street  in  the 
north,  west  to  Hesse's  farm.  Ot>  this  old  farm  stand  the 
beautiful  houses  now  seen  on  McNabb,  Charles,  Main 
West,  Jackson,  George,  Park  South,  and  Bold  Streets, 
and  also  the  Central  Presbyterian  and  other  churches 
The  Centenary  Methodist  Church  and  St.  Paul's  Church 
st:ind  on  it:  in  a  word,  the  whole  north  front  of  his  farm 
was  cultivated  land  in  1820,  and  not  laid  out.  On  the  east, 
James  Street  to  the  mountain  top  bounded  his  land,  and  a 
large  orchard  was  in  existence  east  of  his  house  to  James 
Street.  In  1830  he  built  a  new  brick  house.  In  1831  I 
boarded  with  an  old  but  well-known  citizen,  Abraham  K. 
Smith,  and  his  amiable  and  worthy  wife.  I  continued 
acquaintance  with  ])oth  of  them  until  their  deaths,  which 
took  place  many  years  ago  in  Brantford,  to  which 
place  they  moved  about  1840.     The  graves  in  which  their 
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bodies  lie  in  tliat  city  are  sacred  to  me.  After  hi» 
death  I  always  called  upon  the  widow  when  1  went  to 
Brantiord,  and  we  used  to  talk  of  old  Hamilton  days.  She 
alwa\s  expressed  a  great  de«ire  foi-  my  welfare.  I  found 
her  house  was  a  very  home  in  ItS.SI  to  me.  Although 
writing  in  Mr.  Herrie's  office  as  my  duties  required  me  ta 
do,  I  found  time  to  write  books  about  various  things, 
a  book  on  birds  and  one  on  trees,  several  on  poetry,  and  a 
great  many  political  letters  in  the  Hamilton  Free  Press, 
the  only  Reform  paper  of  those  days  west  of  Toronto  or 
York,  except  Mackenzie's  A  dvocate,  ior  n  time  published  in 
Queenston,  and  I  think  a  short  time  in  Dundas.  I  kept  a 
diary  of  the  weather  in  LS28-29,  which  I  have  now.  Our 
climate,  I  might  remark,  is  milder  than  it  used  to  be,  the 
winters  not  so  snowy  or  long. 

Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  was,  prior  to  1828,  Governor  of 
Upper  Canada,  and  was  succeeded  by  Sir  John  Colborne 
soon  after.  He  had  been  very  friendly  with  my  father,  a 
legislator  for  two  terms  during  his  administration,  and  in 
i«25  was  invited  by  the  Gore  District  people  to  visit  the 
Head  of  the  Lake,  as  Hamilton  was  called,  to  address  the 
peo[)le.  In  this  matter  my  father  took  an  active  part, 
acted  as  chairman  and  marshall  of  the  day,  and  his  family, 
boys,  were  all  on  the  Burlington  Heights  where  the  people 
assembled.  We  boys  walked  from  the  Grand  River  road 
to  Hamilton,  seventeen  miles.     It  was  in  the  summer. 

PINE   FORESTS — THEIR   BEAUTY   AND   SOLEMNITY. 

Interrupting  my  narrative  T  refer  to  our  Grand  ^iver 
farm  again.  Although  elsewhere  alluded  to,  I  pdd  these 
additional  remarks  and  thoughts.  Nothing  is  more  quiet, 
solemn  and  grand  than  a  great,  tall  pine  forest  in  Canada  as 
it  used  to  be,  and  is  now  afar  back.  The  sound  is  only  at 
times  broken    in  the  winter,  by  the  scream  of  the  great 
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white  c  wis  of  "  Whoo,  wlioo,  whoo-ah  "  at  ni<;ht,  or  it  may 
be  by  the  still  more  fri^hti'nl  scream  or  yell  of  the  lynx  or 
wildcat.  In  the  daytime  the  bluejays  or  the  winter-robins 
(which  are  rot  real  robins,  but  similar  to  them  in  appear- 
ance), and  the  little  hopping  woodpeckers  climb  up  the 
pines ;  or  the  pine  l)irds,  on  the  coldest  days  of  winter, 
cluster  on  the  top  of  the  pine  trees  'ind  pick  out  their  seeds, 
which  I  have  often  watched  them  do. 

I  have  measured  these  trees  when  fallen,  and  havt  often 
found  them  ]  50  feet  long.  Thousands  of  acres  and  dozens 
of  miles  were  covered  with  sucli  pines,  a  hundred  or  even 
fifty  years  ago  in  the  near  counties  of  Ontario.  My 
father's  farm  contained  great  foi-(^sts  of  them.  A  forest 
of  pines  existed  a  hundred  or  even  seventy  years  ago  near 
London  and  Oxford,  Ontario,  called  the  "  Jiong  Wood.s," 
which  were  thirty  miles  long.  It  was  a  dangerous  and 
serious  matter  to  go  through  them.  Elsewhere  I  have 
mentioned  my  father  was  chased  by  wolves,  when  he  lived 
in  Norfolk   when  passing  through  them. 

Well,  we  are  in  our  snug  sugar-bush  in  the  low  valley — 
warm,  surrounded  by  the  pine  woods  in  oui-  dear  old  sugar- 
bush,  '•^'tting  on  logs  or  pine  benches,  making  or  eating 
sugar  in  March. 

C'URLOrS    .\('(;iDENT   TO    A    JAY. 

I  used  often  to  walk  when  a  youth  of  from  14  to  18 
near  the  valley  in  which  we,  as  a  family,  made  sugar. 
Above  the  valley  there  was  a  ridge  that  led  to  my  father's 
first  gristmill.  Tho  ridge  was  full  of  lovely  beeches  and 
other  small  trees.  Small  trees  grow  among  the  pines  also ; 
the  pines  were  a  little  lower.  Under  the  pines  are  always 
found  at  their  great  roots,  a  lovely  little  plant  v/ith 
bright  red  berries  and  white  blossoms.  The  plant  has  an 
aromatic  smoll-  called  the  wintergreen.     It  has  a  strong, 
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smooth  leaf  iiiul  is  plofisaiit  to  taste.  It  was  abundant  all 
over  iny  i'atlier's  ^rcat  estate  wliere  ])ines  existed.  Hlue- 
jays,  birds  beautiful  in  plumage,  with  a  wild  loud  cry  like 
"  Tee-it,  tee-it,  tee-it,"  wen;  heard  all  about  tlie  woods.  It  is 
a  question  with  some  people  whether  this  bird  stays  in 
Canadian  woods  all  wiiit(;r.  Knowinf(  somethinj^  about 
the  birds  of  Canada,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
many  do  remain  in  (,-anada,  in  the  swamps  and  coverts, 
perhaps  secreted  in  hollow  trees;  but  _i;"ene)-ally  the  birds 
go  south,  They  are  often  seen  on  mild  days  in  winter. 
The  Jay  is  ;;;'id  to  be  a  mischief-mak(!r,  will  alarm  other 
birds.  Once  1  was  walking  on  a  loxcly  June  day  along 
this  ridge  of  trees  towards  my  father's  saw-mill,  when  I 
heard  a  cry  of  great  distress  from  a  Jay  that  was  held 
tightly  in  the  claws  of  a  small  hawk,  which  was  carrying 
it  screaming  away  to  kill  and  devour  it.  1'he  Jay  came 
sti'aight,  with  its  strength  and  wings,  to  me,  a,nd,  as  if  it 
were,  designedly  to  seek  my  aid,  and  fell  at  my  feet  with 
the  hawk.  It  was  releas"d  by  th(^  latter,  and  escaped.  I 
thought  it  strange  at  the  time,  and  when  I  went  jome 
wiote  an  essay  on  it;  for  it  seemed  that  all  nature  Avas  full 
of  evil  and  suflVu'ing.  I  had  been  watching  tlie  little 
sunnner  birds  in  the  trees,  the  Just-opened  leaves  giving 
out  a  scent  of  sweetness  and  delicious  fragrance,  my  mind 
being  enraptured  with  all  1  saw.  The  sun  was  shining 
brightly,  and  all  was  still  and  like  a  paradise  to  me,  when 
this  sudden  scene  of  pain  and  distress  V)roke  on  my  ears 
and  eyes.  1  said,  "  Is  all  nature  .so  full  of  (ivil  ?"  Y3t  the 
hawk  was  only  sei^king  its  jn'ey.  It  was  doing  what  it 
was  by  nature  lawful  to  do.  This  essay  is  in  my  possession 
as  then  written.  Whilst  it  is  true  that  evil  exists  even 
where,  as  then  written,  it  is  mingled  with  good,  at  that 
time  little  had  I  seen  of  evil  in  the  world ;  but  since  very 
niucli.      Let  us  hope  there  is  a  place  where  it  will  end. 


(»F   TORONTO,    HAIUIISIKII. 


79 


DllKAMS— AIIK    THEY    TRUE,   OR    MERE    FLOATIN(i    IMAGES    IN 

THE   TORI'II)    JiRAIN   ^ 

1  have  Ijut  little  faitli  in  tlieiii,  but  iiiaTiy  liave  heconie 
ti'iie,  aiul  wainiii^^s  to  men  and  women.  'I'lie  Old  and  New 
'IV'stamentH  d(3scril)(!  them  a.s  often  real  trutliH — warnings 
of  (ioi.l  througli  angels.  U",  tlien,  wv.  l)elieve  these  Te.sta- 
ments,  we  must  believe  in  dreams.  Josepli  was  warned  by 
(lod  tlirono-h  anj^els  to  <^o  into  l\i(ypt  with  Mary  and  (Jhrist 
for  fear  of  Herod.  St.  Paul  speaks  of  dreams  as  being 
true.  .Tose|)h,  the  great  li^gyptiari  prisoner  and  afterwards 
governor,  had  dreams.  J  liave  heard  of  many  well -autlien- 
ticated  cases  of  dreams  conn'ng  true  in  modern  times,  so 
the  following  may  be  true. 

I  have  spoken  elsewhere  about  my  maternal  grandmother 
and  grandfather.  Here  are  a  l'(!\v  more  particulai's  :  My 
gr,i!  id  father,  Hugh  Morrison,  and  his  wife,  Ke/ia,  had  a 
very  large  family.  The  names  of  their  ciiildren,  about 
whose  seniority  I  am  luicertain,  were  as  follows  :  j']})hraim, 
Alexander,  lv<;ubon,  Hugh,  yanir,  Chnrlotte,  Kezia  (my 
iiiotlier),  and  Sarah  (who  nursed  lu"  in  infancy).  Many  of 
their  children  died  when  they  wc;re  young.  My  grand- 
mother had  a  brother  named  Henders(m,  who  was  a 
uiember  of  Parliament  in  eastern  Ontario  in  the  earlier 
I  lays  of  this  century.  Often  when  a  boy  I  went  to  see 
liep,  and  once  heard  of  a  curious  dream  which  my  grand- 
father had,  which  I  thirdc  he  told  me  and  sister  i\Iaria. 
He  dreamt  that  an  anofcl  came  to  him  and  said  he  would 
iiave  to  die  at  a  certain  time,  but  that  he  prayed  to  the 
angel  to  spare  his  life  to  the  age  of  seventy-two  or  seventy- 
five  (I  forget  which,  the  age  at  which  he  died),  and  the 
a.igel  said  he  would  d(3  s'X  Ho  used  to  cry  over  it,  but  he 
wawS  spared,  as  he  prayed.  He  lived  a  quiet,  innocc^nt  life, 
ami  was  exceedingly  kind  to  everyone — a  sample  of  \vhat 
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they  were  in  Now  Eii^laruf  in  Gonerul  Washiiif^ton'H   time, 
with  whom  lio  fou^lit  th(3  battles  of  the  Revolution. 

TIIK  UE(MIKATI()NS,  SI'ORTS,  ADVENTdllKS  OF  OLD  CANADA 

FROM  1800  TO  1830-40. 

I  have  Hpoken  a  f^rcat  deal  about  liabitH  of  old  times, 
Hucli  as  were  HeJiii  in  tlu^  homes,  fields  or  intei'course  of  the 
peo{)le  in  common  lif(;,  but  now  wish  particularly  to  tell 
of  the  sports  in  which  tluy  indulged.  Some  of  these  were 
raccoon  liuntin^  at  ni^lit  with  do(^s,  be(!  huntin<^  t.)  find 
beehives  in  trees  or  I'ock's,  trolHuf^'  on  streams  by  torch- 
light, trapping  wild  animals,  and  horse-racing,  a{)ple  paring 
corn  husking,  hous<!  and  barn  raisings,  logging-bees  and 
sugar  making,  and  lastly,  camp-meetings.  A  few  words 
on  each  will  occupy  a  l'(!W  pages  of  my  book.  I  speak  first 
of  the  sport  of  raccoon  hunting  with  dogs  at  night.  I 
took  part  sometimes  in  all  such  sports  before  I  was  twenty- 
one,  and  I  am  giving  an  account  of  my  childhood  and 
youth  to  that  agt;.  lla{M^()on  hunting  was  very  exciting, 
It  was  done  at  night  and  generally  in  the  months  when 
corn  was  ripe  or  other  grain.  These  little  animals  are  in 
the  habit  of  visitiuir  Indian  corn-fields  in  order  to  eat  the 
fresh,  gre(Mi  corn,  oi-,  ])(irhaps,  wheat  and  other  growing 
grain.  They  also  visit  swamps  to  kill  frogs,  and  are  found 
in  low  lands.  'I'hey  sleep  in  trees  in  the  daytime,  but 
wander  about  at  night.  So  it  is  at  such  times  and  in  such 
plac(!S  that  dogs  are  used  to  follow  them  in  the  woods  and 
cause  them  to  I'un  up  trees,  which  they  can  easily  climb 
with  their  sharp  claws. 

Well,  let  us  have  a  raccoon  chase  in  August  on  the  Granrl 
River  farm  at  night.  We  must  ho.ve  two  or  three  active 
dogs  wlio  scent  well  and  foll(jw  (|uickly.  and  bark  up  the 
trees  when  they  scent  the  (toons  there.  The  moon  nnist  be 
bright  an(l  full  and  tlie  \v(^ath<'r  good.     I'he  dogs  seem  to 
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know  jnht  what  to  expect,  arul  when  tin;  trov  falls,  which 
the  men  ?jhop  after  the  coon  is  "  treed,"  as  it  is  called,  the 
dotr.s  vunh  into  the  top  branches  wheie  tlie  coon  \h  likely  to 
b(  ,  to  H(  i/o  it  with  tli<!  men.  It'  it  is  then;  it  will  he;  seized 
and  killed.  Sometimes  in  place  ol'  a  coon  then*  may  I"'  a 
bear  or  a  wild-cat,  I'oi'  tlnsre  is  sure  to  be  some  anim;»l,  as 
the  don's  will  not  bark  up  the  tre(^  to  no  purpose. 

Thti  ni«rht  huntinj^  is  veiy  excitintr.  I  several  times 
participated  in  it.  'i'he  raccoon  is  a  vv.vy  curniinf(  animal. 
Its  j'ur,  too,  is  in  the  autumn  very  beautiful.  In  color  it  is 
of  a  brownish  ^n^y,  its  tail  loniij  and  ])arred  with  stripes, 
its  sides  whitish,  and  about  the  head  it  is  black  aiid  white. 
Its  visage  is  pointed  and  sharp  with  a  pointed  nose,  and 
very  shar[)  teeth  and  claws.  You  may  have  heard  of 
politicians  called  "coons,"  owing  to  th(vir  cunning.  We, 
in  old  times,  hfty  years  ago,  used  to  call  Malcolm  Cameron 
a  coon,  a  well-known  Canadian  politician. 

It  might  be  the  dogs  would  seize  a  small  bear  or  a  lynx 
in  the  tree  top:  if  so  they  wouM  have  thcsir  master.  The 
lynx  is  a  formidable  animal,  capable  of  mastering  any  dog, 
an<l  was  very  common  in  old  times:  are  still  often  seen. 
On  this  farm,  two  miles  in  it,  my  fatluM-  and  two  of  his 
men  and  I,  in  tin;  distant  years,  probably  lS2iS,  found  a 
lynx  treed  in  the  daytime  up  a  large  pine  tree  by  two 
of  his  dogs — one  n  fine  large  dog.  My  father,  with  his 
gun  and  buckshot,  tired  at  the  aninial  and  wounded  it 
badiv,  causiniT  it  to  fall  to  the  iiround :  and  wlu^ri  the  do^s 
seized  it,  and  it  made  them  howl  and  (piickly  retreat  by 
teaiing  them  with  its  teeth  and  claws,  tli(;y  «laied  not 
again  attack  it  lying  on  the  ground  :  it,  however,  soon  got 
weak  from  its  wounds.  The  two  men  succeeded,  in  its  dying 
state,  in  tying  its  legs  together,  running  a  pole  into  the 
rope  and  carrying  it  hotne.  Its  eyes,  rolled  in  death,  were 
large,  yellow  and  fiery.     It  had  a  tail  tipped   with   black, 
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an<l  .short;  Its  <!;ii'.s  w<!r<'  I<jm;^  .ukI  tippod  with  Uljutk.  Ii 
would  vvv'U<^h  nearly  a  htiii'ljci  pouiidM,  had  a  il^vcy  .skin, 
p()W(!rful  l(!f(s,  and  was  a  li(!rco  anifnal.  'I'his  incid(!nt  is 
alludiid  to  ol.s(;vvli(M'<!. 

i'.i;i:   ni'NTiN'f;. 

You  take  two  stones  o»'  ln'icks,  hurti  sonu'  honry  >jn 
tluMn  in  auluinn,  on  a  hi'i^^dit  <lay.  Bees  an;  attracted  iiy 
the  smell.  When  thtsy  i'is(^  with  honey  ohtained,  you 
watch  their  lli'dit  as  they  risi;  in  I  h'  air,  takinir  a  sti'ai</ht 
course  to  their  siip[)()sed  foi-esl  hive.  You,  al'tcM-  pur- 
suing- the  line  they  take,  hui'n  honey  aoain.  When  the 
l».^(;s,  perhaps  the  same  oikjs,  (tome,  you  watch  the  second 
rise  and  conr.sc^  intlil  in  this  way  you  n-ach  the  prohahle* 
place  of  the  hive.  h'ishiiiL;'  l»y  torch-li<;'l»t  on  th<!  front 
of  a  canoe  or  li^i^lil  .scow  is  pictui'es(|Ue  on  mill-Ianis  or 
races  in  tin;  ni^j^ht  time:  in  this  way  you  .see:  the  li.sli  in  the 
water,  thus  att)'a,ct(M I  hy  the  li^ht.  We— our  men — could 
thus  catch  what  are  ealhid  su(;ke.rM,  [)ikc,  (m^Is,  picker(;l  and 
catfish  in  our  I'^aii'diild  (  Veek  in  its  sj)rin<r  frcjsiiets. 

'rra))))ing  wild  anitn.als  with  iron  oi-  ste(d  traps  was  com- 
mon in  my  early  dn,vs,  and  hy  this  nuians  fo.xes,  otters  and 
often  bears  were  caui^ht  if  small,  in  smaller  tra])s,  minks, 
mai'tciiis  and  small  animals  were  cauuht  oyer  niji-ht — found 
an<l  kilhid  in  the  mornine'.  IJeavers  and  muskivits  also 
were  tra{»ped  within  wattir  resorts.  Hiiai's  were  cau;^ht  in 
what  were  called  lo*^  or  hoard  pit-falls.  I  lorsci-i-acinij  witli 
Hmall  scrub  hors(!S  wm,s  c()mmon  amon^'  the  farm<'i'S  from 
1820  to  1S:>().  Occasional!}'  1  us(!<l  to  see  th(!m.  'i'heii  the 
social  parties,  calhjd  a[)|)le-j)arinfj^,  corn-husk in«j^,  loe*»'int^"- 
bees,  or  barn  and  house-raisin;^  })arties,  wer<'  very  common, 
ending  with  a  dance  between  the  girls  and  boys.  Sugar 
making  fi-om  sap  drawn  from  ma[)le  ti'ces,  of  which  we  had 


nl'    lOKONTO,    HAKKIS'IKK. 


88 


huii(ln;(ls   ol"  fiiit'  f»neH  on   our  j^i'cMt    t'unii    was    ))l<>aH>i,nt 
in  early  Marcli  and  April  in  (Ik;  woods. 

VV(^  liad  ori(!  a  niilr  I'lom  oiir  lioii.sc;  in  wliicli  wan  carried 
on  tlie  l)Usin(!HH,  and  we  made  our  liouHcliold  Hii^ar,  and  lus- 
cious Mia))lc  molasses,  not  mixe(l  as  it  is  now  too  oi'ton  witli 
water  and  eonnncjii    Muscovado  siioar.      We   Wnilt  a  camp- 
fire,  hun;^  thrive  oi-  I'oui'  lar;;<!  iron  hoiliiiL^^-pots    tliat   would 
hold  a  hari'cl  eadi,  hud  <,ro\i!^hs  ol"  wood  filled  staiidin<^  near, 
Ironi  which   a  supply  couM  Ix;  eonstandy   |tut    into  tliein. 
l*ots  were  hun;;'  on  Htron;^  wooden   suj)ports   or  cross    lo<rs, 
whicli  wer(^  supported  l»y  upri;j;lit   wooden  cj"otch(^ts  driven 
into  th(!  ;^round.     A  floor  ot"  hoards  wouhi  h  •  hiid  around  tlic 
tires,  and  they  wer(^  ki^pt  up  nin^ht  and  day.      Sap  trou<^hs, 
hun(h"(!ds,    \\ei'(i   pr<!))ai'ed,  de(?pened   to   receiv(^   the    nia|>lo 
sap ;  thus  prepare<|,  iron  or  wooil  spiles  weri^  di"i\en  into  the 
trees,  carerully  ta|)ped   to   l(;l  out  the   r-unninj^  sap.     '^h(^se 
ti'ouehs  or  sap  huckists  wer(^  carf'Tully  emptii^l    into    ))'iils 
or  tuhs,  and  the  ja'ecious  s;i,])  caj'i'ied  to  tin'  l)oilin^-j)ots.     A 
temporary  hoard  eampdionse  wotd<l  !»<'  huilt,  in  which   tin? 
suii^ai'  milkers  (tonld    sil,   on    l)"nelM!S  to  watch   tln^   hoiliuii"- 
j)()ts,  I'epienish   tlx-m    Irom    timt^   to   time,   eat   their   lun<;}i, 
<(Ossip,  lau^"h,  and  enjoy  thi;  roar  ol"  th(i  ti'ees  or  ^reat  pine 
for(!sts.     Ourcauip  was  in   a,  valley  iK^ar  the  sidc^   ol"  a  hill 
on   which  t>rand  old   pitu^s  towered    150  to  200   feet  Ineh, 
fiv<'  hun(h'>'(l   y(>ars  old,  with    heautiful   wavin<r   linihs  and 
ToliaL,^*',  IVom    which   day  and   ni;;Id,  a  soIimmu   roar  in   the 
ail'   was    U(i[)t  up,   like    muiHttd     \\at<'r-l*alls.      Maj)le    trees 
often   jj^row    very    n<'ar   the    ])ine.       At   nij^ht    the    hooting 
of    the     ,i;r«iat    owls    is    Icard     fi'om    thes(!    i;reat     piruis, 
"  Whoo  1  whoo!  wlioo-aw  !  "  or  ])erha))S  the  wolves  woidd 
come  to   (he   edo(;   of    tlu;    hill    and    set   uj)    their   hungry 
howliu".;'.      in  the   l)ri<^ht   smniy  days  of    March   andcaily 
April,  the  flowers  s])rin<;in;^  up  in    the   leaves,    the    winter 
greens  clustering  ai'ound  th(^  roots  of  the  pines  with  loverly 
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red  l)ftn*i(fH  waro.  Horn,  find  Mm  worxljxutkcirH  tappiu^jj  tho 
dead  tn'(\s,  tlir  jay  calliii!^  U>  lii.s  inalr,  an<I  Uh'  |»jiit lidijjc 
druiniiiin;^  on  the  diHt;uil,  liill  vvcin^  licMrd,  iiuridciits  t,o  tlui 
Hilnniion  ol"  tJi<M!aiiij).  TIm!  .snow  still  lies  in  jh^ccy  cIuh- 
tor.s  in  many  pljicn.s,  and  tlu!  hoy.s  nvv  vctuly  at  all  tiinc^H  to 
inal<«i  the  InsciouH  tally  lo!"  tlic  ^irls,  hwccI,  <;ii'lH,  timir 
.siHtors  or  swciCit-licartH,  who  may  visit  them.  0|i,  what 
apfX'titcH  th(^  su;j^jir  makci'H  have  !  'i'oastcd  lii"<'a<l,  poi'k  of 
til*'  HW(M(t(!;st  kin  hroilcd  on  i'oj-ks  hd'orc  tlu;  fin^.s,  or 
<*ak(!H.  vciy  ol't*!!)  don^lunitH,  made;  hy  mothci'H  of  sistt^'s, 
or  apj)h'  and  |)nm[)kin  pi(!s  -all  worr,  eaten  with  .su(th 
Hpp(!titeH  as  oui"  city  mer»  and  wonuMi  wish  they  Iwid. 

(/orn  hnskini(  an<l  |)nmpkin  ^atluiritj^  is  n  line  ocenjui- 
tion  in  the  month  ol  ()(;tol)eJ'  and  NovcMnlxir,  when  nil  the 
leiiv(!H  has<;  I'alhin.  \  know  of  nothin;^  moro  bfiautil'id  to 
look  U|)on  than  lai";^!'  hins  of  yellow  husk(Ml  corn  and  piles 
of  yellow  pumpkins,  hri^dit  and  ri(!h.  It  is  on«5  of  the 
diversions  aJmost  of  fjirnwirs  to  husk  corn  sluxtked  on  the 
fields,  as  it  is  now  in  Kssex  W((st  and  K<'nt.  Rees  .ii-e 
made  at  times  to  do  it.  I  louse-raisin;^  and  lo;^i(in<(  be(\s 
often  end  in  accifh^nts  and  <piarrels. 

As  to  canip-me(!tinf^s.  'I'luy  connnenced  to  he  held  early 
in  (/anachi,  almost  as  far  hack  as  \  can  nMruMrdxM',  and  wcire 
very  FriMpicnt  ahout  Hamilton  and  Dinidas  from  I (S 2(5  to 
IH'li)  ;  still  are  so  in  many  |)nrts.  'rvvo  of  th(!S(!  I  dis- 
tinctly nMiunnbor  MtUindino-  -oik;  at  W(!sr-  I^^lamhoro'  or  in 
Beverl(!y,  p(>r]ia])S  i»i  \^']0,  when  n  fine  younj^  f(;liow 
named  iiurnhain  accompanied  nu; ;  he  l)elon<r(!(l  to  a 
family  th(!  m(^mV)(>rs  of  which  all  di(id  of  consiimption, 
as  he  did.  One,  the  wife  of  old  Mr.  Ounn,  who  ownc^l 
the  James  Strec^t  wharf  -in  Hamilton — e.scapcid.  Old 
people  will  recollect  Mr.  (lUini.  1  walked  with  poor 
Burnham  from  Kamilton  to  this  camp-mcetinf(  and 
hack,  fully  twisnty  miles.  It  was  a  larj^c  one.  Tlie 
other  was  lield  below    Hamilton,  proba))ly  in    IH.Sl.whon 
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I  l)()ui'(I<'(l  ill  lliiiiiiltoii  witli  Al)i-ii)i.iiii  K.  Siiiitli,  once 
vv«!ll-kti(>\vii  IJh'It,  aiid  jilYiTWiinls  Unowii  in  llruiitronl. 
Ill  l)()th  iiistaiKM'H  (host'  with  iiic  ali<'ii<l('(l.  a.s  iiiMny  (iid, 
IVom  men!  ciiriosily  or  I'liri  I  jiim  sorry  !<»  say  tliis, 
r»tr  Mic  ohjcc'fr  ill  lioldiiin-  lliciii  is  no  (loiil)t  praiseworthy. 
The  late  Kohcrl,  Wjilki-r,  who  cstahlishcd  tlu!  VVjilkcr 
iV  Sons  j^nvat  (s(  ill  existing;)  storr,  was  in  his  youn;^' djiys 
vci'v  Irieiidly  to  (•ani|)iii''t;tin;;s,  oikm;  held  one,  or  was 
the  priiiic  ac.lor,  on  liloor  near  North  Slret^t,  when  I  hat 
part  ol'  'I'oronto  was  ^'rowti  np  with  in'A'H — was,  in  i'.ict,  a 
wood  ill  hS')'l<.  Wicked  JM'Ople  on  I  he  outside  ol'teii 
Htt(Mid(!d  the  niee(ini»;s;  (tarried  on  all  kinds  ol"  <<-nin(NS ; 
v.vViU  horse-rjKMii*^,  wrestling',  linhliijo-.  Siurli  \\;is  the  (;aMO 
at  this  last  one.  Many  real  conversions  ha\e  tak<n  place, 
howevc^r,  at  (hem. 

W(!  Iiav(!  now  on  us  Novenilicir,  with  i(s  dull,  leaf- 
loss  app(!ai"anc(!,  hcitokciiin*;-  (h^atli,  and  I  am  writin;^  thin 
page  and  i'eel  dis|)os(Ml  to  quott!  Ihirns'  potMii  so  sad,  "  Man 
waH  made  to  mourn."      Ilcjre  ai-e  two  stanzas: 

"  When  chill  Novoinhor'H  Hurly  l)l;iHt 

MjvIw  (iohls  iind  forifsts  hiiro, 
One  ev(ujiii^  ns  1  w.indd'ed  forth 

Al()n<^  the  buiiks  of  Ayr, 
I  Hj)ie(l  a  iniiii  wlioHe  iij^id  step 

Seein'd  vveiiry  worn  with  euro  ; 
HiH  face  was  furrowed  o'er  with  yoarH, 

And  ho.'iry  was  hiw  hair. 


"  '  Yount^  Htranj^er,  whither  wanderest  thou  ?' 

liej^jin  the  reverend  nR<fii  ; 
'  Does  thirst  of  wealth  thy  Htepw  c(mstrain. 

Or  youtliful  ploaHuro'H  rage  ?' 
Or  hajily  proHsed  with  carea  and  woes, 

Too  Hoon  thou  hast  begun 
To  wander  forth  with  uie  to  mourn 

Tlu!  niiserioH  of  man." 


(There  are  nine  other  stanzas.) 
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liiinis  in  iJiiH  \>(h'ivy,H<)  Ixfaiitil'iil  in  inMriy  nspcotH,  mijiUph 
no  ulliisioii  to  Ood  or  Mis  povvn*  to  siivf*  or  li<>l|),  aiul  '\h 
vi'Py  •lid'cmnt  IVoin  l)avi«rH  .*»7tli  I'smIiii  (wliicli  plftjisti  wa)), 
for  tlnin;  Ik;  Huy.s  wc;  an;  un'Icr  nW  c.irciiMi.starKM'.s  to  trust 
(Jod  wlio  will  aid  uh.  'I'Iic  poor  too  oft^n  fail  (o  ask  Ood's 
aid.  If  (jod  «!xists,  as  \\'i\  prol't-ss  to  l)(!li<;v(\  will  11*!  not 
listen  to  our  prayisrs  lor  ai<l  :*  TIk;  "(Jotters  Saturday 
Ni^lit'    hrcatlies  a  very  <\'il\'(\r(',tii  spirit,  written  l»y  Hums. 
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(iOVKHVOll   sriJ    I'KMKUItlMK    MAFTLAND 

IIAMII/It)\    IN     1825. 


MIS    VIHI".    TO 


|{,(\suniin;;'  my  nMriarks  on  this  matter  I  .say  : 

1 1  was  tor  that  er.-i,  in  (Canada  a  ;^r(!jit  affair,  and  all  the 
country  surroundin;^^  Hamilton,  Dinidfis  and  AnoaHter 
nttenchid  -men,  women  and  cJiildniii.  I*\;w  now  living  aw 
;i.diilts  CMM  remember  it;  hut  as  a  hoy  of  fourteen  I  do,  and 
especially  the  lon^  walk  my  brothers  Henry,  Kerdinatid 
and  Alon/o  with  me  took  that  day  -at,  least  thirty  foui* 
mil»!s  from  and  hick  to  our  (irarid  River  homo.  Hoys 
althou^di  we  wen',  that  <listance  is  no  small  affair  in  tln^ 
.summei"  days. 

Sir  P(!re;.(rin<^  Maitland  was  orn;  of  the  T)ukn  of  Wcillirig- 
ton's  Waterloo  colonels,  and  was  succ<!(^d(!d  in  1828  hy  Sir 
John  (Jolhorne,  atiol,h(!r  colorn^l  of  Waterloo,  who  won  tliat 
fjn^at  and  hloody  hatth;  from  Napoleon  (,li(!  (jlreat,  soaling 
his  fate-  forev<!r  in  h'ran(;(!. 

MaJtIand  was  opposcid  to  the  work  and  movijmetits  of 
UolxTt  (iouilay,  the  agitator,  of  whom  I  pro[)os(!  to  S[)oak 
presently.  Public  o|)inion  was  generally  in  fa-Vf)r  (>\'  (ioiir- 
lay  at  first,  (!XC(!))t  at  Voi'k,  where  the  chitif  famili(!S  of  the 
ohl  (Jom|)act  lived,  such  as  Ijishop  Strachan,  the  {{obinsons, 
/i.llaiiH,  Smalh  ,  Ridouts,  Powells,  Cniickshanks,  (Jampbolls, 
and  many  others  of  smaller  note,  of  whom  T  speak  much 
in   tliis    volume.      A    mean    [)olitical  comljination   oxiHte(J, 
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wiiich,  as  soon  as  m    (lovrrnor   omim'    to   ( 'niuula,  |>oihon<'<i 
his  cnr  nnd  tiiriwd  liiiii  a^niiiiHt  ^<»o(l  men. 

My  Hislcr  IImi'iIcIh  niuiii}i|((i  I  icnwnilicr.  I  vviis  a  hoy 
oi  firiccii,  ami  was  Iflt  ahnosi,  alone  in  tlir  (IimikI  h'ivt'r 
hoiiM;  on  th<!  inarriai^n'  ni;^lit.  My  niotJicr,  Janics,  (i(or^«' 
and  Henry  attended  tJie  ^veddin;,^  .-in*!  many  of  tho  larj^e 
f.iuiily  ol'  the  lljiMiillons.  She  had  been  a  Vi'vy  ^enc^ral 
fjivorite  anion;^' .ill  the  chiel'  I'ainilies  ol'  the  "  Head  ol'  the 
fiMke  "  |)eo|)le.  I  l.iinilton,  AiKta.st.er  and  Dunda.s  held  stK'h 
hnnilieH,  and  wre  ejilled    "The  Hejnl  r)!'  the  Lnke"   arinto- 
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The  roliowiuLj  y*'"'-  my  hroUiei-  .hmies  was  married  to 
Mis^  .Maii;i  Kol|»li.  I  havi-  heard  (ol'  which  thero  is  no 
douhl)  that  at  li)s(  old  Mrs.  ilolph  vvfts  opjxmcid  to  the 
inarria^^e,  «aiiHin<^  at  first,  a  "  (Iretna  ( -Ireen  "  afljiir;  hnt  nil 
was  soon   reconciled.       No   hetln-   match   (toidd    liav(!   \)0v 


n 


iiia<i( 


-noJH!  moi'e  siiil,a,l)le.  As  to  family,  our  Mn.'.(liHii 
family  had  always  been  rcispectahle  and  hiyh.  James  whh 
dnii,^  Wiill  — -of  an  (ixcellent.  character. 

However,  there  will  often  o('(Mir  little  «lili'erences.  Mrs. 
l»ol[)h  waH  very  hij^di  and  aristocratic  in  her  n(ttions  of  the 
world.  She  prohahly  did  not  like  the  name  "merchant"  - 
would  have  ))ref(!rred  a  [)rofeHsional  man  as  a  hushand  for 
her  daughter,  su('h  as  a  clergyman.  d(M*t,or.  lawyer,  or  lich 
m)»,ii  of  leisin'e. 

Maria  itolph  was  a  K'cvy  handsome,  lady-like  person  — 
W(OI  (jdu(;ated.  I  may  have  occasion  to  speak  of  tin*  Rolph 
fninily  as  it  was  in  hiUeland  a^ain,  because  he  (.John  Rolpli) 
occupied  I'oi-  thirty  yeai-s  the  inost  ])romincnt  position  of 
anyone  in  VViist(un  ('aiiada,  and  was  an  <^X(M'(MlIn<r]y  «.lo- 
<|U(!nt  rriaii,  and  a,  man  of  suptu'ioi'  Imj^IIsIi  education. 

Tlie  pjiielish  hea<l  of  the  fannly  I  kn(;w  very  little  about, 
but  may  Hj)ea,k  of  it  aeain.  'I'he  family  at  first  settled  at 
Niajrara.  then  tnoved,  about  IS  10,  to  Norfolk  Count  v. 
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makshai.i.  s,  hidwki.l. 

This  geiitl(Miiaii  was  a  very  fast  fricml  of  Dr.  John  Rolph 
all  his  life.  When  1  went  to  tlie  State  of  New  York  in 
1838,  they  hotli  wrote  letters  to  ine,  which  upon  Honin 
other  occasion  I  will  introduce  in  my  narrative. 

Th(i  misfortune  of  Dr.  Rolph's  life  was.  as  he  thoutj^lit, 
his  mint(linj,' with  the  Rebellion  of  1837-8.  IJut  tliat  was 
his  fault,  for  if  he  luul  ])ut  his  foot  on  the  ineipient  move- 
ments it  would  iHit  liave  occurred.  He  diil  not  do  so,  an«l 
many  blame  him  for  abandoning  it  when  it  had  begun. 
His  life,  howiXt'i",  was  in  danger  then,  and  certainly  th«; 
patriots  did  not  (^xliibit  much  courage  after  it  started. 

Mackenzie  did  not  aban«lon  it — was  the  last  man  to  leav» 
Montgomery's  Hill  battle — came  very  near  being  captured. 
"  Escaped  by  the  skin  of  his  teeth  "  was  a  common  expres- 
sion. It  was  never  charged  against  him  that  he  was  a 
coward — witli  all  his  headstrong  ways,  he  was  brave. 
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OF  THESE   TWO   GREAT   MEN,    ROLPH   AND   BI DWELL, 

much  will  be  said  in  future  pages.  The  fact  is  they  ought 
to  have  been  made  Judges,  as  England  instructed  Sir 
Francis  Bond  Head  to  do.  Then,  with  a  Reform  respon- 
sible ref/irtie  of  government,  all  would  have  been  well  for 
Upper  Canada,  and  tliere  would  have  been  no  rebellion. 

The  reason  then  whv  the  rebellion  did  arise  was  because 
the  promises  of  England  to  Upper  Canada  were  not  carried 
out,  that  this  Governor  most  wickedly  disobeyed  his  instruc- 
tions from  England,  and  the  Family  Compact — or  rather  his 
Executive  which  contained  its  principal  men — wickedly 
urged  him  to  so  disobey.  It  may  be  said,  why  did  not  the 
people  wait  ?  They  had  already  waited  since  1826,  an«l 
Sir  John  Colborne,  as  Ciovernor,  acting  contrary  to  his 
English  instructions,  and  the  repeated  votes  of  the  Legis- 
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lature, liad  created  Hfty-ninc  rectories  to  plrase  the  Family 
Coinpict,  inHu«Miced  by  Dr.  Str.ichan  and  othei-s  (secret 
advisers)  c»>ntrary  to  public  opinion  and  ordei-s  from  Eng- 
land,—in  fact,  to  please  IJishop  Straehan  and  his  Executive 
Council.  Is  the  forbearance  of  the  people  to  last  forever? 
Is  there  not  a  mutual  contract  between  the  governing  body 
and  the  governed  ? 

The  answer  is  evident.  The  governing  body  should  be 
the  creation  of  the  people,  not  their  mast(U*s.  Such  is  tlie 
case  in  England. 

The  great  Rolph  family  is  well  worthy  a  more  particular 
descr-iption  in  history,  an<l  will  receive  it  at  my  hands. 

I  was  not  aware  until  recently  that  Mr.  (ieorge  Rolph, 
used  so  badly  in  his  la.st  days  by  the  mere  tools  und  minions 
of  the  Family  Comp;ict,  was  so  brave  and  conspicuous  a  man 
in  his  early  days.  I  have  understoo<l  that  he  was  at  the 
takiuiT  of  Detroit  in  1812,  that  Captain  or  Col.  Rverson, 
father  of  the  great  Ryerson  family,  was  his  Captain  or 
superior  otficer,  all  then  of  Vittoria,  in  the  County  of 
Norfolk. 

Evidence  and  documents  can  be  produced  to  prove  this. 
He  was  also  Clerk  of  the  Peace  as  early  as  1816.  I  shall 
be  in  a  position  later  to  give  evidence  in  this  book  of  many 
intere.sting  facts  about  him.  The  family  had  four  sons, 
two  of  whom  were  English  Church  clergymen,  one  a  mis- 
sionary in  the  west  at  a  very  early  date.  The  father  wa8 
an  English  barrister,  and  died  in  1814  at  Vittoria.  How- 
ever, I  must  defer  further  remarks. 

MY  TEMPORARY    RE?^II)ENCE    IN    l"534. 

In  this  year  I  spent  two  weeks  in  Toronto,  at  the  homes 
of  Messrs.  M.  8.  Bidwell  and  John  Rolph,  whilst  spending 
a  student's  term  at  the  Law  Society,  and  had  a  good  oppor- 
tunity of  studying  the  manner  of  living  of  these  great  men, 
6 


90 


REMINISCENCES   OK   CHAULES    DUUAM). 


w 


HO   siihulc   ami    plain.      Tliey    wore   strong   advocatos   of 
temperance. 

The  years  182H,  '27  were  excitinf(  years  in  York  and  tliP 
Province,  owin^  to  the  treatment  of  Mr.  George  Rolph,  the 
(lismissal  of  .Iu(lg<'  Willis,  sent  out  as  a  Judfije  from  Kn^- 
lan«l,  the  elections  of  1M2.S,  and  the  entry  upon  politics  of 
William  Lyon  Mackenzi4!  in  tiie  last  year — all  of  which 
will  be  for  a  time  deferred  :  in  the  meantime  1  comment 
at  lar<ifo  upon  the  at^itation  in  fa\'or  of  Robert  (lourlay. 

LOST    IN    TiIE    WOODS    WITH    "  I'INK  " — INTEHESTIN(; 
.lOCHNEY    IN    TIIE    WOODS    IN    1832. 

In  1832  I  travelled  on  horseback,  «»n  mv  fathc^r'a  little 
bay  mare,  called  "  Pink,"  over  the  then  incipient  half  • 
formed  counties  of  VVeiliiii^'ton,  Waterloo,  and  Brant. 
There  were  many  u)<;'  roads  and  swamps,  where  the  old 
beaver-dams  could  be  seen,  and  the  forests  swarmed  with 
deer,  wolves,  beai"s,  and  wild  fur  anim/ils.  I  went  to 
deliver  collectors'  rolls  to  collectors  of  taxes  for  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace,  Mr.  Berrie,  being  then  in  the  office  of  the 
Clerk.  I  had  also  made  out  the  lists  of  all  the  counties 
and  incipient  om's.  On  one  occasion  I  got  lost  on  th*i 
journey,  in  one  of  the  cedar  swamps,  as  I  was  riding  on 
this  little  bay  mare,  just  as  the  sun  was  sinking  in  the 
west,  in  the  township  of  Nichol,  near  Guelph,  which  was 
then  only  a  hamlet  with  a  few  houses,  not  even  si  decent 
hotel  in  it,  the  whole  country  being  in  a  wild  state. 

GFELPH    ONLY    A    HAMLKT    IN    ia32. 

I  watered  my  horse  at  this  locality,  and  went  on  as  far 
as  T  could  towards  the  township  of  Nichol,  in  which  I  had 
to  deliver  a  collector  s  roll.  In  a  short  time,  on  entering  it, 
I  found  myself  lost.  No  settlements  or  houses  were  to  be 
seen.     So  I  let  my  littl'L>  mare  go  as  she  would.     Off  she 
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^■«^nt  at  a  hrislv   trot  for  several      •,  ^^ 

anudst  wild   woods  and   thieve   "'i!;:' "^r''  '^^^^^  '>^"«. 
M-ees  almost  crowded  ti,e  crcn'ked         T  ^''^  ^''''^  ^«d«r 
^^thehe.,oekandon.err':l:i;^       "^  '^^•-^^^- 
A    DENSE  CEDAIt   SVVA>n.-.pE^.,   n. 

Wildaninrds  H  '"'  "^^^^'^^A'^^- 

;  "'"''".Ms.  the  savaL'e  lvi,v  ;„  h.^  ^ 

»'ll  tear  th«  la,.^,«t  ,Jo,,  to     ,  I     "  ""'  "*  "'"e^,  and 

'f "-  '--.eat  .lo^, ..,  1.^,  rr„;' '"'  "•"'  •'-'  -o-  eJ 

-IHW^  „,„,  t.,t,.  „,„  „„  ij;'^:^'^  -va.e  are  tl,,,,.    Their 

THE   ,vaD.   FEROCOUS   LVNx 
'  •"■"  "•  "  'ioscription  of  then,  ■  Th.'     p 
■"•«'   vvouderfully  strouT     »  ^."'  ^°'^  ""''  hind  le™ 

'^^  f-t  up  in  a  high  piL  tree  :  2'"  "'"■'"'"  "»" 

;v.th  two  men  an.l  n.yself  i,,  th!!l  ■  ""*"'  "'"'^  "^ere, 
•"<!  been  cha.sed  up  the  LowltT  "''""'•^-  '''''« -'"■"^ 
'"'y  My  father  fi  -ed,  w  .n.ded  h  T  ""''  ''""'^  '^«Pt  af 
oame.  One  large  do./Ji"  jlf  '"'"  /"'""y-  ""d  down  he 
"'■•<^  bin,  with  his  te;th"  i  :;"  '^  '"'  '■''"'  ''"'  ">o  lynx 
;-»ted  howiin,.  Pre^e  t ;  Ll:]^:"'  T"  '"^  ''"^- 
'^''o  men  tied  hi,s  leg,,  tor^ether  ,v  tK  "  "'''""''•^-    The 

-  "^  pole,  and  it  w^,  allfhey 'eou     .L  7'"  ""''  '"'"^  ''''» 
The  animal  was  larger  than  n       ■  ""''■y  •>'"'  borne 

-ocious,  his  claws  and  t^  Zl  ^Y'":^  "''''  '^^^  -d 
-a  long  and  tipped  witl    bieT  1' t"  "  '"'^"^'  ^^^^ 
'hem,  some  larger,  some  smaller     tJ-'  '"""  '""^"y  "f 
^•ne  as  the  wild-cat   whiir  i,  !!  ''"""'''  ■■"  "»'  the 

-*  ♦■>■".  of  black  on   irearrV '"'"'"'''• '^"'i''- 

'•    ^  '•■■'^•^  «een   them  also 
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occasionally.  The  wildcat  is  not  so  common  as  tlie  lynx. 
Tli<*  latter  has  a  wihi,  hideous  scream  at  ni^ht,  and  will 
easily  kill  and  carry  off' a  sheep  or  a  small  hof^. 

JOYFUL    EXIT   TO    A    FAUMEK's    llonSE. 

Well,  my  little  mare  in  one  liour  or  less  suddenly  emerged 
into  a  clearin((,  givin<^  hoth  of  us  <rreat  Joy.  In  this  elear- 
in<^  by  an  old  pioneer,  we  found  a  good  log-house  and 
farm-yard,  with  all  the  old  comforts  of  old  Canadian 
settlers.  Here  I  was  nunh?  welcome  and  comfortable  in  a 
plenteous  and  happy  home,  in  which  a  good  wife  and  a 
buxom  and  beautiful  daughter  ccmduct«'d  the  cooking  and 
housekeeping.  Of  this  I  will  speak  presently,  but  will  first 
dwell  on  the  terrible  case  of  being  lost  in  the  wild  woods — 
woods  perhaps  ten  miles  in  extent.  Lost  in  the  wood/i ! 
How  terrible  the  thought  to  the  poor  wayfarer !  I  was 
lost  on  this  (jccasion  but  a  short  time,  yet  as  night  was 
approaching  it  was  not  pleasant.  I  had  before,  when  a 
boy,  been  lost  in  the  woods  for  short  periods — in  fact,  as 
a  Canadia!!  boy,  I  was  used  to  the  wotxls.  In  them  I 
breathed,  at  Hamilton,  the  first  breath  of  life.  But  the 
feeling  of  wandering  backward  and  forward  in  them  is 
terrible,  and  not  easy  to  describe. 

Even  lately  I  read  of  .a  Mr.  Dennison,  an  old  man  whom 
I  knew,  who  was  lost  in  the  woods  in  Essa,  near  Barrie, 
and  was  out  all  night  in  October  la.st  year,  I  triink.  H(i 
was  found  on  the  second  day  lying  in  an  unconscious  state, 
by  a  log  in  a  swamp,  and  died  after  being  taken  home.  So 
such  a  thing  may  occur  now  in  not  distant  parts  of  Canada. 
Many  accounts  of  the  loss  of  children  and  men  and  women 
have  appeared  in  the  papers  of  Canada  within  a  few  years. 
What  is  the  feeling  ?  How  does  it  happen  ?  I  read  in 
1894  the  account — a  very  interesting  book — of  an  English 
traveller  being  lost  in  the  wilds  of  Michigan,  when  explor- 
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ing the  copper  mines  of  Lake  Superior.  He  de.scriV>es  his 
terril)le  feelings  :  lost  for  several  hours.  Tlii.s  traveller 
was  a  scit'iitist  and  .scholar,  who  had  travelle<l  all  over  the 
North-We.st,  the  Western  States,  Mexico,  and  American 
Southern  l{ej)uhlies,  in  the  course  of  an  invest i^^'ation  into 
the  anbi(juitiesof  tlu!  Indians,  their  mounds  and  earth-works, 
as  well  as  the  geological  ap))earanceH  of  the  countries 
through  which  he  ])as.sed.  He  descrihes  the  wonderful 
instinct  and  sagacity  of  the  beaver,  Jihout  which  animal  I 
will  have  something  hereafter  to  say.  The  history  of  the 
travels  of  this  gentleman  is  truly  grand.  The  description 
he  gives  of  being  lost  is  too  long  for  insertion  in  this 
article,  and  I  shall  have  to  defer  its  description  to  another 
tiine,  although  I  have  it  lying  in  writing  before  ni<>. 

SOTTNI)   SLEEP — ANOTHEU    E.VULY   START. 

My  sleep  was  sound  in  this  backwoods  house,  where 
ev-ry thing  was  ])rimitive,  perhaps  like  souic  of  Manitoba's 
houses  now.  Resuming  my  story,  I  was  most  hospitabi}' 
entertained  by  the  pioneer  farmer,  his  wife  and  daughter 
— made  welcome  with  a  good  supper,  bed  and  wood-like 
talk.  In  the  niorning  I  continued  my  woody  jcmrney  into 
Waterloo.  The  farmers  in  those  days  were  truly  pioneers, 
and  suffered  many  hardships  not  known  to  us  of  this  day. 
Nichol  is  now  an  old,  rich-settled  town.ship,  full  of  beautiful 
farms.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  real  romance  about  this 
night  visit  to  the  old  woody  home.  There  could  be  seen 
the  household  dog,  the  cows  lying  dow^n  chewing  their 
cuds,  the  sheep  in  the  pens,  horses  in  the  field,  poultry  in 
the  barn -yard.  Around  were  the  echoes  of  the  woods,  the 
singing  of  forest  birds,  the  soft  cry  of  the  whip-poor-will ; 
lastly,  the  industrious  carmer,  the  home-like  Canadian  wife 
and  smart,  pretty  dauf;hter. 
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Thei'i'  is  H  IfHijfthv  skctcli  of  tliis  joui-iiov.  written  bv 
iiio  (inore  llowery)  at  tlu*  afj«  ol'  twrnty-oiie,  Dfct'inber 
22nd,  1882,  in  a  literary  jouiiial  calli'd  the  (nirhnid,  ix 
papor  puMisljod  in  old  Hanulton  times,  in  which  much  of 
my  poetry  and  Home  shoi-t  moral  novels  nppearcd.  Anotliei* 
paper  in  which  I  then  wrote  was  tlie  (^nslcet,  puhlished  in 
tlie  8f  .ie  year.  I  will  in  another  artich'  later  <^ive  a  sketch 
of  both  of  tlu'se,  and  of  the  Voi/dgcttr  and  other  papers. 


I 
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THE     DESTilLCriOX     OK     MV     KATIIKKS     MO.MKSTEAO    IN     1H29. 

In  some  part  of  ls21»  my  fathers  liomestead  on  th*> 
(irand  River  farm  was  destioyed  by  fire.  Heiu-y  and  I 
were  in  the  tields  woikin<r  in  the  sununei-  ur  autnnni.  No 
one  was  in  the  house  that  I  am  awaie  of,  when  suddenly 
our  attention  was  drawn  to  the  tire,  which  probably  took 
place  in  the  kitchen  part  of  the  house.  We  hastened  home, 
and  commenced  movin<^  what  we  could  of  the  furniture, 
chiefly  in  tlie  west  j)art  of  the  house  :  succeeded  in  saving 
very  little  of  it  by  throwing  it  out  of  the  windows.  Much 
of  it  was  burnt;  also  ()apers  and  valual)le,  if  not  all  the 
books,  many  of  which  I  had  read  in  yeai-s  past.  Some 
valuable  old  books  and  Knii-lish  mementos  were  burnt. 
The  fire  was  very  sudden,  very  cjuick,  and  soon  everythin*^ 
was  consumed.  My  brother  Henry  was  upstairs  with  me, 
and  my  poor  'log  "  Keeno,"  too,  with  us,  s<'eminy  to  want 
to  help,  movin«^  about,  and  we  left  him  up  there.  Henry 
jumped  out  of  the  north  end  window,  one  story  from  the 
ground,  near  the  garden  fence,  and  was  in  da  ,ig(;r  of  his  life. 
He  barely  escaped  the  fire  then  in  the  rooms  upstairs.  I 
tlon't  remember  how  I  escaped,  but  think  it  was  down  the 
stairs.  We  in  our  huri-y  forgot  the  doo"  "  Keene,"  and  no 
doubt  tho  poor  animal  was  burnt  in  the  upper  room  where 
Henry  wa.s. 
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•■KKK.NK'.S"   SAOACITV. 
He  was  a  .■.a;r,ieiou.s  ,1,,.,  ,•„,.     „    , 

tin.,,.  „.,,.  know.     Tl,  ,„;''"■  7'""".'  "^  '"«"  than  «,.;. 

';•' "  i-i..,.  xot  I  „;  s    •,;':i;"  r,""" '" """  °f " 

the  (f,-au,l  Trunk  ofli,.,-  "on  r  .',    \         '  *'"^'  '•'"•^'' <^''-->'lc  in 

(Mv.  .Slatteiy,  I  tl,i„k  '  bv  „  ,  .'"'f '""'  '■^'"'K  .Street., 
H-  •'<>„".  IU-.S  c..,nstH,.t  IVi.  ,,  '■  ;;  '""'  ""•"••''  -^  -^'■•V 
'—>  Lis  ...aster,  did  „ot  k,         "  l""-     '""■  ''"*?  '""I 

-"■CO,  ra..   fr,„„  thee  to  the  l„a,"       .         u     '''•"'"'  '''''"'^ 
>"'■  I""  ".aste,-,  ,„oa..i„..  ..„,,  ~        ""  "'"'  ''  '""'^''-'t' 

';""-■  places  were  look.M '.  ,""""':     ^'  '-'■  «l-"  all 

'-^v  .lo»-..  o„  the  Hoor  „„,,;,,.'';  f'"'  "'"•"«'.  cried  h.„I 
stay   there.      Here   was  ,  .'„    .  ^  "'  '"  """"■-'  "".i 

■^'"tte,,v.  his  loved  .nasi         .":/""    ■'"-•-"  f-  pc.' 

•  '-'lii.il  to  1.13  dearest  frie.ids. 

'^EE..   I,P  THE  KINDEST    FKf,  ,vr    u- 

^^-- o..ly,  in  .so  doin.  fnltil  .  ""'" 

;;■-■•  -  .sl.ovvi,«  that  with^o.     r'i  i ':"' ''  '""  ■  """  -ore, 
^«  kmdest  acts  in  „,„„,..      ;,.■■  ' "»  "■'^'  '"■«  «|"al  also  to 

;^';'>gave  it  to  poo,.  d„.,d,  a„i  rlsf  W."  "'"  '""'■'"-  ^ 
to  <l.-op  in  .sorrow,  tl,e  he„t  "^'"'  ™"*«  the  tear 

worlds,  who  in  Chris',  s,.e,l  tea,"  1";"      '""'"^  '"''■'  •*" 
t'';;l;.soiple«'  feet  in  love  beforltr        "'■'"''' '""'  "•-'""' 

'''•--Me,.n.isfort,,,.e;^,    '..■•''^'«-™ 
'""I  »-e  ha,]  to  obtain  the;ee umt  I-"-'""'''  ""'•  ^'"'"Iv. 

'•^'Iwa.-d  Van,lerlip,  innkeeZ  t"?  "  "  ''"'««  f'o.,.  Mr. 
Pre.«ises  adjoining  the  soutl.  T  ^  '  °""  ''^  '''^^"t  -'"  l'i« 
'■^b--lcl.  which  we-nal^i::  f  T"'  '"*'  """'  ^  -  ^ 

P'ov..s.ontodoatoneo.     My  father 
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c<>Mtniot('«l  to  lniiM  u  Nrick  l)^lil^lin^^  aii<l  put  on  tin;  coii- 
tnictoi*H  tliat  Muiiunor  or  fall,  an«l  luul  tin?  lioii.se  tiMi.she<l  in 
1830. 

Our  Mister  Muriu  aiul  lun*  IuisIkiikI  auwo  up  tho  fall 
!>cfor.'  thf  house  was  Imrnt,  in  lS2!),  and  must  have  boen 
there  in  l!SU():  hut  ol*  these  tliin<rs  I  am  not  certnin.  Sister 
Helen,  I  think,  was  away  at  the  time  of  the  lin\  as  1  can't 
rememher  her  heiu;;  there.  She  attende*!  and  helped 
at  the  house  we  oecupied.  Durin;^  tlu>  huildin;^  of  the  brick 
house,  some  part  of  the  time  I  was  home  nnd  f)art  in 
Hamilton. 


'ft 


l)K.     IIYKUSON's     Kin'rilE    (ON'N'EcrioN     WITH     THE     "  QUAR- 
DIAN  "  —  lUSHOP    UK^HAUn.SOX's    EDiTOltSIIII'. 

The  remarks  on  these  two  suhji'cts  will  be  necessarily 
lon^,  and  I  shall  reserve  them  for  a  future  chapter,  as  also 
some  extended  remarks  on  the  rise  into  jxreat  influence  of 
William  Lyon  Mackenzie.  He  was  editor  of  the  Advocate 
at  Queenston  and  Toronto.  1  find,  in  a  conversaiiou  with 
Mr.  (yharles  Lindsay,  the  author  of  the  life  of  Mackenzie, 
that  he  never  published  the  Advocate  anywhere  else  than 
Queenston  and  Toronto. 

My  father  occupied  a  very  prominent  place,  more  so 
than  any  man  in  the  West,  or  even  at  Toronto,  apart  from 
the  compacts,  from  1817  to  1828,  and  my  reiruirks  on  his 
acta  will  occu[)y  a  few  j)aijes  in  Chapter  VI. 

THE    IJNNECESSAUV    ANP   OPPRESSIVE    PERSECUTION   OF 

UOHERT   aOURLAY   BY   THE   HEADS   OF   THE 

FAMILY   COMPACT. 

(■ommencincr  in  1810-17,  this  persecution  commenced  at 
York,  and  no  candid  person  can  see  why  it  was,  unless 
ii  sprang  from  political  jealousy  of  his  talents,  and  probably 
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nioro  fiom  tho  suppoNitioii  tliat  he  would  oxp(»He  and  over- 
tnvu  the  improjxT  policy  of  tli«'  tlnTi  rulers  in  colonial 
matters  at  York  as  to  land  ;^rants  and  otHcial  exclusion 
from  oHicc  of  all  outside  of  tlio  Compact.  Such  also  was 
one  of  the  main  causes  of  William  Lycm  Mackonzie's  afi«'r 
ftorsecution.  In  this  conduct  a  few  men  or  famili<;s  were 
prevalent,  such  as  .Fohn  Ik'verloy  Robinson,  his  brothers 
William  and  IN-ter,  Dr.  John  St  radian.  William  Allan, 
Chief  .Justice  Powell,  dudoe.s  Houlton,  ('ampbell,  and  per- 
sons of  lesser  note. 

The  object  of  Mr.  (Jourlay  in  comiu}^  to  Cpper  Cann<la 
was  a  laudable  one  —  to  brins^out  emi'^rants  to  .settle  vacant 
lands  -and  in  treatin^j^  this  object  as  one  of  treason  and 
sedition  the  old  Compact  showed  that  they  w<'re  unpa- 
triotic and  very  linjited  in  their  views  of  duty,  'i'he  thing 
most  needed  in  KS17  and  onward  was  proper  emij(ration — 
a  thing  always  so  in  new  colonies.  So  it  is  now  in  re^jard 
to  the  North- W\'st.  He  was  a  hasty  man,  ready  to  <juarrel 
— looked  at  thin<jjs  existinfr  perh}i])s  with  a  prejudiced  eye. 
He  was  very  bitter  a«;ainst  Dr.  John  Strachan,  a  fellow- 
Scot — used  libellous  lanjifuage  towar<ls  him,  which  is  .seen 
in  his  volumes  on  (Canada.  Dr.  Strachan  was  unjust 
in  his  re!narks  on  him — i^ave  him  some  «x>'^)und  for  his 
retaliation. 

The  Courts  and  York  big  men  persecuted  him  for  se<li- 
tion — imprisoned  him,  under  an  Act  which  did  not  apply 
to  him,  a  Bi-itish  subject,  but  to  American  intruders  after 
the  revolutionarv  war. 

Tn  his  books  the  conduct  of  the  then  York  authorities  is 
<&xposed  very  fully;  and  never  was  there  a  case  against  an 
English  citizen  which  could  be  and  was  by  all  impartial 
observers  more  justly  condemned  than  this  persecution  and 
banishment  of  Mr.  (jtourlay,  under  an  Upper  Canada  statute 
called  the  "  Sedition  Act." 
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THK     I'UKJI'DKK    oK    EX<»l.lSllMKN     lOWAItDS    TANADA. 

I  luive  Mpokcii  olsewlu'iv  of*  ill*'  •'XpiT.s.sioii  usnl  by  a 
Mr.  Talbot,  a  ivlation  ol"  Col.  TallM)t,  of  tlw  l^ak«;  Kri«j 
Mettlcmeiit  of  Onmuln,  Hl>out  tin*  wonini.  KinlM  aii-l 
Hower.s  of  Canada,  sljiiidcriii^  tli«iii. 

Now,  I  rc^irt  to  tin<l  in  Mr.  (iourlays  wnrks— tlirue 
books  of  Imh  wroiij^s,  ami  t.lic  statist  s  ul'  CpjuT  Canada, 
published  in  1.S22  in  London,  Ki.^^daiid — tlieHc  very 
erronciouH  r  marks  about  our  cotintry  as  c'oni))ar«*d  witli 
his  loved  Kn<rland  and  Scotland: 

"  i>ut  one  ebarni  is  \vantin<r,  and  is  sadl\-  missed  bv  tluj 
native  Hriton  in  Anierica.  There  is  no  musie  in  tin* sky,  no 
chorus  in  the  ^rove.  The  birds  are  mute  in  e(Mnparisi>n 
with  the  leathered  .son;;sters  ol'  Kn;;land — no  lark,  no 
liiuiet,  no  blackbinl,  no  thrush,  no  nin'bt ini^ale,  no  robin 
but  by  name,  chir|),  chiri),  chirp,  and  little  of  that." 

This  is  sheer  libel,  the  result  of  i;;-noranc»'  and  prejudice. 
J  know  better:  cvervoue  does  who  has  lived  in  Canada  all 
his  lifi!.  These  thivt*  volumes  by  (Jourlay  have  been  long 
since  out  of  print. 

Let  me  liere  say,  it  is  t'(|ually  fal.sf  with  wliat  Mr.  Talbot 
said,  "The  Howers  have  no  scent,  the  birds  no  son jj,  the 
women  no  virtue."  On  the  contrary,  in  May  the  thrusli  is 
lieard,  as  well  as  in  June,  on  every  thorn  bu.sh  oi- spray  : 
so  is  the  catbird,  'i'he  robin  is  hear<l  in  April,  May  and 
June,  sweetly  warbling  in  our  parks  and  fields;  the 
meadow-lark  the  same.  We  have  such  a  thiuir  as  the 
lark.  The  sweetest  of  little  sonwtei's  is  heard  in  th«j 
wood  wren  :  the  bluebiid  about  our  orchards  in  April, 
May  and  June;  the  wild  canary,  the  Baltimore  oriole, 
the  bol)olink  in  the  clover  or  grass  fields.  Tlu'  blackbird 
(two  species)  is  seen  everywhere ;  the  garden  sparrow, 
lively  little  grey  creature,  sinos  as  I  have  often  heard  it 
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foniiorly  <m  Yoiij;*'  Street,  when  1  lm<l  a  hiru"*'  ^^unlcn  thtTu, 
twenty,  thirty,  i'orty  ycarH  uj^o,  Hittiiijjf  cm  n  curniiit  bush, 
siii^^inyf  its  lively  little  lay,  "  SiHulM'i  ,  si.sMWee.  siwilM'e,  siU) 
Hec."  Tnie,  wo  lmv«'  iu>  ni;,^litiiiojil(',  hut  we  have  the 
wliippiiorwill,  which  Kii;^'lan<l  has  not,  with  its  May-.lune 
utterance  of  "  Whippoorwill  !  whippoorwill  !  whippoor- 
will!'  ervinj;  to  its  mate.  We  have  no  Iwavv  snow- 
storms  as  I  have  .seen  it  reported  in  May  an<l  June  in 
Kui^IhikI,  no  foj;H  that  you  CDuld  I'eel  with  the  hand,  cut 
with  tlu'  knife,  HO  daik  vou  could  onlv  In-ar  at  noon  tlie 
human  voice  in  London.  \V«'  have  none  of  the  ^neat  storms 
of  the  Kui^lish  Chainiel.  Mr.  (!ourla\-  mav  think  he  is 
speakinu'  the  truth,  hut  he  is  not  justified  in  hastily 
Htatin<;  what  he  was  ignorant  oi". 


THE  noMK   Disniicrr.  in    which   yokk    then   w.v.s,    onlv 

UKKL'.SEI)    TO   AN'SWEIt  THI^'    REASON  A  lU.K    l{K<^rEST 

OK    (JOrilLAY. 

Why  i  it  may  be  asked.  Me  says  becausi;  tlie  leadii:|r 
peoph;  there  were  laiul-ij^i-ahi)ers  and  scions,  or  princripaN 
of  the  Family  ('ompaet,  and  tlu'  woi\st  one  of  them  was  Dr. 
John  Strachan.  At  all  events,  for  somi'  reason  not  easily 
to  be  Hi^en,  they  nt)t  only  refused  to  jL^ive  any  infwrmation, 
but  ultimately  got  up  a  persecution,  endini;-  in  expellinjif 
him  from  Canada  a  few  years  after  1817.  The  reasons,  he 
thinks,  were  that  the  monopoli.sts  wanted  to  Lfet  as  nnich 
land  as  they  could,  keep  it  for  a  rise,  let  others  settle 
around  it,  and  increa.se  the  value  of  the  vacant  land 
monopolized ;  then,  of  course,  make  their  fortunes.  A 
system  somewhat  similar  is  now,  and  has  been,  carried 
»>M  in  Manitoba  and  the  North-We.st.  The  Americjin» 
sold  the  public  lands  at  an  unset  price  to  any  <me  in 
sections  or  ([uartei'-sections,  at  $1.25  an  acre  to  anyone 
paying   the    money.      The    monopolists,    or    compacts  of 
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families,  wore  favored  at  York — riob  men  created  without 
work — and  tlie  S(»e(ls  were  laid  For  the  rebellion  in  1837, 
and  a  «^reedy,  colonial  aristocracy  was  created.  My  father 
opposed  this  system,  hene<'  was  after  1S24,  when  it 
came  to  its  woi-st,  proscribed  or  put  amon^  the  malcontents 
with  tlie  majority  of  the  people,  but  never  lived  to  see  its 
worst  features  realized.  There  were,  of  course,  many  other 
reasons  for  makini;  people  malcontents,  which  will  be 
shortly  alluded  to.  Mr.  Gourlay  and  the  people  generally 
wanted  emij^ration  from  all  countries.  The  Americans  had 
not  then  the  lands  of  the  West,  and  the  best  of  them  would 
come  to  Canada  and  take  up  land,  but  the  aristocratic 
cli(jue  at  York  woul<l  not  allow  them,  because  they  said 
they  would  be  disloyal,  so  they  opposed  Americans  and 
<:;ven  Britisli  population. 

FIIANCIS   COLLINS,     AX    EDITOR,    FINED    AND    IMPRISONED    IN 

TORONTO,    THEN    YORK. 

Tn  l(S2r.  a  man  named  Francis  Collins,  publishing  a  paper 
•called  TJtc  Freeman,  rather  too  freely  discussing  the 
conduct  of  the  official  aristocracy  of  York,  and  their  np.rrow 
bigoted  views  as  to  emigration,  speaking  of  Mr.  Joim 
IJeverley  Roltinson,  then  Attorney-General  of  Upper  Can- 
ada, used  tlie  term  "  His  native  malignity." 

It  was  called  a  criminal  libel  for  which  Mr.  Robinson 
had  him  indicted,  tried,  and  the  Court  fined  him  £50,  the 
then  currency,  or  Ji5200  of  our  money ;  in  addition,  impris- 
onment, 1  think,  of  a  year.  This  severity  caused  a  great 
sensation  and  clamor  against  the  little  Attorney-General, 
and  as  most  thouglit,  was  good  proof  of  "  his  native  malig- 
nity." Collins  laid  in  gaol  and  defied  the  malignity.  This 
was  one  of  the  proofs  of  the  power  of  the  old  compact  of 
political  families. 

Such  influences  as  this  K:-.  Gourlay  had  to  fight  for 
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several  vears  until  he  wastrie*!  1»\  a  Niafjara  i\irv,(M)nvict«il 
by  a  partial  judtjfc  and  i<riioi'}int,  C(jrruj)t ji:ry,  iin|)tiHone<l 
and  banished  the  country.  The  Act  under  whieli  he  was 
tried,  called  the  "  Sedition  Act,"  properly  construed  a|)j)li('d 
only  to  Americans,  not  British  subjects  such  as  Uourlay 
was — was  a  nit)st  arbitrary  stretch  of  power.  ( 'nfortun.itely 
Mr.  Robinson  had  his  assistants,  as  ({ouj'lay's  persecutors 
had  in  York  amon^i'  them  l)i".  John  Strachan,  in  some 
respects  a  useful  man,  and  a  man,  1  nnist  say, always  kind 
to  my  sisters  Harriet  and  Helen,  but  yet  exceedingly 
bigoted  on  the  subject  oF  religion,  and  arbitrary  in  his 
governmental  views,  in  fact  a  father  to  the  upholders  of 
the  old  Family  Compact.  This  will  be  seen  when  I  say 
that  Mr.  Robinson,  Archibald  McLean,  Philip  \'ankoughnet, 
Jonas  Jones,  J.  B.  Macaulav,  and  manv  others  wei'e  in  fact 
educated  bv^  him  in  his  cree<l. 


ITPPEIl  CAXADA  WAS  Wri'H  nOURLAV  AT  FIRST. 

When  it  is  ronembered  all  this  man  required  was  to 
obtain  from  its  pi-iucipal  people  the  statistics  of  the  Pro- 
vince, no  one  can  see  any  cause  for  the  indignation  of  the 
old  Family  Compact. 

The  most  devoted  Loyalists,  apart  from  the  Home  District, 
gave  him  township  by  township  from  London  and  east 
to  the  Ottawa  District,  the  information  he  asked,  contained 
in  the  volumes  I  have,  as  seen  therein.  The  answers  from 
Niagara  and  the  Gore  Districts  from  their  foremost  men, 
all  asserted  the  chief  causes  of  the  backwardness  of  the 
Province  were :  1st.  Want  of  emigration,  especially  from 
the  United  States,  from  which  the  most  desirable  emigrants 
would  come,  and  these  loyal  men  said  they  were  not  afraid 
that  they,  the  Americans,  would  turn  against  England. 
Generally  they  did  not  do  so  in  the  war  of  1812.  2nd. 
That  the  case  of  granting  tracts  of  land  to  favorites  who 
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would  not  st'ttle  them  jukI  were  absentees,  was  a  jrreutevil. 
'M'i\.  riu\y  conipluined  also  that  the  reservation  of  the 
ChM*<^y  Reserves  and  Scliool  lands  kept  the  setllenientH 
from  pro<^ressinf;. 

Tlicse  were  tlie  three  prominent  complaints.  Many, 
most  indeed,  who  at  first  sided  with  (ionrlay's  views  were 
tories,  i^ener.vlly  a  mixture  of  Ijoth  parties.  Parties  were 
not  then  so  marked  as  now.  The  war  had  amalgamated 
the  people.  It  was  not  until  perhaps  1820  when  parties 
divided  after  (iourlay  left.  The  people  who  attended  the 
meeting  in  Ancaster  in  1817.  in  which  my  father  was 
chairman,  it  will  be  seen,  were  like  Richard  Hatt,  the 
Crookses,  always  Tory  after  that  tinier,  and  my  father  was 
such  up  to  1824,  in  a  moderate  way.  My  father  was  a 
legislator  at  this  time  for  Wentworth,  and  was  about  1817 
appointed  Registrar  for  Wentworth  an<l  Halt<  n,  and  held 
the  oifiee  until  his  death  in  1833. 

Mr.  (iourlay  and  his  father  were  very  large  agricul- 
turists, the  first  in  England  in  Shropshire,  the  latter  in 
Scotland  in  Fife,  and  were  very  re-<pectably  connected. 
At  the  end  of  his  life  the  father  was  poor,  having  failed. 
Robert  was  pi'obably  a  skilful  farmer.  His  Iwoks  in  my 
possession  show  this. 

He  had  his  faults,  no  doubt,  such  as  ira.scibility  and 
over-presumption,  as  from  England.  But  these  should 
not  have  caused  his  most  ojipressive  persecution — his 
indeed  illegal  expulsion  by  the  vindictive  clique  in  Little 
York,  who  had  the  Bench  at  their  backs,  and  the  little 
parson  (as  Gourlay  calls  him).  Dr.  Strachan,  who  controlled 
the  English  Church.  A  very  strong  letter  was  sent  from 
Niagara  to  Gourlay  from  Thomas  Clarke,  Mr.  Nichol,  and 
Robert  Addison,  Church  of  England  minister,  and  another 
from  Mr.  William  Crooks,  an  influential  man  there,  object- 
ing to  the  political  conduct  of   the  York  oflUcials.     So  I 
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mij^ht  mention  otluTs,  such  as  Absalom  Sha<l»',  of  (Jalt,  anH 
Mahlon  Burwell,  of  St.  Thomas.  Col.  TallxDt,  who  had  a 
largo  township  granted  him  ;  the  Dicksons,  and  oth«'r 
favored  persons,  were  either  (jiiiescent  or  opposed. 

His  lKX>k8  show  the  early  h  ibits  of  the  people — domestic 
an<l  agricultural.  Lands  were  worked  a  good  deal  on 
shares  by  tenants.  Roads  were  bad.  and  mode.s  of  convey- 
ance very  <leticient.  Gourlay  gives  a  fairly  correct  list  of 
all  animals,  birds,  fishes,  trees,  and  native  plants. 


INDI.W   <;KA\TS   of    r..\XI)S    in    1783 
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He  also  siM-aks  f»f  an  innnense  tract  granted  at  first  to 
the  Six  Nati(ms  of  Biantford  Indians,  extending  from  the 
mouth  of  the  (irand  River  to  Nichol — includiniif  it,  ninety 
miles  lon<r — aloni;  the  water  of  that  river,  and  twelve  miles 
wide  (six  on  «;ach  side  of  the  river),  forming  the  most 
beautilul  land  in  America,  including  the  then  districts  of 
Haldimand.  Brantford,  Dumfries,  Waterloo  and  Wellington. 
Large  tracts  were,  however,  early  in  1800  detached  from 
this  grant  by  {)99-year  leases,  for  sums  stipulated  to  be 
paid  to  the  Lidians  as  presents.  I  don't  know  when  this 
lease  system  was  changed. 

The  lands  were  gi'anted  to  the  Indians  as  tenants  in  t«'iil, 
and  their  heirs.  I  am  not  savinjx  how  the  tenure  now  is, 
in  such  counties  as  Waterloo,  Wellington,  and  the  lower 
part  of  the  last  county. 

It  seems  that  Thomas  Clarke,  of  the  firm  of  Clarke  & 
Street,  had  a  whole  township  sold  to  him  very  early  at 
about  eighty  cents  an  acre — in  Nichol.  The  Dixons  were 
also  greatly  favored.  It  must  not  be  supposed,  however, 
that  the  mend)ers  of  the  Compact  were  all  bad  men — had 
no  maidv,  good    characteristics.     The  circumstances  sur- 
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roiunliiin'  them  contrilmtcd  to  thoir  im*Hl)oliavior,  The 
Entrlish  colonial  oHicc  was  to  blame  lor  tlu-st*  abuses. 

I  Hay,  in  tho  last  scnttMicc,  that  Kn«;lan(l  was  to  blame — 
1  mean  her  Colonial  Ollie**,  which  was  often  miserably 
mana<j(Ml.  TheaH'airs  ol"  this  ollice  were  often  in  the  hands 
of  a  corrupt,  <lebauehi'<l  aristocracy,  or  its  un(ka"lin«;s — 
even  in  ls37  ^so  lat*')  was  badly  nuinaired  The  aristoc- 
racy,  as  is  well  known,  blamed  Lord  Durham  for  being  so 
plain  in  his  ex})osure  of  colonial  wroni,^- doings  in  Canada — 
when  he  did  not  tell  lialf  the  truth.  Lord  Melbourne,  who 
had  tlie  mana<^(Mnent  of  imperial  aHairs,  was  a  lazy,  corru))t 
minister.  The  fact  is,  Kn^land  deserved  to  lose  Canada,  on 
account  of  her  ignorance  and  disregard  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  at  that  period — 1N:J7 

I  have  dwelt  on  tlie  doings  of  this  man,  Oourlay,  because 
he  was  the  em})odiment,  as  it  were,  of  colonial  grievances 
from  1<S15  to  1S20,  and  all  ranks  of  society,  except  corruj)t 
otficials,  agreed  witli  his  view^s*  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
land-granting  department  was  one;  of  the  evils,  as  it  is  in 
Manitoba  to-dav,  and  the  dulness  and  disremird  of  the 
Enfiflish  Colonial  OHice. 


THE    PAUCITY   OF   THK   POPULATION   OF   UPPER   CANADA. 

Strange  it  is,  when  we  think  that  the  war  of  1812  was 
carried  on  against  this  little  Province  when  the  population, 
according  to  Gourlay,  was  only  a  little  over  eighty  thou- 
sand. Little  York  had  only  tw^elve  hundred  inhabitants  in 
1810-12.  The  whole  population  of  the  great  then  Home 
District  only  numbered  about  7,700.  The  well-settled 
Niagara  District,  settled  by  U.  E.  Loyalists,  only  num- 
bered about  12,548.  The  next  most  numerously  settled 
locality  of  the  Province,  Kingston,  Bay  of  Quinte,  down  to 
Brock ville  and  Cornwall,  contained  14,853. 

How,  then,  was  the  war  of  1812  carried  on  against  the 
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three  or  four  millions  of  Americans  to  the  south  of  us  ? 
If  it  was  successfully  carried  on  with  the  help  of  a  few 
regiments  of  English  reguhirs,  why  could  we  not  defend 
ourselves  now,  having  over  Hve  millions  of  people,  easy 
access  to  England,  with  railroads  all  over  our  country, 
and  a  trained  volunteer  force  of  over  twcnty-tive  thousan<l  { 
But  the  eyes  of  England  and  its  lazy,  pleasure-seeking, 
debauched  aristocracy,  and  money -grabbing  middle  classes, 
were  only  opened  b\  the  rash  but  bold  rising  of  Mackenzie 
and  his  friends  in  1837. 

ROHEUT   OOUULAY's    STATISTICAL   gUESTIOXS. 

He  had  a  set  of  questions  on  all  the  statistics  of  the 
various  townships  in  Upper  Ca?iada,  in  printed  form,  and 
he  sent  them  to  various  township  officers  and  influential 
men  to  answer,  in  1817,  in  view  of  having  them  printed  in 
a  book,  whicli  I  have,  and  in  pamphlet  form,  to  spread 
hefore  the  agriculturists  of  England  and  Scotland.  I  will 
only  refer  to  a  few,  and  parts  of  them,  but  will  give  one 
entire,  as  my  father  is  stated  to  have  acted  as  chairman  at 
it  in  the  great  township  of  Ancaster,  and  many  of  the  best 
known  men  of  that  day  are  named  as  having  been  there. 
My  father  was  also  the  member  of  the  Legislature  for 
Wentworth,  in  which  the  meeting  was  held.  Then  I  will 
refer  to  a  few  others,  only  briefly. 

"Anca.ster,  2dfh  Noi-enibvi.,  1817. 
"At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  Ancaster, 
convened  by  public  notice,  at  Newton's  Hotel,  in  the  Village  of 
Ancaster,  this  day,  James  Durand,  Esq.,  member  for  the  County  of 
Wentworth,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Mr,  John  Wilson,  of 
Ancaster,  was  chosen  Secretary. 

First. 

R^^olved, — That  ihis   meeting    do    highly  approve    of    the  plan 
proposed  by  Mr.  Robert  Gourlay,  of  publishing  a  statistical  account 
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of  this  Province,  ftnd  most  cunlially  agree  with  him  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  liis  address  to  the  resident  land  owners  of  I'pper  Canada ; 
the  remarks  contained  in  which,  a.}  far  as  they  respect  the  reuources 
of  the  county,  being  to  their  knowledge,  from  actual  experience, 
correct  and  capable  of  realization  by  all  who  posaoas  the  (pialification 
of  industry  and  the  means  for  making  the  experiment. 

Secondly. 

Resolved,  -That  the  inhabitants  of  this  township  would  rejoice  in 
the  opportunity  of  receiving  into  this  Society  a  respectable  emigra- 
tion of  their  fellow-subjects  from  the  Mother  Country,  and  in  further- 
ance of  that  object,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  of  disseminating  an 
accurate  account  of  the  country  and  its  productions,  do  now  proceed 
to  reply  to  the  queries  of  Mr.  Gourlay,  in  the  order  they  are  proposed 
by  him. 

3rd.  No  Episcopal  Church  ;  one  Methodist  meeting-house  ;  one 
resident  Episcopal  minister. 

8th.  Oi:e  carding  machine  ;  charge,  6d  per  lb.  ;  one  fulling  mill. 

9th.  The  soil  a  sandy  !o;vm,  in  part ;  rich  intervals  in  part,  and  some 
clay  loam.  The  face  of  the  township  is  pleasantly  diversified  with  hill 
and  dale,  and  some  plains. 

10th.  Timber — white  oak,  white  pine,  red  and  black  oak,  chestnut, 
beech,  sugar  maple,  black  ash,  elm,  bassv^  >od  or  linden,  hickory, 
butternut,  birch,  iron  wood,  sassafrass,  do;^wuud,  black  walnut,  cherry, 
swamp  oak,  aspen  tree,  soft  maple,  hemlock,  tamarack,  tamarisk  or 
turmerick,  balm  vf  Gilead,  button-wood,  cedar,  willow,  black  and 
white  thorn,  crab-tree  and  wild  plum  ;  also  various  kinds  of  shrubs 
and  vines,  among  which  are  black  and  spotted  alder,  boortree  or  elder, 
sumach,  hazel,  sloe,  blackberry,  dewberry,  gooseberry,  brown  and  red 
raspberry,  wild  currant,  whortleberry,  mountain  berry,  tall  cranberry, 
choke  cherry,  blue  grape,  bitter,  sweet,  strawberry,  etc. 

11th.  Salt  springs — one  chalybeate  spring  ;  strong  indications  of 
iron,  and  some  trifling  indications  of  lead  ;<  but  none  of  these  have 
been  explored. 

12th.  Limestone  and  freestone,  both  of  excellent  quality  and  in 
great  abundance  ;  price,  2|  dollars  per  toise  at  the  quarry. 

16th.     Wages— laborers,   from    £l  10s.  to  £4  10s.  per  month. 

24th.  Sown  on  new  land  |  to  1^,  on  old  land  1  to  1^,   and   reap 
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^    >i7'l..  The  u„.,|  ,„„,„  „,  ,^  ^  '  ;     ■'  •"  ''  'nd-an  c„r„. 

-„  .he.,  „„,,  fc„e„,,  ,,„„  ;,   ■  «  •  J  .h.re„.     The  .»„d,ord 

pr.  auce  tenane.  ,i,„,i„,,  hi,„s„|f  ;  or  llrilord  f       •  I"'"™"  '"'"  ">« 
and  roce,ve>,o„„.thi..d,  the  te,,.,  t  findVn:"  ■"'■  '°'  '"'"'  '"""''. 

28th.  Wi'd  land.  »,  ,u    „  '  "'""'  '"■•""• 

-.  ---f  ^-t;e:vt  ~^"?:'«:;'^^ -m  -.« 

«ore.     Cleared  land.„ell  fro,„  i^  lo    t  f^'  '"  ^''  '"'•   ""J  *3  per 

"  "f  '"  ^^«"  ^  »  «-«  fra^e  ba™  tt"';'';  '"'""'>''"»•  -^  "e  ,J, 
^Jtli.   A-iyl'inds.Hnrl  infect;,],   i      ,     ."  ' 

P'.-i.aaed,itee„,i,t,ofa;!r:rir:"  '"  '""  '<"'"""".    -.    b. 

oauierti^t;'  ritiLrj  :rT";  -"  •'-""'»- «.» .-J 

'""'nahip.     The  /„,.„„  t,t,   ^Jf ''I   ">«  ""prove-nent    rf  .tu 
P'-'ed  by  the  tofer,  and   the  J   ■^'"'"  '""''*  ""»"  ««•»",,  «„1 

'™nd|  together  „,ith  Jst  and  "'''■'*'  "*"  •"•'"re  only  to  tl 

".."a.  n,e,.ha„ts'  atoret  'l.t'V    ''  """"^  "-"inerf    .i,"! 
a hoemakera'  .hops,  uilo,;'  ahom  ,„,  T'  ""  """P'-  i<"ne«'  .hi? 
of  which  And  fu„  employ   aSb,:?"™"'"""™'  '"anohe.  S 
-".theprofleaoftheJrZ'ratua  ■  -""^  are  eo„ti„„a„y  .r;,*;; 

A  reply  to  the  latter  part  of  ^h     .u- 
our  opinion  retards   th«  f  hirty-first  query  as  to  «,k  .  • 

:rth:^  r '»«"--:- ^rret;:^^^^^^^^^^  ---^ 

were  the  aubjeot  done  ju,tiee  to      Bri'»    ?'"'  "'**"ns  admits  of 

"t-necif  Its  progress?    There 
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Are,  however,  other  cuuses,  hikI  thosu  oausoH  out  of  our  power  to 
control,  even  with  titr  uid  of  legislativu  inHuunco.  It  is  nur  gracious 
Sovereign,  ?«nd  thn  Parlianifcot  of  the  United  Kingdom,  ti  at  can 
alone  lay  the  axu  to  the  root  of  these  obntructions  ;  but  without  the 
■lightest  fooling  of  iniiriuur  or  idea  of  right  to  dictate,  we  think  it 
our  duty  to  point  out  the  road  to  thoir  removal. 

A  large  portion  of  tho  Province,  equal  in  every  respect  in  point  of 
quality  to  the  granted  lands,  still  lays  locked  up  in  the  shape  of 
Crown  and  Clergy  Reserves,  in  almost  every  township,  commonly  two 
sevenths  of  tho  township,  and  these  interspersed  as  a  nipnt  mortnnm 
amidnt  the  settlements,  tend  largely  to  check  the  improvement  «>f 
roads,  added  to  the  extensive  tracts  of  land  formerly  granted  to  indi- 
viduals, many  of  whom  reside  across  the  Atlantic,  and  contribute 
nothing  to  the  means  (»f  the  Province.  Besides  these,  there  are 
whole  townships  shut  up  as  reserves  for  schools,  and  beautiful  tracts 
of  first-rate  lands,  of  almost  immeasural)le  extent,  immediately  iti  rear 
of  all  the  settlements,  remain  in  a  desert  state. 

Occasionally  a  township  is  surveyed  off,  and  given  out.  This 
important  gift  and  patronage  is  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Adminis- 
trator for  the  time  being  and  the  Executive  Council  ;  ii  acted  upon 
with  a  slow  motion,  producing  little  manifest  improvement  to  the 
Province — no  visible  invitation  to  men  of  capiuil-  yielding  no  benefit 
to  the  Mother  Country  or  restitution  of  her  great  expenses  here. 
Whereas,  the  reverse  would  be  the  undoubted  result  were  these 
tracts  settled  ;  whilst,  at  present,  they  operate  as  a  dark  and 
shady  cloud,  keeping  off  the  genial  rays  of  the  sun,  and  now  and 
then  affording  only  a  trilling  emolument,  as  fees,  to  a  few  individuals, 
instead  of  the  abundant  harvests  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

To  remedy  these  obstructions  (or  shall  wo  call  them  evils  ?)  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Provinc",  all  thct  is  wanting  is  for  the  Crown  to 
dispose  of  those  lands,  impartially,  to  the  highest  bidder,  that  they 
may  be  immediately  settled  without  waiting  the  tardy  movements  of 
R  land-granting  department.  Then,  indeed,  there  would  be  room  for 
the  redundant  population  of  Great  Britain,  an  ainple  field  for  capital- 
ists, and  the  exercise  of  enterprising  spirits,  and  an  opening  to 
cement  upon  a  large  scale  that  connexion  with  the  Mother  Country, 
which  (to  use  your  own  words)  '  would  cause  the  idea  of  invasion  to 
wither  before  its  strength.'  The  munificent  bounty  of  the  Crown 
might  still  be  employed  in  Canada  in  making  roads,  improving  the 
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imvigtktiun,  hiuI  otlior  |>r(>ject8  tu  whicii   the  gcitgraphicAl  figure  of 
I'uniulu  otters  every  invitation. 

(Signed) 
KiciiAKii  Hatt. 

Wm.     Ft  V  MAI. 

Chkist.   Ai.mos. 
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UVM. 


•  Kli.iah  Skcoiik. 
Matthkw  Ckooks, 

I'KTKK    HooKHOOM. 
CONKAPT    FiLMAN. 


.Iamrk   1)lram>,   Chiiinnnu. 
John   Wii.sos,  Secret'irii. 

JosKI'H    HoiSR. 
.loHN    AlKMAN. 

Daniki,  Showkri*. 
WiLMAM  Clinton. 
Pkteh  Hawtinhkv.mer. 

liOT   TiSUALE. 

Wm.  Tishalk. 

Au«l  sixty-eiglit  others." 


The  i^icntlt'iiicii  jil)()v«3  nanu'd,  and  tliose  t'onninif  the 
.sixty-tMoht,  were  the  principal  tanners  and  t^enth'nnni  of 
leisure  livin<r  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  Richard  Hatt  and 
my  t'athei-  ha  1  taken  active  parts  in  the  war  of  1.S12.  The 
Ryinals  were  the  ohlest  fanners  in  the  country.  Klijah 
Secord  helonc^ed  to  the  large  Secord  family  of  Niao^ara.  was 
afterwards  treasurer  of  Wentworth  and  Halton.  Matthew 
Crooks  was  chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  Criminal 
Court,  and  Mi-.  John  Aikman  owned  a  lar^Tje  farm  near 
Hamilton,  whos»!  son,  many  years  after,  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  :  and  the  Mr.  John  Wilson,  acting  as  sec- 
retary, was  in  182S  or  thereabouts  Speaker  of  the  Upper 
l/anada  Li\gislature,  and  became  Inspector  of  Licenses,  and 
twice  in  the  Legislature  —the  last  time  in  opposition  to  my 
father  in  18.S0 

The  ii'rcat  tracts  of  land  alluded  to  as  Ivino-  un.sold  and 
uncultivated  were  those  in  the  counties  of  Huron,  (ioderich, 
Bruce,  Simcoe,  ]^ufferin,  Kent,  b^ssex,  Perth  :  about  Sarnia 
and  the  oil  lands :  the  Canada  Company's  lands,  sold  to 
them,  for  I  believe  about  twenty  cents  an  acre,  over  which 
Mr.  John  Gait,  Dr.  Dunlop  and  (jthers  acted  as  agents — 
somt^  of  which  even  now  are  unsold.  That  was  the  way  the 
country  was  misgoverned,  and  the  people  given  cause  to 
complain.  The  Clergy  Reserves  were  for  fifty  years  a 
cause  of  political  (juarrellings,  until  18.56. 
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('II  A  ITER     IV. 

Methodism  in  Uppor  C.iuii'iii,  hs  it  was  and  is  —The  Church  of  Eng- 
land—(ihidstono'n  vrrors  -My  tirst  visit  ah  r  Mtudent  to  York, 
January,  1831 -Tho  people- LawyoM,  studunts  -  BInke,  and 
others  I  saw  -A  mild  .January  in  old  muddy  York — Oxen  stuck 
in  the  mud — Many  members  of  the  old  Leaiislaturo  all  now  gone 
— My  name  put  on  the  bo  )k —Spent  two  weeks  there- Some 
account  of  the  old  stage  lines,  and  the  travelled  roads  -Some 
remarks  about  Mr.  Hidwell. 


There  is  no  body  of  Christians  in  Upper  Canada  that 
CAn  compare  witli  the  Methodists  in  general  influence,  not 
excepting  the  Churcli  of  England,  or  the  Presbyterians. 
In  the  old  times  of  this  province  it  was  markedly  so.  In 
all  the  meetings  of  townships  held  from  Essex,  London, 
Norfolk,  Ancaster,  Niagara,  Halton  and  below  York,  in 
IS  17  to  1S19,  by  Robert  Gourlay,  to  obtain  statistics  of 
agricultural,  religious  and  social  facts,  it  was  remarked  I 
have  observed  from  reading  them,  that  the  ])revalent  church 
influences  and  benefits  sprang  fj'om  the  Methodist  people 
and  their  itinerant  preachers.  If  any  church  was  noticed 
as  existing  it  was  usually  theirs.  Their  preachers  travelled 
in  the  farthest  back  settlements,  in  the  wildest  places,  under 
the  most  severe  privations  as  to  food,  shelter  and  home 
comforts,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  preaching  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  to  the  settlers.  Where  no  one  else  would  go  they 
went,  lived  as  the  settlers  did,  travelled  through  swamps 
at  the  risk  of  their  lives  often,  to  sing  the  good  old  Meth- 
odist hymns,  and  pray  for  the  poor  backwoodsman  and  his 
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family  ;  ami  saiiji;  in  tlio  ol<l  wootls  and  lunnblr  homes  of  the 
biu;kwoo<ls  cott(irs,   V/atts"    lovely   hynni    Ix-nutirul    in    itH 
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There  is  a  land  of  pure  delight, 

Where  saiiitn  iniinortHl  reign; 
Intuiite  day  uxcliidcHthu  night, 

And  pleiiHurc!!  baniith  pain. 

There  everlasting  npring  abides, 

And  never-with'ring  flowers  ; 
Death,  like  a  n.irrow  sea,  divides 

Thin  heavenly  land  from  ours. 

The  la-st  verso — 

Could  we  but  climb  where  Monos  stood, 

And  view  the  landscape  o'er, 
Not  Jordan's  stream,  nor  death's  cold  flood. 

Would  fright  us  from  the  shore. 

Or  Wesley's  great  hymn — 

Oh,  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing  * 

My  great  Redeemer's  praise, 
The  glories  of  my  God  and  King, 

The  triuuiph.s  of  His  grace  ! 

Or  just  one  more,  Robinson's  hymn — 

Come,  thou  Fount  of  every  blessing, 

Tune  my  heart  to  sing  thy  grace, 
Streams  of  mercy,  never  ceasing. 

Call  for  songs  of  loudest  praise. 

The  toil-worn  woodsman  would  again  renew  his  work  on 
the  Monday  witii  energy  and  gladness,  trusting  in  his 
Maker,  until  the  faithful  preacher  came  in  due  time  on  his 
far-back  circuit,  to  pray  along  with  the  family  in  his 
annual  work. 

The  preacher  would  thus  go  from  home  to  home — homes 
perhaps  five  or  even  ten  miles  apart,  braving  the  cold,  the 
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HtoniiM,  tilt!  Iifiit  uikI  )iuii;;('v  of  liis  jouriioyH.  No  one  wan 
more  welconu'  tliiiii  tin*  Suiwlay  prmurlicr,  no  on»'  brought 
niuru  gladsonn*  innvs.  Wf  liji\t'  a  lionic  lien?  which  Ih  only 
bri^fht,  in  as  I'ar  an  wo  inak«'  it  so  hy  tru.stin;;  in  and  wor- 
Hhippinj^'  (lod,  lookin;^  lor  an  i'V«'rla.stin;j  one  in  a  odestial 
Umd.  For  HJ'vri'a!  j^enenition.s,  or  I'roin  17<S.S  to  IHM5,  tliese 
piviichers,  or  |m  rhaps  local  preacherH,  with  Ma<ldle-ha^s 
thrown  over  the  liorHe's  back,  Miade  to  carry  tlu-ir  food, 
their  Bibles  or  i'eli;^iou.s  instructions,  traveUed  all  the  baek- 
wooils  of  old  Canada.  Tlie  people  looked  upon  them  to 
ttdl  what  was  doin<^  in  tlie  wi(Ui  world,  as  well  as  to  give 
them  relii^ious  consolation. 

It  was  not  until  later  in  this  province,  that  the  Presby- 
terians took  up  tlie  work  of  evan<;elization — about  the  year 
1828.  There  was  then  one  cliurch  of  tliis  denomination  in 
York,  of  tlie  old  Kirk  of  Scothind,  and  another  of  the 
secession  chuich  in  which  Mr.  Jesse  Ketchum  and  his  son- 
in-law,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harris,  worshipped. 

There  was  also  a  church  in  Hamilton  in  which  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Gale  preached,  and  anotlier  in  Dundas  in  which  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stark  preached,  about  tlui  year  1881-2.  But  the 
Methodists  had  churches  in  many  places  wheie  no  other 
church  existed.  The  old  Rock  Chapel  near  Waterdown, 
and  the  old  wooden  church,  on  the  corner  of  Wellington 
and  King  Streets,  Hamilton,  were  in  existence  perhaps 
from  1810. 

The  Methodists  were  in  ol<l  times  more  simple  than  in 
more  modern  days  in  their  mode  of  worshij).  The  men  and 
women  sat  apart,  on  separate  sides  in  the  cliurch  ;  the 
cliildren  were  left  at  home.  In  the  old  Wellington  Street 
church  many  a  time  have  I  seen  this  <lone ;  it  was  tlie 
custom. 

The  women  in  connection  with  the  church  wore  plain 
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lK)mi»'ts  witlumt  tlow^TH.  no  j<«\v«'li'y  or  \vjit<'li«'.s,  no  cuiU 
amuiul  tlu'ir  I'aees.  TIh'V  situumI  to  n'nioiiilu'i'  w  Iwit  St. 
Fi'tor  ami  St.  l*aul  siiiil  alwuit  thi.s.  Onv  (  liristiaii  IjuUch 
j;cii»'rally  <lon  t  likr  this  close  iloctiinr  Tlu-y  think  tlicy 
havf  tilt'  rij^Iit  to  tirrs.s  as  tlu'V  |>l«'as«',  yri  Ix-  Clii'istianK. 
If  as  atlniit'"<l  in  all  our  (Miristinn  cliurclu's  that  tht'sr  twi» 
men  were  tin'  principal  leatit-is  (»l"  the  |iriinitivc  church,  the 
one  to  whom  ( 'hri.st  spokf  at'ttM-  His  i«'surn'ction,  makinj^ 
him  as  it  uen-  custoflinn  of  his  chuicli.  wlu'n  He  .spoke 
tlin'f  timt's  to  him  askin<4  him  it'  he,  l\'ter,  loved  iiim  - 
"  Simon,  son  i>t*  Barjonas,  lovest  thou  Me.'  ami  St.  I^iul,  the 
appointeil  preacln'i*  to  the  ( {entiles  it'  such  men  tliW  not 
speak  till'  will  of  Ciod,  who  <liil  av  couM  ' 

These  <^reat  men  thou<:;ht  these  worMly  \  anities,  such  as 
watclies,  rin«(H  on  the  tin;i;ei's,  ornaments  in  ihi-  rars,  showy 
hroaches  on  the  breast,  curls  ahout  the  lace,  hetokeiied 
vanity  in  the  mind.  Women  weai-  them  to  please  men,  for 
show — that  is  what  thev  thought.  Doin^'  so  mav  not  be 
deadly  sins,  but  ^oinjjj  to  e.Kcess  in  them  indicates  what  the 
mind  inwardly  is.  1  express  no  decided  opinion —only  say 
what  strict  Christian  doctrines  are. 


SHOWING   .lEWKLKY    AS    VOC    K.VTEK   THK    rMlRCH. 

1  n;collect  aeein*^  a  Metluxlist  lady  once  enter  the  old 
Toronto  Methodist  church,  which  stood  so  lon<jj  where  tiu* 
otHces  of  tiie  lawyers  an<l  Mr.  Whitney's  otiice  are — corner 
of  Adelaide  and  Toronto  Streets — some  thirty  years  ago. 
She  had  a  fine  gold  vvatcii  put  upon  tiie  outside  of  her  silk 
di'ias,  on  the  breast,  where  it  shone  briglttly — walked  in 
and  sat  down  after  church  was  in.  It  never  left  my  mind. 
My  thought  was,  "  Is  this  not  unnecessary  pride  '  "  This 
is  only  one  instance  of  Mie  habit. 
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DIFFERENT    DIVISIONS   OF    METHODISTS. 

In  lo26  to  1830,  in  Hamilton,  and  generally  in  Upper 
^Canada,  tluTc  were  four  divisions — the  Episcopal  Meth- 
.  ^jilists,  in  connection  with  the  American  body;  the  Ryan- 
ites,  as  tliey  were  called,  or  Canadian  Wesleyans  of  that 
day :  the  New  Connexion  body,  who  had  a  church  on  Main, 
near  Walnut  Street ;  and  the  old  Primitives — the  extrem- 
ists, or  some  called  them  English  ranters — somewhat  simi- 
lar to  the  present  Salvation  Army  people.  The  first 
■worshipped  in  the  Wellington  Street  church,  the  last  had  a 
small  church  on  John  Street. 

The  first  was  the  all-powerful  division  until  Egerton 
Ryerson  brought  out  the  English  Tory  Wesleyans,  and 
created  a  confusion  in  the  country  iti  the  great  Methodist 
Church.  Upon  this  event  the  Ryanites  joined  Ryerson. 
The  Rev.  James  Richardson  remained  with  the  original 
Episcopal  Methodist  Church  until  the  general  union  The 
Rev.  Messrs  Ryan  and  Pringle  were  unusually  large  men. 

THE    DISORACEFUL   CONDUCT   OF   THE   COMPACT    AS   TO 

MAUHIAGE   LAWS. 

Until  the  year  ISvJO  the  ministers  of  these  large  useful 
bodies  of  Methodists,  Baptists,  Congregational ists,  and  other 
Christian  sects  could  not  celebrate  marriaiies  amontr  their 
people.  The  Family  Compact  refused  to  allow  them  to  do 
so — that  is,  obstructed  a  change  of  the  laws.  The  Church 
of  England,  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  Roman  Catholic 
Churches  only  could  do  so.  This  law  was  altered  in  1880. 
Now  (such  is  the  progress  of  common-sense),  any  religious 
body,  even  Quakers  and  the  Salvation  Army  people,  can 
do  so. 
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THK    "CHRISTIAN    GUARDIAN"    NEWSPAPER 

had  its  existence  in  1829  at  Toronto,  then  York,  and  Rev. 
Egerton  Ryerson  was  an  autliorized  agent  in  collecting 
money  to  establish  it.  Here  is  a  document  of  importance 
to  sh  j\v  this  starting  point : 


"  This  may  certify  that  the  bearer,  Rev.  Eyertov 
Ryerson,  is  appointed  Agent  for  procuring  a  Print- 
ing Establishment  for  the  Canada  Conference,  and 
he  is  hereby  commended  to  the  Christian  confidence 
of  all  on  whom  he  may  have  occasion  to  call  for 
advice  and  assistance  for  the  above  puiyose. 

"  WILLIAM  CASE, 

"  Superintendent. 
''Ancaster,  U.  Canada,  Sept.  4,  1829. 

''JAS.  RICHARDSON, 

*'  Secretary.' 


No  paper  in  Canada  has  done  more  to  uphold  Christi- 
anity, to  enlighten  the  minds  of  Christian  people,  than 
it,  or  been  as  a  rule  more  ably  conducted,  especially  under 
the  late  editorship  of  Dr.  Dewart,  a  man  of  most  enlarged 
and  liberal  mind,  a  scholar  and  a  poet.  Only  the  eternal 
memories  of  heaven  can  tell  the  good  it  has  done,  circu- 
lating as  it  has  for  over  sixty-seven  years  in  the  old  and 
new  settlements  of  Upper  Canada.  The  editorial  political 
conduct  under  Rev.  Ephraim  Evans,  in  183G,  '37,  '38,  or  of 
the  Rev.  Eorerton  Rverson,  in  183-t, '35,  I  do  not  commend. 
His  editorial  conduct  was  contrary  to  the  original  action  of 
the  paper  by  Ryerson,  and  carried  out  apparently  the 
then   new   luiion  of   the  English  and    Canadian  Ryorson 
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Wesleyaius.     In  recent  years  and  now  tlic  paper  pursue?  a 
neutral  political  course,  not  partizan. 

Tlie  movement  ol*  the  Methodists  to  attiliate  their 
(Cobourg)  University  with  the  University  of  the  Province 
at  Toronto,  was  a  wise  one.  All  wish  this  <4Teat  body  oi* 
Christians  and  their  University  success  in  Toronto, 

rnK  (  iian(;e  i\  the  strictness  of  ch iustiax 

DISCIPLINE. 

Many  think  that  tlie  Methodists  have  ndaxed  their 
strictness  as  to  what  is  called  weekly  private  prayer- 
meetings — love-feasts,  as  some  call  them.  1  am  not  pre- 
pared to  speak  on  this  (jucstion,  or,  indeed,  express  a  full 
opinion.  I  did  hear  some  ten  years  ago  or  more  that  the 
late  Dr.  Ryerson  was  opposed  to  the  strictness,  holding 
that  a  member  should  not  be  disciplined  for  not  punctually 
attending  them.  I  ))elieve  such  meetings  are  profitable, 
useful,  and  approved  of  by  God's  Spirit.  The  Presbyterian 
body  of  Christians,  now  so  strong  and  large,  have  not  such 
meetings,  and  take  a  more  liberal  (as  it  is  called)  view 
of  Christian  duties,  as  does  also  the  Church  of  England. 

Religion  is  with  some  an  expansive^  thing.  It  is  so  with 
the  Church  of  England.  They  have  their  ritual  and  anti- 
ritual  churches ;  they  have  what  is  called  High  and  Low 
churches,  the  former  leading  to  Rom-mism  in  my  opinion. 

The  Church  of  England  has  greatly  altered  in  Can- 
ada and  England  w^ithin  seventy  years.  No  one  can  deny 
the  good  it  has  done  and  is  doing,  nor  its  enlightened  and 
educated  men  as  ministers  who,  under  Providence,  have  the 
control  of  it,  nor  should  fail  to  wish  it  well  My  family, 
(my  father's),  and  my  ancestors  were  attached  to  this 
Church,  and  I  reverence  and  love  it,  apart  from  its 
recent  ritualistic  tendencies.     Its  manner  of  worship  cer- 
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tainly  could  be  shortened  anfl  simplifie<l.  Tlie  Gospel  is 
really  so  simple  a  thing,  made  to  suit  the  comprehension 
of  the  most  humble  or  learned  mind  It  was  never 
intended  by  our  f(reat  Saviour  to  be  beset  with  tangles  or 
too  much  form.  Long  prayers,  a  repetition  £>f  prayers, 
wearying  the  attendants  in  tho  churches,  come  within  the 
condemnation  of  Christ  himself,  who  was  opposed  to  long 
prayers  or  unnecessary  forms.  Our  precious  religion  of 
Christ  is  one  of  great  simplicity,  a  matter  of  substance — 
direct  address  to  G(kI,  as  if  to  an  earthU'  father.  A  Father ! 
What  is  implied  in  that  name  ?  How  are  we  to  approach 
a  father  ^  In  foi'ms  and  stiff  set  terms  !*  No  ;  as  a  dear, 
loving  Friend,  our  Creator  and  Originator.  Jesus  so  terms 
Him  in  the  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son.  Away,  away 
with  such  forms  and  distant  appeals  !  Come  to  a  father's 
heart,  a  mother's  heart.     Get  close  to  Him  and  live. 


MR.    (}L.\DSTONES    APPROACH   TO  THE   POPE. 

What  has  astonished  me  lately,  and  ever}'-  friend  of  this 
generally  great  and  good  man  (although,  inconsistent  one), 
is  to  see  him  approach  the  Pope,  who  is  evidently  assuming 
a  power  inconsistent  with  the  Gospel,  as  if  he  (Gladstone) 
were  a  suppliant,  to  acknowledge  the  Church  of  England 
as  within  the  pale  of  salvation  and  justified  in  its  present 
position !  Nothing  is  more  contrary  to  the  Pope  and 
Romanism  than  the  Church  of  England  in  its  abstract, 
true  religious  position.  Like  Luther,  it  is  absolutely 
different,  or  should  be  ;  but  the  Ritualists  and  Gladstone, 
are  Romanish.  It  abominates,  as  does  the  great  Book  of 
Revelation  of  St.  John,  the  W^hore  of  Babylon,  who  has 
taken  upon  itself  to  dethrone  God,  to  be  God  on  earth. 


If 


1 

•   ! 

i! 

i'! 
il\ 
"i 

,'i 

'i 

118 


HKMINISCKNCKS    OF   CHARLES    DUUANI), 


MY    HA  HITS    AS    TO  THE    USE    OF    TOBACCO    AND    Sl'IRriUoL'S 

LIQUORS,    ETC. 

1  will  now  say  sometlilng  about  my  liahlts  in  regard  to 
temperance  and  total  abstinence,  the  use  of  tobacco,  and 
what  I  did  in  18li3  and  lcS34. 

In  my  youth  the  use  of  s[)irituous  liquors  was  almost 
universal.  Up  tu  1880  almost  everyone  used  them  in 
Canada,  and  workingmen  always  considered  they  were 
entitled  to  them.  In  my  family  we  were  very  temperate, 
but  my  father  had  whiskey,  brandy,  and  wine  generally  in 
the  house,  but  was  moderate  in  their  use.  All  my  life  to 
that  date  I  noticed  that  there  were  many  persons  too  much 
addicted  to  them.  We  never  heard  of  total  abstinence 
societies  at  all,  but  had  some  temperance  societies  in  1880 
which  allowed  the  moderate  use  of  spirituous  licjuors.  I 
went  to  Oakville  in  1883,  on  a  tour  for  piomoting  tem- 
perance, with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marsh,  of  the  American  Pres- 
byterian Church.  I  was  always,  as  I  am  now,  favor- 
able to  temperance,  and  have  been,  generally,  a  total 
abstainer.  In  1851  to  1854  I  owned  and  published  the 
Son  of  Temperance,  a  literary,  but  chiefly  a  temperance, 
paper.  No  good  arises  from  the  use  of  tobacco  or  spiritu- 
ous liquors  in  any  form,  unless  the  latter  be  for  medicinal 
purposes. 

Once  as  a  young  man  (away  back  in  1830,  perhaps 
earlier,)  I  thought  I  would  become  a  cigar  smoker.  It 
made  me  sick  at  first,  as  it  always  does,  and  I  went  to  bed 
for  a  day.  I  persisted  in  it,  however,  until  I  found  it 
injured  me,  caused  excessive  spitting,  etc.,  hence  I  at  once 
broke  it  off.  Some  people  think  it  renders  them  more 
social  and  helps  them  to  think,  as  some  orators  think 
brandy  or  wine  increases  their  eloquence;  but  it  is  all 
imaginary.     Why  should  it  /     It  may  give  a  temporary 
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stimulua,  which  becomes  a  stupor  afterwanls.  Did  such 
smokers  and  drinkers  t?ver  ask  themselves  liow  it  is  that 
dinnb  beasts — the  lion,  the  tiger,  or  deer,  and  birds,  the 
(Kstrich  and  eagle,  or  the  njocking-bird  and  thrush  —  can 
endure  great  fatigue,  exhibit  great  strength,  and  sing 
•  beautifully  on  mere  cold  water  :*  Howls  it  that  tin-  Hsli 
can  exist  in  water,  or  the  Howers  l(>ok  so  lovely  in  the 
dews  of  heaven  ?  Never,  my  young  frieixls,  girls  or  boys, 
use  either  of  these  poisons.  The  writer  has  lived  in  a 
healthy,  happy  state  to  the  age  of  over  eighty-five  without 
them.  Use  the  money  you  wouM  spend  im  them  to  buy 
good  books  or  to  help  your  parents,  or  needful  religious 
mission  work. 

I  once  travelled  in  a  coach  with  two  young  men  who 
were  smoking  a  great  deal.  I  asked  them  to  tell  me  what 
the  cigar-smoking  habit  cost  each  of  them.  I'hey  replied 
about  thirty  dollars  a  year.  Now,  said  I,  why  not  use 
that  money  in  some  useful  way  /  Tobacco  use<]  in  any 
form  is  poison,  and  very  often  leads  to  disease  and  death. 
Drinking  habits  will  naturally  arise  from  it,  and  the  use  of 
spirituous  liquors  results  in  weak  stomachs,  weak  brains — 
crime,  laziness,  ruin — often  have  I  tried  to  persuade  young 
men  to  lay  by  what  these  poisons  would  cost  in  savings 
banks. 

THEATKE.S    AND    GAMBLIXG. 

The  drinking  habit  is  bad,  the  use  of  tobacco  worse, 
visiting  theatres  is  not  so  bad,  but  leads  to  waste  of  time, 
frivolous  thoughts,  and  too  often  to  immorality.  I  have 
visited  theatres  in  my  life,  although  not  very  often,  and  I 
never  received  any  real  benefit,  but  have  always  seen  the 
evil  of  them.  We  suppose  we  are  to  live  again  in  a  future 
state,  then  let  us  only  do  what  will  make  us  happy  here 
and  in  another  world. 
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(ijiinl)lin^  is  ct)imecte<l  witli  the  um«*  of  licjuor,  tobacco 
and  theutre-^oiiij(.  I  have  never  |!.'jinil)Ied,  and  seldom 
visited  theatres  in  my  lon^  life — for  the  last  thirty-seven 
years  I  have  never  visited  them  at  all,  with,  I  believe,  one 
exception,  and  that  was  for  a  benevolent  object.  In  many 
cases  what  is  seen  at  the  theatre  is  secretly  immoral,  and  at- 
times  openly  so.  The  actors,  male  and  female,  are  not 
religious  persons,  and  are  often  immoral.  How  can  any 
real  jjood  result  from  it  (*  I  do  not  mean  to  h&v  that  those 
who  visit  theatres  are  immoral,  but  the  tendency  of  their 
minds  is  not  serious. 

HORSE-R.\CING,     hOA  r-KACINf;,    DANCMNG    IN    PUBLir. 

I  have  never  gone  to  horse-races  since  I  was  a  boy  of 
fifteen,  but  did  at  times  prior  to  1830,  If  such  assemblies 
are  accompanied,  as  is  often  the  case,  by  gambling  and 
gamblers,  they  should  be  avoided.  And  public,  indiscrim- 
inate dancing  assemblies  are  to  be  avoided.  The  modern 
waltz  as  indulged  is  immoral,  as  seen  in  large  assemblies. 
Some  French  dances  are  worse.  Mere  small  house  parties 
of  friends  are  not  so.  These  things  look  nice,  but  lead  to 
ruin  in  large  assemblies  often. 

My  youth's  biography  (I  mean  before  I  entered  my  full 
manhood)  is  nearly  ended,  and  I  must  close  by  saying,  that 
life  is  a  poor  thing,  a  fraud  on  us,  a  delusion,  a  snare,  if 
death  is  our  end  here.  I  do  not  believe  a  just  Ood  has 
ordered  it  so,  nor  do  I  believe  Jesus  Christ  was  a  liar  when 
He  said  ive  shall  live  again  ! !  We  know  not  what  it  will 
be — the  spirit  world  is  obscure — but  God  lives ;  and  the 
universe  cannot  exist  without  a  God,  so  we  who  love  God 
and  desire  to  live  again,  shall  finally  see  the  bright  world  of 
spirits.  And,  I  trust,  shall  see  those  dear  friends  who 
have  gone  before  us — see  them  and  know  them.  The  great 
universe  can  hold  all  its  rational  spirits,  and  God  is  there. 
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My  life  up  to  this  date,  in  its  older  and  more  important 
years  and  phases,  i'rom  tlie  close  of  the  year  1834  to  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1871,  will  include  an  account  of 
the  trouhlous  times  of  1  (S.*i5-.S()-37-38,  of  my  imprisonment 
for  the  advocacy  ol'  r<'form  In  Canada,  and  ol"  my  sojourn 
and  experiences  in  the  United  States,  whither  1  was  ban- 
ished for  six  years  by  tin;  Family  Compact,  concluding- 
with  the  account  of  my  return  to  Canada,  my  experiences 
here  and  elsewhere  as  a  lawyer  for  over  sixty  years.  To 
continue  this  account  ta  the  ])resent  time  (1897)  would 
make  tliis  volume  too  long,  and  I  have  not  had  room  to 
to  say  all  I  wished,  even  for  the  time,  sixty  years,  men- 
tioned ;  so  the  narrative  will  extend  l)evond  the  Confedera- 
tion  period  a  little. 

The  close  of  the  nineteenth  century  has  been  a  most 
active  and  stirring  one,  full  of  the  most  important  events 
and  inventions. 


MV    FIRST    .lOURNEY    TO    YORK     KRoM    HAMILTON     BY    STAGE 

AS    A    STUDENT    IN    1831 — ITS    INCIDENTS 

AND    PASSENGERS. 

In  the  old  days  of  Canada,  in  Upper  and  Lower,  and 
throughout  the  American  States,  all  journeys  were  made  by 
stages,  and  this  journey  of  mine  was  so  made  in  the  winter 
— January,  1831 — ^in  order  to  have  my  name  put  on  the 
books  of  the  Law  Society,  at  Osgoode  Hall,  in  view  of  my 
being  admitted  as  an  attorney  in  1835.  It  was  quite  an 
adventure,  and  my  sojourn  in  the  then  called  muddy  town 
of  York  was  to  be  for  two  weeks.  Botsford's  Hotel  was 
the  headquarters  of  the  stage  line,  and  situated  where  the 
Bank  of  Toronto  stands.  Hamilton  was  just  beginning  to 
look  up  a  little  in  its  progress,  Ancaster  and  Dundas 
iiaving  theretofore  been  the  principal  places  of  mercantile 
business  since  the  war  of  1812 — especially  Ancaster.   There 
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was  Imt  OIK!  {^oo<l  hotel  in  Hamilton,  kept  by  Mr.  (ieorgo 
Caruy,  or,  as  sonx!  called  him,  "  Paddy  Carey,"  an  eccentric 
Englishman,  not  an  Irishman,  as  the  nanie  would  indicate. 
This  was  the  general  stage  house,  too,  where  all  the  stage 
lines  concentrated  and  from  which  they  started  westward 
and  eastward.  It  was  also  in  that  year  my  boarding 
place. 

In  1830  I  was  part  of  the  time  at  home  lielping  to 
rebuild  the  house  to  replace  the  burnt  one  spoken  of;  but 
it  was  my  duty  also  to  be  in  Hamilton  at  the  oiiice  of  Mr. 
Berrie  when  wanted,  and  I  was  occasionally  there. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  volume  it  will  be  remembered 
that  my  sisters  Maria  and  Harriet,  and  brother  James 
and  fatheiv  after  a  six-weeks'  voyage  across  the  ocean  had 
to  come  across  the  country  from  Boston  to  Hamilton,  to 
their  future  home,  and  a  very  long  and  tedious  journey 
they  had  across  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New  York 
in  stages,  occupying  over  a  week.  The  same  journey  can 
be  made  on  the  railway  now  in  about  one  day. 

THE   OWNERS   OF   THE   STAGE   LINES    IN     1831. 

As  far  as  my  memory  will  serve  now,  the  persons  who 
owned  stages  and  ran  the  lines  at  that  day  were  Mr.  Cook, 
of  Cooksville,  Township  of  Toronto,  between  Hamilton  and 
York,  as  it  was  called ;  Mr.  Charles  Thompson,  from  York 
north  to  Holland  Landing ;  Mr.  Stevenson,  Hamilton  to  St. 
Catharines,  and  Mr.  Weller,  York  to  Kingston,  eastward. 
The  route  from  Hamilton  to  London,  and  westward,  had  a 
stage  line  the  owner  of  which  I  don't  remember. 

The  travelling  on  these  lines  was  sometimes  very  crowded, 
always  amusing,  and  often  inconvenient  when  females  were 
in  the  coaches,  owing  to  the  crowding  and  intermingling 
of,  shall  I  say,  legs  or  limbs,  as  the  term,  for  modesty's  sake, 
should  be  called.     The  stage  had  stopping  places  where  the 
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usual  rei'resliinents  could  be  had.     It  took  one  full  duv  to 
go  I'roiii  Hauiilton  to  York  on  the  <;overnnieiit  road. 

WELL,  WE  WILL    NOW  START   OFF,   SAY.  AT   SEVEN   o'CLOCK. 

"  All  aboard  for  York,  passmigers."  Toot,  toot,  tool, 
toot!  Crack  the  whip — oft'  wo  ;^o.  "  Who  is  aboard  !*  "  A 
full  cartj^o,  at  least,  and  at  this  all  males  but  one  woman. 
Who  were  they  i  Myself  and,  I  tliink,  Captain  Matthews,  of 
Oxford,  member  of  the  Legislature  :  Mr.  Randall,  member, 
Welland ;  David  Thorburn,  moinber,  Queenston,  others  I 
can't  remember.  The  young  woman  was  a  transient  travel- 
ler. We  had  a  jolly  crowd  all  the  way,  and  arrived  at 
Botsford's  Hotel  at  dark.  You  see  it  was  winter  and  mild 
— in  the  morning  it  was  still  mild.  It  was  unusual  to  be 
mild  at  that  time  in  January,  and  it  was  my  first  visit  to 
York  after  my  infant  visit  mentioned  in  1815. 

I  called  in  the  morning  after  the  arrival  to  see  some 
students  at  the  office  of  the  celebrated  Simon  Washburn, 
then  the  leading  lawyer  of  York,  and  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County.  Whom  do  you  suppose  I  saw  there  ?  Three 
I  remember :  William  Hume  Blake  (the  father  of  our  two 
well-known  lawyers,  Samuel  and  Edward  Blake),  studying 
law  in  Mr.  Washburn's  office ;  with  him  Joseph  Curran 
Morrison,  afterwards  one  of  our  judges;  and  George  Dug- 
gan,  afterwards  Judge  of  the  County  Courts  of  York  and 
Recorder  of  this  city — both  the  latter  also  studying  law, 
I  was  introduced  to  them  formally. 

Mr.  Duggan  was,  in  1835,  my  law  agent  in  Toronto,  and 
many  a  law  contest  have  I  had  with  him  and  Mr.  Morri- 
son in  the  courts  since  I  came  to  Toronto  in  1844.  Several 
times  I  have  had  law  contests  with  Mr.  Blake,  the  elder — 
once  with  him  and  the  late  John  Henry  Boulton,  ex-judge, 
when  Robert  Burns,  ex-judge,  assisted  me. 

I  walked  a  good  deal  about  York  to  see  the  sights,  and 


124 


HEMIN(SCENCES  OF   CHARLES   DURAND. 


' 


it  would  OHtoiiish  uiiyoiio  to  compare  it  then  witli  our 
beautiful  city  of  palnco  Htoros.  I  pas.sod  up  to  Yoiij/o 
Street  and  by  the  Bostwick  estate,  in  which  I  uni  intcr- 
ested.  Saw  the  cottage  of  the  late  Lardner  Hostwick,  a 
handsonu!,  little  white  frame  houHc  with  green  shutters, 
pick«'t  f<'nce  in  front,  stajidintj  near  the  street  filjout  where 
Mr.  Potter's  store  is;  and  above  it,  westward,  woixUmi  tw«»- 
Htory  shops  covered  the  ;^round  to  the  corner  of  Yong(?  and 
Kin*;,  whei'e  now  stand  the  great  palace  stores  of  \V.  A. 
Murray  cV  Co.,  Potter's,  Xordlieinicr  &  Co.'s  great  music 
store,  which  cost  ^100,000,  Mr.  William  Stitt's  beautiful 
silk  and  glove  store,  the  Hon  Marche  great  stoi-e,  Ellis' 
splendid  j<'welry  store,  and  the  otlices  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  many  of  whicii  cost  over  $50,000  each. 
What  a  wonderful  metamorphose  of  things  is  seen  here  ! 
All  the  houses  on  this  great  property  in  ]Kli  would  not 
have  cost  probably  $:)0,000:  now  $1,000,000  would  not 
cover  the  cost,  nor  many  millions  the  price  of  the  goods 
within.  The  land  on  which  thev  stand — about  one  acre 
and  a  (juarter — cost,  in  I.S08  or  thereal touts,  $400,  bought 
by  Mr.  Bostwick  of  one  Mr.  Asbridge,  who  lived  in 
iScarboro",  and  now  is  worth  a  million  and  a  half  dollars 
apart  from  the  buildings.  The  persons  who  lived  there  in 
some  of  these  houses  were  Thomas  Thompson,  father  of 
the  Mammoth  House  Thompsons;  Mr.  Dixon,  the  great 
saddler  and  harness  maker  of  1830-7  in  Toronto ;  Mr. 
Beard,  father  of  all  the  Beards  so  well  known  of  old  in 
Toronto,  the  mayor  and  deputy  shei'itt':  and  Ross,  the 
merchant,  at  the  corner,  "^riiis  is  as  near  as  1  can  remem- 
ber. David  Patterson  had  a  brick  store  on  the  opposite 
side  of  King  Street,  and  J.  A.  Smith,  a  dry-goods  store. 
However,  I  cannot  enumerate  all :  we'll  {)ass  on  to  Osgoode 
Hall,  which  consisted  of  only  one  stone  building,  the  old 
east  wing,  where  I  went  to  enter  my  name  and  file  papers. 


OF   TOHONTO,    HAUUIHTEH. 


1 25 


,li    our 
Yoii^e 
inter- 
vick,  a 
Hitters, 
where 
Ml  tw»>- 
lifc  an«l 
W.  A. 
i  niuaic 
•aiitiful 
i,  Ellis' 
madian 
lO  each, 
n  liere ! 
uld  not 
ild   not 
goods 
me  acre 
bought 
Ived    in 
dollars 
jhere  in 
Ither  of 
great 
;    Mr. 
old  in 
|)ss,  the 
['enn'ni- 
)posite 
store, 
[sgoode 
Ihe  old 
)apers. 


KiiiLC  Street,  near  C'liui'ch,  was  all  vacant  land  on  tiie  noiili 
side,  and  the  eourt-iiousp  stood  when;  the  brick  stores  of 
Stark  stand  (ojjposite  the  St.  .bimos  Cathedral),  but  it 
was  burnt  down  .il'tj-rwnrds.  ()n«'  Kirk  of  Scotland 
fliurch  stood  on  tlu'  corner  of  now  Adelaide  and  Churcli 
St  I'eets.  York  was  n  small  town,  mad(!  a  cit\' afti'rwards 
in  lM!i4'.  Well,  my  lawyer  friends  will  like  to  know  who 
w«'re  the  then  lawyers  of  Toronto:  they  were  Mr.  Wash- 
burn, Mr.  Kinn"  (whos"  brother  was  Dr.  King),  Thomas 
Tnylor  (son  of  J  udgo  Taylor,  of  llimilton),  Henry  Sher- 
wood, M)'.  Spragu*' (afterwards  Chancellor),  Mr.  J.  Iv  Small, 
Mr.  (ieorge  liidout  (also  Judge  at  Xiagara  a  I  the  time),  C 
A.  Hagerman,  Robert  H.  Sullivan,  Hobert  Baldwin,  his 
lather  William  W.  Baldwin,  (J.  (land)le,  W.  H.  Draper: 
Dr.  Kolph  was  in  Dundas;  Mr.  Bidwell,  I  think,  was  there: 
J.  B.  Macaulay,  perhaps,  and  others  I  can't  remendjer.  The 
doctors:  old  Dr.  Widmer,  Drs.  Morrison,  Tims.  Burnside, 
etc. 

Tfie  churches  in  York  were  few  at  this  time.  Theiv  was 
Dr.  John  Strachan's  (St.  James  Catho<lral)  where  it  now 
stands — the  oTound  boinfj  used  as  a  eonnnon  burial  oroun<l 
until  some  thirty  years  ao'o— an<l  the  names  of  many  of  th(^ 
old  residents  and  families  whose  tlescendants  are  abuost 
extinct  can  yet  be  seen.  The  ol<l  stones  covering  their 
l)odies  can  be  read  in  various  ])laces  in  the  ground — l)Ut 
many  bodies  were  removed  to  the  ik'W  St.  dames  cemetery. 
This  great  church  was  first  built  afttn*  the  war  of  1812,  the 
plot  having  b(»en  selected  perhaps  by  Simcoe  in  1792 — 
was  first  presi^hvl  over  by  a  minister  named  Dr.  Stewart 
before;  Dr.  Straehan  cami;  to  York,  he  havine-  come  about 
liSlO.  My  readers  are  not  perhaps  aware  that  he,  in  the 
first  years  of  his  emigration  to  Canada,  taught  a  young 
gentlemen's  mo'lel  (perhaps  grannnar  or  district)  school  at 
Cornwall  in  this  provinci!  (a  picture  of  which  I  have  in  my 
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pnsN«'H.sioii).  lit  wliicli,  as  I  luivc  saifl  in  my  r«'mnil\H  jil)()ut. 
Iloltoi't  (iniu'luy,  till*  NOMH  oi'  many  of  the  principal  lamilies 
of  lTpp(M'  (^aiiatla  wito  tau;;lifc  alxmt  1800-7.  At  this 
school  such  mm  a-s.^olm  Ht'Vi'ilcy  Kohinson  an«l  hisbrotheiH 
William  and  I'etcr,  Arcliibald  McLean,  Jonas  .loncs  ami 
ln-otlun'H,  Lovi  \\  SluTWood,  I  l)cli«»vc,  oM  Mr.  V'anKou«^hnct 
and  brothers,  and  the  old  Ridout  family  of  York  wen* 
scholars  and  became  political  chums. 

There  was  an  ol<l  Kirk  of  t^cotland  church  almost 
opposite,  the  Cathe(hal,  but  wlien  first  erect(Ml,  I  don't  know  : 
and  ther«^  was  a  little  rural  church  near  where  Knox's 
church  now  stands,  a  brick  on(»  standinj]^  und«'r  some  trees, 
in  which  Mr.  Harris,  the  son-in-law  of  that  noble  and 
benevolent  man,  .b's.s('  Ketchum,  wi'll  known  here,  many 
years  worshipped.  There  was  the  Methoflist  white  brick 
church  on  the  corner  of  Toronto  jind  Adelaide  Street  then 
called  Newj^i^ate  Street,  I  think.  There  was  a  small 
woodtMi  church,  or  ^arvis  Street  near  Richmond  in  which 
Con^re;:^ationa  lists  at  times  worshipped.  Xo  Roman 
Catholic  church  of  any  si/e  (if  at  all)  existed.  The 
Methodists,  if  I  mistake  not,  had  another  church  on  or 
near  Melinda  Street.  Zion  church  might  have  been  there, 
but  I  cannot  remember. 

The  mercantile  business  was  done  in  1831  about  the 
present  market-place  or  east  of  Yonge  Street.  The  papers 
in  York  were  the  Courier,  a  leading  Tory,  once  owned  by 
George  Clurnc^tt,  of  Avhom  1  have  spoken ;  the  Observer, 
owned  by  Mr.  Carey,  a  well-known  independent,  but  odd 
writer;  the  Freeman,  by  Francis  Collins,  who  had  offended 
John  Beverley  Robinson's  "  native  malignity,"  and  been 
fined  so  heavily  and  imprisoned  ;  W.  L.  Mackenzie's  Advo- 
cate, a  most  spicy  political  critic  against  the  Familj'^  Com- 
pact :  the  Colonist,  edited  by  a  bullying,  bigoted  Scotch 
Tor}'  named  Scobie,  who  was,  like  George  Gurnett  and  the 
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Patriot,  hitter  Jij^ainst  tin;  poor  patriot  pri.sonorH.  It  whm  h 
larjifo  paper  ami  alJv  eoii<lucto<l.  In  taet,  tin'  talent  in 
papers  was  with  the  'INn'ies,  and  in  that  day  York  had 
many.  Mr.  I )alton  piiltlished  n  paper  called  the  Patriot — 
continued  by  the  Lradrr  \n  very  modern  times.  He  was 
the  father  of  the  late  K.  Ci.  Dalton,  Master  in  '.'hambei*8  at 
Os;(oode  Hall,  one  of  the  fairest,  most  learnetl  and  useful 
lawyers  in  Toronto  whose  death  I,  and  all  lawyers,  re- 
gretted a  few  years  an;o.  I  am  not  certain  hut  that  Mr. 
Fothergill  puhlishecl  a  paper,  the  Palladiam.  The  ChriH' 
tiaii  Guardian,  a  relij^ious  paper,  was  in  existence,  and 
most  ably  conducted.  Who  were  the  men  of  inHuence  then 
in  Toronto  (  Although  I  have  alreaiy  alluded  to  many  of 
tln'm,  and  will  do  so  in  future  chai)ters,  I  considtn*  it  only 
proper  lusre  to  make  a  more  general  reference. 

The  following  were  all  mixe<l  ui)  in  action,  many  in 
marriat^e,  and  all  in  political  sins  with  the  oligarchy,  calle«l 
the  "  Family  Compact."  Men  left  long  with  absolute 
))olitical  power,  such  as  these  were  (the  best  of  men,  even 
religious  men),  will  lean  towards  the  abuse  of  power,  an<l 
end  in  seltishness  and  acts  of  oppression  and  self-aggran- 
dizement. Some  allowance  and  charity  must  therefore  l»e 
shown  for  such  men  and  their  surroun<lings.  Are  we  at 
this  day  in  our  Province  guiltless  in  respect  of  abuse  of 
privileges  :*  Well,  there  were  the  Campbells — one  was  a 
chief  justice  ;  the  Allans — William  Allan  especially,  about 
whom  I  will  again  speak  :  the  Ridouts,  one,  Thomas,  of  the 
old  Upper  Canada  Bank  :  the  Smalls,  some  of  whom  were 
very  fair  men :  the  Powells,  om^  of  whom  was  a  chief 
justice,  and  one  of  whom  shot  poor  Anderson  in  bad  faith, 
in  the  late  rebellion— he  was  loaded  with  offices:  the  Elms- 
leys — the  last,  the  Captain,  who  changed  his  religion  ; 
the  Catnerons — John  Hilliard,  the  chief  of  them ;  the 
Kobinsons — three  brothers — the  principal  one,  John  Bever- 
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ley,  whose  name  will  often  appear  in  this  volume — loaded 
with  offices  ;  the  Straehans — the  principal  one  the  Bishop ; 
the  Givenses ;  the  Jarvises — the  principal,  William  B.,  who 
took  so  active  a  part  in  the  rebollion  of  1837 — all  loaded 
with  offices;  the  Denisons — all  of  whom  seem  to  have  t^ot 
large  shares  of  land;  tin;  Crookshanksos :  the  Macaulays — 
one  of  them  the  noble  iudge  in  after  years  ;  the  Gambles; 
the  Boultons — numerous  and  loaded  with  offices;  the  Wells 
family;  theMc(iills;  the  He  wards  ;  the  Stantons;  lastly, 
the  Baldwins — maru'^  receiving  great  grants  of  land,  espe- 
cially the  old  man,  W.  W.,  and  some  of  whom,  especially 
Robert,  were  most  worthy  men  and  genuine  Reformers ;  all 
of  them  got  small  or  large  farms  or  long  strips  of  land  in 
York.  Incidentally  I  might  name  John  Henry  Dunn  and 
Mr.  Markland,  less  connected  with  this  great  clique.  The 
sons  of  W.  W.  Baldwin  inherited  from  their  father.  These 
families  (I  mean  the  heads  of  them)  had  strips  of  land  from 
50  to  250  acres,  or  less,  granted  to  them — how,  for  what 
money,  or  why,  we  can't  now  tell,  but  mostly  as  favors. 
Allan  had  the  land  from  Gerrard  to  Bloor  Street  granted, 
bordering  on  Yonge ;  Elmsley,  the  land  from  Maitland  to 
Blooi',  west  side  Yonge ;  S.  P.  Jarvis,  land  from  Carlton 
east  to  Parliament,  along  Jarvis  Street.  The  Baldwins 
had  all  the  land  about  Spadina  Avenue  to  Bloor  and  north 
to  Wells'  Hill,  and  over  it  farther  north ;  Wells,  land  about 
Wells'  Hill ;  Smalls,  land  east  in  Leslieville ;  Denisons, 
land  west  of  Dovercourt  Road ;  some  this  side.  It  is  not 
easy  to  name  these  lands.  The  Crookshanks'  family  lands 
were  west  of  Bathurst  Street. 

Having  stayed  in  Y^ork  about  two  n\  eeks,  I  returned  by 
stage,  and  continued  my  studies  in  18.31,  with  Mr.  Berrie, 
going  frequently  to  my  old  home  near  the  Grand  River.  I 
will  mention  an  incident  that  occurred  to  me  as  a  student^ 
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going  up  the  old  stairs,  still  there,  in  the  old  east  wing  of 
Osgoode  Hall — and  going  up  those  stairs  a  thousand  times 
since,  it  has  generally  come  in  my  thoughts.  William 
Warren  Baldwin,  father  of  Robert  Baldwin,  and  of  another 
son  of  his  own  name,  although  called  a  reformer,  yet  was 
a  haughty,  prejudiced,  Protestant  Irish  gentleman,  and 
wonderfully  set  in  all  his  ways  and  notions  of  propriety 
towards  young  men  and  law  students.  He  was  in  1831  a 
Bencher,  probably,  and  also  the  treasurer,  I  think,  of  the 
Law  Society.  He  met  me  half  way  up  these  stairs,  going 
up,  he  coming  down ;  and  although  accustomed  to  be  cour- 
teous to  my  superiors,  not  then  knowing  him  or  who  he 
was,  I  did  not  take  off  my  hat  to  him.  He  spoke  out 
angrily  :  "  Sir,  why  do  you  not  take  oft'  your  hat  ?  "  Pass- 
ing on,  I  entered  the  upper  rooms,  and  said  nothing,  but 
never  forgot  this  salute,  never  will,  if  I  were  to  ascend 
those  stairs  a  thousand  times.  A  little  affront  of  this  kind 
sinks  deep  into  a  boy's  memory,  and  the  old  gentleman  who 
gave  it  was  unnecessarily  particular.  He  was  well  ac- 
(juainted  with  my  father ;  came  to  Canada  from  Ireland 
about  the  time  my  father  came  from  England.  I  always 
heard  that  he  was  very  rough  and  aristocratic  in  his  ways, 
([uite  different  from  his  two  sons,  who  were  affable  and 
courteous 

My  return  to  Hamilton  ushered  in  a  busy  year  and 
some  of  the  events  already  alluded  to.  I  continued  to 
write  a  great  deal  on  all  subjects  in  political  and  literary 
papers,  some  of  which  writings  I  have  still.  I  have 
spoken,  too,  of  the  papers  in  which  I  wrote  poetrj^  the 
Gasket  and  Garland.  The  year  1831  hastened  away : 
Ueorge  IV.  died  ;  the  great  Reform  Bill  came  up,  and  the 
Polish  War  ended  in  1830-31. 
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THE   GREAT   AGITATION    OF    REFORM    IN    EN(}LAND — THE 

DUKE   OF    WELLIN(iTON'S   CARHIAGE   STONED  — 

GREAT   EXCITEMENT   IN    LONDON. 

There  never  has  been  probably  in  England  greater  excite- 
ment than  that  caused  by  the  agitation  for  reform,  and  the 
<loing  away  with  the  rotten  boroughs  there  by  which  the 
nristocracy  had  so  long  ruled  Parliaments  and  d'jgraced 
parliamentary  government.  It  was  just  as  William  IV. 
commenced  his  reign,  and  our  now  great  Sovereign  was  in 
her  ripe  girlhood — not  womanhood.  In  Hamilton,  where  I 
was,  the  Fvce  Press  newspaper  was  the  leading  Reform 
paper  in  the  west,  as  before  mentioned,  the  columns  of 
which  were  always  open  to  nie,  and  many  a  letter  was  put 
into  it  by  me  about  this  Reform  Bill,  in  furtherance  thereof 
so  far  as  colonial  opinion  could  help.  We  only  obtained 
reports  from  England  then  by  sailing  vessels,  which  only 
crossed  about  once  a  m<jnth.  What  a  change  we  see  in 
human  events,  looking  back  at  that  time  comparing  it 
with  the  present!  We  now  hear  every  morning  at  our 
breakfast  tables  what  has  transpired,  not  only  in  England, 
but  throughout  the  world.  We  hear  by  the  telegraph 
passing  its  wondrous  voice,  its  wonderful  electric  power, 
under  a  mighty  ocean.  We  also  get  the  news  in  the  columns 
of  beautifull}'^  printed  papers,  like  the  Globe,  Mail,  World, 
and  still  larger  American  papers,  if  in  our  possession. 

THE    OFFICES    HELD    liV    COLONEL    AVILLIAM   ALLAN. 

This  man  was  one  of  the  most  bigoted,  selfish  and  office- 
grabbing  of  the  1'ory  oligarchy  called  the  "  Compact."  He 
came  to  Toronto  very  early  and  vcr}^  poor,  perhaps  in 
1800.  I  never  heard  that  he  had  any  relatives  in  Canada 
but  his  own  family,  nor  do  I  know  whom  he  married, 
I  onl}^  know  his  political  history  and  his  general  demeanor 
as    a    man,  which   was    proud    and    austere,  at    least    to 


yiily«i^i,,il 


OF   TORONTO,   BAURISTER. 


131 


-THE 


excite - 
ind  the 
ich  the 
^graced 
am  IV. 
was  in 
where  I 
Reform 
imns  of 
vas  put 
thereof 
ibtained 
ch  only 
;  see  in 
ring   it 
at  our 
ngland, 
egraph 
power, 
olumns 
World, 

L. 

lN. 
office - 
"     He 
laps  in 
panada 
parried, 
leanor 
last    to 


strangers.  He  was  on  the  Commission  that  examined  the 
prisoners  in  the  spring  of  183(S,  and  no  doubt  gloated 
over  tlieir  misfortunes,  I  saw  him  there  in  person.  He 
was  well  known  by  my  father,  who  was  a  rich  man, 
educated,  and  far  superior  in  every  way  to  him,  except  in 
his  money  grabbing  and  Family  Compact  selfishness. 
Like  Dr,  John  Strtichan,  who  was  of  very  common  origin  in 
Scotland,  he  ])robably  was  never  troubled  with  any  Scot- 
tish relatives  in  Canada.  I  have  heard  a  curious  story  of 
Dr.  Strachan  not  wishing  to  see  a  brother  of  his  who  came 
to  see  him  from  old  Scotland. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  say  that  any  man  who  was  poor 
and  rose  by  his  merits  and  strength  of  character  higher  up 
the  ladder  of  life,  should  be  underrated.  It  is  rather  a 
merit  in  him :  but  what  I  condemn  is  the  forgetfulness  of 
a  mans  origin;  pride  in  one  who  comes  from  below 
wlien  he  happens  to  get  higher  in  life.  Mr.  Allan  was  a 
close  friend  of  Dr.  Strachan,  and  they  were  about  the  same 
in  their  Scottish  origin. 

The  offices  held  by  Mr.  Allan  as  it  appears  officially  in 
this  government  almanac  were  these  :  Honorable  William 
Allan,  Treasurer  of  County  :  Collector  of  the  Port  of  York  ; 
Inspector  of  Shops  and  Still  Licenses:  Postmaster  of  York, 
Toronto  so  named ;  on  the  Board  of  Education  in  Gore 
District,  I  lind  his  name  here  with  that  of  CJrant  Powell 
and  Dr.  Strachan  :  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  President  of 
same  ;  Trustees,  ove  of  them,  for  General  Hospital,  Toronto, 
IT.  C.  Now,  what  does  anyone  think  of  this  list  ?  Had 
not  William  L.  Mackenzie  some  ground  for  his  objections  to 
plurality  of  offices  !*  I  find  in  the  same  official  almanac 
others  holding  a  plurality  of  offices,  mostly  among  the 
Family  Compact,  but  far  less  than  the  above ;  S.  P.  Jarvis 
being  one  of  them  :  then  come  the  Powells.  In  1839  Mr. 
Allan  was  a  chief  officer  in  the  Canada  Company's  affairs, 
as  his  son  the  Honorable  G.  W.  Allan  has  been  mnnv  vears. 
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The   Honorable  R.  B.  Sullivan   was   another   i»Tiat  office 
pluralist.     This  subject  will  V)e  again  referred  to. 

This  table  shows  the  population  o^  Upper  Canada  in 
1827,  official  returns: 

1.  Eastern  District 18,3(58 

2.  Ottawa  District    3,009 

3.  Bathurat  District 12,207 

4.  Johnston  District    1(5,719 

5.  Midland  District  (incliidin;;^  Kingston)  .  .  29,426 
(5.  Newcastle  District 12,286 

7.  Home  District  (including  York  Town)   . .   21,329 

8.  Gore  District 16,438 

9.  Niagara  District 18,913 

10.  London  District 18,749 

11.  Western  District 7,95(5 

175443 

In  1817,  when  Mr.  Robert  (iourlav  took  the  statistic^  uf 
Upper  Canada,  an<l  other  persons  also  oave  a.  record  ol' 
the  population,  it  amounted  to  between  80,000  and  8-5,000. 
Some  persons  think  this  was  too  small  an  enumeration : 
but  it  was  correctly  estimated,  and  as  for  the  first,  it  is 
official — in  the  Govei'nment  Almanac. 

This  is  what  Robert  (lourlay  says  about  the  population, 
tabulated : 

Western  District. . . .  4,158,  includes  Essex  and  the  extreme 

West  and  French  people. 

London  District  ....   8,007,  includes  Norfolk,   Oxford — the 

Talbot  Settlement. 

Gore  District  (5,(584,  includes  Hamilton,  (lalt,  Water- 
loo, as  then. 

Niagara  District  . . .  .12,508,  includes  all  the  peninsula. 

Home  District 7,700,  includes   York     and     the    roar 

country  ;  very  small  then. 

Newcastle  District  . .   5,000 

Midland  District    ...14,85.3,  all  the  country  about  Whitby, 

Cobourg,  etc. 

Johnston  District  . .  .   9,200,  includes  Kingston. 

Eastern  District  ....  12,700,  includes  Brock ville. 

Ottawa  District    ....   1,500,  includes  Cornwall. 

83,0.50 
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Now,  I  liave  no  rouson  to  doubt  this  calculation  (pag^e 
i;i(K  A^ol.  I.,  "  (;<mrlay's  Statistics."  1822).  He  says  a  Mr 
Heriot,  writin(i^  on  tlie  same  matter,  only  estimates  the 
population  at  80,000.  Then  he  says  that  a  return  was 
made  to  the  Upper  Canada  Provincial  Parliament  by 
the  Clerks  of  the  Peace  from  their  respective  districts, 
of  the  persons  taxed.  It  was  found  9,020  persons  were 
taxed  in  the  districts:  and  he  says,  adding  children  and 
wives  to  this  sum  of  population,  it  is  fixed  at  7(),9()0, 
reckoning  eight  in  a  family.  This  was,  no  doubt,  about 
the  population  when  the  war  broke  out  in  1812. 

It  will  be  seen  even  up  to  1828  the  Province  was  divided 
into  the  divisions  of  rlistricts.  I  again  repeat  the  wonder 
that  so  small  a  population  defended  themselves  against  the 
Americans  in  that  war.  But  the  fact  is,  the  Americans 
managed  the  war  badly.  I  intend  in  Chapter  VI.  to  give 
a  short  sketch  of  the  battles  of  1812, 1813  and  1814  fought, 
referring  to  the  more  striking  points  in  them,  and  it  will 
he  seen  how  badly  the  war  was  managed,  and  how  bravely 
generally  Canadians  fought. 

The  Toronto  General  Almanac,  published  in  1839,  by 
authority,  at  the  office  of  a  paper  called  the  Fdlladium, 
by  Charles  Fotliergill,  referring  to  Toronto's  ]io[)ulation 
then,  gives  the  full  particulars  l)y  wards,  and  makes  the 
population  that  year,  of  1838,  12,571  :  including  the  Home 
District,  57,314.  And  this  almanac,  which  is  a  very  useful 
one,  full  of  all  kinds  of  information,  speaking  oi  the 
the  old  town  of  York's  population  of  1826,  confirms  what 
Gourlay  had  said,  that  it  containe<i  less  than  Kingston.  It 
says  Kingston  contained  2,329,  and  York  only  1,677. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  population  of  our  city  has  made 
great  strides,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  although  there 
has  been  a  slight  check  last  year.  The  almanac  says  that 
the  population  of  Upper  Canada  in  1839  was  513,000. 
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THE    M[TRDERS   AND   CONQUEST  OF    POLAND   BY    RUSSIA. 

No  event  ever  excited  more  sympathy  and  j^rief  in  the 
world  in  the  early  days  of  1830-1-2  (unless  it  he  the  recent 
massacres  of  the  Armenians  hy  the  Turks)  than  the 
murders  in  and  conquest  of  poor  Poland  in  those  years,  and 
1  took  a  great  interest  in  upholding  the  Polish  cause  in 
writing  articles  in  the  Hamilton  Free  Press,  and  poetry  in 
the  Casket  and  Garland  in  those  years.  It  was  part  of 
leisure  hours  to  do  so,  and  I  insert  the  following  pieces  of 
poetry  on  this  subject  then  written.  I  thought  of  not  in- 
serting them,  but  reserving  them  for  a  future  volume  of  my 
poetry,  which  may  or  may  not  be  published.  Russia,  the 
great  hear  of  Northern  Asia,  compelled  Poland,  although 
far  more  civilized  and  of  a  different  religion,  to  submit  to 
her  tyranny  and  now  holds  her  so.  Many  a  beautiful 
Polish  lady  was  abused,  criminally:  many  a  noble  Pole 
was  murdered  and  degraded  by  Cossacks  in  this  war.  The 
Poles  were  and  are  a  noble  race ;  the  ladies  the  most 
beautiful  in  Europe.  Many  of  this  race  have  died  in  the 
deserts  of  Siberia,  many  are  there  now.  The  vile  oppres- 
sions of  Russia  can  never  be  forgotten  by  the  noble  minds 
of  the  world.  She  may  fawn  on  England,  she  may  conquer 
nations  in  Asia,  and  would  conquer  Europe.  But  the  old 
saying  is,  "  Scratch  a  Russian,  you  find  a  Tartar."  She  is 
treacherous,  aggrandizing,  and  smiles  on  France  (which  like 
a  fool  courts  her),  is  now  fawning  on  England,  but  cannot 
be  trusted.  Playing  with  her  is  playing  with  a  two-edged 
Hword.  When  England  thinks  she  can  trust  her,  she  may 
be  secretly  conspiring  to  harm  England.  If  there  is  any 
danger  of  the  destruction  of  England,  and  God  does  not 
overrule  the  matter,  Russia  will  be  the  enemy  who  will  do 
it.  My  own  opinion  is  that  Russia  will  be  torn  into 
fragments,  politically,  within  half  a  century,  perhaps  half 
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of  it.     She  wants  Constantinople,  and  if  she  gets  it,  may 
prove  her  ruin  when  Europe  rises  up  to  expel  her. 


THE  POLES. 

Written  for  the  Casket,  No.  2.  October,  1831. 

Hark  !  the  trumpet's  peals  in  gladness  flow 

From  Kosciusco's  land, 
O'er  crimson  combat's  vivid  glow, 

And  Poland's  martial  band. 

On,  sons  of  freedom  !  victory 

The  trumpet  loud  proclaims  ; 
On,  sons  of  freedom  !  liberty 

Now  crowns  thy  heroes'  names. 

See  !  the  Cossack  flies  in  dire  dismay 

Before  Skrzynecki's  troop, 
While  round  his  warriors  gory  lay, 

Or  fly  with  screaming  whoop. 

The  Russian  boor  bedew'd  with  gore, 

Now  smiles  upon  his  fate, 
And  turns  his  eyes  benighted  o'er 

With  black  revengeful  hate. 

Look  !  a  tear  of  sorrow  from  his  eye 

Slow  o'er  his  cheek  doth  roam. 
His  heaving  breast  gives  forth  a  sigh, 

W^hile  thinking  of  his  home. 


FALLEN  WARSAW. 

Prom  the  Oarland,  Literary  Paper,  Hamilton,  November  24th,  ISS? 

Peace  to  your  shades,  ye  heroes  of  the  grave  ! 
No  more  your  arms  are  rais'd  aloft  to  save 
Your  glorious  native  land  of  olden  fame  ; 
No  more  your  bosoms  glow  with  freedom's  flame. 

Rest,  Polish  warriors  !  'neath  thy  country's  shame 
Her  sighs  unheard,  her  woes  without  reclaim  ; 
Your  valiant  deeds  all  praise,  your  fate  deplore, 
Piteous  sighs  they  gave,  but  aid  forbore. 
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The  widow's  moiiti,  the  maidon's  shriok  of  fear, 
The  orphan's  cry,  may  draw  compassion's  tear  ; 
And  on  the  passing  breeze  their  sorrows  break, 
But  ne'er  your  guardian  swoids  ayain  sliall  wako. 

The  orb  of  day  again  may  streak  the  east 
With  crimson  touch,  and  call  the  Russian  feast — 
But  ne'er  again  shall  strain  your  nerves  for  fight, 
Or  Warsaw's  fallen  turrets  gleam  witli  light. 

Your  fathers'  ghosts  in  bitter  wrath  demand, 
With  swords  of  tiro  upon  their  tombs,  the  hand 
That  held  in  awe  the  Crescent's  might  of  yore, 
When  on  Vieima's  walls  it  long'd  to  soar. 

'Twas  the  brave  8ul>"eski's  timely  aid, 
The  bold  Mahomet's  throat'uing  power  delay'd, 
,        And  drove  from  Europe's  trembling  shores  a  foe, 
Whose  frightful  power  uncheck'd,  had  laid  her  low. 

Oh,  base  ingratitude  of  kings  I  the  smiles 
Of  hopeful  aid  were  freely  given  : — the  wiles 
Of  Russia's  crafty  king  none  dared  to  stay, 
Save  Poland's  victims  and  her  heroes  grey. 

The  last  was  written  by  me  when  the  Poles  had  been 
crushed  by  liussian  crneity,  the  best  of  the  population 
slaughtered,  the  women  outraged,  and  the  flower  of  the 
country's  inhabitants  lay  in  tlie  grave. 

How  much  Ijetter  is  this  lu'utal  nation  now  ?  Who 
would  trust  it  ?  Russia  no  doubt  has  winked  at,  allowed 
with  indifference  the  Armenians  to  be  slaugliiered  bv  tens 
of  thousands  this  3'ear  by  the  Turks ;  and  she  will  with 
equal  selfishness  slaughter  the  Turks  when  it  suits  her 
ambition  to  do  so.  What  do  the  groans  of  Siberia  speak 
of  ?  How  many  noble  men  are  there  of  Poland  and  of  her 
own  people  in  political  slavery  ?  Yes,  liow  many  beauti- 
ful, suffering  women  ?  Away  with  all  trust  in  such  a 
nation  of  Tartars  in  disguise  '• 
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MARSHALL   S.    lU DWELL. 

I  intended  to  have  introduced  thi.s  honored  name  witli 
some  exton<led  remai'ks  in  tliis  chapter  as  it  ia  mentione<l 
therein,  but  will  have  to  defer  it  to  a  future  one.  He  was 
in  an  eminent  degree  a  model  man  in  private  and  in  his 
public  life,  for  over  twenty  years,  until  compelled  to 
leave  Cana<la  ir.  December,  1837,  under  mean  and  dastardly 
threats  by  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  who  was  urfjed  on  by 
such  men  as  Hagerman,  and  that  sneak  in  assumed  reform 
clothes,  Sullivan,  Robinson  and  others.  He  had  been 
the  Speaker  of  the  Legislature,  the  leader  of  the  Bar. 
But  he  was  compelled  to  leave,  as  said,  without  any  trial, 
without  any  proof,  which  Dr.  Ryerson  proposed  to  show, 
but  he  (Bidwell)  would  never  return.  He  was  a  Methodist 
of  eminence,  a  Christian  of  a  most  devoted  character,  and 
a  promoter  of  the  highest  public  measures  at  all  times. 
Let  the  matter  rest  until  the  next  or  seventh  chapter. 


A   FURTHER   REFERENCE   TO    METHODISM    IN    CANADA   AND 

ENGLAND. 

In  one  of  my  anterior  chapters,  I  refer  at  some  length  to 
Methodism  in  Canada,  but  promised  again  to  refer  to  it. 
By  the  kindness  of  the  managers  of  the  large  Methodist 
Book  Room,  in  which  such  a  great  variety  of  fine  books 
is  found,  I  had  the  privilege  of  referring  to  two  books, 
by  which  I  learned  some  facts  worth  noting  here.  The 
books  to  which  I  refer  are  the  "  Centennial  of  Canadian 
Methodism,"  published  by  direction  of  the  General  Con- 
ference in  1892,  and  a  beautifully  bound  and  illustrated 
volume,  entitled  "  The  Story  of  Methodism  throughout  the 
World,"  by  A.  B.  Hyde,  S.T.D.,  Professor  of  Greek  in  the 
University  of  Denver,  member  of  the  American  Philological 
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AMsoeiation,  with    an   account  of    Methodism    in   Canada, 
puhlishtMl  in  tlio  Mctliodint  Hook  llooni  in  'I'oronto,  1894. 

It  is  said  in  tlio  last  book  that  now  after  about  150 
years  tlie  name  of  Methodist  is  bornr  in  the  world  by 
about  Hve  and  a  hall'  millions  of  people,  which  it  says  is 
not  one-half  of  those  who  feel  its  influence. 

The  author  of  this  book,  the  preface  of  which  is  dated 
Denver,  l!S88.  says  he  has  been  for  fifty  years  an  oUserver 
of   Methodism  and    fully  ac(piainted  with   its  prominent 
characters. 

John  Wesley  was  a  graduate  of  Oxford  University, 
England,  in  1729,  where  he  connnenced  to  lead  a  dozen  of 
his  friends  into  a  new  mode  of  viewing  religion,  and  they 
began  to  read  the  New  Testament  together.  It  is  con- 
cede<)  that  in  1729  the  worM  was  in  a  state  of  apathy  as 
to  reliirion,  and  needed  a  revival.  The  infamous  immor- 
ality  of  the  court  of  Charles  11.,  a  monster  of  in- 
iijuity,  who  as  compared  with  Cromwell  with  all  his  fa\dts, 
was  a  devil,  had  disgraced  the  world.  He  was  a  monaieh 
steeped  in  French  debauchery,  (^romwell  died  in  1658,  and 
then  darkness  connnenced  to  gather.  He  said  on  his  death- 
bed, "  Ood  will  take  care  of  His  people."  I  suppose  it  is 
known  to  my  readers  that  the  corrupt  king  Charles 
ordered  Cromwell's  bones  to  be  dug  up,  and  also  Judge 
Bradshaw's,  and  placed  upon  a  public  gallows  to  be  gazed 
at.  A  greater  villain  never  reigned  in  England  than  this 
king,  unless  it  be  Henry  VIII.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  Eng- 
land that  Cromwell's  memory  has  not  been  honored  by  a 
monument,  but  it  will  be  in  time. 

John  Weslej^  was  born  June  17th,  1708,  at  Epworth. 
Samuel  Wesley,  his  father,  an  excellent  man,  died  in  1736, 
at  the  age  of  seventy.  Charles  Wesley  was  five  years 
younger  than  John.  Susannah  Annesley,  of  London, 
was  John  Wesley's  mother,  and  the  author,  it  is  said,  of 
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MotluxliHin.  Adniu  (.lurk  says  .John  VVoHlt'y'H  iiiother,  who 
had  nineteen  cliil(U'('n,  was  one  of  tli«'  ^jfrcatest  wonion  an<l 
mothers  that  ever  Hved.  All  lier  life  hIh^  ur^ed  liim  on  to 
holiness  and  Ood's  service.  He  went  to  Oxfonl  and  soon 
HUi'passed  all  tlui  students,  and  at  twenty-three  liad  formed 
a  dull  of  youn^  men  called  "  Tlu^  Holy  Club,'  devoted  to 
(fod's  service.     WhitfleM  was  one. 

Cieorge  VVhittield  was,  likc^  Moody,  a  wonderful  Christian, 
a  modern  St.  Paul.  As  in  the  case  of  Chalmers,  a  f^reat 
sickness  nigh  unto  death  converted  him.  The  autlior  of 
the  "  History  of  Methodism "  says  VVhittield  was  the 
iireatest  orator  Entrhmd  had.  Franklin  admired  him 
greatly,  and  so  also  did  Hume,  the  philosopher. 


THE    FUNDAMENTAL   POINTS   OF    METHODISM. 

After  a  great  deal  of  researcli  into  doctrinal  points  and 
the  opinions  of  ecclesiastical  men  in  all  days,  Jolm  Wesley 
arrived  at  the  sum  of  spiritual  Ijelief.  But  it  yvan  such  as 
St.  Paul  and  the  apostles  of  Christ  laid  d(jwn  in  their  epis- 
tles, and  what  Christ  more  sunnnarily  asserted.  I  see 
nothing  new  in  it.  Christ  asserts  it  in  the  fifteenth 
chapter  of  St.  John's  Gospel ;  St.  Paul  asserts  it  in  the 
eighth  chapter  of  Romans  and  the  fifth  ehaj)ter  of  2  Corin- 
thians. John  Wesley  only  emphasized  and  put  it  into 
absolute  daily  practice.  I  find  at  the  bottom  of  all  dis- 
senting creeds  the  same  thing — and  it  is  the  animating 
principle  of  the  Church  of  England — which  is  guided  too 
much  by  its  Prayer  Book — a  lialf -Romish  book ;  but  the 
bottom  principles  of  this  great  Church  are  right.  They 
should  abandon  the  worst  points  in  this  book,  as  the 
Presbyterians  should  revise  their  Confession  of  Faith. 
Did  Christ  give  us  an  obscure  Gospel,  or  something  very 
plain  to  any  understanding  ? 
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THE   OUIOIN   OF   METHODISM. 

Mt'tliodi.siu  jiroHo  tlu'ii  in  lMi;;lnii«l,  in  17.S9,  and  in  tlio 
Ihiitcd  StiitoH,  in  177');  in  the  Mni-itinjc  Provinces,  under 
the  Rev.  William  Hlack,  in  1770;  and  in  Tpper  and  Lower 
Canada  between  1780  and  1700.  Its  startinj^  points  in 
Canada  were  Adolphnstown,  Xapanee,  Prince  Edward 
County,  Kingston  and  Brock ville,  through  tlie  inthicncr  of 
tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Losee,  missionary  of  tlie  American  Kpiscopal 
Churcli. 

What  we  want  with  ivlioion  is  a  sliare  of  jxood  common- 
sense  as  well  as  enlif^htened  enthusiasm.  Christ  never  trot 
extravagant  in  His  st^rmons — all  was  plain  common-sense 
— an  inifalterintif  faith  in  His  Gospel.  I  don't  pretend  to 
f^ive  more  than  a  short  notice  here  of  the  origin  of  Meth- 
odism in  Canada. 
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ROBERT   GOURIAY — FURTHER   REFERENCE   TO    HIM,  1817. 

He,  in  reference  to  Sandwich,  says  a  meeting  was  held 
there  on  the  18th  day  of  December,  1817,  to  take  up  his 
queries  about  statistics. 

This  township  bega^i  to  be  settled  in  1750  by  the  French, 
or  a  little  earlier.  lins  now  one  thousand  people. 

Settled  chiefly  o'  i'ont  of  the  river.     The  town  w^as 

larger  then  tha  w,  as  it  is  described  as  having  thir- 

teen shops,  eight  taverns,  eight  windmills  and  one  water- 
mill.  The  persons  wdio  attended  the  meeting  of  inquiry 
were  all  by  their  names  English  or  Scotch,  except  the 
Babys.  Of  them  there  were  two,  F.  Baby,  J.P.,  and  J.  B. 
Baby,  J.P. 

MALDEN   TOWNSHIP 

is  one  south  of  this,  near  Lake  Erie.  It  had  in  1817,  675 
people,  twelve  stores,  five  taverns  and  two  windmills. 

Within  this  township  is  the  port  and  town  of  Amherst- 
burgh.     There  is  an  Indian  reserve  of  a  large  kind  kept 
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Up  lor  the  Huron  rndiaiiH.  'I'lie  report  was  Hi^ne«l  by 
William  Caldwell,  J. P.,  (Chairman,  and  A.  Maisonville, 
Secretary. 

TOWNSHIP   OF    UALEIOH. 

The  addrosH  to  Mr.  (lourlay  is  very  flatteritip^.  Speaks 
hi;;hly  ol'  liis  laudable  eftbrtf  to  get  information  and  pro- 
mote emii^ration.  The  township  commenced  to  settle  in 
1792.  The  settlement  is  chieHy  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  and  a  small  one  on  Lnko  Krie,  and  there  were 
only  about  250  persons  there.  This  is  now  a  well-settled 
township.  The  report  is  signed  by  thirteen  persons  of 
influence.  Among  them  I  see  the  names  of  Daniel  Dolson 
and  William  McCrae,  J.P. 

TOWNSHIPS   OF   CHATHAM,   CAMDEN,    HARWICH,   OXFORD   AND 

HOWARD 

are  referred  to,  were  thinly  settled.  A  Mr.  John  Dolson 
signed  the  report.  There  is  a  Mr.  Dolson.  an  influential  man, 
now  in  the  town  of  Chatham.  All  these  townships  are  now 
well  settled.  Chatham  town  now  contains  nearly  10,000 
people.  There  were,  in  1817,  a  good  many  Indians — the 
Delewares  and  Moravians.  All  this  region  suftered  by  the 
American  invasion  in  the  war  of  1812.  All  reports  sent  to 
Mr.  Gourlay  from  the  extreme  west — middle  townships 
from  Trafalgar  and  Nelson — concurred  in  approving  of  his 
actions,  and  said  the  Government  at  York  were  to  blame 
for  not  selling  the  lands,  and  for  absentees  holding  lands. 

EASTWARD   IN    NELSON,   WELLINGTON   SQUARE  AND 

TRAFALGAR. 

The  persons  who  signed  a  reply  to  Mr.  Gourlay  seem  to 
have  been  very  influential.  These  were  William  Chisholm 
John  Brant,  Asahel  Davis,  Thomas  Ghent,  Daniel  O'Reilly, 
Morris  McKay,  Augustus  Bates. 
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IN   EAST   FLAMBORO'   AND   BEVERLEY. 

Those  who  signed  wei-e  Win.  Hare,  J.P,,  John  Keagy, 
James  Duivind,  H.  Lyons,  the  Copes,  Cornells,  Markles, 
Van  Everys,  and  others ;  and  John  Brant,  the  Indian  chief, 
and  Richard  Hatt  approved  of  Gourlay's  acts. 

One  of  the  largest  and  best  replies  is  that  of  Col.  Thos. 
Clarke  and  Robert  Addison,  c "  Niagara,  which  goes  to  the 
bottom  of  the  faults  of  the  \ork  Government  and  of  the 
English  Government  too. 


LANDS  OUT  OF  THE  GRAND  RIVER — INDIAN  GRANT. 

Thomas  Clarke  says  the  beautiful  township  Nichol  in 
1817  (part  of  this  grant)  was  granted  by  the  Canadian 
Executive  Council ;  29,000  acres  were  granted  to  him  under 
the  great  seal  of  the  Province  in  April,  1807,  at  four 
shillings  currency  an  acre. 

His  language  in  this  letter  addressed  to  Gourlay  is 
stvong  and  iirm,  condenniing  the  policy  of  the  land  granting 
department  at  York,  and  in  favor  of  general  emigration 
and  of  American  settlers.  The  Indians  had  on  the  Grand 
River  an  immense  tract,  of  which  850,000  acres  were  sold 
by  them  at  that  price,  the  principal  being  placed  in  the 
hands  of  trustees  for  them,  and  the  interest  paid  in  pre- 
sents to  them  annually,  as  it  is  still. 

He  distributes  the  last-named  lands  thus :  On  the  east 
side  of  the  moutli  of  the  river,  53,000  acres,  called  the 
townships  of  Wederburn  and  Canbury  ;  94,000  acres  sixty 
miles  up  the  river  and  sixty  miles  from  its  mouth,  called 
the  township  of  Dumfries,  extending  on  each  side  of  the 
river  six  miles.  This  is  a  beautiful  township;  includes 
Gait.  The  next  parcels  constitute  the  tvro  great  town- 
ships of 
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WATKRI.OO  AND  WOOLWICH. 

Waterloo's  gTniit  was  of  the  same  size  as  Dumfries.  Wool- 
wich's grant  was  S'^-.OOO  acres  acljoinino-  and  above  Nichol. 
Waterloo  is  one  of  tlie  finest  townships  in  Upper  Canada. 

Who  houcht  the  Dumfries,  Waterloo  and  Woolwich 
lands.  I  don't  know,  but  think  the  Dicksons  bought  the 
firsC,  and  paid  no  doubt  the  same  as  Clarke  paid.  Thus 
the  Indians  got  some  less  than  $^35(j,0()0.  Xichol,  so  wild 
in  1807,  is  the  one  through  which  I  rode  in  1832  and  was 
lost.     Now  Avell  settled. 

The  name  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Addison  I  greatly  respect. 
Well  I  might,  as  he  cliristened  me  in  1812,  and  was  long  a 
most  useful  minister  of  the  Gospel.  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke  I 
have  no  reason  to  so  respect,  for  he  and  Thomas  Street 
treated  my  father  very  unjustly  in  about  1810,  and  when 
he  died  in  1833.  These  men  blamed  the  land  granting 
department  at  York  at  first. 

Mr.  Gourlay  in  his  description  of  Cana<llan  anhnals 
makes  some  errors.  He  says  there  are  two  species  of 
weasels  in  Canada,  the  brown  and  the  white,  the  fact 
being  that  the  first  turns  white  in  the  winter,  He  says 
the  common  deer  has  short,  turned-up  horns,  whereas  the 
male,  when  old,  has  very  long  branchy  liorns.  He  says 
we  have  an  animal  called  the  wolv^erene ;  no  such  animal 
ever  existed.  He  says  the  porcupine  climbs  trees ;  such 
assertion  is  wrong.  He  spells  raccoon,  racoon.  He  says 
we  have  only  four  kinds  of  squirrels  but  we  have  five, 
including  the  flying  squin'cl,  which  has  always  been  found 
in  this  province.  He  says  we  have  only  one  kind  of 
wild-cat,  but  I  think  we  have  tw^o. 
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CHAPTER   V. 

Going  back  a  little — Intercom  ?e  with  brother  Harry — Sister  Helen — 
What  was  done  on  the  farm  in  the  woods — Work  and  incidents 
in  a  farmer's  life — Kindness  of  Dr.  Strachan  to  my  sister  in 
life  and  at  death — 1832,  an  emip^idnt  year  in  Canada — Also  the 
cholera  year — Who  wer«^  then  in  Hamilton — An  editor's  death — 
Some  strange  emigrants  wlipm  I  knew — Cutting  grain  in  hot 
weather — Driving  oxen — The  flight  of  summer  birds — A  letter 
— My  father  wanted  to  go  to  Chili  in  182G. 
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For  a  time  I  go  back  in  events  in  my  life  and  speak  of 
old  once-loved  scenes,  with  sisters  and  brothers,  tilings  "  of 
auld  lang  syne."     Then  will  refer  to  1831  and  1882,  some 


time  again. 


MY   SISTER   HELEN. 


I  have  said  something  about  my  sister  Helen  in  the  tirst 
chapter  and  her  infancy.  Born  on  the  Mills  farm  in  1816, 
after  our  arrival  from  the  Bay  of  Quinte.  Now  will  say 
more  of  her  on  the  Grand  River  farm  from  1820  to  1830, 
'31,  '32.  She  had  a  sagacious  cat,  and  used  to  go  into  the 
fields  at  times  with  this  cat  in  1825  and  1826.  I  went 
with  her,  and  for  amusement  would  turn  over  old  stumps, 
and  there  were  generally  found  the  little  animals  called 
field  mice  which  the  cat  would  immediately  catch  and  kill. 
These  little  animals  are  a  nuisance  to  farmers,  and  will 
often  gnaw  young  trees  in  the  winter,  killing  them,  and 
devour  grain  and  vegetables  at  all  times.  They  are  double 
the  size  of  the  house  mouse,  and  resemble  a  small  rat. 
There  are  three  kinds  of  mice  in  our  province :  the  common 
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house  mouse,  this  field  mouse,  and  a  wood  mouse,  with 
white  on  its  under  parts,  having  a  long  tail,  is  shy,  and 
quick  in  its  actions,  is  only  found  in  woods  so  far  as  I  know. 
The  rat  is  a  large  species  of  mouse,  and  was  not  in  Upper 
Canada  before  1780,  I  am  told.  Tliis  cat  understood  its 
business  well,  and  what  we  wanted  it  to  do,  and  enjoyed«it 
Cats  are  often  vary  intelligent,  very  affectionate,  and  will 
find  their  way  back  to  their  homes  when  left  very  far  off. 
After  the  death  of  her  mother  Helen  liad  a  lonely  time,  no 
female  about  the  house  to  talk  to  her  except  servants.  We 
used  often  to  sit  in  winter  about  the  blazing  wood  fires  in 
tht'  Grand  River  farm  with  our  father  after  our  mother's 
death.  Helen  would  talk  to  him  and  do  many  little  kind- 
nesses for  liim  ;  often  have  I  seen  this.  Henry,  Ferdinand, 
Alonzo  and  myself  were  at  home  in  long  winter  nights  of 
1829-30. 

In  1830  she  spent  a  little  time  with  her  sisters  Maria 
and  Harriet.  In  1832  at  Dundas  with  me,  and  with  her 
father  in  the  summer  when  I  was  sick.  In  1833  and  1834 
she  was  at  school  at  Toronto,  where  she  was  very  kindly 
treated  by  Bishop  Straclian  and  his  wife.  She  was  taught 
at  a  large  privace  school  of  Mrs.  Widow  Coburn,  a  Scotch 
lady  who  lost  her  husband  near  Montreal  from  an  attack 
of  cholera  in  1882.  Mrs.  Coburn  had  sons  and  daughters 
— one  of  her  sons  lived  in  Cobourg  and  was  a  lawyer,  and 
afterwards  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  At  this  school,  in 
the  winter  of  1834,  my  sister  caught  a  violent  cold  from 
careless  thin  dressing,  a  habit  in  some  schools  then  and 
now.     She  was  a  member  of  the  English  Church. 

HOW   SHOrLT3   YOUXG   LADIES   DRESS   IN   SCHOOLS  ? 

It  was  at  this  school  the  custom  to  let  young  ladies,  even 
in  winter,  dress  witli  bare  arms  and  necks,  often  going  in 
cold  winter  weather  to  church  with  their  dresses  or  cloaks 
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covering-  their  bare  arms.  Is  tliis  rio'lit  ^  My  sister  by 
tliia  got  her  cold,  cansin*;-  death  in  so  doing;  others  did  so. 
Slic  was  not  consumptive,  naturally  robust  and  healthy. 
Mrs.  Coburn  was  a  lady-liko  person,  had  been  used  to  this 
manner  of  dress  in  Scotland,  which  I  noticiMl  at  her  house, 
and  was  surprised  at  it  as  a  young  man.  Helen  died  in 
great  pain  in  March,  1834-.  aged  18,  holding  a  Testament 
in  lier  hands,  which  is  in  my  possession.  Would  be 
eighty  years  old  if  now  alive.  Her  body  was  buried  in  St. 
James'  burial-ground  in  this  city  on  the  24th  March,  1834, 
Bishop  Strachan  otiiciating,  I  ])eing  present.  Helen  was 
a  devoted  Christian  girl.  If  there  are  any  schools  where 
young  ladies  are  treated  as  tliey  were  at  this  school,  let  me 
warn  them  and  their  overseers  to  be  more  careful :  our 
climate  is  too  cold  for  such  a  mode  of  dressing.  We  have 
abundance  of  means  of  avoiding  it,  and  I  don't  think  it 
very  modest. 

In  memor}^  of  a  sister  so  dear,  if  I  add  a  few  solemn 
words  and  verses  about  her — stanzas  of  poetry-  which  I 
wrote  the  next  year  after  her  d(\ath,  December  29th,  1835, 
making  slight  alteiations — it  will  be  pardoned.  She  was 
very  fond  of  morning  glories,  a  climbing  flower,  to  which 
I  alluded.  I  had  played  with  her  in  infancy  and  girlhood, 
and  was  present  at  her  last  sickness. 

Ere  womanhood  liad  come  to  thee 
Or  woman's  loveliest  bloom, 
Untimely  death,  like  mid-day  sun, 
As  morning  glory  did  remove, 
Thy  body  to  the  silent  tomb, 
Expiring  nature's  final  home  ; 
As  well  for  youth  as  age  the  doom. 

Thou  wilt  no  more  when  spring  shall  come, 

As  bright  as  former  ones, 

Return  again  to  thy  once  lov'd  home, 
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Or  j^aze  upon  the  golden  siins, 

Whose  courses  through  tlie  skies  have  rua  ; 

l?ut  art  thou  ^one,  forever  gone, 

Like  ;ill  our  dearest  ones  'i 

Sweet  flowers  will  deck  the  mountain's  brow, 

The  gleesome  thrush  as  loudly  sing, 

And  nature  look  as  bright  as  now, 

In  ev'ry  joyful  coming  spring  ; 

But  Helen,  thou  art  pass'd  away, 

With  girlhood  sports  no  more  to  play, 

To  mingle  with  the  earthly  clay. 

Is  this  man's  sad  abiding  faa-. 
To  live,  to  think  and  then  to  die  ? 
All  nature  see  th      tar-decked  sky, 
A  universe  of  worlds  so  great, 
Then  pass  away  with  dust  to  lie  ? 
It  cannot  be  ;  we'll  surely  rise. 
To  brighter  spheres,  unclouded  skios, 
To  see  again  with  spirit  eyes. 
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PLOUGHING    IN    THE    RICH    SOIL    WITH     HORSES — THOUGHTS 
ON    farmers'   LIVES    IN    1823    AND   AFTER.  ^ 

Uenry  would  liold  the  plough,  I  would  drive  tlie  horses, 
in  1S26,  '27,  '28.  We  would  pretend  to  be  men  and  talk 
of  what  we  would  do.  We  assumed  names.  I  was  "  Mr. 
Clarke,"  and  he  someone  else.  So  we  built  castles  in  the 
air,  and  drew  bright  pictures  of  coming  manhood.  The 
birds  were  sitting  in  the  trees  about  us  calling  "  caddy- w^ay, 
caddy-way,"  the  little  grey  birds  of  which  I  have  spoken 
called  "  plough-birds."  We  greatly  enjoyed  ourselves  with 
this  imagined  manhood.  I  cannot  remember  that  my 
brothers  and  I  ever  quarrelled  or  had  bad  words  to 
say  to  one  another.  How  blessed  a  thing  is  this !  In 
after  life  it  is  happy  to  think  of. 

All  my  brothers  have  gone  above  to  a  happier  life.    Two 
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of  tliem  (lied  long  ago  far  away  from  Canada,  and  not  in 
my  presence;  others  died  in  Canada — one  after  tlie  other  all 
departed.  If  this  is  read  by  other  brothers  and  sisters  not 
allied  to  me,  I  say  to  them,  "  Love  one  another  dearly,  that 
no  memory  may  arise  to  cause  regret  or  sorrow."  My 
brother  Ferdinand  died  on  the  Mississippi  in  1859,  and 
Henry  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  March,  1839;  I  had  seen  them 
before  in  Ohio  in  1835  in  a  journey  undertaken  for  that 
purpose,  to  which  I  shall  refer  in  a  future  chapter.  My 
brother  Alonzo  died  near  Chatham  in  1840  (when  I  was  in 
Chicago),  in  one  of  the  French  settlements,  and  had  married 
a  French  woman. 

When  ploughing  as  describeu,  large  crow-blackbirds, 
would  follow  and  pick  up  the  grubs  as  they  were  turned 
up — tame  as  barn  fowls.  In  the  calm  sunnner  nights  of 
June  and  July  when  the  cows  had  come  in  from  the  fields, 
and  were  chewing  their  evening  cuds ;  when  the  whippoor- 
Avill  was  calling  to  its  mate  in  the  nearest  grove,  and  the 
wood-cock  was  making  its  liight  into  the  air,  twittering  up 
there  its  usual  cry ;  when  nature  was  all  hushed  prepara- 
tory to  the  going  of  man  to  his  rest,  how  lovely  it  was 
(and  is  now  among  farmers  in  the  woods)  to  feel  this  sweet 
Jiush  of  the  happy  things  around  us  I  Yes,  nature  in  her 
calmness  is  lovely,  and  the  farmer's  life  well  regulated  the 
happiest  in  the  country.  Long  may  our  happy  farm-houses 
enjoy  this  quietude,  and  Canada  be  the  home  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  happy  men  and  women,  as  well  as  all  our 
provinces  east  and  west ! 

BIRDS   DESTROYING   CHERRIES.* 

What  birds  are  they  ?  Robins,  red-headed  wood-peckers 
(which  are  the  worst)  and  the  cedar  birds.  How  do  you 
suppose  we  used  to  kill  them  ?  We  used  to  get  a  long 
pole  higher  than  the  tree  and  sink  it  in  the  ground.     The 
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wooil-peckerH,  (sometimes  two  at  a  time,  would  alight  on  it ; 
then  we  would  strike  it  with  an  axe  as  luird  as  we  could, 
and  kill  both.  These  birds  will  soon  strip  a  tree.  There 
were  many  in  1826-8. 

In  1826  I  went  into  the  woods  to  cut  a  tree  for  fire-wood 
and  carelessly  cut  a  deep  gash  in  the  fleshy  part  of  the 
calf  of  my  leg.  It  bled  some;  I  tied  a  handkerchief  tightly 
around  it  and  walked  home  with  difficulty  to  my  mother. 
Had  the  cut  been  where  it  would  have  bled  much  it 
might  have  been  dangerous.  I  was  three-(|uarters  of  a 
mile  from  home  and  was  laid  up  several  months.  In 
1832  I  recollect  going  into  the  pea- field  with  a  scythe 
and  cutting  peas  in  August  in  its  hottest  days.  In 
order  to  help  my  father  build  his  new  house,  I  used 
to  go  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  named  "Buck  and  Bright" 
(I  could  manage  oxen  as  well  as  horses)  to  haul  sand 
for  building  the  new  house  three  miles  from  a  farm  on 
Fairchild's  Creek,  owned  by  Mr.  Bunnell,  whose  family 
now  live  in  Brantford.  Many  loads  I  so  drew  in  the 
hot  summer  days  in  1830.  In  addressing  juries  in  the 
country  where  agricultural  questions  came  up,  I  used  to 
tell  them,  "  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  was  once  a  farmer's 
boy  and  understand  all  about  a  farm,"  so  they  were  satis- 
fied with  my  course  of  argument.  Probably  no  lawyer  in 
Toronto  ever  addressed  more  country  juries  than  I  have 
since  1844  up  to  1880.  It  may  be  known  to  be  the  case  by 
Judge  Boyd,  who  used  to  go  with  me  at  times,  then  practising 
as  a  lawyer.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  now  Judges 
Falconbridge  and  Chancellor  Boyd,  as  well  as  the  County 
Court  Judge,  Mr.  Morgan,  then  in  Newmarket.  I  used  to 
have  some  curious  cases — ;jury  cases — before  Judge  Gowan, 
of  Barrie,  in  his  county.  One  I  might  allude  to,  it  is  short. 
It  was  about  the  identity  of  pigs  claimed  by  two  neighbors. 
It  is  strange  how  difficult  it  is  often  to  prove  the  identity 
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of  pigH,  dogs,  or  catfclo:  tliey  gi'ow  mo  fast  their  appear- 
ances change  greatly  in  a  year. 

THE   MONO   CASK    AHor T    A    HERD   OF    PIGS. 

Some  twenty-four  years  ago  it  came  up  before  a  jury. 
The  question  was  settled  chietly  by  the  pigs  knowing  the 
peculiar  calls  of  the  defendant's  family,  and  answering 
them.  My  client  lost  his  case :  I  was  for  the  plaintitl'. 
Dog  cases  of  this  kind  occur  in  towns  and  villages  more 
than  in  the  country.  Well,  in  these  cases,  as  in  all, 
truth  and  strict  justice  should  be  the  main  ends  of  law. 
Snap  verdicts  may  be  obtained  b}'^  an  elo(|uent,  skilfid 
lawyer,  but  it  is  no  satisfaction  secretly  to  him  or  any  one 
if  he  succeeds  by  trampling  on  truth  and  justice. 
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AN  OLD  LOG  COURT-HOUSE  ON  JOHN  STREET  IN  HAMILTON  IN 
1827-8-9. — A  GREAT  TRIAL  THERE  IN  1827. 

Will  any  of  my  readers  in  Hamilton  (and  some  will 
doubtless  read  my  book)  remember  this  log  court-house  ? 
I  fear  not,  for  it  is  over  sixtv-nine  vears  ajijo  that  I  was  in 
it  with  my  father  at  a  great  trial  there  in  August,  1827, 
reported  in  the  Gore  Gazdte  (now  in  my  possession),  pub- 
lished by  the  late  George  Gurnett,  at  Ancaster,  in  the 
old  Compact  interest.  A  long  time  ago,  this.  The  good  old 
Bible  says,  and  it  is  mostly  true  in  its  assertions,  "  Three 
scores  and  ten  are  the  age  of  men  ;  if  they  longer  live, 
life  but  trouble  gives."  Solomon  in  all  his  glory,  with  all  his 
wives  and  concubines, — chariots,  palaces,  gold,  great  temple 
and  vanities,  only  lived  about  seventy  years.  Take  up 
your  Bibles  and  see.  David,  his  father  before  him,  only 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and  then  was  feeble ; 
but  here  am  I,  at  the  age  of  near  eighty-six,  writing 
about  this   trial   that  took   place   sixty-nine  years  ago ! ! 
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This  ()l«l  court-hou.se  .stood  near  wliere  Mr.  Cattermole's 
board i 1 1}4' liouHo  stood  in  lSti4,  just  opposite  the  Hamilton 
court-liouso  s(|uar(',  oast  side  of  John  Street.  I  boarded  at 
this  house  for  about  two  years,  in  1834  and  part  of  1835, 
perhaps.  It  was  a  house  where  many  Scotcli  and  English 
gentlemen  boarded  and  some  ladies.  Suppose  I  mention 
a  few  names,  whose  owners — all  of  whon»  were  older  than 
I  was — now  passed  away  :  Colonel  Bowen,  an  Englisli- 
man :  Captain  Milne,  a  lieutenant  of  the  British  Navy,  son 
of  him  of  whom  I  spoke  as  the  friend  of  my  father  in 
early  times;  Mr.  Watson,  his  wife,  and  Miss  Maitland,  his 
wife's  sister.  Mr.  Watson  was  a  brewer,  once  lived  in 
Oakville.  Mr.  Cattermole  was  a  genuine  Knglishman, 
lived  in  this  house  for  perhaps  ten  years. 

In  1<S27,  my  father  took  me  to  this  old  court-house, 
and  there  were  few  better  anywhere.  He  seemed  to 
want  to  make  me  accustomed  to  courts.  There  was  much 
excitement  about  a  wicked  and  wanton  personal  assault 
made  upon  Mr.  George  Rolph,  of  Dundas,  by  some  dis- 
guised (so-called)  gentlemen  in  that  year.  At  first  they 
were  not  known,  many  never  known,  but  Dr.  James  Ham- 
ilton and  Titus  G.  Simons,  of  West  Flamboro,'  and  a  Mr. 
Robertson,  whom  I  never  knew  (the  others  I  did),  were 
found  out,  tried,  convicte<l  and  fined  .SSO  each,  that  is, 
Hamilton  and  Simons — Robertson  got  clear.  This  sum  at 
that  day  would  be  equal  to  S>200  now.  I  went  to  the  trial 
for  a  time  with  my  father.  jMr.  Justice  James  B.  Macaulay, 
then  of  York,  was  the  Judge,  assigned  specially  by  conunis- 
sion  to  try  this  special  case,  and  impartially  he  did  so,  as  he 
acted  in  every  case  he  ever  tried.  Di*.  John  Rolph,  Robert 
Baldwin  and  Dr.  William  Warren  Baldwin,  his  father,  acted 
for  George  Rolph  as  counsel.  Allan  N.  McNab  and  a  ]\Ir. 
Chewett  acted  for  the  defendants.  The  cause  of  the  out- 
rage arose  from  political  envy  and  private  hatred,  as  the 
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jmblic  tli()n;;ht.  T  think  Mr.  (u'or^^e  Rolph  was  electod  a 
ineinber  of  tlic  Le«;islaturo  in  1H28  at'tt'i*  the  trial,  shovvinjr 
wliat  tlio  piihlio  tlioii«^lit,  yet  the  inthionce  of  lii.s  enemios 
caused  his  removal  from  liis  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
soon  after,  a  removal  for  no  other  reason. 

There  is  a  criminal  history  attadunl  to  this  old  court- 
house. It  was  here  that  two  men  n!ime<l  Youni^,  living  in 
harton,  on  the  mountain,  were  tried  away  hack  in  1880, 
for  murdering;'  their  hired  inan.  TlK'y  were  convicted  on 
the  evidence  of  a  man  who  said  he  saw  the  supposed 
murdered  man  thrown  into  a  coal  pit  on  tire.  Some  bones 
were  found  which  doctors  (whom  I  don't  rememl)er)  testified 
were  the  remains  of  a  human  being.  So  the  two  Youngs 
were  convicted,  but  the  execution  of  death  was  delayed. 
The  supposed-to-be-murdered  man  returned  within  a  year 
or  less,  and  the  perjured  witness  was  then  tried  and  sen- 
tenced to  stand  in  the  pillory  in  the  stocks  in  the  Ham- 
ilton public  square  for  one  or  two  days,  his  neck  being  in 
a  yoke,  and  everyone  go.zing  at  him.  This  was  the  only 
case  that  ever  so  happened.  It  was  a  terrible  case  of 
perjury,  for  had  not  the  man  said  to  be  murdered  returned, 
the  two  Youngs  might  have  been  hung. 
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ANOTHER   CURIOUS   INCIDENT   IN   CHICAGO,    1840. 

It  was  from  this  old  court-house  which  had  a  goal  under 
or  attached  to  it,  that  an  Irishman  escaped  by  digging  out, 
who  had  been  convicted  of  rape  in  Brantford.  This  man 
was  afterwards  tried  in  Chicago  in  1840  when  I  was  there 
practising  law,  for  the  murder  and  rape  of  a  woman  who  lived 
up  the  north  branch  of  the  Chicago  River,  and  was  hung  on 
the  prairies,  a  mile  from  the  town.  The  evidence  was  cir- 
cumstantial only,  but  convinced  the  jury.  There  had  been  a 
great  struggle  in  a  wet  muddy  place,  and  the  prisoner 
seemed  in  the  struggle  to  have  had  a  piece  of  his  flannel 
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sliirt  collar  torn  oft"  wliich  had  a  jn^cuHar  kind  ol"  Idittoii 
on  it.  I'lie  button  mikI  piece  were  found  and  iclentilied 
by  a  woman  in  C'liica;;*)  who  sowed  on  the  button  for  tin? 
prisoner.  It  was  also  i)roved  that  ho  ha<I  niad<^  throats 
a<^ain.st  tiie  murdered  woman,  an<l  had  burnt  up  his  elothes 
in  his  hut  the  day  of  tiie  murih'r. 

A    NEW    COUKT-HOUSE    hUILT    ()K   .STONE,    1830. 

Tlio  ol«l  court-liouse  was  torn  down,  and  Peter  H. 
Hamilton,  my  l)rotliei-in-law.  was  tli<^  head  contractor,  who 
employed  a  builder  to  build  a  stone  court-house  on  the  spot 
wliero  the  present  s})l(!ndid  build in<^  stan<ls.  Tho  builder 
was  named  Hard  v.  Does  any  one;  now  remember  him  ' 
I  do,  and  saw  the  foundation  laid,  tlie  marks  of  tho  .sand 
du^'  out,  whore  once  tho  watei-  washed  it  up — the  marks  of 
water  plainly.  It  was  from  this  loo-  court-house  yoal, 
too,  that  two  other  men  were  hun^',  one  named  Vincent 
and  the  other  Nadley,  the  exact  dates  1  don't  remember. 

THE    WONDEUKUL     INSTIN(JT    OF     HIIID.S — WHAT    BECOAFES    (»F 
OUU    STTM.MER    HIUDS — WfM)    IJIKDS    IN    Ol'll    WINTER. 

I  used  in  olden  times  to  be  ^reatly  interested  in  this 
(jiiostion,  and  many  of  my  readers  may  be  now.  I  used  to 
hear  Hocks  of  wild  ^eesi;  at  ni^ht  flying  in  the  high  air, 
crying  as  they  came  near  water,  "  Hong,  hong,  hung, 
hong,"  and  likewise  the  whistling  of  inmnnerable  flocks  of 
ducks  up  in  the  air,  all  going  .south,  probably  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  South  or  North  Carolina.  Curiosity  often  made 
me  ask  where  do  our  sweet  little  birds  go,  and  I  find  they 
go  south  to  Texas  and  other  distant  lands,  winter  there 
and  return  to  bless  us  with  their  songs  in  the  spring. 

Until  January  last  I  had  a  grandson  named  after  me. 
who  was  a  son  of  my  daughter,  Mrs,  Julia  Isabella 
Oldright,  formerly  of  Toronto.  He  was  a  student  in  the 
10 
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UniviTHitv  of  'IVxas.  IukI  Ik-cm  two  year.s  in  (u'rniany  at 
nniversitij's  tliorc,  n'tuniftl   to  Texas  in   \H\)r),  and   wju*  a 
lecturer  on    liinloi^y  in  tlie  said  Alum   MaU'v,  when  a  very 
sudden  and  lainentahie  attack  of  violent  diphtheria  carried 
him  ott' on  the    IDth  day  of  .lanuaiy.  J.SIMI.      Me  was  paw- 
siodjitely  fond  of  hinls,  a  ;(reat  oiiiitholo^^ist,  had  heen  in 
Toronto  some  ten  years  a;j,()  and   knew  our  hirds,  was  well 
ae«juainte«l   witi»   them  and   tlie  'I'exas  l)irds.      In    I.SQO  he 
wrote  me  a  foml  lettei-  ahout  the  Texan  and  Canadian  birds, 
whieli  1   herein   insert  to  show  where  oui*  l)ir<ls  \to  in  the 
winter.      It  will    he    I'ead  with    interest,    no    douht.      His 
description  of  the  m(»ckin}^-V»ird  and  of  the  southern    red 
bird   is  very  particular  and   Hue.     We  have  these  birds  in 
cam's  in  Toronto.      I  ha\('  had   them,  and  I  heard  and  twiw 
tlieiri  in  Texas  in    I8.S1    wlien  tliere.      When  lyinj;  in  bed 
in  'IV'xas  at  dayli«^ht  the  m()ckin«(-bird  use<l  to  sin^'  close  to 
my  window.    Tiiis  bii*d  is  the  best  mimic  in  tlie  world.     Its 
pluma<^e    is   plain,   its    powers   of    imitation    unsurpassed. 
The  death  of  my  <;randson,  so  sudden,  in  his  brif^ht  youth, 
witii  ijreat  prospects  of  success  in  the  world,  was  not  only 
a  terrible  shock  to  his  parents,  but  was  a  matter  of  deep 
rej^ret    to    all    his    IViends    everywhere.      If    we    had    no 
expectation    of    a<^ain    meeting    in    a    better,   a    brighter 
world  of  spirits,  it  would  be  more  so.     We  expect  to  meet 
again;  the  best  of  tlie  departed  and  the  best  of  the  living 
have  held  and  have  this  hope.     King  David,  when  he  last 
a   son,  said,  "I  cannot  bring  him    back,  but   nmst   go  to 
him."     This  is  the  letter  spoken  of: 

"  Au.sTK\,  Texas,  March  21a<,  1890. 
"  Dear  Gkaxdi'.x, — 

"1  will  try  now  to  fulfil  my  long  neglected  duty  of  writing  to 
you.  As  I  know  you  will  like  to  hear  about  the  birds  you  used  to 
admire  so  much  wlien  you  were  here,  I  will  try  to  say  something 
about  them.     The  mocker  is,  of  course,  pre-ennnent.     I  read  some- 
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where  nnt  long  ngo  tlmt  tlio  iiiooking-ltird  dnen  itot  iinitiitn  tho  not<  t 
of  any  bird  except  at  Hiu  HoaHoti  wlioii  that  bird  in  found,  and  I  havu 
found  tliiH  rttatouuuit  to  ho  truu  ;  in  thu  winttM-  the  nioi-ker  does  not 
8in^'  much,  and  iinitatoH  only  thu  birdH  coninion  around  it,  but  in  tlit\ 
Hprin^;  the  niockin^^-hird  welconutH  each  new  bird-arrival  with  a  sonj; 
more  TnuUuliouH  than  even  that  «if  tho  bird  itsolf.  The  niocking-birti 
does  improve  on  the  Hong  of  the  birdn  it  hears;  for  iuHtance,  thu 
Mexican  canary,  which  you  probably  remember,  has  a  hurried,  unfiii- 
ished  song,  which  our  mimic  neatly  HnisheH.  The  other  day  I  heHr<l 
a  mocker  imitatin.<{  a  king-tiHlier,  whose  harsh,  rattling  notes,  thoui;h 
still  recogni»ible,  were  rendered  almost  mu.sical. 

"Tho  treoH  are  now  green,  warblers  are  trilling  thoir  insect-like  son;;* 
from  thoir  tops,  lark  sparrows  are  singing  in  all  tho  grassy  places,  th« 
loud  whistling  of  tho  red-birds  issues  from  every  chnnp  of  bushes,  and 
tho  first  humming-birds  flit  to  and  fro  amongst  tho  newly  opened 
flowers  ;  in  fact,  one  can  seo  half  of  the  l(5l?  species  of  birds  which  are' 
found  here,  in  a  day's  tramp. 

"  I  have  seen  nearly  all  of  tho  summer  birds  in  Canada  around  Austin 
in  the  winter  or  spring ;  birds  like  the  robin,  Baltimore  oriole,  highholr, 
grey  bird,  chippie,  and  I  regret  to  say,  the  "English  Sparrow."  This 
pest  has  become  (juito  common  in  Austin  in  tho  last  two  or  three  years, 
before  which  time  it  was  unknown. 

"  It  was  such  a  pity  that  Toronto  University  was  burned,  on  account 
of  carelessness  ;  I  spent  many  pleasant  hours  in  that  grand  collection 
of  books  in  the  library,  I  fear  that  some  of  them  can  never  be 
replaced. 

•'  Well,  I  am  feeling  too  badly,  have  a  headache  and  cold,  to  write 

any  more  now. 

"  Your  affectionate  grandson, 

"Charles  Duranh  Oldbtoht." 


BEAUTIFUL   CHIIJ- 


-VVANTING   TO   GO   THERE    IN  1826 — 
THE   CHOLERA. 


My  father  took  quite  a  fancy  to  go  to  this  beautiful 
country,  and  was  continually  talking  to  ua  about  going 
there.  He  purchased  a  number  of  books  giving  statistics 
of  it.     I  road  them  with  gi-eat  avidity,  and  tried  to  master 
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the  Spanisli  language  and  tlie  Indian  language,  in  wliicli  1 
became  partly  proficient. 

There  wan  tlien  a  large  hod}^  of  Indians  in  that  country, 
and  it  was  described  as  a  loverly  country  with  a  very  even 
temperature.  We  are  all  fond  oi'  reading  about  the  great 
altitude  of  the  Andes  mountains,  next  to  the  Himalayas  the 
highest  in  the  world.  We  read  with  great  interest  of  the 
great  birds  called  the  condoi',  the  most  savage  and  largest 
of  the  eagle  tribe.  These  books,  of  which  I  was  so  fond, 
were  burnt  up  with  many  others  in  the  fire  which 
destroyed  our  old  Grand  River  house  in  1829. 

This  desire  to  go  to  Chili  was  for  several  3^cars  a  burning 
one  with  all  of  us.  Since  that  time  and  in  recent  years, 
wars  with  Peru  have  greatly  disturbed  the  country,  and  of 
course  caused  ill  blood  ])etween  neighboring  Republics. 
These  South  American  Spanish  Republics,  although  called 
enlightened,  are  semi-civilized.  It  may  be,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  just  as  well  my  father  never  carried  out  his 
intentions,  which  were  partly  fanciful.  These  South 
American  Republics  do  nut  make  such  progress  as  free 
Protestant  countiies  would  do. 


il 


■ill 

WHAT   ABOUT   THE   (iREAT    EMKniATION    OF  1832? 

I  was  then  boarding  with  old  Mr.  George  Care}^  and 
this  being  the  only  good  hotel,  all  genteel  emigrants 
stopped  there.  I  must  tell  of  two  of  whom  I  took  par- 
ticular notice,  and  who  talked  a  good  deal  with  me  and 
every  one.  One  was  a  little  man,  but  learned,  named 
Dr.  Thomas  Rolph — in  after  years  a  dal)bler  in  Canadian 
politics — edited  a  paper  of  some  kind  at  Ancaster,  where 
he  lived  for  a  time — took  the  part  of  the  Family  Compact — 
was  there  in  1887.  He  was  of  middle  age.  The  other 
a  jovial  man,  no  doubt  a  disciple  of  the  school  of  Epicurus. 
He  was  a  perfect  atheist,  a  man  of  over  middle  age,  but 
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wholly  iudilfercnt  to  religion,  laughed  at  it,  in  tact  ho  kept 
up  the  greatest  ffood  nature  about  death  and  a  future  world. 
Perhaps  I  can  best  descriV)e  him  as  a  disciple  of  the  old 
Grecian  Epicurus,  of  Hume,  Gibbons,  Voltaire,  and  the 
French  and  English  deists  and  atheists.  "  What  is  the  use 
of  bothering  one's  self  about  a  future  life — laugh  and  pass  off 
life  in  a  jolly,  good  way — live  as  best  we  can — don't  mind 
death — when  it  conies  it  is  our  friend — the  world  is  to  be 
enjoyed  and  life  laugheil  at."  Such  sentiments  wei*e 
continually  in  his  moutli.  He  was  rich,  genteel,  well  bred, 
healthy. 

JOLLY    EMIGRANTS    OF    VARIOUS    OPINIONS. 

Dr.  Thomas  Rolph  would  say  to  hlin,  "Don't  be 
an  atheist.  There  is  a  God,  but  as  for  Christianity,  it  is 
all  fudge — a  religion  of  supreme  sentiments,  but  only 
man's  invention — perhaps  the  best  that  we  can  get."  Such 
were  the  sentiments  of  these  two  educated,  learned 
Englishmen,  and  such  are  the  secret  sentiments  of  many  of 
what  is  called  educated  society,  men  and  women,  when 
secretly  known  everywhere  in  Europe  and  America  to-day. 
I  listened  to  them,  did  not  agree  with  tliem,  and  wrote  a 
good  deal,  partly  in  papers,  partly  in  manuscript,  now  in 
my  possession. 

A   DIALOGUE    BETWEEN    BROTHERS   ON   RELIGION. 

Whether  from  such  convei'sations  as  the  above  or  other 
cause,  I  can't  say,  but  in  this  year,  a  large  manuscript, 
in  the  shape  of  a  dialogue,  formally,  between  me,  my 
brothers  Henry,  Ferdinav'^  and  x\.lonzo,  was  written  by  me 
in  a  shape  to  be  published  (and  could  be  yet),  about  all 
sides  in  religion.  First  one  brother  argued  as  a  deist,  the 
next  as  an  atheist,  the  third  as  an  agnostic,  or  person  of 
pure  indifference,  having  no  fixed  opiiiions,  something  like 
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the  oW  jolly  Englisliiiian  I  have  described;  the  rourth  my- 
self in  my  name,  argued  in  favor  of  the  truth  and  alwolute 
necessity  of  religion  and  revelation  from  (Jod  to  man. 
Arguing  pro  and  con  with  my  three  brothers,  the  con- 
clusion vv^as  that  religion  was  necessary,  that  God  had 
revealed  himself  to  man,  and  that  Jesus  Christ  was  from 
(Jod,  and  His  Gospel  necessary  and  true.  Sixty-foiu"  years 
have  yellowed  over  the  paper  some,  but  it  is  easily  i*ead. 
I  had  read  all  phases  of  belief  about  religion  in  all  nations 
in  books  whenever  I  could  lay  my  hands  on  them  since  I  was 
eighteen  and  twenty.  The  Pythagorean  doctrines,  Con- 
fucius' philosophy,  the  doctrines  of  the  Sun  worshippers, 
the  Brahmins,  the  Mahometans,  the  Jews  and  tlie  great 
Asiatic  Buddha  were  all  more  or  less  known  to  me — not  so 
much  as  now^ — and  my  conclusion  as  an  arguer  was,  that 
Christianity  was  true.  This  book  is  still  in  my  hands. 
Often  have  I  spoken  to  others  (Cliristians  in  1838-4)  about 
it.  I  once  spoke  to  old  Mrs.  Richard  Beasley  (who  had 
become  very  religious)  about  this  manuscript  in  1833  when 
I  was  giving  much  time  to  religious  work  in  Sunday 
Schools  and  otherwise.  She  approved  of  it  very  much  as 
I  was  young.  In  this  year  I  came  under  deep  religious 
thought  and  impressions,  about  which  I  will  speak  when 
describing  the  sudden  and  terrible  death  of  my  father  in 
March,  1883.  My  impressions  on  the  subject  have  not 
changed.  If  Christianity  is  false,  if  Christ  was  a  henevo- 
lemt  impostor,  where,  oh,  where  are  we  to  seek  for  or  lind 
truth  y  Wlien  I  say  wliat  the  under-current  belief  of  the 
gay  theatre-going,  horse-racing,  gambling  society  people, 
men  and  women  in  tlie  civilized  world  is,  I  nnist  not  be 
understood  as  saying  that  tliere  is  not  a  great  number  of 
excellent  men  and  women  who  believe  not  (as  I  do)  in  God 
and  Christ  Jesus,  whose  practice  is  in  accordance  with 
their  belief  honest  and  upright. 
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Tlie  Honorable  Williain  McDoiit^all,  who  travelled  some 
twenty  years  ao;o  a  «^ood  deal  all  over  Kurope,  told  i:ie  at 
that  time  he  found  Knropean  »^enteel  and  educated  society 
steeped  in  intidel  )>eliet'.  I  once,  about  thirty  years  ago, 
conversed  with  a  lawyer  who  is  now  high  up  in  promotion 
on  the  Bench,  on  the  subject  of  religion.  He  said,  "  I  am 
indifferent  to  it,  I  have  travelled  a  great  deal,  read  a  great 
deal,  travelled  all  over  California  when  young  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  just  let  the  world  wag  on  its 
way.  I  will  take  life  easy  and  run  the  chance."  Many  a 
man  (many  a  lawyer,  too)  has  said  the  same  to  n>e.  Yet 
there  is  such  a  thini>:  as  moral  truth  and  true  religion  ! 
Among  the  (Jreeks  there  were  various  schools  of  thought. 
Epicurus  was  for  pleasure  and  virtue  if  virtue  was  not  in 
the  way  of  pleasure.  The  Peripatetic  philosophy  allowed 
pleasure  and  virtue  in  moderation  in  theii-  philosophers. 
There  was  a  school  who  believed  in  pleasiire  only  as  there 
is  now.  Among  the  emigrants  there  was  a  married  gentle- 
man who  believed  in  the  pleasure  of  marriage.  It  was  about 
this  time  that  Collin  Ferrie,  who  married  Miss  Catherine 
Beasley,  a  beautiful  lady,  jMr.  Brown,  John  Young,  a  mer- 
chant, the  Hopes,  Mr.  Jas.  Osboi-ne,  Mr.  B(i<f^,  whom  I  njet  in 
Detroit  last  year,  and  others,  came  to  Hamilton.  All  of  these 
young  Scotch  gentlemen  became  in  after  years  prosperous 
and  wealtliy.  Mi'.  Brown  Ixjarded  at  (^aroy's  imi  with  me, 
was  sick  thej-e;  died  vouno',  and  was  too  wild.  Mi-.  John 
Young  marrie<l  a  Miss  Coleman  and  lived  a  long  time  in 
ICamilton.  The  l)ooks  say  that  the  great  French  deist  and 
atheist  Voltaire,  renowned  all  ovei-  the  world  for  his  learning 
and  wit  which  greatly  promoted  the  French  revolution  at 
the  end  of  tlie  last  century,  once  said,  Ijoastingly,  "  Twelve 
men  established  Christianity.  I.  one  man,  will  destroy  it." 
Did  he  do  so  i  Since  his  time  the  Wesleys  have  preache<l, 
great  and  eminent  divines  have  preached  and  moved  all  the 
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worM  witli  their  oratorv,  and  elovatod  Clirist  and  Chris- 
tianity  nion;  than  it  ever  was  bcvt'orc.  l^ivori  now  a  Mo()d3' 
lives  w1k>  ean  move  any  conimunity  to  tears  and  religious 
feeling  ;  a  Spurgeon  and  a  Punshon  have  lived  :  3.Tethodisni 
has  «;TOwn  to  have  five  and  a  half  million  followers;  Prcvs- 
l)yt<'rianism  has  nearly  as  many,  and  Christianity  and  mis- 
sionary work  never  were  so  prosperous.  So  Christianity 
lives,  will  live  on,  and  so  will  its  opposite,  infidelity.  Many 
a  poor  advocate  of  Christ's  gos])el,  like  Bunyan  and 
Haxtcj-,  will  live  in  memory,  have  influence,  when  Voltaire 
is  forgotten  !     The  world  nuist  have  a  religion. 


lU'T   TlIK    ClIOF.EllA   CAME    I'l'ON    IS    IN   1832. 

Its  wings  of  death  came  with  Eui'opr's  emigrant  throng  to 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  causing  thousands  of  deaths. 
I  see  that  Mr.  Lindsey  in  his  life  of  W.  L.  Mackenzie,  says, 
"that  oni!  in  every  twenty  <lied  in  Toi'onto  in  1884,  and  as 
manv  in  l(S.'>2."  Some  of  mv  mothers  relations  died  in 
Haniiiton  on  the  Burlington  Heights.  I  will  pass  on  to  its 
description.  This  terrible  disease  carried  off  many  well- 
known  citizens  in  one  day.  A  young  man,  a  tailor,  named 
Whittimore,  walked  down  John  Street  to  the  lake,  was 
taken  sick  on  his  way  home  and  died  the  same  night.  T 
have  in  a  book  an  account  of  what  took  place,  and  my 
thoughts  and  feelinos  about  it.  But  I  was  not  in  Hamil- 
ton  all  the  sunnner — as  I  liave  said,  was  sick  with  fever 
all  through  August  at  ])undas.  Jn  fact,  had  quite  a 
dan'„;erous  attack  of  fever  until  the  autunni  of  1882.  As 
usual  with  me,  as  I  was  getting  well  I  Wcilked  into  the 
fields  and  woods  in  September  and  saw  ^'^e  beautiful  birds 
preparing  to  leave  for  the  south,  feeding  on  the  autumn 
berries  of  all  kinds,  and  thus  enjoyed  myself  until  Octoljer, 
when  I  returned  to  my  office  duties.  Death  from  cholera 
had  carried  oft  many  in  the  summer. 


OF   TORONTO,    rJAlltlSTKll. 


HM 


MV    JtlUnilKKS    KKXllV,    FEKDIXAXD    AND    A[,()\ZO. 

Durin<;',  or  at  tlie  close  of  1832,  tliOHo  tlnv^r  Itrothors 
went  to  Adelaide  village  and  towiiHliip  in  Middlispix 
County — about  fourteen  miles  west  of  London,  Canada,  od 
the  River  Thames,  not  far  from  the  Indian  mission  at  Mo- 
raviantown — the  first  two  to  open  a  country  mei  chant  store, 
and  the  last  to  assist  in  it.  It  was  upon  the  advice  of  our 
father,  who  had  al)Out  that  time  early  in  iH-i'2  visited  the 
western  part  of  Canada  and  liou^ht  two  hundre'd  aci'es  of 
land  at  Port  Sarnia,  coverini^  a  f^ood  part  of  the  town  of 
Sarnia. 

The  goods  in  the  store  had  been  chiefly  bou^-ht  <^f  my 
brother  James  Durand,  tlien  carrvinii"  on  a  lartre  stoie  in 
Dundas.  Our  father  was  drivinf^  about  a  gooii  deal  in  his 
double-horse  cari'iage  all  over  the  western  counties.  He 
had  made  a  sale  of  his  ( Irand  River  farm  to  an  Englishman 
named  Such,  in  that  year,  and  I  was  most  of  the  time  at 
Hamilton,  except  my  two  months'  sickness  spoken  of  at 
Dundas.  Tlie  cholera  abated  and  left  Hamilton  as  soon  a.s 
the  cold  weather  came  on  in  the  autunni. 


EDITOR   JOHNSON     OF   THE     "  WESTERN    MEHCUKY." 

One  of  its  victims  was  this  gentleman,  a  man  of  educa- 
tion who  came  out  from  Ireland  in  probably  1881.  He 
carried  on  the  paper  in  the  interest  of  the  Family  Compact. 
Another  victim  was  a  tailor  named  Whittimore,  a  fine 
young  man,  one  would  Iuin  e  thought  the  last  to  go.  Gen- 
erally, the  cholera  of  1832  and  1834,  attacked  persons  who 
were  addicted  to  dissipateil  habits,  especially  drunkards, 
but  all  who  lived  irreo-nlarh'.  Whittimore  was,  on  the 
contrary,  very  temperate  and  regular  in  habits  He  wa.s 
attacked  on  going  down  to  the  lake  on  John  Street,  an<l 
died  the  same  day,  although  well  in  the  morning.     This  is 
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before  alluded  to,  yet  Whittiuiore's  dejitli  cjuised  unusual 
excitement.  I  nuule  a  note  of  it  in  a  Ixx^k  in  my  posses- 
sion at  the  time.  My  father  was  «juit(!  f«'arful  of  it,  but 
was  never  attacked.  I  was  not  at  all  fearful,  if  my  'iiary 
at  the  time  be  correct,  and  that  is  too  my  recollection. 

The  year  rolleil  on,  and  we  entered  on  IS^W  fearful  of 
the  return  of  the  cholera,  which,  strange  to  say — and 
strange  to  all  of  that  ao;«? —skipped  the  year  in  America 
and  Europe  too,  in  its  effects,  but  came  on  in  1834  more 
violent  than  in  1S82. 

ruK  K.Mir,i?A'n<>\  hotte. 

It  followed  the  sti-eam  of  emigration  everywhere,  and 
the  poor  emigrants  suMered  death  very  largely.  I  am  not 
going  in  this  chapter  to  say  nmch  here,  save  the  dread 
it  caused  all  over  the  world.  It  was  said,  as  reported  in 
the  new.spapers,  to  hav(;  caused  the  d(iath  of  one  in  every 
twenty  persons  in  1884  in  Toronto. 

In  1<S38  a  very  sudden  and  melancholy  misfortune  Ixjfell 
our  famih'  by  the  loss  of  our  father  early  in  March,  to 
which  I  will  devote  an  aiticle  h(M-eafter.  Tt  had  the  effect 
of  injuring  tlie  business  of  Henry  and  Feniinand,  of  greatly 
incommoding  me  in  life  in  monetary  matters,  as  my  pros- 
pects of  ol^taining  my  profession  were  interfered  with. 
For  a  tinu'  so  groat  was  mv  ii'rief  that  I  had  an  idea  of 
even  changing  my  profe.ssion  to  that  of  the  sacred  calling 
of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  to  which  in  a  future  chapter 
I  will  more  fully  refer. 

The  year  1838  was  fatal  to  emigration  prospects,  and  on 
the  whole  a  quiet  one  in  Canada,  althouixh  excitingf  in 
England  on  account  of  the  Reform  Bill  agitation. 
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CHAI/TEK  VI. 

The  war  of  1812 — Remarks  on  it — Causes  of  it  -  Na[)oleoii  determine*! 
to  crush  England — Brock's  proclamation — The  Ike,  a  |).'i]>er 
owned  and  published  by  the  late  James  Durand,  sen.,  at  Niagara 
in  1812,  inserted  this  proclamation  as  it  reads  below — The 
population  of  the  western  district  and  of  Upper  Canada — The 
taking  of  Detroit  and  Hull — The  Battle  of  Queenstowji  -Tiie 
bravery  of  the  Indians  under  Tecumseh. 


I  INSERT  below  the  pi'oclaination  of  the  PreHideut  of  the  Civil 
Ooverninent  of  Up[)or  Canada,  as  well  as  the  coininander 
at  the  same  time  of  its  military  forces.  'J'here  were  other 
papers  than  the  Bee  probably  in  which  it  appeared  in  Upper 
(Janada,  but  none  in  the  western  part  of  it. 

This  paper,  like  all  of  the  first  }:apers  in  our  province, 
was  small,  and  as  I  saw  the  original  copy,  can  give  its  size. 

The  number  I  saw  was  obtained  from  the  family  of  the 
late  County  Judge,  Richard  Miller,  Esq.,  of  Gait,  County 
Judge  for  many  years  over  Waterloo.  He  had  obtained  it 
from  his  father, Miller,  lCs(j.,  of  Niagara,  in  his  life- 
time, the  father  having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  war  of 
1812  and,  I  think,  was  at  the  battle  of  J3eaver  Dams,  when 
the  American  army  under  Col.  I'oelstei-,  live  hundred  and 
forty  strong,  officoi's  and  men,  was  surprised  and  surren- 
dered to  Col.  FitzGibbon, 

The  Bee  was  not  more  tlian  ciightcen  iiicli(!s  long  by  a 
foot  wide,  and  contained  two  sheets  that  siz<'.  When  £ri*8t 
published,  and  how  often,  I  can't  tell.    It  was  full  of  letters 
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ari'l  appeals  to  tlu'  Canadians  to  take  up  arms  and  main- 
tain their  independence,  defying'  tlu^  threatened  invjusion 
of  Canada  by  Ocneral  Hull  at  Detroit. 

'I'iiis  ])roelamation  ol'  Sir  Isaac  Brock  contains  the 
irii'ormfition  not  noticed  by  me  before,  and  perhaps  most 
Canadians  never  have  read  it.  It  in  oM'ect  says  that  the 
American.s  had  j;iven  NapokM)n  to  understand  that  if  they 
Cf^nquered  the  Canadas,  tliey  wouM  liand  over  to  French 
Control  what  had  been  taken  from  them  by  Enokiiid  in  the 
French  wars,  and  at  Quebec  by  WoU'o  in  1759.  Napoleon 
was  to  help  tlie  Americans  by  his  moral  and  commercial 
influences  in  Eiu'ope — in  effect,  to  be  their  ally. 

^^no'land,  from  I.SOO  to  1812,  was  abandoned  by  the 
European  nations,  who  wore  under  Napoleon's  military 
control.  Only  this  brave  lion  of  the  world  and  of  the  seas 
withstood  the  threats  and  power  of  the  great  monster  of 
France,  who  defied  God  and  man,  trampled  upon  all  that  was 
leligious  and  lawi'id,  disregarded  his  duty  to  his  wife,  used 
his  French  soldiers  as  puppets  to  kick  about,  murrler  and 
destroy  to  suit  his  bloody  and  infamous  designs  on  the 
world. 

The  American  Republic,  although  of  the  same  kith  and 
kin,  the  same  language  and  religion,  from  motives  of 
revenge,  and  from  motives  to  put  down  all  English  rule  in 
America  (a  motive  still  restless  in  their  breasts),  preferred 
a  tyrant's  friendship,  a  vile  dictator  over  the  trend>ling 
nations  of  Europe,  to  the  free  Protestant  nation  of  England, 
which  had  for  a  thousand  years  sustained  the  only  true 
liberty  there  was  in  the  world,  a  nation  from  which  the 
Americans  had  imbibed  their  love  of  free  government. 

It  was  Napoleon's  opportunity  to  get  back  a  debt  which 
the  Americans  owed  France  for  Lafayette's  assistance  in 
the  American  Kevolutionarv  War,  and  the  Americans' 
opportunity  to  again  foist  France  and  the  Pope  on  Canada. 


OF    TOIIONTO,    I'.AUmsTKH. 


1«: 


It  was  an  nnprineiplod  poHition  for  a  nutloii  calliti^ 
thoins(3lves  llopul)licans  to  bo  in.  Fresi«lont  Madison,  at 
Waalun^'ton,  was  tlie  cause.  It  was  pretended  that  tliK 
Americans  were  injured  by  tlie  ''  orders  in  council  "  iu 
Enj^land,  ^ivin^  Entjland  the  ri^lit  to  search  Anu^-ican 
vessels  for  En<^lisli  saihjrs,  which  (jrders  were  repealeii 
b  'fore  tlie  war  connnenced,  and  this  the;  Americans  kntiw 
and  <lisre<;-arded.  The  Americans  liad  also  made  up  their 
minds  to  have  a  war,  and  for  several  years  before  1812  had 
been  preparing;'  a  military  expedition  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky. 
The  Indians  were  gent^-ally  in  favor  of  England  in  th  ■ 
North- West.  These  tlie  Americans  wanted  also  to  extirpate, 
destroy  or  punish  for  past  acts.  So  the  great  expedition 
of  General  Hull,  of  Detroit,  was  arranged  and  made  i-eadj, 
to  invad(3  and  conquer  the  little,  dispersed  population  of 
Canada.  Lower  Canada  they  would  invade  from  the  New 
England  States.  It  Mas  owing  to  the  vigorous  and  brave 
sudden  attack  of  Sir  Isaac  Brock  that  this  great  expedition 
was  destroyed.  A  cowardly  proclamation  to  the  (^anadiauH 
had  been  spread  over  the  western  counties  b}'  Hull,  with 
very  little  effect.  Let  us  now  read  this  proclamation  of  the 
brave  Sir  Isaac  Brock. 

The  original  taken  from  the  Bee,  an  early  paper  print^sd 
at  Niagara  <luring  the  war  of  1812. 


PROCLAMATION. 

The  unpiMvoked  declaration  of  war,  l)y  the  United  States  of  Ainericj.i, 
against  the  United  Kingdom,  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  it« 
dependencies,  has  been  followed  by  the  actual  invasion  of  thia 
province  in  a  remote  frontier  of  the  western  district  by  a  detachment 
of  the  armed  force  of  the  United  States.  The  officer  commanding 
that  detachment  has  thought  proper  to  invite  His  Majesty's  subjecbn 
not  merely  to  a  quiet  and  unresisting  submission,  but  insult.s  them 
with  a  call  to  seek  voluntarily  the  protection  of  his  Government, 
Without  condescending  to  repeat  the  illiberal  epithets  bestowed  in  thi.n 
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appeal  of  the  Aii.jrican  eomiiiuntlcr  to  the  people  of  Upper  CanaUa, 
«>ii  the  aJmini.stmtion  oi  HIh  Mijosty,  every  inhabitant  of  tht» 
Province  is  dosirtitl  to  neek  the  confutation  of  such  indecent  slander 
in  the  review  of  his  own  particular  circuuistaticoa.  Where  is  th«> 
C^madian  Huhject  who  can  truly  atKrni  to  himself  that  he  has  been 
injured  by  the  (»t)vernnient  in  his  person,  his  liberty  or  his  property  I 
Where  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  w  »rld,  a  growth  so  rapid 
in  wealth  and  jirosperity  as  this  colony  er'  '  •♦■« — settled  not  thirty 
years  by  a  band  of  veterans  exiled  from  ormer  possessions  on 

account  of  their  loyalty  f  Not  a  descendant  i  these  brave  people  is  to 
bo  found,  who  under  the  fostering  liberty  of  their  sovereign,  has  not 
aci|uired  a  projjcrty  and  means  of  enjoyment  superior  to  what  were 
possessed  by  their  ancestors.  This  une(|ualled  prosperity  could  not 
have  boon  attained  by  the  utmost  liberality  of  the  (iovornment  or  the 
persevering  industry  of  the  people  had  not  the  maritime  power  of  the 
Mother  Country  .secured  to  its  colonists  a  safe  access  to  every  market 
where  the  produce  of  their  labor  was  in  demand. 

The  unavoidable  and  immediate  consecjuence  of  a  separation  from 
(Treat  Britain,  must  be  the  loss  of  this  inestimable  advantage.  And 
what  is  oliored  you  in  exchange  f  To  become  a  territory  of  the  United 
States  and  share  with  them  that  exclusion  from  the  ocean  which  the 
policy  of  their  present  Government  enforces.  You  are  not  even  flat- 
tered with  a  participation  of  their  boasted  independence,  and  it  is  but 
Uto  obvious  that  once  exchanged  from  the  powerful  protection  of  the 
United  Kingdom  you  must  be  reannexed  to  the  Dominion  of  France, 
from  which  the  provinces  of  Canada  were  wrested  by  the  arms  of 
Oreat  Britain,  at  a  vast  expense  of  blood  and  treasure,  from  no  other 
motive  but  to  relieve  her  ungrateful  children  from  the  oppression  of 
a  cruel  neighbor.  This  restitution  of  Canada  to  the  Empire  of 
France  was  the  stipulate*!  reward  for  the  aid  afforded  to  the  revolted 
colonies,  now  tlie  United  States.  The  debt  is  still  due,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  the  pledge  has  been  renewed  as  a  consideration  for 
commercial  advantages,  or  rather  for  an  expected  relaxation  in  the 
tyranny  of  France  over  the  commercial  world.  Are  you  prepared, 
inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada,  to  become  willing  subjects,  or  rather 
slaves,  to  the  despot  who  rules  the  nations  of  Europe  with  a  rod  of 
iron  ?  If  not,  arise  in  a  body,  exert  your  energies,  co-operate  cordially 
with  the  King's  regular  forces  to  repel  the  invader,  and  do  not  give 
cause  to  your  children  when  groaning  under  the  oppression  of  a  foreign 
master  to  reproach  you  with  having  too  easily  parted  with  the  richest 
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inheritance  of  tliiis  oiirtli  — h  participHtion  in  the  mmic,  charter,  and 
freedom  of  Britons. 

The  saino  spirit  of  justice,  which  will  make  every  ruasonablo 
allowMnce  for  thu  unsuccesHful  utfortH  of  /.eal  iuul  loyalty,  will  not  fail 
to  piuiish  tho  defalcation  of  principle.  Every  Ciinadiun  freeholder  ia 
by  deliberate  choice  bound  by  the  most  solemn  oaths  to  defend  the 
nu>iiarchy  a»  well  as  his  own  property.  To  shrink  from  that  engage 
iiuMit  is  a  treason  not  to  bo  for<^iven.  Ii\.t  no  man  suppose  that  if  in 
this  unexpected  struggle  His  Majesty's  arms  should  be  compelled  t^> 
yield  to  an  ovorwlielming  force,  that  the  Province  will  bo  eventually 
abandoned.  The  endeared  relation  of  its  first  settlers,  the  intrinsic 
value  of  its  commerce  and  the  pre  tensions  of  its  |)Owerful  rival  to 
repossess  tho  Canadas,  are  pledges  that  no  peace  will  be  established 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ot  whicih 
the  restoration  of  these  provinces  does  not  make  the  most  prominent 
condition. 

Bo  not  dismayed  at  the  unjustifiable  threat  of  the  commander  of 
the  enemies  forces,  to  refuse  (piarter  should  an  Indian  appear  in  the 
ranks.  The  brave  bauds  of  natives  whicli  inhabit  this  colony,  were, 
like  His  Majesty's  subjects,  punished  for  their  zeal  and  fidelity  by  tho 
loss  of  their  possessions  in  the  late  colonies,  and  rewarded  by  Hi-< 
Majesty  with  hvnds  of  superior  value  in  this  province.  The  faith  of 
the  British  Government  has  never  yet  been  violated  ;  they  feel  that 
the  soil  they  inherit  is  to  them  and  their  posterity  protected  from  thi> 
base  acts  so  frequently  devised  to  overreach  their  simplicity.  By 
what  nev/  principle  are  they  to  be  y)revented  from  defending  their 
property?  If  their  warfare  from  being  different  from  that  of  the 
wiiite  people  is  more  terrible  to  the  enemy,  let  him  retrace  his  steps. 
They  seek  him  not,  and  cannot  expect  to  find  women  and  children  in 
an  invading  army.  But  they  are  men,  and  have  equal  rights  with  all 
other  mea  to  defend  themselves  and  their  property  when  invaded, 
more  especially  when  they  find  in  the  enemies  camp  a  ferocious  and 
mortal  foe  using  the  same  warfare  which  the  American  commander 
affects  to  reprobate. . 

This  inconsistent  and  unjustifiable  threat  of  iefusing  quarter  for 
such  a  cause  as  being  found  in  arms  with  a  brother-sufferer  in  defence 
of  invaded  rights,  must  be  exercised  with  certain  assurance  of  retalia- 
tion, not  only  in  the  limited  operations  of  war  in  this  part  of  the 
King's  dominions,  but  in  t  ry  quarter  of  the  globe,  for  the  national 
character  of  Britain  is  not  less  distinguished  for  humanity  than  atriot 
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r«ti'tl)Utivo  juHtioo,  whicli  will  ooiinider  the  cxociihoii  of  tliiH  iiiliuiii'nt 
thre;it  hh  n  duliheratu  inunlur,  for  wltich  uvery  uiihjocb  of  thu  otfundiiig 
|>i)wur  iiiUHb  itiaku  uxpiutioii. 

ISAAC  HKOCK, 

^f^^j.^Q(')l.  ami  Vren'ahnt. 
HAAiigiAUTEUs  K(»u'r  (JtomiK, 

2l.'najri.v,  IHlii. 

Hy    OUDKU    ok    Ills    lloNoH,     IKK    I'hKSIIiK.NT. 

1.  U.  (4leu«,  Cait.,  A.D.C. 

GOD  SAVE  THM  KlN(i 

This  is  to  1)0  ji  clijiptcr  of  w.ir.  Ciinn()iis,;;'uns  and  dfutliH 
Are  the  iiiHtnimcnts  and  ii^tdt^.  ft  is  (|uihi  within  my 
rominiscenees,  iov  I  was  ncai"  a  ycai'  and  a  half  old  when 
.Detroit  was  tak(;n,  and  more  than  that  when  Qiieenslon 
hattle  was  i'oiiirlit.  1  was  christiMitMJ  hut'orc  its  comnionci.'- 
ment,  and  ncai*  ionr  yrais  old  wIilmi  the  Ijattlo  of  New 
Orleans  was  i'ou^iit.  My  i'atlier  was  a  caj^tain.  I  i-e- 
iiieniber  soldiers  eanie  al)out  his  lionsc.  ( )n»'  ol'  tlie  soldiers 
(the  40th)  W(jinided  was  ;i  sisrvant  at  my  lather's  Grand 
River  iai'm.      He  was  covered  with  wounds. 

Few  laymen  know  more  than  I  do  of  the  battles,  and  I 
have  written  and  lecture<l  ahout  them  often  in  recent  years. 
The  cause  of  its  taking-  place  has  been  spoken  of  above,  and 
my  accounts  will  be  jjreatly  al>i'idge<l.  The  wai*,  as  was  said, 
was  unnecessarv,  and  really  caused  by  tlie  Americans  to 
obtiiin  the  concpiest  of  Canada,  in  which  they  most 
Hhamefully  failed,  they  liavin<^-  every  advantage  over  us 
Our  population  in  Up])er  Canada  was  not  one  hundred 
thousand,  theirs,  in  New  York  State  alone*,  being,  as  Robert 
Gourlay  says,  near  a  million.  But  in  war  as  in  everything, 
energy,  push,  dash,  daring  will  succeed  with  small  numbers 
over  majorities.  This  was  tlie  case  at  Detroit.  Brock 
might  well  say  with  Caesar,  "  Vent,  vUli,  vinclt" — "I  came, 
I  saw  and  conquered." 
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The  Ainei'ioaii  acroiiiits  ,sav  fht'\"  Ini'l  oulv  two  thoiisaiKl 
inoii — it  is  [>ro))aUly  iimcii  uiKlricstininicil.  hrucU  luul  not 
(liJit  nuiiilxii' ;  was  h..  "  »  uiiy  I'ort ;  liis  uniiy  wns  coiiipostMl 
cliiotly  of  raw  iniiiti  ,  iitjvei'  tlrilh'd,  aii*l  IinliaiiM  uu<l(  r 
'r«!OiiinHt.'li.  Hull  lui'l  a  fort  to  protect  him,  plenty  of 
ortiuion,  animiiiiitioii,  ;;(in.s  aud  cover.  Tlu'  lit'io  hrock 
tVii£l»t«'i»t'(l  him  into  sunomior  vvitli<jut  Hriiiii'  a  ••■mi.  took 
iioar  a  thoiisaml  r«'yiilai'  soNUcrs,  paroKvl  the  militia,  ami 
WroujU'lit  tlu!  caiiiioii  into  (/anada,  ami  the  pristnuTs  to 
(Quebec  in  Au^^nist,  lsl2.  It  was  a  hri;;ht.  (|iii<*U  att'air, 
similar  to  Quoouston  ami  Stony  Creek.  The  Amerieans 
court-martiallt'il  Hull,  and  were  furious  with  an«;er. 

rHK   (iKKAT    HATTLK    OF   (/I'EKNSTOX.    (Mir.    ISIH.  1812. 

Amerieans  ^-enerally  say  they  gained  the  battle,  and  a 
ujore  absurd  pr«itention  nev»*r  was  set  up.  Nothinj;"  is 
oained  l)V  national  historic  lyin;^. 

I  met  Mr.  John  Small,  custom  house  ofKcer,  a  few  days 
ago  in  Toronto,  and  he  said  to  me,  "  You  ought  to  know^ — 
is  it  true  that  the  Americans  gained  tile  battle  ?  I  saw  that 
at  Baltimore,  in  some  celebration,  it  was  said  tiiat  they 
did." 

'  No,"  said  I,  "  they  were  most  igtiominiously  defeated, 
and  lost  in  killed  some  200,  and  in  prisoners  some  800,  tlie 
last  being  sent  to  Quebec.  And  this  from  the  cowardice  of 
their  militia  wh(j,  in  Lewiston,  would  not  assist,  as  well 
also  from  mismanagement  during  the  battle." 

Of  this  battle  I  know  a  great  deal  front  my  father  and 
others.  I  felt  more  interest  in  it  from  my  father's  large 
Hamilton  company  being  engaged.  Many  of  the  people  of 
then  York  were  engaged,  a  few  of  whom  have  conversed  with 
me.  Poor  David  Matthews,  who  so  cruel Iv  suffered  death  on 
the  gallow^s,  at  Toronto,  for  alleged  treason,  on  the  12th  of 
April,  1838,  foueht  there  on  the   British  side,  which  fact 
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with  otliers  should  liave  Haved  liis  life.  He  fought  in 
it  with  a  riilo  which  his  fatlier  used  in  the  battles  ot*  the 
American  Uevolutionaiy  War  when  figliting  on  the  British 
side.  His  father  was  a  U.  E.  Loyalist,  anrl  oljtained  grants 
of  land  for  himself  and  son  on  this  ground  in  Whitby.  The 
Tory  party  thirsted  for  the  blood  of  someone,  and  took  his 
hfe. 

The  Americans,  being  roused  to  madness  because  of  the 
treacliery  of  General  Hull  at  Detroit,  and  his  base  surrender 
of  American  soldiers  and  war  materials,  very  hastily  in  the 
autumn  of  that  year  raised  (the  British  assert),  although 
such  a  numl^er  is  not  admitted  by  their  historians,  eight 
thousand  militia  and  regulars,  and  marched  them  to 
Lewiston  to  invade  Canada. 

General  Brock  scarcely  suspected  such  haste  on  the 
American  side,  was  surprised  at  their  vigor.  But  their 
vigor  was  much  greater  than  theii-  bravery  or  skill 
There  was  nothing  to  have  prevented  the  Americans 
succeeding  at  this  battle  but  cowardice.  Brock  certainly 
had  not  over  2,500  men  all  told,  militia,  Indians  and 
regulars,  and  some  of  them  were  in  Fort  George  and  at 
Niagara.  He  was  not  there  very  early  in  the  morning. 
The  British  had  a  small  fort  on  Queenston  Heights,  and  a 
small  body  of  men  in  it,  firing  on  the  Americans  in 
their  boats  crossing  the  river.  They  had  another  fort 
down  the  river  a  short  distance,  which  also  fired  on  the 
Americans.  Many  of  these  boats  were  struck  with  cannon, 
but  a  large  body  of  American  regulars  under  Colonels 
Scott  and  Worth  succeeded  in  landing  close  under  the  pro- 
jecting heights,' up  the  river,  and  hastily  ascended  the  hill 
by  a  path  not  supposed  easily  accessible,  got  on  the  upper 
heights,  and  drove  the  British  from  the  small  fort  and  came 
near  capturing  General  Brock,  who  was  there,  who  ha3ti)y 
escaped  down  the  hill  on  his  horse.  Now  these  two  colonels 
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wenj  fit  this  fort  wiMi  over  a  thonsuid  men,  and  Gcnicral  Van 
Rensselaer  was  Miciv.  The  Rritisli  troops  n'ti-oated  down  the 
the  rivrr  for  a  tiino,  until  Urook  hroiifjht  tiioin  \ip  a^ain  and 
was  killed,  he  and  his  aide-de-camp,  jMcDoiinell,  when  about 
to  ascend  the  steep  road  and  whilst  iallyin<x  his  men,  and 
•^aying,  "Come  (m  hravo  volunteers  ol'  York!"  Sharp- 
shooters on  the  Ameriean  side,  fired  I'roin  the  hill  as  he 
was  ascending  with  his  hrave  aide,  and  both  were  mortally 
wounded.  1  heard  either  from  my  fatln^r  or  someone  whom 
he  told,  that  he  had  specially  sent  Mr.  Husj^hston,  a  lieu- 
tenant of  his  company,  to  warn  (general  Brock  and  the 
British  officers  to  take  off  thuir  fi^atlieis  and  disguise 
themselves  as  much  as  pussihle  as  they  ascended,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  fire  of  American  sharpshooters  standing  on  the 
hill,  which  warning  was  not  heeded. 

When  Brock  and  Colonel  McDonnell  fell,  the  British 
retreated  down  tha  river.  The  first  time  was  a  skirmish  of 
a  few  as  they  left  the  fort.  The  Americans  might  then 
have  followed,  but  did  not.  Cenoral  Van  Rensselaer  had 
been  severely  wounded  ;  it  is  not  easy  to  say  how  or  where, 
hut  probably  coming  over  in  the  boats. 

The  one  thousand  or  more  Americans  remained  on  the 
Heights,  and  the  Canadians  under  General  Sheaffe,  who 
succeeded  (-  ?neral  Brock,  rallied  with  additional  soldiers 
from  Fort  George,  aix  1  going  up  further  toward  St.  David's, 
went  up  the  mountain  in  rear  of  the  Americans,  w^here 
they  attacked  them  with  great  vigor  (a  small  body  of 
Indians  making  a  great  noise  in  the  woods  in  rear  too), 
charged  them  with  the  bayonet,  and  drove  them  to  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  near  Brock's  monument.  Many  of  them 
{it  is  said  hundreds)  jut  iped  dow^n  among  the  trees  to  the 
water's  edge,  and  were  killed  or  drowned  in  the  water 
the  balance,  to  the  number  of  about  eight  hundred,  sur- 
rendered   to    the    Canadians,   were   made   prisoners   and 
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coiiN  oy(Ml  to  Quel)et;.  Wliili-  ( liis  wjis  ^oino-  on,  ami  bo/oni, 
Villi  l{<!U,s.s<'lH(!r  liad  Ix^eii  striviiij;'  to  o«)t  a  la)'^«;  body  of 
AiiK^ricaii  voluntocM-.s  in  Lewiston  to  cr(ws  to  assLst  tiieit 
comiwlcH  on  the  Ht.'i^lits,  liis  (^ffoi'ts  hein^'  all  in  \ain.  Thn 
volunteers  said  tlieir  State  laws  did  not  eoinpel  theni 
to  cross  into  Canada.  Now ,  this  was  eitlier  eowardice  or 
i^ross  disoht.'dienee.  What  di<l  tiny  ^o  there;  for  :'  To  look 
across  at  the  ('ana<iians  and  tlieri  j^o  away  /  It  itiininds 
oii(i  of  the  old  dog<i;erel  V(!i'ses  : 

"The  King  uf  Kr.iiuu,  with  twenty  thousand  men, 
MarchcMl  up  llie  hill     then  nwirchod  down  aj^ain  !  ' 

'IMie  voluiit«Mirs  nji;4lit  hav(!  known  th*;  (Jana<Jians  w.>uid 
not  cross  over  to  them,  therefore  their  (roniinj''  was  all  moon- 
shine.  This  is  the  vict(ji-y  the  Americans  cdaim.  One 
thousand  or  more  kille<l  and  made  [)risoners,  and  the  larger 
|)art  of  their  army,  refusinj^-  to  Hjj;ht,  marched  home  again 

As  I  wish  here  to  introduce  oth(;r  matters,  accoutit-3  of 
the  battles  of  Niagara,  York,  Stony  (jr«!ek,  Moraviantown 
(on  the  Thames)  and  Lundy's  Lane  will  he  deferred,  but 
briefly  ref(M'i*e«l  to.  Tin;  battle  of  I^undy  s  I^an*;  was  the 
severest  of  the  war.  on  which  I  oncre  lec-tured  to  the  people 
some  years  ago  on  the;  l)attle-gj'<jund.  In  this  battle,  too, 
the  Americans  claim  a  vict(jry,  altlu^ugh  nothing  is  clearer, 
than,  after  giving  them  credit  for  grciat  bravery,  they  were 
defeated,  as  they  retreate<]  from  the  ground  the  same  night 
and  allowe<l  the  Cana<lians  to  burn  or  bui'y  their  dead. 

At  Queenston,  the  Canadian  militia  an<l  regulais  showed 
skill  and  bi'avery.  Colonel  S.  I*.  Jarvis,  a  York  officer, 
after  the  battle  took   Colonel   Scott  prisoner*,  and  received 
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heaid  that  Captain  John  Brant  and  his  Indian 
friend,  Captain  Norton,  if  th»  y  had  not  been  prevented  by 
an  oppo)*tun<;  ap])(!aranc<'  of  a  Canadian  oflFicer,  would  have. 
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killed  (yoloinil  Sr^ott.  This  iioiitlnnan  was  a  v«'iv  tail  iii.iii 
(six  and  lialf  I'oct  tall),  and  u\)(m  all  <)f!C*asi(nis,  as  at  (^uo«;ns- 
ton,  bravo  ami  ready  to  Paco  danj^cr.  IIt5  was  at  Niagara 
and  T^iindy's  Ij^uk^.  It  is  poi'liaps  known  to  )iiy  r«;a<lor.s 
that  ho  was  aftorwards  comniandor-in-chi<  I'  of  thr  Auicrican 
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rhos«;  wlio  go  \\iU)  war  should  !)••  hrjnc  and  rrady.  Wai' 
is  a  torrihio  evil,  and  this  American  war  was  not  nocossary, 
pURhod  on  by  tho  sonthorn,  not  tho  nortlx^rn  Anioricans. 
Ma.v  it  never  occin*  airain.     Yot   then;  is  no  tellinjjf  what 
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always  prevalent.      Who  knows  how  soon  thcii;  may  ha  a 


Turkish  aff"; 


Doo 


}) 


ifi(K 


war  <jver  lurkisn  artaos'  i;oos  anyone  nave  (•(mnoence  m 
Russia''  I  have  not.  Kven  Americans  may  yet  make  wai- 
about  many  of  ouj-  ditlieulties.  [  trust  not;  yet  I  think 
Knjj^land  is  erin^d«i<^  too  much  to  Americans.  ( Jod  may 
overrule,  human  affairs  for  j^ood. 

In  this  war  chapter,  I  cannot  do  better  than  insert  my 
full  description  of  the  brilliant  action  of  the  Canadians  at 
Stony  Creek,  which  was  iea<i  as  stated,  anrl  appeared 
in  the  Empire,  of  Toronto,  some  fom*  years  ago.  It  refers 
to  several  other  battles  oi-  skirmishes  which  will  be  re- 
ferred to. 
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li.VrrLK    OK    STONV    OKKKK,    I  .\    1813. 

Foriy  long  years  have  come  and  gone  since  our  first  visit 
to  Stony  Cre(;k.  This  place  is  sev<Mi  miles  distant  from 
Hamilton,  and  is  famous  in  Canadian  history  as  being  the 
scene  of  a,  night  surprise,  one  of  th(;  most  gallant  affairs 
<luring  the  war  of  1812,  and  of  which  the  men  of  the 
Niagara  District  and  the  descendants  of  the  old  York 
militia  naturally  pride  themselves,  as  having  had  relatives 
representing  nearly  every  old  raniily  of  Lincoln  and  York 
then  serving  in  the  little  British  force  on  the  frontier. 
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riuiro  wrrc  two  surpriHcs,  turning-  points,  at  the  iriost 
critical  poriods  ol'  the  war,  hy  wliidii  the  advance  of 
8U[>«'rior  American  armies  was  arre.st<i(J.  'V\u)  finht  occurred 
at  Stony  Creek  on  the  early  mornin<^  of  Sunday,  .lunc  (ith, 
181'},  and  resulted  ^in  checkinj4  the  advance  ol'  (h;neral 
Dearborn,  then  in  lijil  pursuit  of  the  British  force  under 
Gen(;ral  Vincent,  in  his  retreat  from  Kort  (ieorire.  The 
second  was  tliat  of  ( 'liatcau^^uay  on  October  2()th,  181.S,  by 
whicli  DeSalaberry  and  ins  small  foice  of  Canadian  Volti- 
^eui's  arresttid  aiid  turned  tln^  advance  of  Ceneral  iram[)ton 
on  Mfjntreal  into  a  disastrous  retreat.  Tlie  people  of  lJpp«;r 
Canada  claim  Stony  Criick  as  theii"  own.  The  militia  of 
Lovvt-r  Canada,  1  )iiSalal)eri-y  and  his  little  band,  have  the 
undis[>ut(id  honor  of  thc!  (Jhateun.i^iiay  afl'air. 

Stony  Creek  was  in  itst;lf  a  small  atlair,  so  far  aa  the 
nmnbers  (3n;^a;4-(!d,  but  in  its  I'evsults  it  proved  the  most 
im[)ortant  of  the  wlnjie  war,  by  ch<'ekinL(  the  advance  of  a 
comparatively  {)owe,rful  army,  Hushed  with  recent  success, 
and  turninLC  that  advance  into  an  aJn»ost  i^'Mominious 
retreat,  certiinly  a  <lisastrous  one 

To  make  tiiis  arliole  interesting  it  is  necessacy  to  fr'ivit  a 
short  account  of  the  positions,  i-elative  forc(;s  and  variou.s 
movements  (jf  the  two  armies  durin;j^  thi.^  (;arly  spring 
of  1818,  })revious  to  th';  evacuation  of  Fort  Ceoi-m;  and 
th'.j  retreat  of  the  Ih-ltish  to  Ijiirliat^^ton  Ibngats,  now 
the  city  of  Hamilton. 

GeiKiral  Vincent  had  conimand  of  the  ilritish  force  on  the 
Nia;^ara  frontier,  amountiu;^-  to  about  l.SOO  r<;^iiiars  an<l 
five  hundn^d  militia,  scattered  ovei*  twenty  miles,  extendirj^ 
from  Fort  l^-ie,  opposite  Ihdlalo,  down  to  Lake  Ontario, 
with  liead(|uarters  at  Fort  Ceoroe.  Durinj^  the  wlnt(!r  of 
1818,  the  Americans  had  made  <^reat  pre[)ai"ations  to  strike 
a  decjidod  blow  for  the  reduction  of  Upper  l.'anada.  Their 
plans  wer»!  well   Wm\,  but  fail(>d   tlirou^h  tin-  incoin[)ftt  '■)':/ 
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ot  iii"i»'  i»'i'  "'i^il^^.  I'll'-  reader  will  htnir  in  mind  that  at 
this  tiuKi  (ISlo)  (jlr-Mt  Iji-Jtain  was  oii^mucmI  in  war  all  over 
t!io  world,  <iM  I  c  >ull  spare  but  lew  ri;^iilar  troops  for 
■aiiada.  The  spring-  of  ISI'J  i'oiind  the  Annirieans  in  full 
eoiitrol  of  f.ake  Ontario,  having  conipa»'atively  a  powerful 
Meet  U';d  a-  (Joininodore  Chauneey.  Their  first  move  was  an 
attack  on  Vork  (Toronto)  on  the  27th  of  April,  1-Sl 
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the  pubhc  stores,  puhlie  buildings  and  shij)ping  were 
destroyed.  The  British  eommandei",  General  Slieatte, 
unable  to  resist  the  attaek  was  forced,  after  a  brave 
defe'uce,  to  evaeu;it('  the  town  and  take  up  his  line  of 
retreat  wit) I  his  )•  "iilars  o\\  KiuLi -iton,  leavin<'"  the  Ameri 
cans  mashers  of  (!i"  ])laci.',  which  they  held  for  five  days 
aad  then  saihjd  f(n-  Ko/t  Oeorgc,  at  th(!  mouth  of  th(! 
Niai;'  ira. 

The  attaek  oii  lAn-t  Ue  ji-go  was  m  idii  in  the  early  morn- 
ing of  the  iZth  of  May,  l(Si:j.  The  Americans,  besides 
their  shi})j)ing,  had  an  army  of  about  six  thousand  men. 
Th'3  British  force  at  Korb  Oeoi-'je  was  one  thousand  men 
all  told.  ^Vl'ter  a  spirited  defence  of  some  four  hours,  the 
British  loss  of  .ill  ranks  having  amounted  to  four  hundred 
killed,  wo  inded  and  missing.  General  Vincent,  to  prevent 
being  cut  off,  decided  on  a  retreat  to  the  head  of  the  lake, 
and  fell  back  across  the  country  in  a  line;  parallel  to  tlie 
Niagara  River,  reaeliing  the  ])osition  at  the  "  Beaver  Dam  " 
that  night,  at  which  plac  •  he  was  joined  by  Colonel 
Bishop's  force  from  Fort  Kri«;  and  other  outlying  posts  on 
the  Niauara.  The  next  morninij,  the  ii8th,the  now  retreat- 
ing  ih'itish  force  of  about  1,000  ukmi,  continued  its  retreat 
until  it  reiche  1  tlie  entrenched  position  on  Burlington 
Heights. 

The  position  of  Burlington  Heights  was  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  l>un'lurn  c>»stle,  the  residence  of  the  late  Sir  Allan 
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McNab.  ninl  wo  Ix'Iiuve  tlie  Hamilton  ceuietery  now  covors 
tho  ground,  on  wliicli  tlie  cntieiiclu''!  works — oarthworks — 
eonhl  b»'  seen  on  th«^  writer's  first  visit  to  that  place  in 
1844.  It  was  an  important  position  dnrin*;  the  war,  being 
elos«*  to  the  road  h;adin;;'  up  to  Aneaster.  by  wliieh  com- 
munication was  had  an<l  kept  up  with  the  arn)y  of  the 
w«'st,  under  (xeueral  Proctor,  servinj^- on  tlie  Detroit  frontier. 
It  was  «listant,  midway, Mb!)ut  fifty  miles  from  Fort  (ieorge 
and  the  same  from  York. 

On  Saturday,  Juno  oth,  1813,  the  advance;  body  of  the 
Americans,  consisting  of  two  brigades  of  foot,  amounting 
to  about  3,500  men.  with  eight  guns,  under  Generals 
Chandler  and  Winder,  and  250  cavalry  under  Colonel 
Burns,  reached  Stonv  Creek,  drivin^r  in  the  roar  of  the 
British.  The  Americans  had  in  all  al)out  six  thousand 
men  l)otween  Stonv  Creek  and  Fort  George,  besides  their 
shipping.  General  Vincent  had  taken  his  stand  on  Bur- 
lington Heights,  determined  to  hold  it.  Vincent's  position 
was  a  most  critical  one.  York  on  one  sirlo  and  Fort  George 
on  the  other  had  both  fallen.  His  ammunition,  which  he 
was  oblige<l  to  abauilon  or  destroy  before  evacuating  Fort 
(jreorge,  was  now  i-oduced  to  ninety  rounds  of  ball  cartridge 
for  each  man,  anci  were  he  forced  to  continue  his  retreat 
unless  the  British  fleet  under  Sir  James  Yeo  could  reach 
the  anchorag*^  n-'av  the  Biant  House,  four  miles  from  his 
position,  and  carry  off  iiis  small  force,  he  would  have  been 
obliged  to  continue  it  by  way  of  York  (Toronto),  thence  to 
Kincr.ston,  over  two  hundred  miles  of  hard  country  roads, 
not  such  roads  as  we  have  at  the  present  day.  The  reader 
will  ren.imber  that  York  was  then  at  the  mercv  of  the 
American  fleet.  General  Vincent's  position,  as  we  wSaid 
before,  was  a  most  eritical  one.  Having  a  comparatively 
powerful  army  in  full  pursuit,  seven  miles  distant,  follow- 
ine:  closelv  on  his  tracks,  he  had  to  choo^r  between  making 
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i\  most  desjMM'ate  stand  tliero,  of  abMndouing  liis  post  with 
all  his  stores,  etc.,  and  eontiiniin<;'  liis  retreat  to  Kingston. 
S)ich  of  our  readers  as  hav(!  travellr-d  over  the  line  of 
Vincent's  retreat  from  Koit  (ieoijife  to  Burlinjrton  Heights 
will  remember  and  eall  to  mind  that  narrow  neck  of  land 
l>etwe<'n  the  Bnrlinot()n  Heights  and  the  head  waters  of 
Hurlington  Hay,  on  whieli  tlu-  little  British  force  stood 
that  night. 

There  were  many  Canadians  sei'ving  in  that  little  army, 
plucky  hoys,  whose  names  will  ever  live,  cherishod  as 
household  words  by  many  a  Canadian  home.  Some  of 
them  afterwards  rose  high  at  the  bar,  on  the  bench,  in  the 
legislative  halls,  or  as  colonels  in  the  Upper  Canada  militia, 
We  may  here  note  that  at  a  Queenston  Heights  annual 
dinner,  over  thirty  years  ago,  Sir  Allan  McNab  gave  as  a 
toast,  "The  lighting  judges  of  Upper  Canada."  There 
were  at  that  time  five  of  those  judges  still  living  who  had 
served  through  the  whole  war.  The  voung  Canadian 
reader  may  thus  form  his  estimate  of  the  men  who  stood 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Niagara  frontier  army  in  I  SI  2  doing 
battle  for  their  king  and  country. 

During  the  day,  Saturday,  »lun(,'  -^tli,  1818,  Colonel 
Harvey,  afterwards  Sir  John  Harvey,  Governor  of  New- 
Brunswick,  had  acfiuainted  himself  with  the  American 
position.  Some  say  he  visited  their  camp  disguised  as  a 
farmer,  selling  vegetables.  This  we  can  hardly  believe, 
because  his  commanding,  soldierly  apjiearance — over  six  feet 
— could  not  have  escaped  detection.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
Harvey  ma<le  himself  thoroughly  ac([uainted  with  the 
American  position,  and  proposed  a  night  attack,  which 
(General  Vincent  approved  of.  The  advance  guard,  or 
rather  the  rear  guard  of  the  British,  that  afternoon  was 
stationed  two  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  entrenched  camp,, 
near   the    present   court-house   and   square  in   the  city  of 
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lIiiniilliHi.  !  I.iiuiltoii  was  tiit:n  nowii<-r<-,  mtl,  twrn  a  villu;^*}. 
On  tliats])!.!,  Iiilt'  an  Iidui*  h-rorr  mi  IniL^lit ,  tii''  atfcaulrinj^ 
party  of  yoi-  m  ;m  was  ronnul,  airl  took  »ij)  its  iirio  of 
iiiarcli  on  Stony  (Ji-tMik,  imlci'  llurvoy.  'V\\r,  writer  had  a 
iitjar  rjlativt.',  his  m  )th"!r's  l>!*othtn',  in  tlit;  atlvanui;,  olosii  l>y 
llai'Viiy.  1]  il"'))'*^  .start,inL^',  nvcry  Mint  was  tiktnj  ont  of 
tlicir  inii.sU(!ts  ho  as  to  pn;vt'nt  i\u\  j»o;s,sil>ility  of  ati  alarm. 
Silently  tluiy  niovcid ;  not  a  whispm'  wji,s  Imanl.  Thtsrc 
wu  .siluncjt;  tl'Ai\)  as  do.itli  in  tin;  ranks  'InriiiLj  tint  inid- 
nitrlit  fnarcli  of  sijvon  niihis.  So  siltnitly  did  l\\'-y  .'aov«; 
tliat  not  a  sonnd  was  hi'.ard,  save  now  and  t:i';n  t!i<;  crack - 
iri<f  of  a  stray  dry  ))V  c.\\  n\\i\r.v  foot.  Soini;  of  lJ[)pi:r 
Oaua  I  i'h  !)ri'';IitiMt  v^ttn  w  ;r.!  for<.'niost  in  tlu!  Itiadin^ 
ti|i;s.  Lit  Ui  Tollow  t>liis  forl<jrn  liop;;,  and  witli  7')4 
indoadiid  inusk'jts  and  llintl'!-i->  lo(d^s,  on  tliMr  mission  into 
th'j  jaws  of  (|.;itli;  l'^V(n*y  man,  howcv.-r,  hal  his  W(ill- 
lilhid  c;art(m';!i<;  ho.K,  containing;'  si.Kty  rounds  of  hall  cart- 
ridge, and  his  trusty  hiyonut  l)y  his  sid.-.  Tin;  sun  had 
iron<*.  down  tli;tt  Saturday  ('\i!iiir^,  closin:;'  a  wo'dc,  th*i 
d-irk'ist  foi-  th'^  Hi'ili.sii  arms  dtirin<>-  tin;  war.  Tin;  whoki  of 
thii  Nia'^Jira  District  cxtondin;^  fi'oin  Fort  l^jrio  to  Stoiy 
(j)'-'juk  wa  t  th  it  niLjht  in  p;ii-;;ssIon  of  t'r;  (Mi'May.  Tfuj 
fat'3  of  llppi!!'  (J:ina da  d  jpiiud  ;d  on  tlic  success  or  failure  of 
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picture  tlie  void  oviir  w!»ich  this  foi'lorn  lujpe  had  (■■» 
travel.  Thence  emei":{In'''  from  the  thick  d  ii-kness  of  their 
niidni;^ht  tram[>  they  had  to  face  an  enemy's  camp,  havin;; 
six  to  one  to  <^reet  their  ••ai*!}'',  !ni(!xpei:ted,  Sunday  mornirig 
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(the  late  .Jud<^e  Jarvis);  "Hush,   we  are  on   them!"     In  a 
moment   tli-;  Iriyonets  of  two  of  the   li;adiiig'  m  -ii  pierced 
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the  (irHt  H(;ntJ'y  tin;  kccoimI  sliunid  a  like  I'jiti;  tho  tliini 
('HcajHMl,  (li.s(rliuri^in;^  liis  ;;ii;i  uii<i  .'iljiniiiii;;  llu^  oaiiif* 
"  UayonctH  to  llir  IVoiil  !  "  vvcri;  tlu;  vvoids  j)jih.s<!(1  (juietly 
through  i\H'  ranks,  uiid  our  Ic'kIIii;;'  huyoiuit.s  wore  soon  in 
Iroiil  ol"  iJu!  (!)iiii|)-lin'H,  hayoiiiitiiiL;'  iii.uiy  ol'  tlit!  Hlt;e))inj{ 
eiiein^/.  I  lie  iii);m  llii'u  prtjp.iri'd  to  adjust  Uicir  Hints 
During  this  o|»ciation  a  volley  (vinn  IVoni  out  of  llie  dark- 
ness, Hirikin;^-  down  a  nuniljei- t.l"  iIk-  men.  To  |(»ad  was  tin; 
work  of  time.  It  was  first :  liandh;  ca)'trid;^(^  prinni,  load, 
draw  ramrods  (all  this  had  to  he  doiui  with  tip*  old  musket), 
then,  ready,  lire!  V'(jlley  alUi-  v()IK;y  lollowt'd,  l)ut  with 
litthj  ex(!eutioii,  as  th(^y  lirf^l  into  tlw  darkiu!ss,  not  soeinj^ 
the  enem^'. 

Harvey  ordered  two  eonipanies  of  tlu;  41jt)i  to  the  right 
to  attack,  or  rail  mi-  Ihrow  into  coid'usion  the  left  and 
centre;  of  the  enemy.  Three  of  their  u^inis  })ust(Ml  in  the 
centre;  of  tl.(^  main  r<jad  wcu'e  eaptuic.tl ;  seaieely  a  (gunner 
escajHMJ.  The  late  Colonel  Frascsr,  of  l*ertli,  Ontaiio,  tlien 
serving,  we  helieve,  in  the  tOth,  was  omt  of  tiie  lirst  anion^' 
the  {^unN,  l),iy"netin<^  seven  j^unneis  with  his  own  hand." 
He  w.is  prest'iit  at  the  cjiptint;  of  tlu;  two  Ann^ricati 
generals,  (^handh  i-  and  Winder,  near  the  <^uns.  There  was 
a  f(!arful  confusion  in  the;  American  eanij).  Ileing  i;4noran', 
of  tin;  .strength  of  I  he  atlaekin<^  party,  they  fell  hack  in 
great  disoi'd(!i-,  iiundMirs  of  them  scramhling  to  the  hcMohts 
on  tlieir  left,  (.olonel  liurns,  on  whom  the  command  now 
(Uivolved,  was  among  tlie  first  to  mount  liis  liorse  and  c!e;ir 
off  witli    his  '2.")()  hrave   cavalry,  reaching  the    Forty-Mile' 


Creek  in  a  few  li<;in>;  on  tluiir  way  to  Fort  Ci 
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It  is  not  oni-  intention  to  particularize  or  clironicie  tlie 
many  daring  feats  and  hand-to-hand  encounters  during  tlie 
darkness  of  that  (;V(!r  memorable;  Sunday  morning,  tlie  Cth 
of  June,  18!.*}.  Sullici;  it  to  say  that  Harvey's  surprise  was 
most  8uccessf«d  and  coniplete,  c-.aising  the;  breaking  up  of 
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t\\v  Aiiicricni  cajui)  nixl  tlwir  siil>s«MHJ<'iit,  t'rtnmt,  Siinday 
morniij;^  It'Tun  ln'ciik  ol"  <lay.  Tin'  iu»\v  scutfcjmd  parties 
•<»l  this  r.irlorii  liopi-  I'dl  hack  to  return  ovc^r  tjif  roa*!  I)y 
whi<rli  tlicy  Iwi'l  )i<ivaiu;o<l.  I'ln^y  IumI  HiifU'nMl  rfarlull}'. 
riiey  vvt'iT  nut  now  tlic  704  of  t!i(^  pn'vlous  ni^lit.  ()v(;i- 
!.")()  of  tJH'ii),  l)(;t\v«M'ii  killed  wouinltvi  and  iiiissiuLT.  'li'l  nf)l 
-iiiHWrr  tli(!  roll-pail  that  moinin;^. 

Let  ws  take  a  peep  at  fhe  shattered  reiiinaiit  ot*  this  For- 
lorn hope,  as  they  irnister  and  r  •  lorin  for  Hieir  retui'ii 
iiiHicli  to  hurlinj^ton  lleiirhts  Tlu^v  "••<•  f^atherin;^^  and 
eornin;^  in  Ironi  all  [»arts  ol'  the  field,  some  in  .small  sipiads, 
soini'  in  f  W(H,  sorne  in  threes,  other's  sin<;;ly,  some  hearing 
iiiid  «;arryin;^  oIK  wounded  eonirades.  Over  150  of  them 
art}  MiissiniT.  Ihit  thev  have  swelled  th(fir  rard\s.  Two 
\  tnericaii  ^<;ntra,ls,  (  •handhir  ami  Winder,  soven  oflie.erH  and 
I  Mi  m(3n  prisoners,  with  thr  ;e  j^uns  trophies  of  war,  ^rac- 
in;^^  their  Mood-stained  l)ayon<;ts,  thus  renderinic  Stony 
< 'Hick  the  most  hrilliatit  allaii-  for  the  lii-itish  arms  during- 
the  war  of  1M12.  Tlu're  was  otdy  one  mistake  made  that 
n'lirhi  -a  fatal  one — that  of  our  nien  [)lacin^  th(;mselves  si 
front  of  the.  e.ain{)-fires  as  liviuL;'  tar/f^ts  for  the  hullets  of 
the  iinerrin^  American  riile. 

Tliis  ends  oiu'  visit  to  Stony  ^'recjk,  but  it  is  ne,e<;HHary 
to  show  the  results.  Two  days  lat<M*,  on  Tu(^S(hiy,  June 
^th,  181,'},  Sir  .fauKJH  Yoo  [)Uh1i(mI  into  the,  shore  with  .some 
vessels  near  hy  th*;  Korty-Mile  drecik,  and  played  liavocr 
ainouf,^  the;  retreating-  Am(jricar»s,  (vipturin^  twelve  of  thcjir 
hateaux,  and  destroying'  five  others,  eapturin;^  also  all 
their  tents,  stores,  <;tc. 

Four  weeks  later,  early  in  -July,  (ieneral  Vincent  hafl  his 
head<juart(irs  at  (yhippewa,  three  miles  above  the  Fails, 
;tgain  master  of  the  whol<'  (winadian  frontiei-  on  the 
Niapira,  exccipt  Fort  George,  and  within  its  lines  i\\p 
American  forr.e  of  six  tliousand  ujen  were  cooped  un<ler  the 
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|M-ot<)(;tinii  of  its  ^ijiis  aiiii  tli*;  guns  ol'  LIkmi'  .slii|t))ill;^^  mii 
hIho  (viN'nrtMl  l>y  iIk;  ^uiih  oI"  j'^ort  Nin;^uiM,  <>ii  (In-  <>|»|K)sit^- 
sido  ol'  tlin  river.  'I'lm  Aima-icsaiis  cNUfniatcfj  Vnvl  hWu'.  on 
Docoiubor  Titli,  liavin;^  on  tluj  lOth,  I  wo  <liiys  previous 
sot  firo  to  ami  Wiuitonly  (iestroyed  tlie  town  of  Newark 
(now  Nia;^ara),  containin;;  I ')0  liousos,  Icuiving  l)Ut  one 
standing,  rendering  liouseloss  and  lnjnuiless  four  hundred 
women  and  (ihildntn  to  seek  sli(jlt(!r  wJKU'e  they  might  amid 
the  storms  of  that  unprecedentedly  e<jld    heeeinher 

Kevt;nge  f<jr  Newark  wjis  soon  to  follow.  The  Anniieans. 
in  great  terror  of  the  coming  storm,  evacuateii  F(mI  ( Jeoig*' 
so  hurriivlly  that  they  left  all  their  tents  standintf,  with  all 
their  i»:uns  and  stonjs  hehind  them 

B(d'ort!  the  en<l  (»f  the  month  ( Decemh.-r,  ISI-S)  the 
liritish  had  captured  Kort  Niagara  hy  a  night  attack, 
which  they  held  until  tin;  end  of  th(;  war.  I'h(;y  also  took 
and  hurnt  the  towns  of  Liwiston,  iVlanchest(?r,  P>lack  Rock 
and  Buflalo  in  reven^j-e  for  Newark.  .\n'i  on  tlio  Hrst  day 
of  January,  1^14,  not  only  was  the  ( ):inadian  Niagaia 
frontier  cleared  of  (ivery  Amiiri(ran  sol<li<r,  hut  the  Union 
.lack  of  England  floated  proudly  above  tiie  ramparts  of 
Kort  Niagara  on  the  American  sid«i  of  the  Niagara  River. 
This  was  tlie  crowning  glory  of  Harvey's  night  surprise  at 
Stony  (/reek. 

The  jthove  ac(;ount  of  the  battl(i  of  Stony  was  written 
by  some  person  in  Montreal  to  the  JilitLpirc  newspaper. 
fie  seems  to  know  its  history  very  well,  l>ut  makes  one 
mistake  when  he  says  Colonel  Harv(iy  acted  as  a  spy  to 
examine  the  American  camp  the  day  before  the  surprise 
attjick.  In  her  history  of  Colonel  Fit/Xiibbon,  lately 
writt(in,  Miss  Fit>:(j}ibbon,  his  granddaughter,  says  that 
Colonel  J<'itz(Jlibbon  was  the  person  who  acted  as  a  spy  to 
so  examine  the  hostile  camp,  disguised  as  a  farmer,  with  a 
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basket,  aellinji^  hutfcer.  Ho  w;is,  howtjver,  a  vory  larpf 
man,  had  a  military  bearlii;i;.  Oiio  wouM  think  oven  this 
not  probable,  but  I  ^ive  it  hor.>  as  what  is  so  said  by  his 
^randdauojhter,  who  must,  havo  had  sosno  authority  for  ho 
Haying. — Author. 

THK  wrr.n  turkey  of  Ontario,  avd  Canadian 

OAMK  birds. 

It  does  no  harui  to  viry  thi^  articlivs  appearinf^  in  a  book 
when  wo  write  about  Oaufida  To  uie  it  is  pleasin:^.  I 
will  liere  say  something  about  tlie  game  birds  of  Ontario, 
fispecially  about  that  beautiful  bird,  the  wild  turkey,  once 
80  numerous  in  the  western  counties  of  our  ]»rovinco,  and 
now  so  scarce 

A  few  days  ago,  in  December,  1896,  I  saw  a  beautiful 
flpecinien  of  the  bird  exhibited  at  a  butcher's  shop  at  the 
upper  end  of  (College  Street,  Toronto,  which  had  been 
trapped  recently  near  Petrolea,  in  the  County  of  Lambton. 
The  bird  was  a  young  gobbler,  not  more  than  a  year  old, 
-and  the  plumage  most  beautiful  in  its  tints  and  colors.  It 
weighed  forty  pour,  ds,  was  fully  four  feet  long  from  end  of 
beak  to  the  end  of  the  feet ;  stood  with  head  erect  three 
feet  high ;  was  over  four  feet  and  a  half  long  from  tip  of 
one  wing  to  the  other.  The  neck,  for  a  foot  and  a  half, 
was  bare,  with  red  skin,  and  the  head  was  sharp  and 
beak  black  and  pointed.  The  neck  below  the  bare  part 
covered  with  most  beautiful  feathers  three  inches  long, 
closely  set  together,  of  a  black,  gold -spangled  color,  which 
was  the  plumage  on  the  breast  and  underparts,  on  top  of 
the  neck  and  back  and  upper  shoulders  of  the  wings.  The 
tail  feathers  were  abont  a  foot  long,  strong  and  brown, 
barred  with  black,  white  at  the  points.  The  plumage  on 
the  top  of  the  tail  and  approaching  to  it  was  thick,  dark 
spangled,  with   gold  intermingled  with   white.     The  legs 
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wcjre  lead  color,  onmt  a  foot  lonj;,  stion^  IVaflioroil  to  the 
knee.  The  w'm^^s  wtTf  stioni;,  with  winj;  feathers  over  n 
foot  long,  elj('f'k(M*('(l  witli  white  and  l»laek  Imnds,  and  the 
tops  of  the  winfj^H,  lirnt  ^oldon-span;fl«'d.  next  a  broad  band 
of  reddish-brown  extending  to  the  wing  feathers,  next  « 
band  of  dark,  goMen-spnngled  feathers. 

This  bird  was  (rapped  by  placing  a  line  of  corn  on  the 
ground  leading  to  a  wooden  pen,  into  which  a  door,  not 
large,  opened,  and  tlx-  corn  trail  entered  the  pen  The 
turkey  followed  the  corn  trail,  entered  the  pen,  and  the 
<loor  being  low,  it  would  not  lower  its  head  to  escape,  but 
remained  trapped.  A  turkey  will  act  in  this  way,  will 
elevate  his  head  inside  the  trap,  but  not  stoop  low  to 
escape.  In  old  times,  when  my  father  lived  in  Norfolk 
County,  great  innnber.s  of  this  bird  were  seen  in  the;  woods 
along  Lake  Erie  and  all  over  the  counties  of  Elgin,  Middle- 
sex, Oxford,  Brantford,  Flssex  an<l  I^ambton,  and  hounds 
were  used  to  chase  them.  By  placing  its  long,  strong 
wings  close  to  the  sides  of  the  body  and  running  in  this 
way,  with  wings  a  little  extended,  among  the  low  brush 
;ind  vines,  they  will  outrun  any  common  dog  and  even  the 
swiftest  hounds.  If  very  closely  pres.sed.  they  will  rise 
K^iddenly  to  the  nearest  tree,  and  thus  elude  their  persuers 

Men  and  women,  from  1800  to  1830,  rode  a  good  deal  on 
ho^eback  through  the  western  country  about  Niagara  and 
Hamilton  on  horsoback.  They  would  see  the  turkeys 
often  running  before  them.  The  turkey  has  spurs  on  itfl 
legs  and  a  long,  bristly  tuft  of  hair  extending  from  the 
breast. 


OTHER   GAME   BIRDS. 


The  partridges,  the  male  especially,  is  a  beautiful  bird ; 
looks  very  fine  in  the  spring.  By  knocking  its  wings  on 
its  sides  in  the  air  (some  say  on  a  log  on  which  it  sits),  it 
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makers  m  dnnn-Hkr  noisj*  in  tlio  wootls,  in  Marcli  or  April, 
often  lu^anl  by  nu*.     It  is  nuincrous  all  over  Canaiia. 

The  beautiful  littlr  <|Uail  used  to  b«'  very  uunierous 
in  the  west  an<l  iniddl*^  paits  i>(  Canada.  It  is  a  hh'd  of  a 
Injautiful  color,  and  in  the  spi'in^  has  when  sitting  on  the 
fences  of  cloaved  farms  a  vt-ry  loud  pretty  whistle  like 
"  Whoof  I  wh«)<»f  !   hughy  !'       Its  llcsh  is  vt-ry  dedicate. 

The  meadow  dark,  with  its  ^^vey  back,  yellow  breast  and 
varied  colors,  is  a  half  game  bird,  known  to  farmers.  It 
will  Hy  into  the  air  over  clover  fields,  sit  on  fences,  and 
utter  its  not  unpleasant  sounds  on  tlie  wini^  and  on  fence.s. 
I  used  to  think,  when  walking;-  in  th«*  fields,  it  called  to  me 
when  it  uttered  the  cry,  '  P(M)r  Charlie  !   poor  Charlie  !  " 

The  wood-cock  in  the  autunni  is  a  ^ame  bird,  so  are  some 
of  the  larj^ji  s|)('cimens  of  jrolden-n^rey  |)lovers. 
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nroKs. 

At  least  twenty  species  visit  our  lakt^s.  creeks  and 
marshes  in  the!  sprinj,^  and  autumn.  The  largest  and  best 
are  the  black  and  grey  ducks,  the  little  teal,  the  beauti- 
fully plumed  wood  duck  that  builds  its  nest  in  trees  near 
the  water,  carries  its  young  down  on  its  back,  and  is  seeu 
all  over  Ontario.  Other  species  are  esteemed  by  sportsmen, 
not  so  handsome  in  plumage.  Wild  gee.se,  swans  occasion- 
ally, visit  our  waters. 

The  wild  goose  is  of  a  gre^',  black  and  white  color,  not  so 
large  as  our  conunon  farm  goose. 

The  wild  wood  pigeons  used  to  vist  us  from  the  south  in 
tens  of  thousands  in  my  early  life  :  so  thick  did  they  fly 
that  they  could  be  killed  with  clubs  and  sticks.  They 
remained  in  the  woods  in  the  summer,  raised  their  young, 
and  left  in  the  autumn.  The  male  bird  is  very  beautiful, 
with  cream  and  red  colors  in  front,  dun  back  and  neck, 
spangled  with  gold,  long  white  and  dun  tails.     They  used 
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to  visit  niir  wlu'iit  lieMs  in  tlioiisamls  at  ono  tiiiu',  forty  ami 
Hl'ty  yrais  .i^o :  <•!"  Into,  tliat  is.  Tor  twiMity  or  thirty  years, 
tliey  sfeiM  to  liavc  Irl't  us.  'I'll**  pif^coiis  iiiakf  a  Ininl  crow- 
iii*;  noise  in  the  woo.ly.  an*l  y;athi'r  in  hirjje  Hocks  on  trees. 

llLArKBlui)S. 

Tile  Mack,  re«l-\vin;;»Ml  species  yather  in  the  autiiinn  in 
thoiisan<ls  in  Hocks  })i'e|tarin«i;  to  eo  south,  an«l  an-  t)rt«'n 
shot  I'or  food.  They,  witli  the  pi^^'ons,  make  a  very 
palatal>le  linked  pie.      We  i-enienilti  r  th*-  litth*  child's  snuij : 

"  Siiij^  a  song  of  six  pence, 
A  pocket  full  ni'  rye  ; 
Four  and  twenty  black binU 
Baked  in  a  pif." 
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CHAPTKIJ  VI 1 

MarshfiU  Sjiriii'^  IJidwell- -His  illi'<^iil  liaiUHhiiu'iit  from  CHiiiidii  in  1837 
— Tlio  iiicJiimuss  of  Sir  i-'niucis  Hoiid  Heful  thou,  jiiid  in  New 
York  Mr.  HidweH's  eniinciit  Christian  and  loj^al  diaractor — 
His  fatlior— -  Rev.  K^'frtoii  Kycrsun'.s  conduct  t(t  liini  Dr. 
Ili»l))li  and  Mr.  lUihvell  life  friendn — Thoir  letters  to  Mr.  Durand 
—The  trayic  death  in  IH'.i'A  of  James  Durand,  .scninr— A  few 
words  jibou*",  his  fatlicr  and  family  -SoltMnn  rdjservations  on 
rolii^ion  --Hamilton's  old  pydpii*. 
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T  iMtOMisKi)  in  a  previous  chaptt?r  to  spwik  more  at  larcre 
al>out  Mr.  liiilwidl,  and  wliat  J  know  oi*  liini,  and  now  in  a 
))rict'  way  do  so. 

This  o-roat  hiwvi'i-  and  eminent  Christian  eitizon  was 
banislied  in  1^37  in  the  midst  of  the  excitement  of  the 
r(d)('llion  bv  Sir  Franeis  J^ond  Hea<l.  Of  all  tlie  mean, 
cowar<lly  acts  of  tiiat  eontrmptihle  faction,  composing  tlie 
now  almost  extinct  <  )lio\n-chy  of  Upper  Canaihi,  this  was 
the  inost  uncalled  for,  illro-al  and  infamous.  It  was  done 
at  the  instance  of  such  nuMi  as  Christopher  Alexander 
Haoerman,  tlie  tyrant  who,  as  Attorney-General  in  1.S.S7-S, 
persiCUted  the  patriot  [)risoners,  and  probably  Ids  friends 
the  Chief  Justice  Robinson,  \Vm.  H.  Draper,  Henry 
Sherwood  and  R.  B.  Sidlivan. 

Look  for  a  moment  at  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
the  infamv  of  tliem  : 

1st.  Mr,  Ijidwell  had  been  twice  Spi-aker  of  the  Legis- 
lature of   Upper  Canada,  and  was  leader  of   the  Reform 
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party  tor  owv  tiMi  yt!:ir.s,  univ^^rsiilly  n^sjx'ctffl  by  ovoiy- 
oni;  \vl)o  know  luni  for  his  private  aiul  pulilic  cliaracter, 
lik<'\viso  universally  r»3.sp('Ct».Ml  for  his  lo^al  al)ilitieH 

2nil.  Tlie  English  (iov«'i-nin»'iit  lia<l  sent  out  a  despatcli 
rrriuirint,'  Sir  Fi'uncis  Bond  Head  to  t'lcvate  him  and  Dr. 
Jolm  Kolph  to  tliL'  position  of  Jud^^es  ol"  the  (Queen's  Bench 
in  l'S.S(),  which  was  hisidy  disohcycd  hy  the  int<*rt'er«'nce  of 
the  Kaniil}'  Compact,  hecausc  Mr.  Bidwell's  father  had  l>een 
an  Amt'iicun  citizen.  (Contrast  this  with  the  pre.seut 
fawniiii^of  Hni^lfin*!  on  Amhassador  Hayard  and  Amei'icaiis 
gentM-ally. 

;h-d.  Nothing'  ha^l  evt;r  l>een  dont?  by  him  to  warrant  thi' 
belief  tliat  he  was  Ljuilty  of  ti'eason.  lie  luul  «hiring  1S87. 
like  Mr.  HaMwin,  kept  Irinself  aloof  from  politics,  livin^ 
ill  <juietn<;sH,  practisin;^'  his  profession.  He  had  not  at- 
teJided  any  public  or  private  political  nu'etinj^',  nor  had  he 
atirred  uj)  the  people  to  sedition  or  rebellion. 

In  the  inontlis  of  XovtMubei-  and  l)eceml)er,  lfS37,  lie  was 
unusually  ipiiet  (whatever  his  thoUji^dits  and  sympathies 
mij^ht  havM  l)een),and  no  man  who  ret^ai'ded  tlie  rights  of 
the  people?  to  the  Hi-itish  constitution,  could  have  failed  to 
sympathize  with  the  oppressed  Cana(iians. 

4th.  Yet,  (juite  suddenly,  the  vain,  jxjor  creaturi', 
Governor  Head,  under  the  inliuence  of  some  one,  sent  for 
him,  pretending"  to  havt'  a  packaoe  of  letters  ad<h*essed  to 
Mr.  Bid  well  by  some  person  or  persons,  said  to  be  treason- 
able. This  supposed  treasona])le  charge  in  Mr.  l-Jidwell 
Governoi*  Head  laid  before  him,  i>'ivin^  him  as  the  alter- 
natives: either  leave  Canada  forevei*,  oj-  suffer  these  letters 
to  be  opened  and  undergo  .i  <^rial  for  treason  in  the  corrupt 
coui-ta  of  Canada.  Mr.  Bidwell  was  a  timid  man.  He 
kntnv  that  the  courts  of  justice  were  all  in  the  hands  of  his 
enemies,  who,  jealous  of  his  <;T<'at  talents  and  (eminent 
private  character,  would  act  unjustly  to  him.     He  knew 
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too  well  (as  I  <li«l  jil'tci'  triistin*;  to  thrlr  courts)  what  ii 
|)Ut'k(Ml  jury  \V(»uM  do,  it'  tlicrc  sliould  ix'  .1  trial.  There- 
Fore,  he  chose  the  safer  coui's<' <il"  haiiislmieiit.  The  juries 
were  all  packed  hv  sueh  men  as  Shi-riM*  \Villi;nii  1».  Jarvis, 
a  violent  pai'tizan  .ippointed  hy  the  ('onipuct,  ami  u  hitter 
eneniv  of  all  iiefonm  s.  lii.jwt'll  chose  to  Knia f  a  country 
m  which  true  P)ritish  liheitx' auti  worth  were  not  valued  at 
that  time.  Ih-  scaiuht  an  as\lum  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  wljere  he  was  honored,  and  whei-e  lie  lived  foi-  a 
i^eneration  niaetisin*:;  his  i)jofession,  and  jjfreativ  admired 
hy  all  lawyers. 

(Ith.  Xow,  this  may  fairly  be  asUi-d  :  If  Mr.  Bidwell  was 
a  danj^erous  man,  a  leader  of  tiu*  so-called  disloval 
Reformers,  a  leader  of  such  men  as  I^ount  and  Matthews, 
who  we)"«.'  han<(ed  (rather,  j)ulitically  nnirdeied).  why  was 
he  allowed  to  escaiHj  the  ;4;all(tws  «»r  a  trial,  when  such  in- 
significant })ersons  as  the  muitlered  men  who  were  not 
leaders  at  all,  were  executed  in  Turonto  in  Aj)ril,  LS.S.S  !" 
David  Matthews  was  a  faiintr  from  Pickeriiiii-,  and 
Samuel  Lount,  who  ha<l  hecn  in  the  J  legislature  as  a 
member  once,  and  at  his  last  election  contest  cheated  out 
of  his  legal  rights,  was  no  leader.  He  was  a  blacksmith  at 
the  Holland  Landiuir,  a  i!'<J<><l  but  muMlucated  man,  and 
universally  beloved.  He  was  not  en\inent  in  any  public 
way,  but  his  leader,  Bidwell,  was,  and  if  suspected,  should 
have  been  held,  tried,  and  if  guilty,  punished. 

7th.  Why  was  this  not  done  ^  And  what  justice  or 
fairness  was  therein  punishing  his  followers  :*  The  politi- 
cally nuirdered  men,  Lount  an«l  Mattluws.  had  read  the 
speeches  and  observed  the  political  acts  of  such  men  as 
McKenzie,  Rolph,  Bidwell  and  otlieis  in  years  then  past 
when  contending  for  a  promised  British  constitution,  as  all 
liad  the  right  to  do,  and  they  were  only  followers.  Mr. 
Bidwell     had    only    maintnined    rtnist'dalumul    menHurcs, 
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nlthnii^rli  (lit-  \iol;itii»M  of  «lr.s|»ati'li('s  Mont  out  in  liis  favor 
had  l>oen  .set  a.sifl**  aM<l  tlu'  violations  of  tin-  riirhts  of  tho 
|)oopl«'  warrant*''!  violmt  (ipposition.  y«*t  his  ni»'ftn  onoini«'s 
at  tlio  liack  of  (tovoi'noj-  Hca'l  sai«I  Mi'.  liiiUvfll  was  miiltv 
of,    or  sus|)«'cttj<I   to    l>r    <^uilty  of.    treason,   an<l    must   hr 
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ffovernor  Head.  wImmi  sujuM'sedtil  in  1.S.S8  l»y  Sir  Oeort;*' 
Arihur  (a  tyrant  an«l  Hotany  Bay  colonel,  sent  out  to 
furtlier  op))ress  ( 'anadians).  sneak«d  otf  to  Kn«;land.  and  on 
luH  way  lionie  soni^lit  tlie  invsenci'  of  Mr.  Bidw«dl  in  New 
York  City  (who  tried  to  avoid  him),  and  presse«l  for  nn 
interview,  wliich  the  ]att«'r  did  not  want,  hut  which  after 
some  ditlieidly  was  ohtained. 

Head  tht'U  admitted  tliat  lie  had  treate<l  Mr.  Hidwel' 
hadly,  and  that  he  had  heen  instructed  in  a  despatch  from 
Enf^land  to  makr  him  and  Dr.  llolph  judj^es,  and  had  dis- 
obevod  it.     This  was  a  tine  wuv  to  u.se  Britons  ! 

8th.    ^Ir.    Bidwell's  fatlier    was   persecuted  at   Napanee, 
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)ecause  lie.  an  American,  iia<l  witn  hnna  fide  nitentions. 
settled  ill  Canada  near  Napanee,  and  his  election  there  was 
void'd  l)y  the  Kamily  (Nanpact,  as  nothing;  was  too  mean 
for  tlicm  to  do.  His  son.  Mr.  ^f.  S.  Bidwell,  was  l>orn  and 
educated  in  Canada,  and  was  a  British  sul)ject. 

Ha<l  Dr.  Hyer.son  at  that  time  j^one  to  Head  and  remon- 
strated witli  him  and  condemned  his  hack-.stair  advi.sers. 
he  might  have  frustrate!  it.  But  th«»  treachery  of  Egerton 
Ivyerson  had  heen  the  cause  of  tl  e  defeat  of  Bidwell  and 
Peter  Perry  in  the  election  contest  of  1835  ui  «panee. 
This  smooth,  ambitious  Metliodist  ]>reacher  failed  in  the 
hour  of  need  to  do  his  duty  to  a  Chi-istian  brother  at  this 
election,  and  in  December,  1837,  wlien  this  once-called 
friead  of  his  w^as  about  to  be  banished  l)y  legal  spies,  he 
also  forgot  him.  Some  twenty  yeai*s  after,  Dr.  Ryeraon- 
pricker!  in  his  priestly  conscience,  tried  to  persuade  his  old 
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friend  to  r<'tnrn  to  n  couiitrv  ko  hnsa  ns  to  ImmusIi  }iiiii 
witliout  u  CHUsr,  ull<';i;iu;r  tliat  it  was  illcunlly  «ione.  Mr. 
Bidwi'll  ))r()|H'rly  rcluHcil  to  liston  to  liis  syrcn-ton^H'id 
Ciiristiaii  lirotlit'r,  so  <^oo<l  in  (»I<I  tinu'>.  He  j)i'o|)<'rly  .soid 
no  !  Im  won  I  1  never  n-tni-n  to  a  connh'V  wliicli  wo\ii«l  treat 
an  innoeent  man  as  lie  Iiad  Ix'cn  trea'od.  He  thus  f.jtent 
his  life  in  New  York  City,  l^p  to  the  aj^c  ol'  seventy,  lie 
live(l  there  iionoicfl  and  loved  until  lie  passed  to  his  Ood, 
whom  he  loved  and  adored,  and  the  i"(^wai'd  of  eternal  HtV. 
A  f^reat  meetine*  ol'  the  Ijar  ol'  New  York  City  was  eall<  I  m 
his  death,  many  laudatory  resolutions  were  passed  in  Ids 
memorv,  setting'  I'oi'th  his  ixreat  !'.i'd  knowledi^e  .'Mid 
eminent  private  character. 

Mr.  Bidwell  was  very  IVIendlv  to  me.  He  attondofi  inv 
mariia^e  to  my  first  wilV;  in  the  sprin;;  ol"  I  Sli7,  and  wrote 
me  the  following;'  iett«'r  afti-r  I  ha<l  heen  so  sliamctully 
treate<l  hy  the  l\-nnily  Compact  in  iny  impj'Isonmont,  to 
whoso  tender  ntercies  some  say  he  should  fhave  trust'.'d 
himself:  "I  could  easily  have  left  Canada  in  iH'il.  I  wa.s 
advisi'd  to  do  so — i/es,  offered  /(trUitif^^  to  do  .<o — V>ut 
scorned  to  leave  a  country  I  loved,  knowinj[]f,  as  i  then 
knew  and  liave  always  asserted,  that  T  was  not  guilty  of 
any  olfenee,  nnich  le-^s  of  treason  oi-  sedition." 

In  1887-8,  no  influential  man  haviny"  politic.d  eneiai'*s 
(especially  in  the  courts  over  which  Jolni  I'everlej'  Roltin- 
Hon  presided,  with  the  tyrant  C.  A.  ITafccrnian  as  Attornev- 
General,  and  a  packed  Jury),  could  expect  a  fair  tri:\l  ov 
British  justice. 

If  tliere  ever  was  an  ornament  to  society  an«l  a  Christi'iu 
gentleman,  Mr.  Bidwell  was  one.  When  at  school  in  1827-8 
in  Dundas,  as  spoken  of,  I  first  saw  him.  He  was  a  hrotrier- 
in-law  of  that  nohle  woman,  Mrs.  Manuel  Oserfield,  of 
whom  I  have  spoken  in  one  of  the  early  chapters  of  this 
book,     I  saw  him  several   tiiiu^s  as  he  passed  the  sch(»«;l  on 
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lii.s  way  to  Iht  house,  nnd  r«iH('iiilM>r  Imw  liis  nol)|«  ;\m.1 
iiit«>ll«'('t(ial  fact'  iiii)tr»'MM('«|  im\  and  liow  liis  jn'iNnnal 
apjM'arancr  indlcatrl  his  tni<   ami  lA'iy  (.-haractfr. 

PR.  ,ums  uor,i'ii  avd  BiDWF.r.i.  mkr  kuiknds. 

I  havo  said  in  IH.'il  I  spent  twn  weeks  at  their  hmi^,,-  ,.!i 
then  Lot  Street,  now  '^)neen  Street  west,  nt  the  head  of 
Hay  Street.  Mr.  Bidwell  was  the  l)est  ])h'aderand  s|h  tUt'r 
in  (T|»]ier  Canada.  Jolni  Beverley  Uohin.son  was  hi  I'mv 
\H'H),  eonsifh'red  .-m  'iniiK'nt  s[)eaker  ami  hiwy<'r.  I>nt  ht? 
was  not  equal  t<>  Mr.  I'IdwfM.  nor  his  knowledue  til'  law  as 
extensive. 

-Mr.  Fiidwi'  Is  wish,  as  t-vpri'ssed  to  his  I'riejids  IteTore 
his  (h'atli,  wa^  that  (lod  nii^^lit  <;fant  him  i  he  hles.siiii,' of 
heiuiT  called  awav  IVoni  life  in  a  nioniont,  as  it  were.  And 
so,  wlien  he  was  sittin;^  in  his  otliee  at  liis  desk,  he  siiddi-nly 
left  this  mortal  seenc  ni'  strife,  and  in  t!ie  oomnanv  of  holv 
aiiL^els  went  to  his  eternal  rest  with  the  Lord  Je.sus,  whom 
he  had  lovfd  and  w  oi-shijiped  stt  lojio-. 


THE    I'OMTtf'AL    <'oXI>U(T    OF    UoF.I'II    AXO    iUDWK?,!.. 

The  political  acts  of  Dr.  Kolph  and  Mv.  IJiilwell  lor 
many  years,  certaiidy  from  182')  to  18.S7,  nil  tendecl  to 
promote  Upper  ('anada's  hest  interests.  They  were  in 
favor  of  the  true  exposition  of  the  British  constitution,  the 
dev()ti«)ii  of  the  ( 'UmviN'  Iveserves  to  education,  and  the 
tolerance  of  all  Christian  d-nominjitions.  i^Thev  were 
instrumentid  in  <lo;ni;-  what  tie-  h-nye  bodies  of  the  ^leth- 
odists  and  l^'e.shyterians  j-e(|uir«d. 

The  false  r»fonner,  E«;'erton  Kyt-i'son,  knew  this  well,  and 
obtained,  in  18.S0,  the  ri^^ht  for  all  Chi-i.stian  .sects  to 
perform  the  mairia^e  ceremony,  shamefully  refused  by  the 
enemi<'s  of  fair  pi'lNile'^r^s. 
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'riie  law  of  ]n*iiiio;4riiiturt',  tin*  removal  ol"  prirsts  aii<l 
otlic<>-liol«l('rs  tVoni  tli**  Ii<'j;riHlati\«'  (.\»uncil.  tin*  shaiiu.-riil 
plurality  ortit'e-'ioMinu-,  th<'  iinlfpcii'lt'iKM'  of  the  ju«licijiry. 
tlif  impartiality  of  tin-  J^aihl  ^Jrants  dcpartinriit .  wrir 
a<l\ <)cat«'fl  1>\'  tlu'iii  -sim-c  ol>taiin'<l. 

Their  sprt'chcs  and  ert'oits  in  fa\or  of  a  free  school 
My.stem  were  lon;^  pn-cpdcnt  in  Dr.  liycrson.  Mo  Can  Uaii 
who  knows  the  historv  of  hi^  eountrv  from  l.S2r)  to  SM7 
can  fojyet  tlie  etrorts  of  th*-    •  t\V(»  men. 

These  an'  the  letters  (»f  |)i-.  l{(tl])li  and  Mi".  Hidwell 
allutled  to,  which  I   inst»rt.  and  one   fnmi   m\'  f'resbvterjan 

])aMtor  of  iMvS.  which   show   l) stimation    in    which  they 

licld  me  : 


KXTKACT  FKo.M    .Mi:.   l?l  DWKIJ/S  MIT'I'KK. 
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".Mv  DF.Ait  Sill, — I  hiivo  recon  til  your  Icttorof  the  *Jl>th  Se|tti)nibcr. 
The  t'ircumstiiaces  iiudcr  wliicli  1  wus  mlmitted  to  pnictico  were  dif- 
ferent from  yours.  1  was  si  riti/.tu  of  the  I'uitod  StJifes,  iny  father 
being  an  Auieriean.  The  judges  avo  men  of  yroat  lihorality  of  feclinu. 
Not  being  a  citizen,  your  ease  may  ho  ditForent  from  mine.  It  will 
give  me  mucli  pleasure  to  aid  you  all  I  can.  Having  escaped  with 
very  little  means,  it  may  be  ditlicult  for  nm  t"  tiiicceed  here.  T  trust 
to  a  gracious  and  overruling  Providence  which,  I  trust,  will  also  take 
care  of  you.  Be  cautious  a.s  to  what  you  say  about  (.'anada,  aa  the 
neutrality  law  of  this  country  will  be  upheld.  If  any  opportunity 
arises  to  aid  you,  1  will  not  fail  to  avail  myself  of  it.  I  take  an 
interest,  and  always  shall,  in  the  i)rosperity  of  Canadians;  feel  deeply 
for  them.  T  deplore  the  manner  in  which  they  are  governed,  and 
most  ardently  desire  to  see  a  spirit  of  mercy  shown,  and  wisdom  and 
liberality  may  be  shown  them.  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  better 
days  are  in  store  for  the  Canadians  who,  it  seems  to  bo  admitted  on 
all  sides,  are  in  a  very  bad  way.  Mrs.  Hid  well  and  my  sister  unite 
with  mo  in  dosiring  your  and  Mrs.  Durand's  welfare. 

"  Yours, 

"TSIakshall  S.  BinwELL." 
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KXTKACT  I  i;<».M   \\\{.  .loHN   |{(MJMIS  LKTTKK. 

"KorHKsiKii,  n,!.  Hfh,  IH.JH 

".M>  Dkak  Sii;.     N  Kill- Icttc'i  rc»ithc<l  lao  to  iIh).    I  ro.illycongraiii 
Ute  yoii  U|i()ii  buiii'4  iMuialiutl  to  tliu  (iiitud  StatuH,  n  country  in  whicii 


fivo  inHtitutionn  iirr  liilly  iui<»i<ni/e<l  und  enjuyud.  It  is  tiiiu  you  nw 
dolwirred  from  piaclirtini;  your  pt-ofoHHion,  l>y  which  your  Hci|uircnioni.s 
Hnd  moral  character  wouM  unable  you  tt*  obtain  a  cnmfortablu  liveli- 
hood, hut  hope  to  hear  of  your  l»eini.'  rowardiMl  with  the  HUc(!es.s  you 
deserve.     V<»u  niu.it  U'»t  think  yourself  a  Htraoi^er  auionirst  the  people 


.fthi 


beli 


that  Iheh 


■led- 


d 


di 


rectitu( 

which  you  have  brouifhf  with  you  will  fail  under  Divine  Providence  to 
secure  to  you  in  the  end  '^roitcr  happiness  than  cmild  be  obtained  in 
Canada,  het  luu  know  how  I  can  benetit  you.  I  was  a  Hencher  of 
the  Law  Society  of  Tpper  Canada  when  you  passed,  can  certify  to 
your  admission  under  a  creditable  examination  will  \w  happy  so  to 
certify  -  would  recoujiuend  you  to  continue  your  practice  have  no 
doubt  you  will  secure  an  honorable  distinction.  A  a  friend  of  your 
father,  and  act|uaintf'd  with  you  in  early  life,  it  would  gratify  me  to 
hear  of  your  h.ippine-n  ,iad  success  here. 

"Truly  yours, 

".lolIN   UoLrii." 


LETTKKS  FKU.M  MR.  Fl  RMAN  AND  Mil.  MARSH, 
PlIKSin'TERIAN  MINISTERS. 

"IUfkalo,  (M.  10//.,  1838, 

"  Tt  atVord.s  nic  pleasure  to  say  that  the  bearer,  Charles  Durand, 
Esq.,  has  been  a  practising  attorney  and  l)arri8ter  in  the  town  of 
Hamilton,  Province  of  I'pper  I'anada, 

'*  From  Common  report,  as  well  as  from  personal  acijuaintance  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  T  Itelieve  him  to  be  of  good  moral  character 
and  to  have  maintained  a  reputable  standiuij  as  a  citizen  and  a  lawyer. 
The  bold  and  free  expres-sion  of  lu.s  liberal  political  sentiments  has 
been  the  occasion  of  his  late  suH'erings,  and  of  his  being  now  an  exile 
for  life  from  the  land  which  gave  him  birth. 

"  1  Am  cheerful  in  recouunending  him^oth  for  his  abilities  as  a 
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lawyer,  find  fi>r  hi.s  woitli  ns  n  private  citi/en,  to  the  favoriMe  con- 
sideration of  ail  witi)  wliMin  my  name  may  have  any  intiwence. 

"CUAS.    K.    FlKMAN, 

"  Ldfi    /V/v/o/'  o/'  //((  J'rtMhift)  t\rin  Chiirvh  <>/  Honultoti,  f'.C, 

noiv  (if  VIc/of,  X.  y." 


If 


I 
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"lirKFAf.o.    Ilrt.    10//.,    18.% 

"It  gives  me  pleasure  to  ntato  that  I  have  been  personally  ac- 
liuainted  with  Charles  Diiraud,  Esq.,  for  more  than  seven  years,  and 
1  most  gladly  concur  in  the  ahovo  certiticate. 

"EnwAitn  ]\rAUSit, 

"  Latt  Pnstor  of  the  Pr<-liy/i rimi  Church  of  Barton,  Gore 
f)i.vtri'<f,  ("pptr  Canada." 

ON    THE    DEATH    OF    MV    lA'^HKU,    WHICH    OCCrRUED   ON    THE 
22X1)    DAY    OF    .MAUC.i,    1833,    AT    llAMn.T<>N. 

My  father's  «a';vve  at  Aiicaster  lia.s  been  visited  tiDmiallv 
by  II. e  i'or  over  sixty  years,  except  diiriiin'  six  years,  from 
LS3S  to  18J-4,  wlion  I  was  {ibsont  from  Cana«Ia.  aii'1  the 
jnonument  over  it  was  supcriiiteiuled  when  built  by  me  in 
KS8i,  and  the  epit;iph  put  on  it  by  me. 

In  a  book  o**  ^'  «nir]y  pot'try,  I  find  these  lines  written 
on  ir.v  lathe    '  d.  'th.  and  dated  24th  DeCfinbor,  183o  : 

Av       },  my  muse,  to  iilial  lo\o, 
A.    use  alle-.-t  ion's  dearest  tiame. 
And  praise  a  father's  cherished  nai'ie. 

And  all  my  tenderest  feelings  move. 

My  father  I  it  is  sweet  indeed, 

Thy  memory  to  recall  ag;iin  ; 

Thou  wert  so  kind,  it  gives  me  pain 
To  think  d^  wliat  the  fates  decreed 
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And  Hhiiil  wo  never  meet  n<^ain  ? 

Oh,  where  tViou  art  tliy  son  must  conio. 

The  grave,  mI;i>.  I  is  our  Inst  houu'  ; 
Vet  still  thy  nu'iin  ly  cloth  remain. 

As  loni^  us  life  shall  warm  my  breaKt 

Or  heart  of  mo,  thy  son  on  earth, 

A  father's  kindnosn  and  his  worth 
Shall  wariii  my  smuI  until  its  rcwt. 

Tliitiigh  wintry  winds  may  sue^)  thy  gr ivc. 

And  summer  breezes  jiass  it  by. 

Vet  1  will  cimo  and  o'er  thee  sif^li, 
And  drop  a  tear  iio  time  can  lave. 

Etei'nal  peace  surrounds  thy  dust, 

And  whiJther  winter's  tomi)fsts  tiy 

Above,  or  spring  glows  in  tlio  sky, 
Thou  Ci'rest  not — the  living  must. 

When  young,  i  hsjard  thy  tender  voice 

Ai)plaud  in  me  a  studious  turn, 

As  early  then  thou  couldst  discern 
A  student's  way,  my  life's  first  choice. 

Tlie  t'ollowiii;;  staiizu  is  S'-lcctc*] 

"Remember  thy  father,  for  now  he  is  ohl. 
His  locks  intermingled  witli  grey, 
TTiH  fonts*-eps  ;ire  feeble,  once  fearless  and  bold, 
Thy  father  is  pa.'.sing  aw.iy."' 

It  was  a  inelnneholy  tinio  i'or  wiv.  at  the  a^v  of  not  ([uite 
twenty-two,  to  lose  a  fatlier  whom  I  ha<]  known  since 
childhood,  wlio  liad  ever,  witli  all  otiier  faults,  been  indul- 
gent and  kind  to  me,  seeklufj^  my  welfarr.  No  unkindness 
was  ever  shown  by  liim  to  mo.  and  if  any  word  was  spoken, 
It  was  for  my  iniprovemcnt. 

Moses,  when  he  was  the  instrument  of  the  promulg;ation 
of  the  wonderful  Ten  Comm;ni<]ments  of  God  to  men,  if  (Jod 
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liad  caiiscil  to  V)e  written  on  stone  no  other  couiniHiidineni 
than  tills.  ■  Konoi-  thy  tathi-r  an<l  thy  mother  that  tlj> 
<h»y.s  nijjy  In-  lon^  n[»on  the  land  whieh  tlie  Lord  thy  (J(>d 
^•iveth  tljf^f.'  would  be  wortliy  of  all  adniiriition  and  rever- 
ence from  .ill  mankind  so  lon<»:  as  the  world  lasts. 

RemendxM'  tho.se  who  hrouo;ht  thee  into  being,  who 
watched  over  thee  in  tender  infancy,  when  thou  wert  a 
helph^ss  infant,  no  eye  to  <,Mze  on  thee,  no  arm  to  clas]) 
the<',  no  heart  to  pitx'^  thee. 

Yes.  who  call  fori;et  father  and  mother  '  Oh,  man  !  oh. 
woman  !  never  forijfet  those  who  shed  tears  over  thy  tender 
infancy.  Voii  may  fort;et  otl\er  things — never  fo)';^et  thy 
parents  with  all  their  faults.  I  thank  Ood  I  can  say  that 
(and  if  faults  I  have,  who  has  not'  )  I  have  revered  my 
parents.  If  there  is  o)ie  fault  (iod  will  not  forgive,  it  is 
the  forgetful ne.ss  of  ehiMren  of  filial  duties. 

These  wonderful  eommamlments,  given  from  Mount 
Sinai,  at  which  infidels  sneer,  were  never  eriven  ]»y  njan 
alone,  but  emanated  from  some  great  and  infinite  mind. 
Even  the  eonnuandment  at  which  so  many  nowadays 
sneer,  disregard  and  m  isli  to  turn  the  day  into  one  of 
pleasure  only,  saying,  "  Man  was  not  made  for  the  Sabbath, 
but  the  Sal  (bath  foi-  man."  which  Christ  meant  in  a  good 
and  wise  sense,  not  in  the  sense  taken  by  Sabbath-breakers, 
is  a  noble  one.  I  am  for  keeping  the  Sabbath  in  a  devout 
and  holy  way,  not  a  bigoted  way.  yet  in  a  devotional  spirit. 
I  believe  in  the  cessation  of  all  ordinary  work,  all  unneces- 
sary  pleasures,  that  theatres,  Sun<l:iy  cars,  excursions  with 
music,  and  great  military  parades  should  cease  on  that 
day.  "  KemcMnber  the  Sabbath  day  to  ki^^p  it  holy."  If  it 
had  not  been  amoni>'  these  wonderful  connnandments,  it 
ought  to  have  been  put  there.  These  commandments 
given  in  the  mountains  of  the  desert  are  for  all  time,  for 
man  at  large,  by  the  operation  of  a  divine  mind.     The  old 
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}3ouk  uF  our  inrancy  iiuiy  luivt-  its  i'aults,  its  ineonsisti'iiciejs, 
scieiititicallv,  but  at'trr  all,  its  omnd  saving's  and  its  mauv 
^raiul  chai'ac'ters  like  .l()S«'j>ii,  l)ani«'l,  Fsaiali,  Moses  an*! 
Abraliani,  should  niakr  it  honoie<l  .ind  iMVor  to  be  I'oi- 
uottt'ii.  Who  can  ivad  th«'  Mook  of  .Job  and  not  bo  struck 
witii  its  bri«^iit  tiiou*;lits.  its  (Un-p  morality,  its  wrand  rever- 
ence I'ordod  (  My  niothi'i-  told  iiio  to  read  this  l)ook  on 
lier  dvintr  bed.  I  read  it  throuyh  before  I  was  twentv.and 
when  we  think  how  many  a  poor  tlying  woman,  how 
manv  a  widow  nv  man  ol"  V)Overtv  it  lias  consoled  in  his 
last  mouK'ntsol"  lilr.  wr  led  eonstraine<l  tosav,as  .jetlerson 
did  to  Paine.  "  Mi'.  Paine,  vou  may  scot!'  at  this  Book,  mav 
try  to  turn  men  a^aijist  it,  l)Ut  don  I  let  the  ti»;ei*  loose  on 
men." 

We  must  ha\»;a  ( lod  and  a  reIi<>ion,  nnd  there  nnist  be 
truth  in  some  [)lace,  in  some  book.  Jesus  has  told  us  where 
it  is — it  is  in  (lod  whom  lie  represented. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  ]s:VA.  I  was  dressed  to 
^o  to  an  evenini;'  i»arty  in  Hamilton,  was  boarding  at  the 
ureat  hotel  of  Mr.  Burley,  fit  HMmiltnn,  and  mv  dear  father 
being  there  in  his  carriage,  and  about  lo  go  w  rst  to  see  liis 
sons  in  ])elaware  the  next  day,  came  to  my  hotel  to  take  an 
attectionate  farewell  of  me  for  the  time.  He  was  unusually 
pleasant  and  smiling,  talkati\  e  and  afi'ectionate.  We  parted 
pleasantly,  atlectionately,  and  he  left  in  his  carriage  near 
dark,  going  towards  Dundas.  where  he  was  to  stay  all  night. 

Now%  how  often  we  have  heai'd  the  dread  saying,  "Jn  the 
midst  of  life  we  are  in  death."  Many  instances  have 
occurred  in  this  city  among  my  own  personal  friends.  I 
might  mention  two.  The  late  Hon.  Stephen  Richards,  with 
whom  I  was  very  fi'iendly — we  alwjiys  conversed  wlien 
we  met,  freipiently  upon  politics,  often  upon  religions 
matters — was  in  18i)'>  residing  with  his  wife  on  the  Island 
At  the  close  of  the  .season  in  September,  he  and  his  wife 
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w«ri«  coiniiii,'  away  iii  vi"\v  of  j^oin^r  to  CaliConua,  and  he, 
stanling  on  tlie  wliarf  Ity  ln-v.  siuMenly  fell  down  at  he) 
feot,  lead,  said  not  a  word,  nor  niowd.  He  was  not  very 
old  -.^eV(^nty-Hve. 

'Du!  late  John  Beverley  Rohin.son,  ex-Lieut.-(/Ovenior  of 
Ontario,  last  June  went  to   the   Massey  Hal)   ;(reat  Con 
servative  meeting  to   speak.      He  fflt  ill  on  arriving  there 
and  in  an  ante-room  suddenly  fell  forward  and  died.     He 
was  the   same  age  as   Mr.  Richards,  and  had  bt'en  a  very 
ht'altliv  athletic  man  all  his  life. 

In  the  midst  (jf  life  we  arc  all  in  the  nii<lst  of  death  One 
hour  after  I  had  seen  father,  joyful  and  smilin<^  I  saw  him 
in  the  parlor  of  Mi*.  l*eter  H.  Hnmilton.  his  s(  n-in-lavv,  on 
the  tloor,  with  a  doctor  attending  him. 

'  )n  going  to  J)un<las,  he  was  passing  the  part  of  the  town 
then  known  as  old  Mr.  Mills'  house,  near  where  the  Agri- 
cultural Palace  gi'ounds  wer'\  m  a  woody  part,  a  short 
distance  from  Beasley's  Hollow,  as  then  called,  and  lie 
stopped  his  wagon  and  horses  to  take  in  two  young  women 
walking  towards  Dundas  who,  from  politeness,  he  wished 
to  as.sist  in  tlieir  night  journey.  By  some  means  not  known, 
the  horses  took  fri<^ht  and  starte<l  to  run,  throwinir  him 
out,  and  he  fell  upon  his  la'ad,  and  caused  a  concussion  of 
the  brain.  He  lay  in  an  unconscious  state  until  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  March,  and  died  insensible. 

HIS  DOCTOR  CALLED    >N    BY   PETER    H.   HAMILTON. 

This  doctor  was  a  bitter  political  enemy  of  his  wiio 
happened  there  at  the  time,  and  was  the  last  man  on  »'  irth 
who  ought  to  have  l^een.  My  brothers,  James  and  George, 
were  in  Dundas,  and  did  not  like  to  interfere  after  Hamil- 
ton was  called  in,  .so  let  him  ))e  the  ita<ling  doctor  in  the 
case.  Dr.  Merrick,  of  Hamilton,  was  called  in  as  second 
doctor,  and  lastly  Dr.  John  Rolph,  of  Toronto,  was  brought 
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Up,  wlioMi   iny  tatlji  r,  it'  Mhlf.  would    li.ive  culled,  but  only 
.•top|)«!«l  one  day. 

\  w;iH  a  youn.i(  niiUi,  and  could  not  intcrt'iTo.  What  a 
niflanclioly  fhan<^o  !  (ieor;,^'  was  at  a  daiicin;^^  P^H'ty  at 
Aiicast'T,  ;ii!d  1  was  dross(Ml  to  ^o  to  one.  Here  was  a 
sc«'n«;,  .1.  it  wt'ie,  iVoni  joyous,  expectant  lite  in  the  lull 
manhoMd  of  life  to  unconHciousness  and  death.  Could  an^'- 
tliin;;'  1h'  JMoi'e  .>tai-tlinj;"  to  son.s  {  My  father  was  only  liity- 
eii^hl  jiist  past,  an<l  in  lull  le-alth  of  body  and  nnnil. 

He  was  the  llenistrar  of  the  larn(>  counties  of  Wentworth 
and  Halton,  a  valuable  pi-i/-e  i'oi-  anyone  in  a  new  country; 
had  be<.'n  so  i'oi"  a))out  hlteen  years,  and  this  Dr.  Hamilton 
was  th«' ]>erHon  tried  and  fined  in  IS27forthe  assault  on 
Mr.  Oeor^^e  Hol))h. 

l)r,  Hiiiiiilton  was  the  bosom  friend  of  Allan  N.  MeNabb, 
the'  ni(3an  office-seeker  of  Hamilton,  the  bully  in  politics  of 
the  old  corrupt  Family  (compact. 

This  ofliee'  on  my  father's  death  should  have  been  iriven 
to  one  of  his  sons,  at  least  the  Halton  part  shoild.  Instead 
it  was  giv(Ui,  at  Allan  McXabb's  request,  no  doubt,  to  a 
penniless  brother  of  his,  David  McNabb,  who  died  ;  then  it 
fell  to  the  bvother-in-law,  Stewart,  of  McNabb.  The 
Halton  part  of  it  was  given  to  a  Mr.  Racey, 

T  make  no  furtlier  comment  on  this  matter  than  to  say 
that  the  two,  Dr.  Hamilton  anrl  McNal)b,  were  seen  in 
conversation  in  a  walk  by  my  l))-others,  <luring  my 
fatlier  s  illness,  near  Hamilton.  F  shall  necessarily  liave  to 
shov  tht;  doings  and  ciiaracter  of  Allan  N.  McNabb  in 
many  Hamilton  transactions  in  other  chapters. 

I  continued  in  1838  (as  I  alwa3's  do)  to  employ  myself 
usefully,  never  was  an  idl(>  man,  trust  never  will  be.  Thus 
being  religiously  dis])0.sed,  not  certain  how  life's  events 
might  turn  out,  I  opened  a  farmers'  Sunday  Scliool  to  teach 
farmers'  boys  and  girls,  three  miles  from  Hamilton  and  two 
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from  l)\iM(ljis,  oil  fill'  ru{i<l  Icailint;-  IVom  Miiniilton  to 
Dinnlas,  in  April,  \s:]'A,  witli  a  sclux))  of  .'ihuut  twenty  girls 
aii<l  l»o\s,  froiii  romletii  to  twenty,  jukI  tau;;ht  this  school 
until  Deceniher,  iiS.'i:).  \  t'r\-  siicc'esslnlU-  assisted  bv  Caleb 
Kor.svth.  It  is  one  ol'  the  ))leasant  oase>  in  niv  lite  I  can 
rel'er  to.  (iod's  blessin*;'  upon  it.  Th-'n.  in  J)eeeniber, 
visited  my  bi-others  in  the  west,  and  in  the  States  in  1885. 

The  worhl  will  not  stand  still,  let  what  ha])[)en  that  may, 
but  the  sudden  death  ol'  tn'-  father  was  a  shock  to  all  the 
iittiiirs  of  t)ur  familv.  ( leoi-e-e  went  west  to  Sarnia  to  live, 
and  o}>ened  a  .store,  and  my  hrotheis  who  were  at  ])elavvave 
remained  there  ;  ni\  sister  lleim  i-einained  in  Toronto  at 
Hciiool  until  her  death. 

The  citizens  of  Hamilton  were  then  \  ery  few.  There 
was    no    Knu'lish    church   there,  and   no   Presbyterian  one. 

C7  '  ft, 

except  Mr.  Gale's  on  James  Street  south.  A  new  one,  tlu' 
American  Revivalist   Presbvterian   Clnnch,  established  bv 

•/  '  ft 

the  New  York  Presbyterian  bodv,  existed  on  John  Street 
— an  Episcopal  Methodist,  W'ellin^tnn  and  Kin^-  Streets. 

I  preferred  the  new  Presbyterian  Church,  and  its  sim;  !e 
forms  and  mode  of  worship,  as  well  as  its  earnestness  in 
worship,  to  the  Church  of  Kn^land  :  tluM-efore  as  there  was 
one  which  I  thouoht  earnest  in  its  eiuleavor  to  advance 
Christ's  Gospel,  called  the  American  IJevivalist  Presby- 
terian ChiU'ch,  1  became  a  mendxt-.  'I'he  Rev.  Charles 
Furman  was  its  [)astor  (see  his  letter  in  Chapter  VII.).  Mr. 
Leonard,  a  retired  merchant,  was  a  devoted  and  earnest 
mendjer  of  it,  a  leader  in  this  church,  A  Mr.  Winchester 
was  also  a  very  earnest  niendier. 

As  I  am  always  earnest  an<l  enei-e-otic  in  all  that  I  under- 

ft  o 

take,  and  there  was  onlv  one  Sunday  School  in  or  near 
Hamilton,  I  got  up  the  above  first  Presbyterian  Sabbath 
School  ever  started  there,  as  said,  three  Tuiles  from  Hamil- 
ton, on  the  Dmi<las  and   Hamilton  road,  taught  in  it  all  the 
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year,  from  early  spring  until  December,  walking  oul  every 
Sabbath  afternoon  to  hold  meetings  On  the  way  to  my 
school,  Mr.  Caleb  Forsyth,  a  farmer,  as  said,  who  owned  a 
large  farm  which  his  son  James  still  owns,  used  to  meet 
me.  He  came  out  as  I  passed  his  house,  joined  me,  and 
h  3lped  teach  the  young  men  and  women. 

The  school  was  composed,  as  said,  of  young  girls  and 
boys,  children  of  the  resident  farmers,  some  nearly  as  old 
as  myself.  I  often  think  what  a  pleasant  time  we  had  in 
carrying  on  this  school.  I  also  call  to  mind  the  help  Mr. 
Forsyth  gave  me.  I  never  saw  a  more  devoted  Christian 
than  he  was.  He  seemed  completely  wrapped  up  in  the 
worship  of  his  Saviour,  and  as  we  walked  along,  he  would 
exclaim,  "  Blessed  Jesus  !  blessed  Jesus  !  how  I  love  you  ! " 
This  is  the  sort  of  worship  one  likes  to  see  in  a  Christian. 
It  was  not  a  put-on  excitement,  a  temporary  thing,  but  a 
real  flow  of  religion  from  the  soul,  having  faith  in  Christ 
as  a  loving  Saviour.  When  I  was  in  Chicago,  in  1840,  he 
and  his  wife  called  at  my  house  to  see  me.  He  died,  1 
believe,  in  the  same  loving  faith  in  which  he  lived.  Oh, 
that  we  all  could  do  the  same  ! 

In  December  late  in  1833, 1  paid  my  brothers  Henry. 
Ferdinand  and  Alonzo  a  visit  at  their  Delaware  store,  and 
went  with  Henry  on  a  winter  journey  to  meet  our  brother 
at  Sandwich.  It  was  a  long  sleigh  ride,  but  a  pleasant  one  ; 
took  us  two  days  up  and  two  days  return.  I  recollect  how 
common  venison  was  in  every  tavern  where  we  stopped. 
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A  PRIMITIVE  ATTEMPT  AT  PREACHING  IN  THE  BACKWOODS. 

Before  going  up,  I  called  by  notice  a  Sunday  meeting  of 
the  settlers  to  attend  on  the  Sabbath  to  hear  me  preach  in 
the  woods  (as  it  were)  about  the  Gospel.  This  was  the 
only  attempt  made  to  do  so,  although  I  have  often  spoken 
in  Toronto  to  Sabbath  Schools  and  prayer  meetings. 
13 
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Delaware  vilkgo  was  n  vnde  }ianilot,  ami  the  peoplo 
scarcely  ever  heard  prejicliin^  of  any  kind,  ho  my  attempt 
to  enlighten  them  was  a  good  one. 

Atter  my  vis't  to  Windsor  and  Sandwich,  I  returned  the 
wny  I  en rne  (stopping  at  Delaware  a  few  days)  to  Mamilton. 

THE    SUKI'HESK    Al     MY    CHANCJE    r\    I, IKK. 

Many  persons  in  Hamilton  thought  it  strange  I'or  nie  to 
join  a  revivalist  church,  a  bright  young  student,  and  Bome 
ridiculed  the  idea.  I'hey  an*  .ill  dead  who  did  so.  I  will 
name  a  few — Edward  Jackson  a  worldly,  business  mari : 
John  Winer,  a  good-natured,  easy-going,  worldly  man;  Mr. 
Daily,  an  innkeeper,  very  worldly :  the  two  ( Marks,  one  a 
cabinet  maker,  the  other  a  tailor,  very  worldly  ;  Alexander 
Carpenter,  the  I'oundryman ;  Mr.  Hurley,  the  innkeeper, 
and  (i^'orge  Carey,  the  innkeeper ;  Mr.  SheMon,  near 
Kamilton ;  the  Case  family,  among  them  Horace,  now 
dead.  Doctor  William  Case,  now  so  old,  near  100;  the 
Stinsons.  merchants,  all  dea<l ;  the  Hamilton  (George's) 
Family:  Mr.  Jolin  Law,  Stephen  Kandall,  SheritF  Jarvis,  all 
dead.  I  forgot  Mr.  Aiulrt'w  Miller  and  Andrew  Mcllroy. 
These  were  some  of  them  that  kn^w  me.  ar>d  yet  auothei- 
well-known  worldly  man,  Allan  N.  McNabb.  always  then 
and  ever  so,  to  my  knowledge,  scoffing  at  religion.  My  own 
brother-in-law,  Peter  H.  Hamilton,  was  very  indifferent.  I 
thought  1  was  right — know  it  was  so. 

If  there  is  any  true  religion.  \  then  thought,  still  think, 
it  is  the  Christian,  founded  bv  the  Lord  Jesus  ( 'hrist.  If 
it  is  not  true,  we  are  all  at  sea,  wandering  in  doubt  theo- 
logically, looking  for  some  great  impostor  in  religion  to 
arise  and  lead  us  astray.  Will  there  ever  be  such  ?  Just 
at  this  time,  1831  to  183'J,  that  great  humbug,  Joseph 
Smith,  of  New  York  State,  arose  to  humbug  people  with 
his  Latter-day  Saint  religion. 
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JOSKIMI    SMI  III,    TMK    MoRMitN    IMPOSTOH. 

A  delegate  of  this  iiifainoiiH  iinpoHtor  came  to  Humiltoa 
Noinowiiere  about  \Hli\.  He,  tJoseph,  had  .started  his  new 
religion  in  New  York  State  by  pretending  an  angel  had 
told  him  where  the  hid<len  atone  wherein  the  latter  day 
l)ible  was  eoiiccaled.  The  delogat*-  held  a  meeting  ;  only  a 
few  of  iih  attended,  among  them  the  laughing,  g(xx!-natured 
mereh.xnt.  McDonald.  Does  anyone  in  Hamiiton  refnember 
tliis  man  '(  His  stoic  was  about  thre*'  liundrt'd  feet  from 
the  south-east  cortior  of  John  and  King  Streets.  Well,  he 
took  the  delegatr'  in  hand,  and  said:  "  Now,  yon  say  your 
propliet  tJoe  can  do  miracles,  and  you  can.  Here,"  says 
McDonald,  'is  a  crooked  piece  of  wood;  turn  this  into  a 
pot  hook  to  hang  pots  on,  and  I  will  believe  you." 

We  had  a  great  laugh  at  him,  and  he  made  no  converts 
in  Hamilton.  One  of  the  missionaries  went  to  Tj<mdon, 
Canada,  and  attfinpted  to  walk  the  River  Thames,  and 
failed  to  do  it  and  sank  in.  Who  would  think  that  in  the 
enlightened  United  States,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  such 
a  rascal  as  Joe  Smith  could  have  got  up  a  religion  ?  He 
did  so  in  Illinois. 

Wheii  I  went  to  Illinois  in  18.*J9,  this  great  humbug  was 
there,  and  opened  his  religious  campaign  at  a  place  in  the 
south  of  the  State,  called  "  Nauvoo,"  where  he  flourished 
for  a  few  years,  and  finally  the  people  arose  against  him 
and  ho  was  killed.     More  of  this  religion  anon. 

The  revivalists  of  our  Presbyterian  Church  in  Hamilton, 
about  twenty  of  us,  went  in  the  summer  of  1833  in  wagons 
to  Brantford,  then  a  little  (chiefly  Indians)  village.  We 
held  meetings  for  about  a  week,  had  a  successful  time ; 
did  no  doubt  some  good,  for  on  all  sides  Indian  villages 
are  immoral.  We  had  our  meetings  sometimes  in  old  Mr. 
Wilkes  house,  where  he  had  a  young  family  growing  up, 
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and  a  f(?w  ^rowti  up.  One  of  thiH  family  is  alivo  .still, 
James  Wilkes,  the  treasurer,  I  believe  of  tlu;  city,  about 
my  age.  I  saw  him  and  conversed  with  him  in  1892.  The 
father  is  lonjr  .sincc^  dead.  George  Wilkes,  late  Judge  Wilkos, 
of  St.  Vincent,  (iroy  County,  Charles  Wilk<;s,  now  of  Winni- 
peg, were  then  children.  The  Rev.  Mi-.  Wilke.s,  of  Montreal, 
Congregational ist  minister,  was  a^'oung  man.  Mi.ss  Wilkes 
assisted  us  all  she  could  ;  a  vory  fine  w^oman  she  wjis.  A 
Mr.  Lovejoy  and  his  wife  (liel'ore  marriage  a  Mis.s  Case,  of 
Hamilton)  were  alive  and  well  known.  We  were  at  their 
house.  Old  (young  then)  Mr.  Winchester,  at  whose  house 
1  hoarded  in  1883,  was  very  active  at  this  revivalist  meet- 
ing. He  was  visiting  the  hou.se  of  a  lady  who  had  attend  d 
our  meeting.s,  whom  he  wanted  to  convince,  and  he  went  to 
her  house,  the  hu.sband  being  out,  and  knelt  down  and 
prayed.  The  husband  came  in  and  was  very  angry,  took 
him  by  the  hair  of  his  head  and  dragged  him  into  theyani. 
He  did  not  cease  praying,  however. 

Well,  it  may  be  unruly  to  go  to  such  extremes  in  agita- 
ting religious  questions ;  many  cry  an<l  say  yes,  but  it  was 
just  in  this  way  Methodism  was  established  in  blngland  by 
the  Wesleys  and  by  Whitfield.  Their  modes  were  extrava- 
gant, but  never  did  any  have  a  truer  religion.  When  we 
see  the  extravagance  of  the  wicked,  the  drunken,  the 
theatre-going,  the  private  debauches  of  men  and  women, 
too  often  concealed,  but  secretly  known,  religious  extrava- 
gances are  infinitely  better.  No  man  was  ever  made  wor.s*-^ 
by  loud  prayers  to  God  and  repeated  praj'^ers. 

Edward  Jackson,  of  whom  I  above  speak,  and  who 
laughed  at  my  turning  to  God  in  prayer-meetings,  built  the 
Centenary  Methodist  Church  in  Hamilton  chiefly,  and  died 
on  his  knees  praying  to  God  earnestly,  some  twenty  years 
ago.  Blessed  was  he  when  he  turned  to  God,  blessed  all 
his  life ;  and  if  the  Scriptures  are  true,  he  is  among  the 
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blessed  iii  hcav(3ii.  IIIh  witV  wtiH  also  a  bleHHod  ChrmtiaD. 
Tho  Hou.  Mr.  Sanford,  of  Hamilton,  waa  Inn  Hon-in-law,aiid 
waH  his  iiepliow. 

THK   <}|{KAT   WISTtUN    UAK-WAY    I'lloJKCT. 

In  or  about  1H.S4,  f  was  oiio  of  tlic  delej^atea  sent  to 
fv)n<lon,  Canada,  with  Ooori^n  S.  TiHariy,  a  lawyer,  and 
Andrew  Milhfr,  the  innkoc'|)(!r,  to  8ee  if  the  people  would 
act  with  Kauiilton  in  buihli'i;^  the  Great  Western  Railway. 
We  could  not  do  much  there  There  was  Hcarcely  a  decent 
hotel  there. 

LONDON  CITY.  (\\NAI)A,  AS  IT  WAS  IN  1P81. 

It  is  surprising  to  see  how  this  gn;at  place  has  j^rown 
when  compared  with  the  niisorable  little  hamlet  of  1833. 
All  around  London  is  spread  abroad  a  most  lovely  a<;ricul- 
t.ural  country — one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  in  Upper 
(/anada.  General  Simcoe  in  I7i)2  atid  before,  when  travel- 
ling^ in  the  western  counties,  thouj^lit  seriously  of  makint; 
London  the  capital  of  the  Province;  and  if  the  British  had 
retained  Michigan,  Ohio  and  Illinois  (as  they  legally  had 
the  right  to  do,  according  to  the  old  French  rights),  of 
course  it  might  well  have  bot^n  so.  He  was  there  with 
some  of  his  friends,  and  gi-eatly  admired  the  general 
appearance  of  the  country  and  beautiful  River  Thames. 
There  was  something,  too,  in  the  name  of  another  London 
on  the  Thames.  Standing  on  the  ground  where  London 
stands,  he  said  to  his  friends,  "  This  ought  to  be  the 
capital.  I  will  lay  out  a  road  which  will  lead  down  east 
through  the  rich  counties  towards  Hamilton  and  eastwanl 
towards  Kingston."  It  was  afterwards  called  the  Gov- 
ernor's road,  runs  from  London  west,  and  east  to  Dundas, 
we  all  know  it  is  now  called  the  Governor's  road  up 
to  Paris  and  I>3ndon.     But  London  was  too  inland  to  be 
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the  eii|)ital.  It  was  not  on  tlic  ^r«>at  imvi^ubl<f  waterH; 
was  upcM  to  itiva.sion  from  Ainoriniiis;  ho  it  was  tiut  to  Viu 
tiio  capital. 

MV    riUST   VISIT  TO   STAY    IN    IIAMILToN    WAS    IN    iHSil. 

If  I  montion  wlio  wan  thore,  how  it  was  situated,  it« 
primitivoiioss,  peoplo  may  now  liiu^^h  at  ine.  The  old  lo^j 
court-ljouHo  I  liav«!  doHcribtMl  about  to  bo  torn  down,  wan 
there,  one  built  by  Peter  Hamilton,  where  the  third  build- 
ing now  Htands  was  commenced.  I  .saw  the  .si^cond  one 
an  spoken  of  in  the  proceH.s  of  bcin^j  built,  and  some  inci- 
dents that  happened  in  it  might  be  mentioned.  Many  a 
poor  fellow  imprisoned  for  debt  I  liave  got  released  l)y 
process  of  law  whtin  I  commenced  to  practise  from  it. 

William  Munson  Jarvis  (one  of  th<^  numerous  family  of 
that  name),  brother  of  Mrs.  Oeorgf  FTaiiiilton,  was  then 
sheriff. 

Old  and  venerable  County  Jud^'-c  Thomas  Taylor,  an 
English  barrist(u*.  was  the  principal  legal  person.  I  must 
say  something  of  his  large  family  presently.  Gcjorge 
Rolph,  of  Dundas,  was  Clerk  of  th«'  Peace;  John  Law, 
Clerk  of  the  County  Court;  Georgt;  Hamilton,  Treasurer; 
Mr.  Tidd,  a  six  and  a  half  foot  tall  Irishman,  gaoler; 
Mr.  Rolston,  living  on  the  mountain,  was  the  crier  of 
the  co^u't;  Matthew  Crooks,  of  Ancaster,  the  standing 
chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

I  found  Hamilton,  in  liS29,  very  primitive.  Allan  N. 
McNabb  was  the  only  lawyer  there.  Robert  Berrie,  my 
law  master,  lived  in  Ancaster.  William  Notman  was 
living,  or  about  to  live,  in  Dundas;  he  was  a  well-known 
Scotchman  there  for  many  years. 

The  Stinsons  were  pedlars, — had  not  yet  opened  stores 
in  Hamilton ;  can't  recollect  any  store  unless  Leonard's. 
The  Winers,  Jacksons,  Doweys,  Dalys,  Bernards.  lieoiiards. 
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Carpoiitorrt,  (/'larks,  IrwiiiH,  won;  there,  utlieiM  about  to 
come.  I'orhaps  Mr.  L'-oiiard,  the  revivahst,  may  liave  ha<l 
a  Htore;  (Jleor;^'e  Carey,  Mr.  Price,  near  Welliii^jtoii  Strei't, 
and  a  Mr.  Ilurt'inaii,  had  tfiverns.  Tlie  Kn^dish  ('hiirch 
(wIkmi  open)  \va.s  held  in  the;  Hecond  court  hou.s<;  Miles 
O'lleilly  came  to  Hamilton  in  IHSO,  '.-^l. 

Those  farms  were,  those  of  Mr.  Hu|^hson,  Hes.se,  Hamil- 
ton, Sprin;;er,  Land,  Mills,  Ferguson  and  Mr.  Kirkandall. 
All  in  a  partly  cultivate<l  state.  Only  a  few  lots  had  heen 
sold  off. 

Allan  N.  McNal>l>'s  olliee  was  on  the  eastern  (;<irner  of 
.li.nuis  and  Kinj^  Streets 

"  Hill}'  "  Sheldon  (as  they  used  to  call  him)  came  into  the 
>  illaj^e  to  talk  politics. 

Old  and  youn;^  Dr.s,  ('a.se  came  in  to  prescribe  medicine. 

Mr.  Berrie,  a[»pointe<l  (Merk  of  the  Peace,  opened  an 
ortiee  but  still  lived  in  Ancaster. 

Only  one  store  e.visted. 

Peter  H.  Hamilton  was  the  principal  man  of  the  town 
George  Hamilton,  the  Trea.surer. 

Mrs.  George  Hamilton  (who  was  a  Jar\  is)  wa.s  the  first 
lady  of  the  town,  a  most  excellent  and  aujiable  woman. 
She  was  a  particular  friend  of  my  sister  Harriet. 

This  was  alx)ut  the  situation  of  old  Hamilton  in  1829. 
It  had  no  news})ap(.'i*,  and  .scarcely'  a  elun-ch. 

By  the  way,  Andiew  Miller  had  a  lai'ge  wooden  hou.se, 
always  a  slovenly  place,  where  the  drug  shop  of  Mr. 
Hamilton  stands,  west  corner  of  Kini;  and  James  »Streets. 

THE    RELIGION    OF   JESUS    IS   ONE    OF    LOVE. 

It  differs  in  this  respect  from  all  other  religions,  and  that 
is  why  I  embraced  it  in  1833 — still  love  it. 

Mahomet  came  with  a  sword  to  murder,  Jesus  told 
Peter,  when  he  cut  off  the  high  priest's  servant's  ear,   "  Put 
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up  thy  Hword.     Ho  that  slays  with  the  sword,  with  it  shall 
bo.  slain." 

Moses  caino  with  a  inure  distant  God;  Jcmis  with  the 
God  of  the  Prodigal  Son ! — a  God  who  I'eil  upon  his  sou's 
neck,  clothed  him  in  line  linen,  put  on  a  «;old  ring  on  his 
tingcr,  killed  the  fatted  calf,  made  merry  with  music 
for  him.  Why  ^  Because  lie  had  repented  and  caine  back 
to  a  Father's  house — neiu  horn.  Oh,  what  a  God  Wiis  He 
of  Jesus !  Oh,  what  a  Saviour  was  He  !  Peace  and  love 
were  on  His  tongue ;  sacrifice  of  His  blood  was  made  for 
man  !  He  was  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand,  the  friend 
of  the  poor  and  the  rich  alike,  if  they  would  (Mjme  to  Him 
in  love  and  repentance. 

GOING  TO  OHIO  IN  1335  TO  SEE  MV  lUlOTHEK. 

My  brothers  Henry  and  Ferdinand  gave  u\^  their  busi- 
ness at  Delaware  in  1834,  at  the  close  of  it,  and  moved  to 
Akron,  Ohio.  In  the  summer  of  that  year  I  visited  them, 
by  steamer  up  Lake  Erie,  and  returned  to  sec  if  I  could 
settle  theii  ^ifairs. 

I  visited  the  great  Niagara  Falls  for  the  first  time  that 
summer,  and  also  the  town  of  Niagara.  I  was  then  in  full 
practice  as  a  lawyer  in  Hamilton. 

This  account  I  must  defer  until  a  future  chapter,  and 
also  an  account  of  my  doings  in  Hamilton  in  1834-5.  I 
have  much  to  say  about  Hamilton  not  as  yet  said.  It  may 
be  in  Chapter  VIII. 
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(^HAPTEB  VIII. 

Thin  is  one  of  the  moat  ini[)(»rtatit — Attempt  to  establiah  RespuiiBiblo 
Governm*.  .it  by  lifildwiu — The  Family  Compact  disloyally  stops 
it — Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  a  mere  tool — It  ends  and  old  rule 
goes  on — How  things  stood  in  1836,  atid  prior — A  synopsis — 
Bketcli  of  W.  L.  McKenz-ie's  life— A  rebellion  forced  on  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  by  wicked  men. 


The  contents  of  this  chapter  are  a  prehide  to  the  rebellions 
in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  Everything  in  reason  having 
been  submitted  to,  misrule,  the  English  colonial  office  hav- 
ing been  thwarted,  the  Canadian  miagovernments  at  Quebpc 
as  well  as  Toronto  having  so  disgusted  all  truly  patriotic  and 
intelligent  men,  that  they  were  in  despair  of  having  redress 
made  of  their  grievances ;  and,  in  addition,  Mr.  Robert 
Randall,  of  Wei  land  County,  had  gone  over  to  England 
with  an  immense  petition  (immense  at  that  period)  about 
the  infamous  Alien  Act ;  W.  L.  McKenzie  had  gone  over 
to  get  redress  of  Upper  Canadian  grievances,  and  Rev. 
George  Ryerson  had  assisted  him  there;  then  the  Rev. 
Egerton  Ryerson,  foaming  over  with  grievances  about  the 
Clergy  Reserves,  had  gone  over  too — the  result  of  all  which 
was,  that  Lord  Goderich  had  sent  out  Judge  Willis  to  take 
the  place  of  the  partial  Canadian  judges,  and  in  1836  that 
vain  poor  law  commissioner,  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  had 
gone  out  with  despatches  to  make  Dr.  Rolph  and  M.  S. 
Bidwell    judges,  and    establish    Responsible   Government. 
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Yet  all  these  thiiiga  being  before  the  people,  to  no  good 
purpose,  what  conclusion  could  reasonable  men  draw  ( 
Were  they  to  sit  down  and  endure  tliem  any  longer  ^ 
Were  they  to  hug  these  vile  political  muHtei-s  for  another 
generation  ?  Were  they  to  see  the  model  British  Consti- 
tution promised  by  Governor  Sinicoe  in  1702  vanish  into 
smoke?  Yes,  cried  some  political  fellows  in  offic-i — per- 
haps those  who  expected  favors  from  them — endure  longer. 

Awav  with  such  mean  thouofhts  and  conclusions,  onlv 
worthy  of  old  Dr.  Strachan,  J.  B.  Robinson,  C.  A.  Hager- 
man,  Colonel  W.  Allan  and  such  like.  Britons  0U'»-ht  to  be 
made  of  better  stuff,  and  the  people  of  the  days  of  James 
the  Second,  Orangemen  and  Protestants,  did  not  tight  in 
the  battles  of  1688  for  nothino-. 

The  governors,  some  broken  <lo\\ii,  gullible  war  colonels, 
like  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  and  Colborne,  were  sent  out  in 
old  times,  knowing  little  of  popular  rights  or  any  govern- 
ment but  that  of  troops.  Under  this  state  of  things,  in 
1836,  Governor  Head,  as  a  pretext,  was  told  by  the  Com- 
pact, just  call  Robert  Baldwin  to  form  a  Cabinet,  and  call 
a  meeting  of  your  Cabinet  we  will  then  kick  up  a  fuss 
about  patronage,  shout  disloyalty,  dissolve  the  Legislature, 
use  fraud  and  violence,  get  IMcKenzie,  Bidwell  and  Perry 
(as  many  others  as  possible)  kicked  out  of  the  House  and 
country  and  carry  the  day  by  an  hurrah  ! 

Egerton  Ryerson  was  secured  by  a  promise  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  and  to  use  his  endeavor  to  carry  the 
elections  of  1836  by  humbugging  the  Methodist  people.  The 
good  old  Christian  Guardian  was  to  be  used  under  his 
manipulation  and  that  of  Ephraim  Evans  to  work  for  the 
Compact,  cry  down  the  old  friends  of  equal  rights  and  tru^ 
reform,  like  Dr.  Rolph,  Baldwin,  Bidwell,  McKenzie  and 
others.     See  the  Giianliaoi  of  those  days. 
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Hei*e  was  tlie  Compact's  programme,  and  it  succfteded, 
ending  in  tlie  rebellion. 

The  promised  Cabinet  under  Baldwin  were  Robert 
Baldwin,  G.  H.  Dunn,  Colonel  Wells,  Dr.  Rolph.  Peter 
Robinson  and  J.  H.  Markland.  These  men  met,  some 
in  good  faith,  some  probably  knowing  the  n^ul  intention 
was  to  humbug.  When  they  met,  of  course  it  was  to 
dispense  patronage  (as  is  done  in  England  and  is  done 
now  in  Canada,  and  has  been  since  1842).  "  Oh,"  said  the 
Compact,"  this  will  not  do.  Our  sons,  cousins,  families 
— what  will  become  of  them  ?  "  ''hey  had  used  the  promise 
of  Governor  Simcoe  as  a  plaything  for  near  forty  years, 
lived  in  the  clover  of  office,  had  the  appointment  of  all 
offices,  the  use  of  the  land  granting  department,  (-nricherl 
many  families  by  it,  such  as  the  Dicksons,  Hjimiltons, 
Colonel  Talbot,  the  Canada  Company,  Clark  and  Street, 
and  H  thousand  others.  We  want,  they  thought,  to  live  in 
clover  longer,  to  keep  the  necks  of  the  farmers  in  the  yoke 
a  generation  more.  So  the  poor,  weak  creature,  Head, 
yielded,  and  Mr.  Baldwin's  honest  attempt  to  establish 
Responsible  Government  ended  in  smoke  and  humbug. 
Hurrah  for  the  Compact — "  here  we  are  again,  on  board  the 
ship  of  corruption  "  A  clever  trick,  thought  many,  was  this. 
Dr.  Straclian  pulled  along  the  street  as  usual,  Hagermaii 
swaggered,  the  Robinsons  and  Allan  chuckled. 

Many  others,  especial l}'^  such  political  turncoats  as  R.  B. 
Sullivan,  who  when  starting  in  life,  politically,  was  nursed 
on  the  bosom  of  Dr.  John  Rolpli,  in  Norfolk,  and  the  Reform 
part  of  the  Baldwin  family,  whom  in  his  latter  days  he 
avoided,  turned  out  a  double-faced  politician.  I  find  in 
looking  over  the  official  almanacs  of  1828  and  1839  that 
he  was  one  of  the  most  favored  office-holders ;  finally,  in 
the  last  year  of  his  official  duties,  Pre.sident  of  Arthur's 
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Executive  Council,  under  Sir  George  Arthur.  Here  is  a 
list  of  that  Council  who  advised  the  tyrant  Arthur : 
President  of  the  1880  Executive  Council,  R.  B.  Sullivan; 
William  Allan  (he  always  turns  up  in  office),  Augustus 
Baldwin  (one  oi*  the  Tory  part  of  the  family — proud  and 
stiff),  William  H.  Draper,  Solicitor-General — smooth  and 
eloquent,  and  a  Mr.  Tucker.  This  was  the  whole  Council ; 
yet  this  very  year  he  was  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands, 
and  also  at  the  head  of  the  Surveyor-General's  office — all 
offices  of  large  emolument.  Is  it  any  wonder  he  stuck  to 
the  Compact  ?  Yet  this  smooth,  smiling,  serene  Irishman 
pietended  to  me  to  be  a  sort  of  Reformer !  He  was  after- 
wards made  a  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas.  I  find  this  on 
consulting  the  official  almanac  of  1838-39  and  another  of 
1828 — the  last  published  by  Robert  Stanton,  and  the 
former  "  published  and  sold  at  the  Pallad'mm  office,  York 
Street,  price  81.25,  by  Charles  Fothergill."  The  royal 
arms  are  at  its  head. 

The  Executive  Councils  of  1827  and  1831)  were  full  of 
placemen — two  bishops,  old  Colonel  Talbot,  Baby,  Wells, 
Dickson,  Markland,  Thomas  Ridout,  always  William  Allan, 
Cruickshanks,  Duncan  Cameron,  Thomas  Clark  (of  Clark 
&  Street  fame),  and  others,  all  executive  favorites. 

[s  it  any  wonder  they  opposed  Baldwin's  attempts  to 
establish  Responsible  Government  ?  He  in  the  end  did  so 
in  1842.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  honest  men  opposed,  even 
with  force,  such  a  clique  of  unprincipled  office-seekers  and 
office-holders  ?  Hoav  could  any  true  patriot  and  Briton 
stand  by  and  see  the  English  colonial  office  set  at  naught 
by  a  weak  governor  and  such  men  as  then  ruled  at 
Toronto  ?  Why,  if  the  real  state  of  this  country  from  1827 
to  1837  was  laid  bare  before  this  generation,  in  which  we 
have  such  a  Government  as  Mr.  Laurier's,  or  that  of  Bald- 
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win  and  Lafontaine,  in  1842-43,  they  would  uo  doubt  exclaim 
with  Sir  Poulett  Thompson,  afterwards  Lord  Sydenham,  or 
as  Samuel  liealey  Harrison,  the  noble  English  Judge,  said, 
"  the  poor  unsuccessful  patriots  at  Montgomery's  were  jus- 
tified." I  call  these  Compact  people  Tories,  but  they  were 
not  like  the  majority  of  the  Tories  of  this  day,  who  are 
honorable  men.  The  Orangemen  of  1837-38,  under  Ogle  R. 
Gowan,  were  bigots  as  compared  with  our  noble  Orange- 
men of  1896,  who  fought  Manitoba's  battle  of  Protestant 
rights — in  fact,  put  the  Laurier  Government  into  power. 


I'HE    DIVINE    RIGHT   OF    KINGS    FORSOOTH  !      , 

That  doctrine  is  long  since  exploded — was  tlie  cry  of 
fools.  The  American  revolution  and  William  HI.  knocked 
that  in  the  head.  The  divine  right  of  such  scoundrels  as 
Henry  VIII.,  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  to  rule  England' 
Eh  !  Is  that  it?  The  divine  right  of  bloody  Mary  to  burn 
up  English  bishops  for  asserting  the  truth!  Is  that  it,  eh  ? 
The  divine  right  of  the  tyrant  of  Russia  to  incarcerate 
the  poor  Poles  and  thousands  of  poor  women  I  Is  that  it, 
eh  ?     The  divine  right  of  Turkey  to  rule  ! 

It  is  said  that  the  Queen  talked  to  Gladstone  a  few 
years  ago  rather  haughtily  about  his  Home  Rule  move- 
ment, and  he  said,  "Madam,  /  am  the  nation  !!"  I  don't 
vouch  for  this,  but  it  was  said  so  in  some  of  the  English 
papers.  Wellington,  in  1830-31,  thought  he  was  the  people 
when  the  nation,  under  Lord  Gre3^  demanded  the  abroga- 
tion of  the  rotten  boroughs,  and  he  put  his  foot  down  and 
sL,id,  "  No,  no ! "  When  his  carriage  windows  were  broken 
in  the  streets,  and  he  was  hooted  in  London,  he  learned  to 
say,  "  Yes,  yes !  the  people  are  the  nation  !  "    Away  with 
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your. rubty  old  j-i^lit  of  kings.     Burns  spoke  the  voice  of 
h\imun  natnrr  nnti  trulli  when  lie  wrote  : 


i  .t 


A  MAN'S  A  MAN   FOR  A    THAT. 

Is  tliero,  for  honest  poverty, 

That  IiangB  Win  head,  and  a'  that  ; 
Tlie  coward  slave,  wo  pass  him  by, 

W'o  daro  be  poor  for  a'  that  I 
For  a'  that,  ami  a'  that. 

Our  toil  'a  obscure  for  a'  that  : 
The  rank  is  but  the  guinea's  stamp, 

The  man's  the  gowd  for  a'  thaL 

Ye  .see  yon  l)irkie  ca'd  a  lord, 

Wha  stiuts,  and  stares,  and  a"  that  ; 
Though  hiMidrods  worship  at  his  word, 

He  's  but  a  coof  for  a'  that  ; 
For  a'  that,  and  a'  that, 

His  riband,  star,  and  a"  that  : 
The  man  of  independent  mind. 

He  looks  and  laughs  at  a'  that. 

Then  let  us  })ray  that  come  it  may. 

As  come  it  will  for  a'  that, 
That  sense  and  worth,  o'er  a'  the  earth, 

May  bear  the  groe,  and  a'  that. 
For  a'  that,  and  a'  that, 

Tt  's  coming  yet,  for  a'  that, 
That  man  to  man,  the  warld  o'er. 

Shall  brothers  be  for  a'  that. 


Burns  yaw  in  the  distant  future  the  fall  of  the  oligarchy  of 
England  in  its  unjust  claims  to  rotten  boroughs,  the  Reform 
Bill  of  1834,  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  and  the  triumph 
of  popular  laws  in  England.  If  he  meant  socialism  (which 
I  don't  think)  then  I  am  opposed  to  it.  Equal  rights  for  all 
— each  class — is  what  we  want ;  constitutional  rights  for 
the  Qxieen,  so  for  each  branch  of  the  British  kingdom. 
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Now  I  find  that  some  men  think  that  the  Jleformere 
should  have  waited  still  lon^^er — yes,  longer,  for  an  indefi- 
nite time,  befoi'o  rising  up  in  arms,  Men  I  greatly  respect 
took  up  arms  and  went  to  the  battle  of  Montgomery  Hill, 
with  the  minions  of  the  ('om pact,  to  disperse  an  asnemblage 
of  farmers  in  arms  there.  Side  by  side  they  walked  with 
Hagarman.  McNab,  the  Jarvises,  McLeans — the  whole 
nt\st  of  base  pluaralist  officials — and  shot  tlovvn  farmers — 
or  tried  to — farmers  and  their  sons — the  best  men  in  the 
Komi'  District— to  please  a  lot  of  political  tyrants.  Many 
of  us — and  I  was  one — would  have  sooner  cut  off  our  arms 
than  done  this  TIk;  grievances  complained  of  were 
said  by  I^ord  Durham  and  Sir  Poulett  Thompson,  gov- 
ernors., to  be  well  founded;  the  last  said  if  he  had  been 
ill  Canada  he  would  have  taken  up  arms  against  the 
Compact.  The  Honorable  8.  B  Harrison,  .ludge  of  the 
Home  District  Court,  often  told  me  that  the  rebels  (bo 
•ailed  by  Tories)  wen."  justified  in  doing  as  they  did ; 
the  only  regret  being  that  the  rising  was  not  universal  in 
}>lace  of  local.  Its  failure  does  not  prove  it  wrong.  Suppose 
James  II.  had  defeated  William  III.  in  Ireland,  would  that 
have  made  his  tyranny  and  traitorous  conrhict  less  ?  Every 
Orangeman  in  that  battle  of  the  Boyne,  or  the  defence  of 
the  gates  of  Derry,  would  have  been  called  a  traitor  t 
What  do  they  think  of  this  ?  What  do  the  men  who 
lielped  the  ( 'ompact  think  of  it  ? 


MY  ACTS  IN  1835,  '38,  IN  HAMILTON. 

I  acted  as  an  attorney  in  1835,  and  wrote  a  good  deal  in 
the  papers — the  ilainilton  Free  Press — some  little  of  the 
time  edited  it.  William  Smith  owned  it.  Mr.  Johnson, 
who  died  with  the  cholera.,  had  opposed  it,  on  the  Tory 
side. 
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A.  VEttV  GUIUOIIS  OLD  SCOTCH  WR[TEIl,  MR.  M'CRAE, 

wrote  a  ^reat  deal  for  tliis  Hamilton  Fri>.p  Press,  auri  a 
splendid  writer  he  was— a  well -educated  man — but 
strangely  constituted.  He  was  very  nervous — stayed  in 
one  room — never  went  out  into  society.  Was  versed  in  all 
current  literature,  especially  that  of  England  and  Scot- 
land.    I  often  went  and  conversed  with  him. 

M.Y  JOURNEV  TO  SKK  .\IV'  BROTHERS    I.V    AKRON,  OHIO,  IN  1835. 

This  journey,  to  which  allusion  back  was  made,  I  took 
to  see  what  could  be  done  in  their  affairs  at  Delaware,  left 
in  a  disordered  state,  and  brought  many  of  their  notes  with 
me.  Nothinj;  could  be  done  for  them,  althouijh  I  made  a 
journey  up  in  the  spring  of  1836  on  purpose. 

Here  about  this  time  my  brother  Henry  got  married,  and 
afterwards  moved  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1839. 
My  brother  Ferdinand  moved  to  Cleveland  and  got  married, 
lost  his  wife,  and,  in  1840,  moved  to  Milwaukee,  kept  a 
store  for  a  time,  then  moved  to  Wisconsin  and  kept  a  store 
At  this  place  (McGregor)  he  died  in  1839.  I  went  to  Ohio 
by  steamer,  and  came  back  the  same  way. 

THE  NIAGARA  FALLS 

were  then  of  a  horse-shoe  shape  on  the  Canada  side,  and 
small  on  the  American  side.  I  walked  up  on  the  American 
side  close  to  the  horse-shoe,  on  that  side.  It  is  sixty-one 
years  since,  and  I  consider  the  falls  have  receded  many 
feet  bodily.  The  falls  probably  recede  on  aii  average  one 
foot  a  year. 

NIAGARA  TOWN    IN  1835. 

was  quite  a  busy  place,  had  good  hotels,  store,  and  did  a 
fair  business.  It  was  nearly  as  large  as  Toronto.  St. 
Catharines  was  a  mere  hamlet. 
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Some  proinliu'iit  lawyers  Hvctl  at  Nia<^ara,  ainoii*^  them 
Cluirl(!H  Riclianlson,  Kobort  K.  Hums,  afterwanis  a  Judj^e, 
.laiiH's  Boulton,  a  woiKhTlul  noisy  liti;,'ous  lawyer,  Mr. 
Hall.  Mr.  ( 'aiii|»l)cjl,  at't^rwaids  a  Jiidi^c  ot*  the  County 
Court. 

I  retiUMUMl  to  my  offiet'  at  Hatniltnn. 

CLKIIK    OK  THE  TOWN    I»0L1(K  Ol'  HAMII/rON. 

In  Ks:U.  and  part  of  hS.S."),  )M'rliM|>s  ;dl  of  it,  I  was  very 
prominent  as  the  clerk  of  the  town — did  many  thin<^.s 
towards  its  [)ro((ress.  Its  l)ooks  of  1834-5  are  full  of  my 
entries  and  writin^f.  Amon"-  tlie  thinjjs  I  «lid  wa.s  to 
superintend  tlie  Imildinfj  of  a  small  market,  near  the  wood 
market;  the  purchase  of  a  town  hell;  the  su]jerintending 
of  the  census  of  the  town.  I  also  superintended  the 
building  of  the  town  hall,  first  built  in  })art.  No  one  in 
the  civic  affairs  was  so  active  as  I  was.  I  also  made  out 
the  title  deeds  conveying  South  James  Street  from  Rol>ert 
Hamilton  to  the  city. 

THE  HAMILTON  OF  1836,  '37. 

I  took  the  census  of  the  town  in  1835,  early,  or  had  it 
df)ne.     It  was  a  little  above  2,000, 
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Bl^RLEY  .S  HOTEL 

was  the  chief  one  then.  George  Carey  kept  his  new  brick 
house.  Mr.  Bigelow  kept  a  crockery  store  in  part  of  the 
great  brick  house,  corner  of  King  and  John,  south  side.  The 
Stinsons  kept  stores,  brick  ones,  above  John,  north  side 
King — Ebenezer,  Thomas  and  John,  all  of  whom  had  been 
Welland  canal  jobbers — then  pedlai-s.  Allan  N.  MacXab 
ived  in  his  Dundurn  Castle — not  finished.  Colin  Ferrie 
lived  in  a  large  wooden  store  and  dwelling,  near  east  corner 
14 
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of  Sdtith  Hii;!li.s()n  uikI  Kiu<^  ^Jv  otlirc  was  in  a  brick  Ihhis<» 
;i  litt!«'S<>\it}i  olliiHstoivon  Siuitli  I  hi;;li-(»ii.  W  licrc  fiic^roat 
('i()ci\  ii<»\v  is,  coni'T  nf  .laiiics  ami  Kiii;;.  was  vacant.  Mr. 
(imN'h  churcli  was  on  tln'  cornci'  ol'  Main  Strcrt  nn«l  .hinH's 
Strort.  Main  Street  ca^l  of  it  was  niosth'  vacant.  ()n  tln» 
corner  of  .I(»lm  ami  Main  8tr(M'ts  west.  P)ail«'\'s  l)akei'v 
st<to«l,  wliei'c  William  .lolnison  Km',  tlio  <^^iaTit  (juartoi'- 
1)K)()(1  Indian.  assault<'<l  \V.  I>.  McKenzir  in  IS.*{2,  at  niijflit. 
Mr.  Brarlly  luul  a  lai-^^c  woodf'n  white  hntrl  on  the  .south- 
west coriwr  ol"  John  ami  Main  Sti'eets.  An  old  woodrn 
farmers'  hotel  stoofl  liiuhcr  up,  on  the  cornei-  ol"  Wahuit 
and  John,  south  side,  a  house  that  was  there  in  1820.  I 
once  saw  a  f;reat  ncuro  dance  th'-rc  in  ahout  \H'M).  Old 
Mr.  Rolleston,  off  the  mountain,  the  court  crier,  came  down 
regularly,  often  stoppet]  there.  Old  .Mr.  Irwin,  from  acros.s 
the  hay,  owned  a  two-story  l»rick  house  on  John  Stn^et,  a 
little  helow  the  east  comer  oC  Kinic  ^-I'd  .lohn.  In  it  Mr- 
Herri*'  used  to  have  his  otRce  -  and  in  18,S7  T  had  my  ofhee 
— which  was  lolilu'd  and  hroken  up  hy  MacNah's  ruffian 
Tories,  wdien  I  was  in  'i'oronto  on  business. 

Old  Andre.w  Millei*  had  his  wooden,  ricketty.  un])ainted 
tavern  on  tlie  north-west  corner  of  Kin^^and  .iames  Streets. 
The  soutli-wcst  cornei'  of  .lames  and  Kin<j^  Stre(;ts  was,  J 
think,  vacant.  Peter  Hamilioirs  farm  was  just  i^cttin^  cut 
up  in  lots.  No  market-])lace  existed,  no  ])olice  st.ttion, 
except  the  one  I  helped  to  huihl  on  William  Street.  Peter 
H.  Hamilton  was  the  first  mayor  or  })olice  president.  His 
])artners  in  office,  Mr.  (Jilbert.  Andrew  Miller.  Andrew 
Mcllroy  and  -John  Law.  The  next  })resident  was  Andrew 
Mcllroy.  Oil}»ert,  En<.,dish,  IMiller  and  Allison.  I  was  clerk 
in  both  years — a  sort  of  general  officer  in  this  town  office. 
In  ]88<'-7  I  did  the  town  court  business,  collectin<^  and 
sueincj.  Dr.  A.  R.  Mclvenzie  lived  on  Park  Street,  near 
old  Mr.  Hf^ss's  house. 
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01<1  Prt^T  H»'ss  had  rotirrd.  old  Mi-.  Mills  lived  oji  the 
hill  a  little ahove  hitii,  and  Michael  Mills  iicai-  him.  Sainuol 
Mills  l>e<(an  to  he  a  ;jreat  man,  and  to  own  a  score  or  two 
of  wooden  liouseH. 

Sam  Patch  liyeUman.  mo  called  there,  kepi  a  hoardinc]f 
liouse  in  old  iVter  Mess's  housf — lie  was  (he  police 
h.iilitr.  Paole  Brown,  colonvl,  was  the  town  crier;  (-ap- 
tain  Thorner,  anctioneor,  talked  loyalty  and  sold  heaps 
of  furniture,  corner  .lohn  and  Kin;^^  noar  (..arey's.  Late  •, 
or  earlv  in  If^'M)  ami  all  of  I.S.'i?,  dohn  (1.  Parker  and 
Iv.  A.  Parker  had  a  larjnro  dry  j^^oods  store  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Kin;^  and  John  Streets,  in  the  lirick 
house  «tf  old  Mr.  Carey:  on  the  opposite  east  side  and 
corner,  little,  prim,  Scotch,  dohn  Youn;,^  had  a  .store; 
on  the  corner  of  Kin<jj  an<l  Catharine  Streets,  Mr.  Chat- 
ticld  had  an  hotel,  a  small  wooden  one,  which  was 
thert^  in  1S28,  and  loni,^  after:  ('harhs  Met  Jill's  mother 
kept  a  ;^rocery  a  little  lower,  south  side:  old  J)i-.  William 
Case's  wooden  house,  now  ])ullrd  down,  stood  on  the 
corner f>f  Kin<j-and  Walnut  Streets:  Mrs.  Wi<low  Pi'ice's.old 
country  tavern,  with  the  hii;*h  poplar.s  near  it,  stood  on  the 
north-west  corner  of  K\\\<i  and  Wellin^^ton,  and  on  the 
south-east  corner  stood  the  ancic 
church.     Now,  this  will  do  for  some 


nt   wooden    Methodist 
notice  of  old  places 


and  old  persons  which    I    knew,  and  who  knew  me  as  well 
as  thousanfls  do  now  in  Toronto. 


THE    \[.\r;AUA    FALLS   THE    WONDER    OF   THE    WORLD. 

The  greatest  wonder,  the  greatest  mystery  of  the  world, 
pours,  and  pours,  and  thunders  over  its  rocky  precipice. 
Before  Abraham  left  the  plains  of  Mesopotamia  or  the 
tower  of  Babel  was  built,  before  tlie  Chinese  Empire  was 
founde<l  four  thousand  years,  ten  tliousand  years  ago 
when  the  great  mammoth  animals  gazed  over  the  heights 
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liom  QiU'«'iist(Hi  to  vvln'ii'  tliry  now  lU'o,  the  vvjiicrs  ol"  Kiif 
|)()un'(|  hikI  tliuii«lrro(l  in  our  rtcnuil  mar,  like  (d<M'nity, 
ov*»r  tlic!  I'ocks,  r«)lli!i;(  to  till  up  Oiitiirio.  Oli,  wlmt  a  |)i(s 
tuni  of  i»t«'i'nity !  'I'Ik;  iiuiiH'rous  ti-acrw  ol  cri'i'kM  tli.it 
appear,  in  tin*  «;iilli(>H  I'or  hi^vom  iiiilcs,  all  t«'ll  of  the  a^i;  ()\' 
this  ^^I'oat  cataract.  Scciii;^  it  .sixty-on»'  yi-ai's  a^o,  I  can 
(jiHily  notic*'  its  constant  retreat.  When  <li<l  tlie  Indian 
first  look  os'er  it,  or  the  white  man  i^a/e  in  ama/enient  at 
it?  How  many  poets,  authors,  men  ol'  {genius  and  l)eauti- 
I'ul  '".lies,  love-sick  swains  I'or  centuries  luive  wondered 
at  it?  Hyron,  Ajra.ssiz,  Volney,  Audul)on,  Ihyant,  lion;;;- 
t'eliow,  Washin;;ton,  tiie  Duke  ol'  York,  Sir  Isaac,  lirock, 
.leH'erson,  the  I'rinct^of  Wales,  Mivs.  Stowe,  Miss  Mai'tinuau, 
Klliot,  Mrs.  Ih'uians,  Princi^  Honaj)arte,  Kmerson,  Lalni«rtin(^ 
Lafayette,  Lord  Durhain,  Lord  Sydeidiam,  Lord  Mt^dcalf, 
the  J)uke  of  liichmond,  Count  Frontenac,  Dt;  hi  Salle  and 
thousands  of  authors  and  aiithores.ses ;  great  Indian  chiefs 
like  Tecunhseh,  Hrant  and  Pontiac  .:ave  gazed  and  won- 
dered at  it. 

It  is  idle  to  sjH'Culate  on  the  age  of  the  Niagara  Fall.s. 
W'lien  we  say,  as  .some  do,  thoy  are  20,000  years  old,  it  is 
only  conjecture.  Lyell  thinks  .so,  I  believe,  but  others 
(litter.  II  they  wear  away  one  foot  a  year,  on  an  av(^rag(i, 
how  long  would  it  take  to  travel  seven  miles  from  Queens- 
ton  ?  The  evidences  all  along  the  .seven  miles  go  to  prove 
that  the  water  travelled  back  by  degrees,  at  what  rate  is 
uncertain.  The  fact  of  going  back  is  certain.  Once  the 
eye  looking  from  Quecniston  Heights  could,  if  possible,  see 
a  vast  lake — twice  the  size  of  Ontario — flowing  over  the 
Burlington  Heights,  Hamilton  and  Dundas  and  down  to 
Rochester,  in  the  United  States,  to  the  heights  abov»» 
Toronto,  to  the  heights  beyond  Oakville,  and  so  to  King- 
.ston.  On  the  St.  Lawrence,  it  is  likely  there  was  a  rocky 
dam  or  some  hindrance  to  a  How  down  the  St.  Lawrence 
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TIm'  l;ik<^  llowcd  over  Whiti»y  <^«»  I'orl  Perry.  Forty  yours 
a^o  nil  «>iiiiM><MiM|  iiiiiiu'iisc  inainiitoth  wiis  t'oiuiil  wlion  tlio 
rxnivjitioMs  tor  tho  (ircat  Wrsti'm  Kuilway  woro  iiuido  in 
tli<'  lici^'hts — twenty  tVet  in  the  ^n'Jivel,  .m^venty  feet  above 
water.  'Phis  animal  h»i<l  tlied,  Ihuited  in  th«»  water,  and 
lieen  wusIumI  inwjinl.  Wh.ii  was  that  .'  When  did  tlioso 
animals,  I'ountl  in  ail  th«!  western  states  ami  Ohio  and  all 
over  U}»ward  Ontario,  live  ;*  '\\m  thousand  years  would  \n* 
a  small  ti;^ure  to  say.  (}oolo;(i{'ally  tlu^  world  is  vory  old, 
ami  tin;;hty  changes  have  taken  placii  all  over  tlie  world. 
I  will  aiL^ai'i  refer  to  Hamilton,  which  is  my  Ahwt  Mater. 
I  love  Toronto,  Init  why  not  Hamilton  as  well,  oi   hotter. 
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THE   SCOTCHMEN    OF   C.\N'AI).\    AND    KVERYWHEHK. 

As  Miy  VM)lumo  of  reminiscences  has  reference  to  old 
memories,  1  cani.ot  omit  to  refer  to  the  Scotch  people, 
vounL'  and  old,  with  whom  I  have  in  mv  voun<;,  nn'ddle, 
and  old  age,  come  in  contact.  My  hahits  are  somewhat 
like  these  excellent  people,  althou;;h  I  have  not  a  <lrop  of 
Scotch  blood  in  my  veins.  My  father,  as  I  have  sai<l,  was 
Kniflisli — orio-inally,  three  hundred  years  aj;o,  French — and 
my  mother  American — and  her  parents,  as  I  have  always 
understood,  ori<,dnally  Irish.  In  1832,  a  large  number  of 
Scotch  voung  men  came  to  Hannlton  and  settle<l  in  some 
kind  of  busines.s,  among  them  the  Hopes,  the  Os])ornes, 
the  Beggs,  one  of  them  wlio  knew  me  intimately  in  1834 
Strange  to  .say,  when  I  was  in  Detroit  in  the  autumn  of 
1895,  the  papers — at  least  the  widely-circulated  Detroit 
ATeiw,  having  a  circulation,  the  owners  told  me,  of  75,000 — 
mentioned  that  I,  the  oldest  lawyer  of  Canada,  was  in  the 
city,  stopping  at  my  son-in-law's.  Dr.  Simon  Fraser's.  One, 
day  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  an  old  gentleman  named 
Begg  wante<l  to  see  me.  I  called  at  his  fine  residence  in  upper 
Detroit,  an<l  there  saw  the  young  man,  now  old,  over  eight}\ 
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whom  I  l<iit3vv  as  a  losy  youiii;'  man  in  llumillon  amon*^  the 
8c()t(tli  who  came  out  in  1.S.S4.  He  1  as  a  real  Seotcli  wife, 
wliom  lie  ^ot  in  Canada,  as  old  as  he  is,  talkative  and 
Iiealthy,  and  a  <;ivat  adnurer  o\'  W.  L.  MeKonzie.  He  is 
well  ott',  l)iit  looks  much  older  than  1  do,  and  he  had  not 
seen  me  For  sixty  yeai's.  Well,  there  were  the  Youtigs  and 
the  Ferries — Colin  at  one  time  was  ihe  lari;«rst  merchant  in 
Hamilton.  He  marrie<l  the  ])eautirul  Miss  Catharine 
Beasley,  the  most  stylish  younj^'  lady  I  ever  saw  in  a  ball- 
room in  old  times,  in  Hamilton.  By  the  way,  I  might  here, 
speaking  ol'  ball-rooms,  say  after  I  saw  my  father  in  March, 
1833,  lying  in  the  arms  of  death,  and  he  had  left  me 
dressed  ready  to  go  to  a  ball  in  Hamilton,  I  never 
danced  in  or  went  to  one.  I  thought  of  the  serious 
things  of  eternity.  There  was  James  JJrown,  a  strong, 
vigorous  Scotchman,  who  did  not  do  well,  and  died  there 
young.  Thei-e  was  McLaren,  also  McNabb,  a  merchant, 
not  of  Allan's  family.  In  later  years  the  Kennedys,  the 
Leggatts,  and  the  Fairgrieves,  also  the  Mclllwraitlis  and 
Rutherfords. 

Tltese  are  the  men  who  have  appeared  and  lived  in 
Canada,  caused  more  political  excitement  and  exercised 
more  personal  influence  than  any  other  men  in  it.  First 
and  foremost  Dr.  John  Strachan,  who  came  to  Canada 
a  Presbyterian,  well-educated  teacher  about  1800.  He 
taught  school  at  Cornwall  as  early  as  1806,  probably  the 
District  Grammar  School,  as  I  have  said,  taught  numerous 
young  U.  E.  Loyalists,  the  Robinsons,  Joneses,  McLeans, 
VanKonghnets,  and  others. 

The  English  Church  seemed  to  him  a  better  opening  than 
the  then  scarcely-known  Kirk  of  Scotland,  so,  as  the  saying 
goes,  the  Scotch  are  fond  of  the  advantages  of  life.  He 
became  an  English  Church  clergyman,  and  finally,  at 
Toronto,  a  bishop.',^ 
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J)r.  Juhii  Stnicliun  was  of  a  kind  disposition  to  his  most 
intimate  friends,  and  particularly  kind  to  youni^-  ladies 
wlioni  he  and  his  excellent  wife  often  made  intimate 
visitors  at  Ins  house.  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  his  kind- 
ness to  two  of  my  sisters  before  alhided  to — Uari'iet,  in 
181()-20,  and  Helen,  in  l«:i:]-4. 

He  often  visited  the  i»reat  Toronto  ii'aol  on  tlie  Sabl)atli 
in  the  winter  of  1838,  wliere  many  hundred  patriot 
prisoners  were  confined,  and  spoke  to  them  about  holy 
tliinus.  1  knew  him  well  then  and  ]>efore  that.  His  intlu- 
ence  [)olitically  and  in  a  relioious  wa}'  was  veiy  great,  and 
he  was  always  in  the  Legislative  Councils,  intiuencing 
legislation  and  watching  the  laws  passed,  defeating  any 
that  injured  the  Church  of  England,  especially  aliecting 
the  Clergv  Reserves. 

He  was  a  disturbing  cause  in  this  respect  for  over  lifty 
years  and  until  his  death,  now  over  thirty  years  ago.  He 
was  a  great  open  air  walker,  very  temperate — only  took  a 
glass  of  wine  at  dinner — no  suKjker,  great  family  man,  and 
constant  preacher.     He  died  aged  over  ninety. 

ROBERT   GOURLAV, 

a  great  Scotch  farmer  and  sensible  man,  from  1816  to 
1820.  See  my  mention  of  him  in  back  pages.  He  exer- 
cised great  iuHuence  for  some  five  years  in  Upper  Canada; 
also  in  Quebec — -as  I  have  shown,  was  shamefully  used  by 
the  Family  Compact,  especially'  by  Dr.  Strachan. 

WILLIAM  ALLAX, 

a  thorough  Scotchman,  came  to  C\'inada  aljout  1800.  He 
exercised  much  influence  in  Toronto,  held  more  offices  than 
any  man  w^ho  ever  lived  in  the  Province.  He  was  an 
amazingly  conservative  man,  was  very  severe  in  his  opinions 
on  the  patriots  of  1837-S,  sat  constantly  on  the  connnission 
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who  tried  them.  He  sat  on  tlie  great  trial  as  chief  fsecond 
iiuigiHtrate,  nlonji;  witli  Cliiet*  Justice  Campbell,  when  the 
young  Family  Compact  lories  were  tried  in  182(S,  for 
destroying  W.  1^.  MeKenzie's  press.  If  any  office  re(piire<1 
to  be  tilled  he  was  on  hand  to  fill  it.  A  poor  man,  named 
Wilcox,  who  used  in  aged  years  to  walk  the  streets  of 
Toronto,  used  to  tell  me  and  others,  that  Mr,  Allan  when 
acting  as  custom-house  oificei",  seized  and  sold  his  vessel 
and  acted  harsldy  to  him. 

W.  L.  M'KENZIE 

commenco<l  his  great  career  as  agitator  in  1824,  ending  in 
in  1837-8.  He  was  a  wonderful  little  Highlander — sprang 
from  two  famous  families  named  McKenzie.  My  readers 
will  hear  enough  in  this  volume  of  him. 

(JEORGE  BROWN, 

a  vigorous  young  Scotchman,  commenced  his  career  in 
1843.  He  published  the  Glohe  from  that  time  to  his  death. 
His  career  was  vigorous,  erratic,  but  very  influential. 

JAMES  LESLIE, 

the  son  of  old  Mr.  James  Leslie,  of  Dundas,  was  a  very 
learned,  excellent  Scotchman,  honorable,  of  deep  religious 
thought  and  feelings — an  intimate  friend  of  mine.  He 
exercised  for  many  years  great  influence  in  Toronto. 

ALEXANDER  M'KENZIE 

rose  from  being  a  contractor  and  stonemason  at  Sarnia,  to 
be  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada.  He  was  a  vigorous 
thinker  and  speaker,  an  honest,  upright  politician.  I  once 
read  of  a  traveller  who  was  on  one  of  the  pyramids  of 
Egypt.    He  met  a  stranger  there  like  himself,  and  he  asked 
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tilt'  Ktrjinj^-er  wlio  he  was.  "  I  am  a  Scotchman,"  says  he. 
So  go  \vliere  you  will  you  will  find  a  Scotchman.  In 
Chica<^o,  in  1840,  I  met  two  inHuential  men,  Mitchell  and 
Brand,  Scotchmen  of  wealth  and  influence,  Carnegie,  of 
Pittsburg,  is  a  Scotchman. 


IS 

le 


LAUGHABLE   ANECDOTE   AND   RETORT. 

1  heard  this  anecdote  of  Dr.  Strachan,  too  good  to  pass 
over. 

He  was  dining  a  long  time  ago  with  a  friend  whose  coat 
looked  very  seedy. 

"  Ah  !  my  friend,"  says  Jock,   "  shall   I   say — your  coat. 
is  very  shabby ;  why  do  you  not  look  better  ^  " 

"  Weel,  Jock,  I  must  tell  ye ;  I  ha'  no'  turned  it  yet ! " 

Dr.  Strachan  is  said  to  have  met  his  brother  many  years 
after  in  Canada,  and  scarcely  knew  him. 

My  father  once  told  me — "  Charles,  if  you  cannot  get  a 
wife  among  the  Canadians,  be  sure  to  take  a  Scotch  lassie ; 
they  make  excellent  wives."  If  the  Scotch  lasses  are  such 
as  Burns  describes  them,  we  all  know  they  must  be  dears 
— and  this  I  know  too  from  long:  observation.  He  has 
immortalized  the  lovely  dears  of  the  lowlands  and  the 
highlands.  Who  can  ever  forget  his  Highland  Mary,  his 
Mary  Campbell  ? 

I  say  nothing  in  this  article  of  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald, 
who,  although  born  in  Scotland,  was  only  a  child  when  he 
came  here,  and  who  was  emphatically  a  Canadian  in  all 
his  feelings,  ambitions  and  nature,  but  will  allude  to  him 
in  the  last  chapters. 
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Thoughts  on  1897 — Turning  back  a  moment  to  old  memories— Sleep- 
ing in  hay-mows  or  barns — Awakened  by  cock-crowing — Singing 
of  birds — Skating — Riding  down  hills — Sleigh-bells  and  sleigh 
rides  in  the  country — Snowbirds  :  Their  flight  to  the  north — 
Pleasures  in  winter — Presbyterian  progress  in  Canada — It  existed 
very  early  at  Niagara — A  short  history  of  the  Ryerson  family — 
Land  grants  of  olu  in  Canada. 

These  beautiful  lines,  so  appropriate,  I  took  from  the 
gazette  of  Mrs.  Harvey,  of  Toronto — not  original : 

Will  it  run  over  with  laughter, 

Or  will  it  be  filled  with  tears, 

Will  it  be  careless  and  merry, 
Or  saddest  of  all  the  years  ? 

Will  there  be  lowering  storm-clouds, 

Or  will  there  bo  rainbow.s  bright, 
Will  there  be  blackness  of  midnight, 

Or  blush  of  the  morning  light  ? 

Who  knows  what  the  day  or  the  morrow 

Will  bring  to  the  waiting  heart  ? 
Thy  duty  is  but  to  press  onward 

And  steadily  do  thy  part, 
Nor  dream  that  the  curtained  future 

Will  yield  to  thy  puny  power  ; 
God's  angel  is  holding  that  curtain. 

And  lifting  it  hour  by  hour.  — Ouu'art/. 

It  is  a  solemn  thing  to  enter  upon  a  new  year  with  ail 
its  possibilities  and  it;*  unopened  future.  How  many  en- 
tering into  it  will  never  see  its  end,  from  the  countless 
accidents  that  may  happen  to  any  of  us  ?  It  was  so  last 
year,  1896,  now  buried  into  the  past.     It  reminds  one  of 
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the  waves  of  the  mighty  ocean  wliieh  we  see  followir-g  one 
another,  each  dashed  upon  a  rock  into  nonentity  in  a  mo- 
ment. Another  series  of  waves  follows  in  the  track  of  the 
tirst,  to  be,  in  like  manner,  dashed  into  oblivion  Such  are 
the  races  of  men  and  women.  Such,  let  us  remember,  will 
be  our  fate,  and  so  let  us  spend  our  time  in  this  great  and 
unfathomable  universe,  apparently  without  beginning  or 
end,  which  has  been,  and  will  be,  from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting. And  yet  this  mighty,  wonderful  panorama  of 
worlds,  shining  on  forever,  countless  and  beautiful,  has  a 
Creator  still  more  wonderful,  endowed  with  love,  beauty 
and  beneficence  ;  Almighty  in  power,  design  and  invention  ; 
at  whose  will  all  things  move ;  whose  nature  is  righteous, 
moral  and  infinitely  good.  We  can  only  picture  Him  as 
seen  in  Christ,  who  was  so  wonderful  in  his  nature  ;  whose 
origin,  although  mysterious  and  unaccountable,  is  sur- 
rounded by  some  contradiction  when  contrasting  Luke 
and  Matthew's  gospels,  yet  seems  to  be  the  Shiloh  of  the 
Old  Testament ;  the  seed  that  was  to  bruise  the  head  of 
sin.  If  He  did  not  rise  from  the  gloom  of  the  sepulchre  at 
Golgotha,  into  which  Nicoderaus  and  Joseph  of  Arimathea 
placed  His  precious  body,  and  appear  and  talk  to  his  apos- 
tles, as  certified  to  by  them,  then  we  are  amazed  at  their 
unnecessary  falsehoods  and  at  St.  Paul's  testimony — am- 
azed at  Christ's  promises — amazed  at  the  progress  of  His 
religion  in  the  Roman  Empire — amazed  at  its  power  since 
and  now  in  the  world.  "  But  now  is  He  risen  and  gone  into 
the  heavens  as  our  Brother,  Friend  and  Saviour  ? " 


WINTER  SCENES  AND  SPORTS. 


Reverting  Back  to  Old  Customs  of  our  Young  Daya. 

My  father,  James  Durand,  senior,  I  have  always  under- 
stood, stayed  in  Montreal  for  a  time  in  or  prior  to  1800. 
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He  was  reported  to  be  a  very  skilful  skater  there.  In 
1824  to  l.S.SO  I  have  known  him  to  try  to  skate  and  he 
could  not.  It  is  strange  how  soon  the  power  is  forgotten. 
My  brothers  and  I  could  skate  very  well  at  the  last-named 
periods,  but  now  the  power  to  do  so  has  gone  with  me.  We 
used  the  rivers,  creeks  and  ponds  in  early  days  ;  had  no 
such  tiling  as  a  rink.  Girls  did  not  skate  then.  In  Hol- 
land the  women  use  skates  to  do  marketing,  as  well  as  for 
pleasure.  I  think  it  looks  very  pretty  to  see  women  skating, 
or  to  see  ladies  and  gentlemen  skate  together.  Riding 
down  hills  was  common  in  my  early  days.  Tobogganing 
was  not  in  vogue  in  Canada. 

Sleighing  parties  were  very  common,  as  was  attending 
balls  and  other  parties  in  sleighing  rides.  It  was  a 
laughable  thing  to  get  a  turn-over,  with  ladies  and  gentle- 
men in  the  deep  snow,  aftbrding  laughing  for   days  after. 

The  tingling  and  merry  sound  of  bells  at  night  passing 
our  houses  in  the  winter  roads,  fires  burning  bright  and 
high  inside,  anfl  the  tingling  of  bells  outside,  were  amusing. 

Snow-birds  on  the  roads  as  we  passed  in  sleighs,  rising 
from  and  sitting  in  cold  snow,  were  generally  seen.  It  of 
late  is  not  seen  so  much.  The  little  birds  seem  to  enjoy 
the  snowdrifts  and  enter  with  apparent  joy  into  the 
clouds  of  snow  as  they  rise,  twittering  as  they  do  so.  As 
soon  as  warm  spring  comes  oft'  they  go  to  their  northern 
aurora  borealis  regions  until  winter  again  visits  us.  They 
are  our  dear  little  snow  companions.  Occasionally  I  have 
made  verses  about  them  and  about  the  merry  winter  bells, 
I  used  to  be  very  fond,  as  a  boy,  to  ride  in  sleighs. 

WOLVES   IN   THE   SNOW. 

I  used  to  see  wolves  running  through  the  distant  fields 
on  the  old  Grand  river  farm,  spoken  of  in  back  numbers 
of  this  book.    They  love  to  travel  through  deep  snow  ;  lash 
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their  sides  with  their  long  tails.  It  is  not  well  to  meet  a 
hungry  pack  in  the  deep  woods.  Remember  what  I  say 
about  the  long  woods  near  London.  If  met  alone  they  are 
cowardly. 

DEEll   STALKING  ON   CRUSTY   SNOW. 

When  a  rain  comes  on  in  winter,  and  an  ice  crust  freezes 
on  the  top  snow,  hunters  will  stalk  deer,  and,  worse  still, 
wolves  will  chase  them.  In  the  deep  woods,  where  tlie 
snow  is  sometimes  three  and  four  feet  deep,  tiie  deer  in 
jumping  through  the  snow  cut  their  legs,  of  course,  sink  in, 
and  are  so  impeded  as  to  be  easily  caught  by  wolves  or  lynxes. 
It  is  cruel  to  see  this.  They  have  a  poor  chance  to  escape. 
I  once  saw  a  poor  deer  come  into  our  yard  at  the  Grand 
river  chased  by  wolves. 

INDIANS   WITH   THEIR   WOODEN   SNAKES. 

The  Indians  in  winter  walk  on  snowshoes,  and  our 
hunters  and  travellers  do  so.  In  deep  snow  the  traveller 
must  have  them.  The  Indians  have  their  deer-skin  moc-a- 
sins,  hide-tanned.  They  used  in  old  times  to  play  with  long 
hiocory,  serpentine,  smooth  snakes,  so-called,  which  when 
thrown  in  a  straight  line  will  run  through  the  snow  or  on 
the  ice  very  long  distances. 

SNOWSHOES   IN    DEEP,   CRUSTY   SNOW 

Used  to  be  very  generally  used  in  distant  travelling, 
in  Montreal,  the  North-West,  and  on  the  Grand  river. 
Ladies  travel  at  times  with  gentlemen  with  them.  If  you 
travel  far  you  will  have  great  appetites. 

WHAT   DO   THE   BEARS   DO  ? 

Bears — probably  raccoons,  groundhogs,  porcupines,  and 
all  animals  having  thick,  fat  skins  and  oily  bodies  next  to 
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i\\^  hair,  and  loni^  hair — winter  in  dense  woocIh  and  awarapa 
tlirouf^h  the  months  of  December.  .January,  February  and 
Marcli,  in  Cana(hi.  It  is  sai  1  the  boar  comes  out  on  the 
second  of  February  and  if  he  sees  Ins  shadow  he  goes  back 
for  six  weeks,  then  cornea  out  Tliey  suck  their  fat  paws  and 
feet,  rolled  up  like  a  big  barrel.  The  white  bear  does  not 
do  HO  in  Iceland. 
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TRAPPING    FUR    ANIMALS   IN    Wl>fTER. 

Trappinf^  is  a  favorite  thing   with   hunters  in  winter. 
Such    animals   as   foxes,  wolves,   beavers,  lynxes,   minks 
otters,  martins,  tishers  are  trapped. 

WOODPECKERS   AND    BLUEJAYS 

Stay  with  as  all  the  winter,  secrete  themselves  in  hollow 
trees  at  night  and  eat  worms  in  the  bark.  Bluejays  do 
not  all  stay  with  us ;  woodpeckers  do.  The  large  red- 
headed kind,  sometimes  called  the  co?k-of-the-wood8,  does. 
They  are  found  in  the  Arctic  region. 

SQUIRRELS    OF    ALL   KINDS 

Stop  with  us,  living  on  nuts  secreted  in  the  autumn  in 
hollow  trees. 

Such  is  winter — with  its  scenes,  its  joys,  its  privations 
and  pleasures. 

It  purifies  the  air  for  the  coming  summer — makes  our 
climate  more  healthy. 

As  a  boy  I  loved  winter  and,  all  in  all,  thought  it  a 
beautiful  change.  My  mind  often  goes  back  to  my  boy- 
hood days,  when,  on  ouv  great  farm  near  Brantford,  I, 
Henry,  Ferdinand  and  Alonzo  used  to  sleep  on  the  hot 
summer  nights  on  blankets  in  the  hay  mow  in  the  barn. 
We  had  a  hired  farmer  and  his  wife,  who  slept  on  the  floor 
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below  us  ill  tlie  same  barn.  We  liad  to  ris*;  early,  Imt  tliP 
cockK  would  commence  tlieir  crovvinf»  when  it  was  yet 
dark — wlien  only  a  little  fflimmer  was  seen  in  the  east. 
We  could  hear  the  barn  swallow  and  the  barn  phtebes  ut- 
terintj  their  beautiful  little  twitterinrjs  in  and  out  of  the 
barn,  the  rinfjin;^  of  the  cowbells,  the  cows  ^^etting  up  to 
^raze  in  the  fieldn,  and  we,  too,  would  have  to  arise  from  a 
rofreshinj;  sleep  whore  the  new-mown  hay  was  scenting 
tlie  atmosphere.  Perhaps  we  would  be  superintending  the 
horses  to  commence  to  plow  when  the  breakfjist  horn 
would  call  us  in.  We  used  to  delight  to  sleep  in  this  way, 
it  seemed  so  healthy  and  was  romantic. 

Our  hired  farmer  man  and  his  wife  would  lie  down  on 
the  barn  floor. 

Travellers  tell  of  their  making  their  beds  of  hemlock 
branches  in  travelling. 

It  was  very  invigorating.  The  more  air  we  have  in  our 
sleeping  apartments  the  better,  if  we  can  avoid  colds.  My 
brother  Ferdinand  told  me  once  that  lie  was  employed  to 
put  up  lighthouses  on  Lake  Superior  for  the  American 
Government,  and  on  his  return  had  to  travel  long  distances 
in  the  woods  from  Superior  to  Lake  Michigan.  He  made 
his  bed  of  the  boughs  of  trees  and  a  blanket. 

This  brother  once  had  a  store  on  the  Wisconsin  River, 
among  the  Indians.  He  then  went  to  the  Mississippi,  at 
McGregor,  and  opened  a  store.  There  a  wicked  and  vici- 
ous clerk  stabbed  him  in  the  leg  or  thigh,  from  which  he 
ultimately  died  in  1859.  His  family  and  children  live  up 
in  that  region. 

These  verses  are  suggested  in  my  thoughts : 

THE    MERRY    BELLS. 


Ring  tingle  tingle,  here  w^e  go 
Softly  over  the  yielding  snow  ; 
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Iluw  lovuly  it  8<;oms,  cnickling  boluw, 

With  bollH  H  tiii^liiij,',  luinrtH  u^low  ; 
Liiughiii^l     liiiu^liiii^'!     Our  hoiirts  ure  full, 

Wnippuil  in  rohus  and  Itlankots  Wfiriu, 
Pt'Hiiciii^  horsus  our  sluii^'hs  do  i)ull, 

LudieN  nuar  uh  with  hvauty  charm. 

THE  SNOW  JUUDS. 

Go  little  bird,  when  winter  is  over, 

To  tar  northern  lands  where  icel)er<,'R  do  ,i,doanri. 

With  us  you  but  seem  a  short  little  rover, 
Appear  with  the  snow  and  le-wo  as  a  dream! 

The  wild  wintiy  winds  seem  to  thee  a  delight, 

'Mid  snow-banks  and  st<»rms  thou  spendest  thy  time, 
Twittering  in  comfort,  in  sitting  or  flight, 
Till  seeking  again  thy  far  n«irthern  clime. 

Will  we  see  thee  again  when  winter  shall  come  ? 

Say  little  rover  from  the  land  of  the  North, 
Where,  with  seals  and  the  bears,  thou  makest  thy  liome, 

When  again  coming  8[)ring  calleth  thee  forth  ? 

The  snow-bird  is  of  a  white  color  on  its  under  parts, 
white  and  brown  on  its  back  and  wings,  brown  on  its  head, 
has  a  small  bill  pointed,  dark  legs,  is  about  six  inches 
long,  is  usually  seen  in  flocks  of  a  dozen,  less  or  more  ; 
comes  with  the  snow  in  late  November  or  early  in  Decem- 
ber times  ;  leaves  us  in  March.  Is  said  to  change  its  plum- 
age to  a  black  color  on  its  upper  parts  in  summer,  breeds 
in  the  Arctic  regions,  Labrador,  McKenzie  River,  Iceland, 
and  other  cold  countries. 


REMARKS   ON   THE   RISE   AND    PROGRESS    OF  THE   CANADIAN 

PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH, 

The  Presbyterian  Church  is  included,  or  rather  includes 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  which  may  be  called 
its  founder.     The  poor  Huguenots  who  went  to  Florida  in 
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the  Hixteentli  (.•ontMrv  (I')(i2) — us  I  read  history, — were 
killeil  by  tlic.  Spjiiilsh  Itoiujin  C/jitliolic  Chuicli  in  Florida. 
'I'ho  Spjml.sli  nation  (jxrhapH  I  should  say  the  priest  part 
of  it)  does  not  deserve  any  Hvnipathy  from  nianUind  at 
lar^c;  therefore  I  liave  been  inclined  to  synipiithi/o  witli 
Cuba  in  the  .struggle  against  Spain  in  tiie  now  war  for 
independence. 

Tile  conduct  of  Spain  in  liltinnr  out  tlio  infamous  Armada 
a;4ainst  I'^ngiand,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  to 
Mexico  and  the  Aztec  kings  of  the  Indians,  and  to  the 
South  American  aborigines  was  infamous  and  bloodthirsty. 

This  short  history  of  the  church  was  kindly  given  to  me 
to  insert  in  my  renuniscenccs  by  the  best  informed  minis- 
ter of  tlie  church  in  America,  an  aged  and  mo.st  devoted 
member  in  Canada,  for  which  I  thaid<  him. 

1.  As  to  the  first  IVesbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States.  A  colony  of  Freiich  Hugtieiiots  was  settled  in 
Florida  in  15li2  under  the  patronage  of  Admiral  Coligny. 
The  Huguenots  were  Presbyterians  in  doctrine, government 
and  worship. 

2.  In  1628  a  congregation  of  the  Reformed  (Dutch)Church 
was  organized  by  the  Rev.  Jonas  Michaeline  in  New  Ams- 
terdam, New  York.  The  Reformed  Dutch  were  Presby- 
terians. 

3.  In  the  Dominion  of  Canada  the  tirst  Prcsbyteriana 
were  French  Huguenots,  who  with  their  ministers  were 
settled  in  the  I.sJand  of  St.  Croix,  by  De  Monte,  who  was  a 
Huguenot.     Tliis  was  in  1G04. 

4.  Passing  from  tlie  French  and  Dutch  to  the  English. 
I  propose  to  state  what  great  progress  has  been  made 

in.  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  the  past  seventy  years  in 
Canada,  in  a  brief  way.  I  alluded  to  its  beginning  in  a 
prior  chapter.  I  mean  the  more  molern  church,  as  very 
recent.  Below  I  give  a  list  of  the  various  Protestant 
16 
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iluiioiiiiriatioiiH  in  Cuiiticla.  It  Ih  woiidtM'ful  to  coiiteinpldte 
this  pro^rcHH  of  the  Prt!^»l»ytei'ianH.  The  Hoparatioii  riiailo 
by  this  l)()(ly  of  CliristiuiiH  at  the  <ii8iuptio!i  in  ScotlnrKl 
ill  1844  from  the  ol<i  kirk  of  Scothinti,  wiiich  iiad  trot 
(an  all  e.stahliHhed  churches  will  do  if  |)aiii)>ere<i  hy  the 
Government)  too  worldly,  shows  that  s«(lf-NU[>|)ortin^' 
churches  do  better  than  pampered  ones.  The  Preshy- 
torians  have  done  hetter  than  the  Methodists  in  the  [)ast 
two  or  three  decades  in  (yanada,  and  than  the  (Jhurch 
of  Kn^^iaiKJ,  although  the  last  church,  since  it  has  acted 
on  the  voluntary  principle,  has  done  better  than  when 
it  de[)endod  on  the  (Government  for  support.  Had  it  not 
been  for  its  ritualistic  temlencies  it  would  liave  done  even 
still  better.  The  leaning  to  Romish  customs  must  bo  given 
up.  The  Presbyterian  Churches  have  increased  to  an  en- 
ormous extent  in  the  Dominion. 

From  the  census  returns  it  is  leaine<l  that  there  were 
10,840  churches  in  April,  1891,  a  very  great  in(Tease  over 
188  J. 

In  continuance  of  this  article  1  say  the  first  Presbyter- 
ian minister  was  the  Rev.  Francis  Macornie,  who  came  from 
near  Ramelton,  freland,  in  1088,  and  who  settled  in  Reho- 
both,  Maryland.  The  first  Presbv  "  was  organized  in 
1705. 

5.  In  the  Doniinion  of  Ca  aere  was  established,  in 
1749,  in  Halifax,  a  Protesth,.  Dissenting  congregation, 
partly  Presbyterian  and  partly  Congregational.  This  is 
now  St.  Matthew's  Presl)yterian  Church. 

6.  The  first  Presbyterian  minister  who  was  permanently 
settled  in  the  eastern  provinces  was  the  Rev.  James  Mur- 
dock,  who  came  from  the  same  neighborhood  from  which 
I  came. 

He  came  to  Halifax  in  1766,  preached  for  a  short  time 
in  the  Protestant  Dissenters'  meeting-house,  and  afterwards 
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ill  Hi)rbuii,  Wiiiil.sor,  ('ornwallis  and  other  plucew.      Ho  clii'<l 
in  1791). 

7.  In  the  Province  ol"  (^uebtM-  the  i'wut  Freshytorian  min- 
iMter  was  Rev.  Oeorj^e  Henry,  wlio  Hceniw  to  have  been  a 
cliaphiin  in  Wolt'e  h  arn>y,  and  to  have  been  j)n'Hent  at  the 
eapture  ol*  C^neber*  city  (1759).  He  organizet I  a  congrega- 
tion in  the  eity  ol"  Queb«'r  about  tlie  yoiw  ITOo,  and  died  in 
1795. 

8.  'I'lie  tir.st  Hresbyterian  nunister  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario  wa.s  the  Rev.  John  Hethune,  who  was  a  chaplain  in 
the  loyal  militia  durin»;  the  revolutionary  war,  came  to 
Montreal  in  178(i,and  removed  to  (ilengarry  in  1787.  This 
was  four  years  before  Upper  Canada  was  .separated  from 
Lower  Canada.  Mr.  Bethune  died  in  1815.  Two  of  his 
sons  were  the  late  Bi.shop  Bethune  of  Toronto  and  Dean 
Bethune  of  Montreal. 

9.  Other  Presbj'^terian  ministers  who  were  settled  in 
Upper  Canada  were:  In  1798,  Rov,  .labez  Callner,  Simcoe, 
from  the  American  church  ;  in  1795,  Rev.  L.  L.  Brepple,  Wil- 
liamsburg, etc.,  (Dutch)  Reform;  in  1794,  Rev.  John  Dunn, 
Niagara ;  in  1798,  Rev.  John  McDonald,  Frederickburg, 
(Dutch)  Reform;  in  1802,  Rev.  John  Young,  Niagara;  in 
1802,  Rev.  \).W  Eastman,  from  Arnian,Ont.,  Niagara  Pen- 
insula; in  1804,  Rev.  John  Burn?*,  Niagara,  father  of  Judge 
Burns;  in  1808,  Rev.  L  Williams,  St.  Catharines, etc.;  Vork, 
Toronto,  the  first  Presbyterian  congregation  here  was 
organized,  in  1810,  by  Rev.  John  Beattie  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
form Church,  but  it  had  no  settled  pastor.  In  1823  Rev. 
James  Harris  was  settled  as  minister  at  York.  He  came 
from  Ireland,  and  was  a  son-in-law  of  Jesse  Ketchum.  His 
congrogation  afterwards  became  *'  Knox  Church." 

10.  The    Presbyterian    population   of   the  Dominion  of 
(Canada,  according  to  the  census  of  1891,  was  753,109. 

11.  The  first  general  assembly  of  the  Established  Church 
of  Scotland  was  in  1500. 
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My  Ic.irned  -ind  a;jjed  friend  who  tjjMve  nie  the  account 
furnislied  in  tliis  article  does  not  mention  the  old  Kirk  of 
Scotland  Cliurch  that  stood  so  lon^f  in  Toronto  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Churcii  and  Adelaide  Streets,  a»id  occupied  by  so 
many  Preshyleiian  families  in  old  times — such  as  John 
Bell's,  the  lawyer,  his  brother  the  land  agent,  the  McMur- 
rich  family,  Mr.  Justice  McLean's. 

Manitoba  is  now,  or  has  been,  very  li!  .  Upper  Canada 
was  frotn  1818  to  bS30. 

It  will  be  seen  tliat  Mie  number  of  Presbyterians  now 
stands  as  hi^h  almost  as  the  pioneer  Methodists,  and  out- 
numbers all  the  others,  except  the  Catholics,  which  increase 
has  arisen  since  1880,  mostly  since  1844^,  and  since  the 
great  Scottish  eruption  of  the  church. 

As  a  matter  of  curiosity  I  subjoin  this  enumeration  of 
all  the  religious  denominations  in  Canada,  cut  from  the 
Presbyterian  Almanac  of  1890. 


Religions. 


Roman  Catholics 

Methodists 

Presbyterians 

Church  of  England . . . 

Baptists 

Lutherans 

Congregatioualists  .  . . . 

Disciples 

Brethren 

AdventJsts 

Quakers 

Protestants. . 

Uuiversalists 

JeAVH 

Unitarians 

Salvation  Army 

Other   denominations . 
Not  specified 


iS81. 


Niiiiil.'  r. 


,791, 982 

7-l2,9Sl 

(570,16.") 

577,414 

29(5,5-20 

4(5,350 

2(5,900 

20,193 

8,831 

7,211 

0,553 

0,519 

4,517 

2,393 

2,126 


14,269 
93,881 


I'r'  poll  ion 

to  Toial 
ropuKitioii. 


41.48 

17.18 

15.(53 

13.35 

0.85 

1.07 

.(52 

.47 

.20 

.10 

.15 

.15 

.10 

.06 

.05 


.33 
2.17 


1891. 


iVuinber. 


1,992,017 

847,705 

750,320 

040,  59 

303,839 

03,982 

28,157 

12,703 

11,037 

0,;i54 

4,050 

12,253 

3,186 

6,414 

1,777 

13,949 

33,756 

89,355 


Prop  rtion 

to  Total 

rojiulutiop. 


41.21 

17.54 

15.63 

13.37 

0.29 

1.32 

.58 

.28 

.24 

.13 

.10 

.25 

.07 

.13 

.04 

.29 

.70 

1.85 
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THE    FAMII.V    OI-'   THE    LATE    COI-ON'EL     JOsEIMl    1{  V  KirSON,   OK 

NORFOLK,    AND    HIS   SONS,   GE  UKiE,   JOHN,    WILLIAM. 

EDWY   AND   Eni^RTON,   THE   LAST   FIVE 

METHODIST   MINKSTEi:S. 

Born  Rt  Patterson,  New  Jersey,  1701,  son  of  liucas  Ryeraon,  end 
great-^rrandson  of  Martin  Ilyerson,  who  eniigrnfed  from  Hol- 
land in  IfilO,  a  Dutch  Huguenot.  His  mother  was  Melietable 
Stickney,  a  descendant  of  an  early  New  England  (^i;ttler.  Her 
father  removed  to  Maugorville  New  Brunwiek,  in  ]7<^»t,80on 
after  the  cession  by  the  French.  .She  was  born  in  the  following 
year  and  married  . I ose})h  Ryerson  in  178  L     Died  in  1801. 

On  the  hretiking  out  of  the  Revolutionjiry  war  Josepli 
ami  liis  1  rothers  Samuel  and  Francis  took  the RoyaHsts' side. 
His  brother  Oeorge  L.  remained  neutral.  Joseph  joined 
the  4th  Battalion  of  New  Jersey  Volunteers  as  ensign, 
took  part  in  the  South  Carolina  campaign,  was  wounded 
at  Savannah,  was  twice  promoted  for  distinguished  service 
in  the  field,  was  transferred  to  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Ameri- 
can Volunteers,  and  w^as  one  of  the  8(j  out  of  550  who  re- 
turned homo  to  tell  the  tale  of  his  a^lveiitures  in  tlie  cam- 
paign. He  continued  to  serve  with  his  regimenc  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  having  taken  part  in  six  ))itched  battles 
and  numerous  skirmishes.  Under  the  Act  of  Attaindc"  of 
New  Jersey  he  was  obliged  to  remove  to  New  Brunswick 
witli  the  loss  of  his  inheritance,  and  settled  at  Maugerville, 
Sunbury  (^ounty,  where  he  became  a  Major  of  Militia.  On 
the  representations  of  Governor  Simcoe,  an  old  friend,  lie 
removed  to  Upper  Canada  in  1794,  and  settled  at  Vittoria 
Township  of  Charlotteville,  Norfolk,  on  his  grant  of  land. 
He  was  afterwards  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Count}'^  of 
Norfolk,  High  Sheriff'  of  the  Western  District,  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

When  the.w^ar  of  1312-14  broke  out  he  raised  and  com- 
manded the  1st  Regiment  of  Norfolk  militia.     He  made 
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himself  so  ol)noxious  to  the  Americans  hy  hi8  activity 
that  a  price  was  set  on  his  head  and  his  liouse  burned  hy 
order  ot'the  American  general.  He  lived  to  the  atje  of  PI*  ; 
died  on  August  9th,  1854. 

Their  children  were  George,  John,  William,  Kgerton, 
and  Edwy  ;  Polly,  who  married  Colonel  John  Bostwick, 
M.P.P.,  and  Mehetable,  who  married     udge  Mitchell. 

His  brother  Samuel  settled  beside  hi!n  at  Port  Ryerso. 
His  brother  Francis  settled  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  his  des- 
cendants are  still  to  be  found.  One  of  them,  John  K. 
Rverson,  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  some 
years. 

This  family  of  sons — five  ministers — exercised  a  vast  in- 
fluence all  over  Upper  Canada  for  a  generation  or  more. 

Only  two  of  them  meddled  much  with  Provincial  poli- 
tics— William,  who  at  one  time  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  one  term,  and  pursued  a  useful  and  moderate  course, 
and  Egerton,  who  wrote  a  great  deal  in  the  Guardian,  and 
in  Lord  Metcalfe's  time  opposed  what  Baldwin  and  the  Re- 
formers claimed  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  Responsible 
Government,  which  conduct  R.  B.  Sullivan  opposed  in 
Ryerson.  But  I  believe,  and  Reformers  of  the  old  school 
believed,  that  the  changes  of  his  political  opinion  from 
what  they  were  in  1830  and  1834  to  different  opinions  in 
1835-'6-'7  to  the  Family  Compact  side  by  Egerton,  in- 
directly ruined  the  Reform  cause,  and  the  result  was  that 
it  caused  the  rising  of  the  people  under  McKenzie,  and 
ruined    for  a   time  the     progranune  of   Reform. 

John  Ryerson  and  a  Tory  English  Church  minister  got 
up  a  petition  to  save  the  lives  of  Lount  and  Matthews, 
whilst  he,  Egerton  Ryerson,  who  really  might  have  saved 
their  lives  by  his  great  influence  with  such  men  as  Attor- 
ney-General Hagerman,  Chief  Justice  Robinson,  and  Sir 
George  Arthur,  used  no  influence  in  their  favor.     This  con- 
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duci  1  very  stron^jfly  condemned  of  old  and  now  (condemn. 
It  was  not  on  the  ground  of  ultra-loyalty  that  thiK  was 
done,  because  many  as  loyal  as  he  was  carried  round 
petitions  to  save  the  lives  of  the  two  condemned  men. 

Mr,  Rogers,  a  well-known  II.  K.  fjoyaliat,  father  of  the 
large  family  that  bears  his  name,  did  so,  and  his  son,  who 
now  has  a  large  fur  store  on  the  corner  of  Church  and 
King,  told  me  some  years  ago  that  a  super-loyal  officer 
met  old  Air.  Tlogers  carrying  round  a  petition  near  the 
market  and  accosted  him  with  the  question:  "  What  are 
you  doing,  Mr.  Rogers  ^  '  "I  am  carrying  round  this  peti- 
tion to  get  signatures  to  save  the  lives  of  Lount  an<l  Mat- 
thews' 

"  What,"  says  the  officer,  "you,  a  loyal  man,  do  this  ?" 

"  Yes,'*  said  the  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  "I  do,  and  am 
Justified  in  so  doing."  The  Family  Compact  says :  **  He 
should  have  granted  the  people  reforms  asked  for,  then 
this  rebellion  w^ould  not  have  arisen."  Mr.  Rogers  fought 
at  the  Battle  of  Queenston  and  other  battles,  and  so,  indeed, 
did  Matthews. 

The  Ryerson  family  v,  re  a  brave  and  very  useful  family 
in  their  day.  Revd.  George  Ryerson  was  probably  at  De- 
troit in  1812,  wlien  General  Brock  took  the  army  of  Hull. 
He  fought  at,  probably,  Lundy's  Lane,  and  was  severely 
wounded  at  or  near  Chippew^a  in  the  face,  and  received  a 
pension.  In  his  latter  days  he  seems  to  have  changed  his  re- 
ligious opinions  in  favor  of  a  religious  denomination  called 
the  Irvingites,  the  exact  opinions  of  which  I  do  not  know. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  92.  His  well-known,  intelligent  and 
respected  son,  vrho  is  a  member  of  the  Ontario  Legislature, 
lives  on  College,  near  Yonge  Street,  and  is  attached  as  a 
physician  to  one  of  our  regiments.  The  account  of  his 
grandfather's  life  given  me  by  him  reads  like  a  romance  in 
history,  and  is  w^ell  worth  noticing  as  a  grand  Canadian 
family  relic. 


<l 


;  1 1 


240 


llb-MINISCENCES   OF   tllARLKS   DUllANI), 


m 


1  can  remember  one  of  the  members  of  the  family  for 
over  sixty-Hve  years,  and  his  vigorous  and  excitinpf  man- 
ner of  preaching.  He  was  tlio  Kevd,  William  Ryerson,  and 
his  manner  was  so  original  that  I  used  to  sometimes 
try  to  imitate  hiui  in  speaking.  He  preache<l  in  all  the 
cfiurches  about  Hamilton  as  far  back  as  1830,  and  exercised 
a  groat  religious  influence. 

The  Revd.  Egerton  Ryerson  was  going  to  school  to  learn 
Latin,  Greek  and  other  branches  of  a  learned  education  in 
1820  and  1827,  in  Hamilton,  when  I  was  going  to  school  at 
Dundas,  to  Mr.  MacMahon,  the  Iri.sh  tutor  employed  by  my 
father  and  other  gentlemen  before  spoken  of ;  therefore  I 
may  say  1  was  contemporary  with  him.  He  was  writing 
vigorously  in  the  Christian  Guardian  in  the  years  pro- 
bably from  1830  to  1834  for  the  Reformers,  after  which  he 
turned  his  pen  against  his  old  friends,  Bidwell,  Perry,  Rolph 
and  McKenzie ;  in  fact,  in  my  opinion,  by  so  changing  his 
tactics  and  going  over  to  the  side  of  the  old  Toronto  P\mily 
Compact,  was  the  cause,  as  said  above,  of  the  defeat  of  Re- 
sponsible Government  which  Robert  Baldwin  tried  to 
inaugurate  in  1830,  advised  by  J^ord  Goderich.  He  became, 
in  1 836,  and  1837-8,  the  advising  friend  of  Sir  Francis  Bond 
Head,  ultimately  the  indirect  cause  of  the  people,  or  a  por- 
tion of  them,  taking  up  arms  in  the  Home  District  when 
they  saw  there  was  no  chance,  after  repeated  failures  of 
obtaining  their  just  British  rights. 

When  that  hasty  and,  under  the  circumstances,  imprudent 
act  was  done,  imprudent  because  isolated  and  in  only  one 
part  of  Upper  Canada,  he  was  the  enemy  of  the  poor  fellows 
implicated  in  the  rising,  and  he  and  the  Revd.  Ephraim 
Evans  were  hostile  in  their  remarks  on  all  the  Reformers 
who  did  take  up  arms.  Everyone  knows  that  many,  a 
majority  of  them,  were  the  oldest  and  most  respectable 
farmers  of  the  County  of  York  and  some  in  all  the  sur- 
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rounding  coimtiea.  lie  also  knew  that  one  of  the  nu.'u 
executed,  David  Aluttheww,  was  n  U.  K.  Loyalist  and  had 
fought  for  Britain  in  1(S12.  Tlie  fatlier  of  this  poor  man 
fought  in  the  revolutionary  war  for  Britain. 

As  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  Guardian  prior  to 
1834  led  many  such  men  as  Matthews  to  become  violent 
Reformers.  It  may  be  said  that  my  remarks  concern- 
ing the  Revd.  Eorerton  Ryoi\son  may  not  please  his 
personal  friends.  I  bog  of  them  to  remember  that  I  am 
not  writing  this  book  to  please  any  family 'v  any  friend, 
but  for  truth's  sake,  and  to  hund  down  forever  what  I  con- 
sider and  know  to  be  truth.  I  rer  Meet,  now  over  sixty 
years  ago,  how  I  felt  at  the  sudden  chuiige  of  policy  or 
politics  in  this  eminent  man  and  what  all  my  contemporary 
Reformers  felt.  We  felt  that  a  once  ])olitical  friend  ha<i 
turned  tail  on  us.  Bidwell,  Perry,  Dr.  Kolph,  ])r.  Morrisoii, 
Bishop  Richardson  (then  plain  Revd.  James  Richardson, 
felt  so),  and  the  Reform  papers  all  took  that  view.  Take 
them  if  you  have  an  old  tile  and  see  if  it  is  not  so.  If  this 
reverend  man  had  been  asked  why  this  change  of  his  mind 
towards  his  old  friends  took  place,  he  would  have  said  pro- 
bably, because  he  thought  them  not  truly  loyal ;  but  most 
of  us  thought  there  was  a  world  reason.  He  visited  Sir 
Francis  B.  Head,  it  is  said,  about  the  time  of  the  rebellion, 
to  counsel  him.  Now  I  say,  and  all  knew  it,  that  the  lead- 
ers in  the  rebellion  were  loyal,  all  of  them,  until  they  were 
driven  to  the  verge  of  political  desperation,  and  even  when 
at  Montgomery  Hill  if  they  had  been  approached  in  a  con- 
ciliatory way  and  oftered  what  England  (under  Lord  God- 
erich  promised  in  his  despatches),  and  a  new  election  and 
fair  play,  they  wotjid  have  gone  to  their  homes. 

They  were  told  (by  the  Tories  and  Governor  Head  I 
mean)  when  the  flag  of  truce  went  out,  that  this  would  not 
be  granted  to  them. 
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It  will  1)0  udtnitttMl  l>y  mo,  and  all  fair  men  admit,  tl>afc 
Dr.  Egerton  Rycrson  was  an  eminent  educationist  and  laid 
(after  the  struggles  of  the  Reformers  in  Parliament)  the 
foundation  of  the  educational  system  of  Upper  Canada. 

The  sons  of  this  aged  father  of  the  Revolutionary  days 
are  all  departed  from  this  world,  and  charity  might  well 
cast  its  shadow  over  all  results;  but  truth  must  prevail  in  his- 
t">ry  although  the  heavens  fall,  as  the  adage  in  Tjatin  says. 

LAND  GRANTS   OF   OLD    IN    CANADA. 

The  Township  of  Yarmouth,  the  best  in  Unner  Canada, 
was  either  given  away  or  sold  for  a  triflf  jO  the  Baby 
famil^',  whose  members  were  always  the  tools  and  favorites 
of  the  Family  Compact.  Some  of  their  names  are  seen  in 
the  Legislative  Council,  sometimes  as  office-holders,  in  all 
the  early  records  of  Upper  Canada. 

It  is  said  that  this  township  ultimately  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  Canada  Company  for  a  trifle.  Col.  Talbot's  bio- 
grapher, Mr.  Ermatinger,  says  that  the  Colonel  wanted  the 
land,  but  found  it  was  disposed  of.  At  that  time  this  Com- 
pany had  acquired  a  million  acres  in  the  Huron  district 
for  one  shilling  an  acre,  as  spoken  of.  It  would  have  been 
better  to  have  given  it  to  Col.  Talbot,  who  really  was  set- 
tling the  country  with  good  settlers.  This  is  what  Mr. 
Ermatinger,  a  Tory  gentleman,  very  truly  asserts.  The 
Colonel,  apart  from  his  odd  ways,  was  perhaps  as  good  a 
settler  as  it  was  possible  to  have. 

Col.  Mahlon  Burwell,  a  favorite  of  Col.  Talbot,  was  a 
great  land  surveyor,  and  a  Family  Compact  Tory.  He 
brought  up  a  family,  two  of  whom  I  knew  well  in  early 
times  before  1830.  John,  a  wonderfully  jovial  man,  of 
Ancaster,  and  a  surveyor  named  Lewis  Burwell,  also  of 
Ancaster. 

You  will  see  how  the  Toronto  or  York  faction  honey- 
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combed  all   the  country  with   land  grantn,  whose  owners 
were  dyed-in-the-wool  Tories. 

Thus  the  country  was  enthralled  with  political  corrup- 
tion. Only  subserviency  to  the  York  faction  gave  the  entrde; 
and  this  subserviency  made  Col.  Burvvell  a  bulwark  for  the 
York  faction  at  all  times.  How  hard  it  was  to  be  a  manly, 
independent  man,  or  to  get  any  favors  except  at  the 
price  of  mean  truckling  to  the  woist  York  officials.  It  is 
cause  for  wonder  that  it  was  endured  so  long;  but  men 
hate  to  agitate  a  country,  and  will  often  rather  endure 
political  slavery. 

Mr.  Ermatinger  says  that  Col.  Talbot  superintended 
twenty-eight  townships  in  the  tracts  granted  to  him,  hav- 
ing in  1860,  150,000  inhabitants,  and  now  nearly  twice  that 
number.  These  townships  are  now  well  settled  with  thrifty 
farmers,  whose  forefathers  cut  down  the  forests  with  their 
axes.  Mr.  Ermatinger  says  Dr.  John  Rolph  was  a  "  smooth, 
oily-tongued  politician  ;  as  a  politician  he  sadly  disappointed 
the  expectations  of  his  wannest  friends — even  William 
Lyon  McKenzie  stigmatized  him  for  his  treachery  and 
cowardice ;  spoke  of  him  and  wrote  of  him  with  contempt. 
The  elevation  of  such  a  man  as  John  Rolph  is  a  lamentable 
proof  of  degrading  democracy.  McKenzie  held  him  up  as 
the  meanest  traitor  that  ever  disgraced  a  gibbet." 

This  is  in  substance  what  he  said.  He  also  says  he  de- 
ceived the  people,  and  tried  to  get  Col.  Talbot  to  marrj^  one 
of  his  sisters.  He  forgets  to  give  him  credit  for  any  good 
quality. 

His  brother,  George  Rolph,  of  Dundas,  was  a  brave 
officer  entrusted  with  despatches  from  General  Brock  from 
Detroit  to  York.  He  held  a  commission  as  a  lieutenant. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Rolph  in  1837, 
he  was,  as  were  also  his  brothers  and  his  whole  family, 
loyal  in  1812,  and  long  after.     Mr.  Ermatinger  is  too  severe 
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on  Dr.  llolpli.  It  is  only  Tuir  I'oi'  a  just  and  impartial 
liiatorian  to  tako  a  inore  j^'oneroiis  viow  oi'  tliis  able  man  , 
nil  tho  virtue  and  all  the  bravery  did  not  then,  as  it  doe» 
not  now,  belontjj  to  one  party  alone.  It  is  a  poor  way  of 
consolidating  a  country  to  make  one  lialf  of  its  population 
hate  tlie  otiier,  or  lie  under  the  ohar^c^  of  disloyalty. 

OUKAT  GUANTrf  OK  LAND  IN  EAllLV    DAYS  TO  CO.MPANIES    ANl> 

INDIVIDUALS  IN  CANADA. 

Ist.  To  Col.  Thomas  Talbot,  in  Elfrin. 

5,000  acres  were  granted  to  him  in  that  county,  in  tin? 
townsliips  of  Malahide  and  Dunwich,  as  a  ri^ht,  ho  bein^ 
a  held  officer  in  the  British  army — the  amount  usually  so 
granted. 

Then  I  have  uniler.slocjd  it  was  .lO.OOO  acres  were  also 
granted  to  him  upon  condition  that  he  would  settle  the 
lands  with  thrifty  and  proper  inuTiigrants. 

2nd.  The  Canada  Company  in  the  Huron  district. 

This  Company  acquired  a  million  acres  of  land  for  one 
shilling  an  acre  from  the  British  Government  Col. 
Vanegmond,  who  was  imprisoned  in  1837  in  the  low  cells 
of  the  gaol  in  Toronto,  and  died  in  the  hospital  from  ill- 
usage,  told  the  Committee  of  the  L'3gislature  (then  Reform) 
in  1835  of  the  piivileges  the  Company  enjo3'ed ;  although 
they  got  their  lands  for  almost  nothing,  still  they  were 
allowed  to  deduct  the  price  of  opening  up  new  roads. 

3rd.  Col.  Charles  Ingersoll  was  granted  the  township  of 
Oxford  upon  the  terms  simply  of  settling  it  with  thrifty 
J>ritish  immigrants,  with  which  he  did  not  comply. 

4th.  A  person  named  Daton  was  offered  the  township  of 
Burford  upon  the  same  terms,  but  declined  to  take  it. 

A  person  named  Sales  was  offered  a  grant  of  the  town- 
ship of  Townsend  in  Norfolk  County,  but  declined  to 
take  it. 
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Tlieai'  iiKMi  suMMin  .1  to  tliiiik  land  worthlosH — w »'••«•  too 
lazy  to  look  .•ihend  For  bt'tter  tiiues. 

Another  naiiiud  Baby  tho  wliolo  ol"  the  township  of  Yar- 
mouth, which  he  Forleited,  and  the  Canada  Company  got 
it  for  a  trille. 

Tho  township  of  Nichol  was  ^iven  to  Col.  Thomas  Clark, 
of  the  great  land  ant!  money  Hrni  of  Street  and  Clark,  of 
Niaj^ara  Falls.  Stivet  was  a  lioston  Yankt.-e  immigrant, 
and  had  ail  the  fast  young  gentlemen  of  the  Niagara 
district  in  his  debt,  and  charged  them  enormous  interest. 
In  hia  latter  (.lays  he  was  known  to  he  a  very  fast  living 
man. 

To  the  Dicksons,  or  their  f;tther,  of  Niagara,  the  town- 
ship of  Dund'riea  was  granted  for  a  mere  nominal  sum 
The.se  last  grants  were  from  the  upper  and  best  lands  of 
the  Six  iNation  Indian  Ktserves,  before  alluded  to.  I  .sup- 
pose the  money  paid  by  them  was  part  of  tie  invested 
monies,  the  Indian  Trust  Funds,  out  of  which  the  Indiana 
receive  presents. 

All  over  the  country  the  favorite  way  of  buying  the  sup- 
port of  partisan  Covernment  tools  was  by  granting  them 
lands  on  nominal  or  easy  terms,  as  in  the  cases  of  Clark, 
Dickson,  Ingersoll  and  Talbot,  creating  a  colonial  depend- 
ent land  aristocracy.  For  tliis  they  would  and  did  support 
a  Toronto  faction  in  all  their  wrongdoings.  Hence  the 
persecution  of  Gonrlay  and  McKenzie,  and  hence  the  re- 
bellion of  1837.  Yet  Mr.  Ermatinger  condemns  men  for 
opposing  such  a  system. 

The  life  and  actions  of  Col.  Talbot  are,  taken  from  his 
standpoint,  as  a  well-educated  member  of  a  highbred  anci- 
ent family,  very  praiseworthy.  He  is  not  to  be  condemned 
for  his  Tory  opinions,  for  such  were  those  of  his  ancestors, 
and  his  military  education  tended  to  strengthen  them,  al- 
though a  military  man  should  not  necessarily  be  confirmed 
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in  that  tliivtition,  but  tht;  aiiHtocnicy,  iiicii  and  woinoii,  t'roiii 
wliom  lio  sprang  wore  a  corrupt  s»it. 

What  I  iiicMii  by  an  ol«i-l'aslnont'<l  'lory  is  a  porHoii  who 
haH  a  cranipLMl  and  narrow  viow  t>l*  the  loyalty  of  otherH, 
an  unpatriotic  view,  prejudiced  M«»;aiust  a  man  because  he  dif- 
I'ers  in  political  sentiuieuts  Ironi  him.  Such  waH  the  general 
character  of  the  old  Family  C/ompact  Tories,  men  like  Robin- 
son, iJoues  and  Hagerman.  Sucli  wt^re  a  certain  part,  but 
only  a  part,  of  the  U.  E.  Loyalibts  who  came  to  the  British 
Provinces  before  1788.  When  they  saw  others  come  froni 
the  United  States  after  1783  they  meanly  passed  the  Alien 
Act,  which  for  a  melioration  caused  a  ^reat  political  uproar 
in  Canada  West.  Robert  Randall,  as  1  have  said,  carried 
over  an  immense  petition  to  have  it  repealed.  It  was,  like 
the  Cleri^y  Reserves,  a  subject  of  political  agitation  for 
many  years.  Under  this  act  some  of  the  best  men  iu 
Upper  Canada  were  placed  undei"  a  political  ban.  Caleb 
Hopkins  family,  who  came  from  North  ( \iroIina,  where  his 
parents,  on  account  of  their  loyalty  in  or  prior  to  1780,  had 
lost  their  property,  and  had  hence  tied  to  Canada,  was  one 
of  these  ;  and  thousands  like  him  were  not  con-sidered  loyal 
Tories,  such  as  the  Robinsons  and  Joneses,  whose  an- 
cestors He<l  to  Nova  Scotia  or  New  Brunswick  prior  to 
1782,  thence  to  Upper  Canada.  The  Robin,sous,  I  think, 
came  originally  from  Virtjinia. 

What  right  had  such  men  to  call  Mr.  Gourlay  a  rebel  ? 
He  was  a  British  citizen,  more  loyal  to  Enijfland  than  they 
were.  Such  Toryism  as  these  men  showed  is  simply  de- 
testable.    We  have  a  little  of  it  now. 

I  was  talking  to  a  Judge  Boyd,  who  is  a  strong  Tory,  a 
few  days  ago  about  the  old  Family  Compact,  and  told  him 
I  intended  to  speak  the  truth  about  them  in  this  book. 
"  Oh,"  he  replied,  "  they  are  all  dead.  Who  knows  where 
they  are  now  ? "  His  father  was  an  English  gentleman 
who  came  here  about  1832. 
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His  a8«ertion,  aithouj(l»  not  strictly  true,  iH  substantially 
HO.  God  huH  stricken  this  old  faction  with  aimihilation  in 
a  very  marked  dcj^reo. 

My  words  show  that  Col.  Talbot  never  came  to  Toronto, 
or  York,  except  on  one  occasion,  to  interfere  for  the  Com- 
pact. Yet  his  name  was  always  down  as  a  Legislative  Coun- 
cillor, He  lived  in  his  woods  and  forests,  and  was  very 
punctual  in  paying  the  (Jovernuient  all  he  owed  them.  It 
is  said  that  he  was  at  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane,  and  was 
of  much  assistance  with  his  militia.  I  suppose  he  was  also 
at  Detroit,  as  Mr.  llyerson  and  Georfje  Rolph  were.  He 
died  at  an  advanced  ajSfe,on  the  Cth  of  February,  1853.  Mr. 
Ermatinger's  biography  is  very  tlattering  to  him,  but  pro- 
'bably  not  too  much  so,  if  the  state  of  Canada  of  old  be 
taken  into  consideration.  Had  the  York  Qovennnent,  how- 
ever, adopted  a  proper  land  policy,  a  free  grant  policy,  and 
admitted  American  settlers,  much  of  the  backwardness  of 
the  Talbot  settlement,  as  well  as  of  all  Western  Canada* 
would  have  been  avoided.  When  the  Americans,  under 
Harrison,  conquered  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames  River,  a 
portion  of  them  went  to  the  Talbot  Settlement  and  took 
the  settlement,  and  robbed  it  so  far  as  they  could,  and  this 
incident  took  place. 

Old  Colonel  Talbot,  although  the  chief  man  and  an  oflScer, 
too,  they  didn't  know,  and  he  and  his  friends  had  no  idea  of 
having  him  carried  away.  The  Indians  saw  him  going  out 
of  his  back  door  secretly,  and  asked  Mr.  Patterson,  "  Who 
dat  man  ?  Who  go  dere  i  "  levelling  their  rifles  at  him. 
"  Oh,"  said  Mr.  Patterson,  "  he  keep  the  sheep — poor  man  ; 
no  officer."  Down  went  the  rifles,  but  again,  having  sus- 
picions, they  raised  their  rifles  to  shoot.  Some  of  them 
said :  "  Don't  shoot  that  poor  man.  He  keeps  the  sheep." 
So  he  escaped  into  the  woods,  although  the  biggest  man, 
Mr.  Ermatinger,  speaks  of  this  in  his  book  of  Colonel  Tal- 
bot's life. 
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Thf  Britislj,  in  tin;  winl.T  of  ISI.'MI,  after  tlio  l.attlr  of 
Stony  Cn'oU,  C(»inpi'IltMl  thr  AiruTicanH  (o  evucuato  the 
whole  Cjuiadijin  frontier,  imd  tiu'y  only  oceupii'd  l\)vt 
Nin^ani,  liavin;,'  huriit  the  town  of  Nia;^arrt  and  left  tlio 
people  hoMieloss  in  the  winter.  A  [)arty  of  liritiHhers,  500 
Htron^',  nnder  Col.  Murray,  I  tiiijd<,  crossed  over  to  l^ort 
Niiv^arn,  slyly, and  approached  the  fort  siltMitly,  hayoniited 
the  sentries  on  guard,  and,  as  they  entered  the  fort,  a  Jolly 
mi  of  orticers,  huij^hinfj,  wore  playin^,'  whist.  One  of  them 
cried   out,  "  IJentlenien,    what  s  trumps  ?" 

The  I^iitish  tronj^s  rushed  forwaid,  and  the  oflicers  re- 
torted in  till'  loudest  tones: 

"  British  bayonets  ! '  and,  rushinj(  on,  took  the  garrison, 
cannon,  arms,  piovisions  and  all,  pri.soners. 

The  British  followed  up  their  victt)ry,  went  up  the  river, 
burnt  all  the  villages  and  the  then  little  town  of  liuffalo, 
returninijf  in  trium])h. 

So  the  cruelty  of  burning  Niagara  was  revenged.  Alas  ! 
that  men  are  obliged  to  in  war,  or  will  avenge  all  such 
wrongs ! 

(iHNl'.llAL    PllOCTOlt    IN   THE   WEhT 

Acted  a  cowardly  part  towards  the  poor  Indians.  He 
might  have  done  better ;  should  have  chosen  at  Moravian- 
town  a  better  position,  ot*  none  at  all,  and  retreated  into 
the  dense  forests,  where  tlie  Indians  could  have  escaped  or 
fought  better.  He  left  only  one  company  to  help  Tecum- 
seh,  suffered  him  to  do  all  the  fighting,  to  be  killed  by  Ken- 
tuckians,  he  escaping  east  to  Burlington.  He  was  court- 
martialed  and  condemned.  Col.  Talbot  sat  on  the  court 
martial.  * 
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ant  on  the  corner  ol'  Yon(j;e  ami  Kini;  Streets,  in  one  of 
Lardnoi'  Bostwick's  houses,  cil'terwards  in  u  cliequered  store, 
where  the  Bank  of  Quebec  now  stands,  formerly  occupied  by 
Messrs.  Rutherford  tfc^  Whittemore.  Man}"  years  ago  Mr. 
John  G.  Parker  had  been  a  merchant  in  Kingston.  R.  A. 
Barker  had  invited  me  and  a  small  company  to  take  a 
sleigh  ride,  and  I  was  to  be  a  companion  in  it  of  Miss  Bost 
wick.  We  met  there  and  at  once  loved,  although  there  wha 
a  little  delay  in  our  marriage.  How  strangely  our  fates  are 
shaped.  I  impute  mine  to  a  guardian  angel  that  seemingly 
has  been  my  life  guide.  Are  they  not  sent,  these  invisible 
friends,  to  be  our  aids  in  life  ^  Never  on  earth  did  two 
love  better  than  this  dear  woman  and  I.  Although  we  are 
parted  for  a  time  on  earth,  we  will  meet  again  in  some 
future  life.  But  to  resume.  Upon  our  return  from  this  pleas- 
ant trip  we  continued  the  loved  acquaintance.  This  is  a 
delicate  matter  to  refer  to,  yet  it  is  part  of  my  life,  the 
most  important  and  blessed,  only  interrupted  by  the  rebel- 
lion and  our  persecuting  enemies. 

A    MEMORANDUM   MADE    IX    18;^>(). 

On  the  8th  day  of  April,  18oG,  I  made  an  acrostic  in 
poetry  and  sent  it  to  my  intended  wife,  Miss  Sarah 
Bostwick.  I  omit  giving  the  lines,  but  have  them  among 
my  sacred  things. 

In  May,  as  said  below,  after  giving  the  present,  poetry  and 
several  interviews,  she  suddenly  vanished.  For  a  long  time 
1  feared  she  did  not  reciprocate  my  love.  She  v*^as  much 
attached  to  her  mother,  who  lived  in  Toronto,  and  wanted 
to  act  only  with  her  consent,  which  is  what  all  good  girls 
should  do;  but  love  is  not  to  be  thwarted  by  locks  or  bars, 
and  I  was  infatuated,  and  so  was  she  secretly.  In  May,  she, 
unknown  to  me,  left  for  Toronto  to  stay  with  her  mother. 
A  terrible  feeling  came  over  me.     '  Am  I  forsaken,'  said  I, 
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'  by  that  aiigol  girl  ?  '  Those  wlio  fancy  love  is  a  myth 
may  smile;  lot  them  foel  it  if  their  soul  is  capable  of 
entertaining  so  holy  a  passion.  Mine  was  no  fancy,  and 
fjo  it  was  I'rom  above  1  Some  men  and  women  in  this 
world  are  made  of  very  cold  stnfF.  We  were  not.  I  wrote 
many,  many  stanzas  about  her  who  was  gone  (the  above 
must  suffice  for  this  chapter),  until  we  were  engaged,  A 
strange  accident :  was  it  fate  or  my  guardian  angel's  guid- 
ing ?  A  guardian  angel  I've  always  had.  1  said  so  in  the 
beginning  of  this  book,  which  will  be  made  clearer  before 
it  ends. 

This  strange  memorandum  appears  in  a  book  I  have : 
"  Hamilton,  9tli  Sept.,  1836."  I  had  written  a  desponding 
farewell  in  })oetry  about  her  after  she  left  Hamilton  in 
May,  fearing  she  did  not  love  me.  In  June  following  I  wrote 
a.  letter  to  her  to  Toronto,  which  she  got  from  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Bostwick.  She  wanted  to  answer  it  favourably,  for 
she  secretlv  loved  me.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Bostwick,  was 
in  religion  a  Quakeress,  and  cautious  and  prudent.  She  told 
her  daughter,  "  ])on't  answer  it :  if  he  loves  you  he  cannot 
remain  away  although  it  be  not  answered.  Test  his  devo- 
tion to  you ;  he  will  come  and  see  you.'  So  true  it  was, 
my  absence  from  her  being  unendurable. 

^0  this  memorandum  appears  in  my  writing  seared  with 
CO  years  of  aged  writing  : 

"  On  Monday,  29th  of  August  last,  little  did  I  think  that 
a  happiness  I  so  coveted  would  finally  be  crowned  with 
success.  On  this  day  I  left  Hamilton  for  Buffalo,  as  I 
supposed,  on  the  steamer  "  Williai„  the  Fourth,"  by 
way  of  Niagara  and  Toronto,  and  little  dreampt  I  would 
miss  the  steamer  and  go  down  on  the  Hamilton  boat 
to  Toronto  ;  but  so  I  did.  There  stopping  over  night. 
I  arose,  next  morning,  and,  as  if  by  fate,  my  feet  wan- 
dered  up   Yonge   Street,   induced  by   what  I  knew  not, 
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thinking  I  would  try  and  see  her  I  loved.  I  met  her  fuce 
to  face  as  she  opened  the  hall  door,  and  greeted  me  with  a 
eweet  smile,  neatly  dressed  in  a  (summer  white)  muslin 
dress.  I  perceived  the  two  months  since  my  letter  wan 
written  had  made  a  great  impression  on  her  feelings.  My. 
feelings  were  a  little  blunted,  but  her  sight  revived  them 
at  once,  and  were  brightened  up  beneath  the  loveliness  of 
her  eyes.  Before  I  had  been  in  the  house  two  hours  she 
granted  me — what  ?  Her  lovely  hand  forever.  This  was  on 
the  30th  of  August,  1836.  I  then  went  to  Buttalo,  as  I  had 
intended,  returned  to  Toronto,  and  stayed  over  Sunday,  the 
4th  September,  with  her."  Oh,  what  a  precious  memory 
this  is  of  the  past  to  one  who  so  loved  her! 

Now,  at  tne  distance  of  nearly  60  years,  since  last  Aug- 
ust, how  changed  the  appearance  of  Toronto  and  Youge 
Street  is.  Where  the  Salvation  Army  building  stands 
there  stood  great  willow  trees  and  a  house  among  them, 
occupied  once  by,  I  believe,  Mrs.  Mewbigging,  wliom,  if  I 
mistake  not,  C.  A.  Hagarman  married.  From  that  the 
land  was  lying  in  open,  cultivated  fields  A  house  stood 
in  the  field  occupied  by  a  man  named  Richards,  just  up 
Gerrard  Street  a  short  distance.  There  may  have  been  a 
house  where  Jonathan  Scott  lived.  Then  all  was  vacant 
until  we  came  to  old  Mr.  Sharpe's  house,  the  shoemaker. 
Captain  Elmsley  had  a  house  some  distance  inward  on  St. 
Joseph  Street.  Then  all  was  woods,  until  at  the  corner  of 
Charles  Street  where  an  old  wooden  inn  stood,  which  old 
inn  was  there  afterwards  for  fifty  years. 

Then  Mrs.  Widow  Bostwick's  newly-erected  roughcast 
house  stood  among  trees,  where  I  met  the  beloved  woman 
who  was  to  be  my  wife  in  all  my  future  troubles,  as 
Aforesaid.  The  whole  city  was  just  as  primitive.  York- 
ville  was  in  the  country,  Bloor  Street  East  and  West  all 
wooded  land,  except  Mr.  Bloor's  house,  eastward. 
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A  burying-ground  called  the  "  Potter's  field  "  occupied 
haif-a-mile  of  land  along  north  side  of  Bloor  Street  near 
to  Canon  Jones'  church. 

In  the  holidays  of  1836,  after  this  event  of  August,  I 
drove  from  Hamilton  in  very  cold  weather,  forty  odd 
miles,  in  a  sleigh,  took  my  Christmas  dinner  with  Mrs. 
Widow  Bostwick,  and  afterwards  drove  with  Miss  Bost- 
wick  and  a  small  party  to  Duffin's  Creek,  twenty-two  miles, 
to  the  large  farm  home  of  Mr.  Reuben  A.  Parker,  dined 
there,  and  came  home  in  a  furious  storm  blowing  over  the 
Scaiboro  Heights.  So  furious  was  the  storm  that  I  feared 
we  would  perish,  I  and  my  dear  one.  The  great  hotel 
known  all  over  the  east  country,  then  kept  by  the  Gates 
family,  stood  half  way  between  Mr.  Parker's  and  Toronto. 
Here  we  warmed  ourselves  and  managed  to  weather  the 
terrible  storm,  and  arrived  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Bostwick 
again.  The  next  day,  one  of  tlie  coldest  I  ever  knew, 
I  drove  40  miles  through  the  snow  to  Hamilton  again. 
I  have  driven  many  times  in  sleighs  through  all  parts  of 
the  counties  about  Toronto  and  Hamilton  in  the  stormiest 
weather  since  those  days,  amidst  furious,  drifting  storms, 
when  the  snow  birds  (like  the  stormy  petrel  of  the  oceans) 
seemed  to  delight,  the  more  furious  the  storms  were,  in 
flying  before  my  horse. 

The  Bostwick  family  are  nearly  all  gone  from  Toronto 
now,  only  a  few  branches  collateral  to  it  remaining,  such  as 
Mr.  Barrett's,  my  own,  and  Mr.  Playfair'n.  Mrs. Bostwick,  the 
old  lady,  was  connected  with  the  largest  families  of  Cana- 
da, the  Hills  of  Niagara,  originally  all  Quakers ;  and  her 
husband,  Lardner  Bostwick,  was  also  of  a  Quaker  family 
of  Niagara,  originally  connected  with  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Lardner,  of  England,  an  historian  and  philosopher.  The 
Hills,  the  Bradshaws,  the  latter  descended  from  Judge 
Bradshaw,  of   Cromwell's    days,  and    Lardner  Bostwick, 
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came  to  Canada  from  Peniis^dvania  about  tlie  year  1782, 
and  were  within  the  infamous  alien  hiw  enacted  l)y  the 
Old  Family  Compact  to  keep  out  the  best  settlers  of 
Canada  in  old  times,  orimnntino-  with  the  foolish  hatred 
of  ultra  loyalists,  causinj^  in  the  early  days  of  this  cen- 
tury much  political  trouble  in  Canada.  The  people  who 
HO  came  to  Canada  were  orijrrinally  Bi'itish  subjects,  and 
there  afterwards  helped  to  fij^ht  in  all  the  great  battles  of 
1(S12.  The  Hills  and  Bradshaws  fought  at  Lundy  s  Lane; 
Lardner  Bostwick  was  taken  prisoner  and  fought  the 
Americans  at  the  battle  of  York  in  1813.  Where  the 
great  stores  now  stand,  including  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railroad  Office  to  Walkc^r's  store,  running  down  Yonge 
Street  a  long  distance,  (an  acre  and  a  quarter),  the  ground 
in  1820  was  covered  with  a  beautiful  apple  and  plum 
orchard.  On  the  opposite  corner,  where  the  Dominion 
Bank  stands,  Bobert  Baldwin  lived  in  a  large  brick  house  in 
1830.  So  times  and  localities  change,  and  political  parties 
change,  yet  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  curse  of  our  great 
province  in  early  days  was  the  old  compact  faction.  We 
lived  for  many  years  (19)  in  much  happiness.  Our  for- 
tunes and  happiness  always  greatly  depend  upon  our 
marriages  in  this  world. 

Some  say,  "  Is  not  marriage  generally  a  failure  ?  "  I 
say  "  No,  but  the  reverse,  generallj'." 

God  gave  this  hol}^  sacrament  to  man  and  woman  as  a 
source  of  their  greatest  blessing.  No  two  ever  tried  to  keep 
it  more  sacred  than  I  and  this  dear  lady  in  her  and  my  life 
while  she  lived.  Cut  ofi',  as  she  was,  at  an  early  rge  (which 
event  will  be  hereafter  referred  to),  it  shows  life's  urcer- 
tsdnty. 

The  rebellion  and  my  innocent  implication  in  it  sepa- 
rated us  for  nearly  nine  months,  but  we  spent  many  happy 
years  afterwards  in  life,  and  had  many  children. 
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We  luul  much  correspondence  before  marriage,  wliich  (iid 
5i..t  take  place  until  1887,  a.  year  after  our  tirst  acquaint- 
ance. 

In  183(1  1  houglit  a  beautiful  homestead  in  lianiilton 
from  a  ji^entloman,  a  well-known  merchant  in  Hamilton, 
named  Russell  Prentiss,  known  thei-e  in  1832  to  1837.  He 
]iad  been  a  very  successful  merchant,  and  was  a  particular 
friend  of  mine.  It  was  part  of  the  olA  David  Springer 
estate,  the  oldest  in  Hamilton,  near  tlie  old  Methodist 
Church,  Wellington  Street.  Tliis  pro[)erty  liad  a  large  or- 
chard on  it,  and  was  in  every  way  an  eligible  home,  and 
would  have  been  to  us  in  future  life  a  very  happy  one 
if  not  deprived  of  it.  It  will  be  .seen  afterw.'U'ds  what  wa.s 
done  with  it. 

Hnt  I  must  return  to  my  courtship  and  marriage.  Speak- 
i)ig  for  a  moment  of  Mr.  Russell  Prenti.^s,  I  .say  he  saw  me 
at  Chicago  in  1840.  He  stayed  there  a  short  time,  and 
settled  in  St.  Loui.s,  where  he  bought  land  and  finally  mar- 
ried. He  met  witli  his  death  shortly  after  in  a  tire  acci- 
dent, at  an  early  age.  Tlow  uncertain  this  life  is  ;  how 
full  of  accidents  ! 

I  have  lived  since  my  return  from  Chicago  near  53  years 
in  Toronto,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  many 
dear  friends  (tli<i  greatest  of  which  was  my  second  dear 
wife),  have  been  greatly  blessed  by  God.  God  gives  us 
troubles  and  blessings  anil  we  must  abide  His  will. 

A  little  further  on  1  refer  to  my  journo}"  to  ser  Miss 
Ijostwick,  in  December,  183G,  after  our  meeting  to  be  en- 
gaged in  August  before,  and  will  now  refer  to  our  mar- 
riage. But  to  give  variety  to  my  book  I  intermingle 
remarks  and  poetry.  Love  has  interludes.  .  .  .  True 
]ove   never  runs  entirely  smooth. 

I  will  also  give  Robert  Burns'  idea  of  love  in  a  future 
place. 
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My  marriage  with  Miss  Kostwick  took  place  on  the  28tl) 
flay  of  April,  1837,  about  seven  months  before  the  unhappy 
rebellion  of  Mr.  McKenzie,  in  1837,  and  we  lived  in  tho 
TnoHi  comfortable  manner  all  that  time,  not  suspecting  any 
evil  would  befall  us ;  sacredly  discharging  all  the  duties  of 
married  life,  with  every  comfort  of  life.  We  all,  unfortun- 
ately, have  our  enemies,  and  I  had  some  very  bitter  ones  in 
Hamilton,  simply  because  I  was  faithfully  doing  my  duty 
to  my  country  in  advocating,  what  we  now  luckily  have,  a 
responsible  system  of  government.  None  of  us,  the  most 
extreme,  ever  thought  of  going  the  length  in  reforms  that 
now  even  the  tories  go,  in  those  days  of  the  horrid  sys- 
tem of  the  compact  rule. 

We,  as  a  couple  pledged  to  marry,  were  happy,  and  we 
wore  happy,  the  happiest  of  the  happy,  in  all  our  life  sym- 
pathies ;  with  us  home  was  our  heaven  to  each  other ;  her 
presence,  my  life — mine,  hers  ! 

These  verses  express  more  fully  what  I  mean  : — 


WHERE  IS  HOarE  I 


Where  is  home  ? 
Is  it  whore  stately  mansions  rise 
With  dazzling  splendor  towards  the  skies, 
The  poor  man's  dream — the  rich  man's  prize  / 

Where  is  home  ? 
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Where  is  home  ? 
Is  it  in  the  cabin  rude  and  cold, 
Where  wind  blows  in  through  rafters  e)ld, 
Where  want  hath  trod  with  footsteps  bold  ? 

Where  is  home  ! 

Where  is  home  ? 
What  matter  where  my  lot  may  fall, 
Since  storms  and  sunshine  come  to  all, 
In  lowly  hut  or  lofty  hall  I 

Where  is  home  'i 
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Where  is  home  ? 
1'hd  humblest  place  beueHth  the  skies, 
When  viewed  through  love's  devoted  oyos. 
F^dcomes  a  perfect  paradise  I 

This  is  home  I 

Whero  is  home  i 
'Tirt  whore  the  heart's  best  treasure  is. 
For  perfect  love  is  perfect  bliss, 
Dany  me  wealth,  but  give  me  this  ; 

Love  is  home  I 

Love  ia  homo  I 
Aud  when  our  earthly  loves  are  o'or, 
A.nd  earthly  mansions  are  no  more, 
Forever,  on  the  other  shore, 

Heaven  is  home  I 

—  Albiwy  Titv*. 

Oh,  that  we  all  in  wedded  life  realized  this !  But  wo 
must  not  forget,  and  1  and  my  dear,  loved  wife,  perhaps, 
in  this  erred  somewhat,  which  may  God  forgfive.  We 
must  love  God  even  more  than  we  love  each  other. 

If  God  will  forgive  anything  that  looks  like  earthly  sel- 
fishness, it  may  be  where  two  in  wedded  life  loved  as  I  and 
my  dear  wife  then  did.  Angels  will  look  on  such  lovo 
with  admiration.  But  who  can  help  to  love  our  Saviour, 
the  Lord  Jesus,  who  shed  His  blood  for  us,  and  washed  Hi  i 
disciples'  feet,  with  a  love  far  sui'passing  all  others. 

THE   LATK    LAUDNEIl    BOSTWICK, 

Father  of  my  first  wife,  died  in  1834  from  an  attack  of 
the  then  prevalent  cholera,  in  Toronto,  and  his  body  is 
buried  in  the  Necropolis  burying-ground.  He  commenced 
to  build  in  1833  the  first  residence  near  Bloor  Street,  Tor- 
onto, which  his  famil}'  after  his  death  finished.  It  waa 
for  many  years  the  residence  of  his  amiable  widow  and  her 
family  until  her  death.     Old  Mr.  Bloor  lived  a  quarter  of  a 
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mile  east  ol'  Yonf((3  Street  on  liNjor,  wliieli  was  rmined  alter 
him,  ami  the  oM  "  lied  Lion  Inn  "  was  there,  Imt  few  other 
houses. 

Mr.  l')OHtwick  was  one  oi*  tli<'  lirst  City  Council  in  I'iy-t. 
and  was  lon^  known  as  one  of  the  most  energetic  men  of 
Toronto  ;  a  close  fi"irn<l  of  the  eelehrated  Jesse  Ketchum, 
wiiose  munificence  to  city  schools,  churches,  BiMe  classes 
and  religious  objects  is  felt  and  talked  over  now  in  our 
city.  His  gifts  of  1820,  before  and  since,  are  well  known. 
Hlessed  are  the  dead  who  have  y)erformed  their  duty  in 
their  davs,  and  the  odor  of  tlieir  rii>'hteous  works  will  last 
forever.  Sweet  are  the  memories  of  the  just !  llert;  I 
mioht  say,  going  into  other  subjects  at  this  time,  in  1  S36 
my  eldest  brother,  James  Durand,  junior — the  great  iner- 
chant  of  Dundas  in  1S28  to  1835,  before  spoken  of — was  a 
member  of  the  Upper  Canada  Legislature,  with  the  cele- 
brated Caleb  Hopkins  of  Nelson  Township,  in  Halton,  as  a 
coadjutor  and  had  succeeded  in  the  previous  election  in  de- 
feating James  Crooks  of  HaH.on,  and  AV^salom  Shade  of 
(Jalt,  two  lories.  I  acted  as  the  legal  Counsel  for  my 
Ijrother  and  Hopkins  at  this  election,  for  a  week,  during 
which  the  elections  in  those  days  were  held.  Many  hard 
knocks  and  fights  at  the  polls  Reformers  then  had  to  endure. 
The  people  can  now  go  peacealily  to  the  polling  booths — 
whicli  are  so  numerous.  Struggling  Reformers  recently, 
with  assisting  Conservatives,  have  effected  great  improve- 
ments in  election  laws. 

Let  no  one  think  that,  from  these  remarks,  I  am  a  pre- 
judiced politician.  I  have  as  mnny,  perhaps  more,  friends 
among  the  now  Conservatives  (who  love  this  great  Domin- 
ion, apart  from  partizan  poHt  rs)  than  among  the  so-called 
Radicals.  Blind  partisanship  is  not  my  creed;  I  am  fjiii* 
among  all  parties  ;  and  now,  as  in  1837,  my  motto  was  and 
is,  "  Canada  first,  Canada  last  and  forever."     If  I  v.'as  perse- 
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cuted  in  uS,S(j-7,  aa  I  was,  or  since  l»y  any  Canjuliaii  Tciy 
who  now  lies  in  body  under  the  cold  ground  in  cometeries 
in  Toronto  ov  ilaniilton,  charity  requires  me  to  say  : 
"  Brotlier  ('anadians,  departed,  I  deplore  your  iiatred  and 
bigotry  of  old.  Vou  are  in  God's  liands.  He  is  your 
Judge.  Your  terrible  wrongs  towards  me  and  others  mudt 
be  judged  of  by  Him."  Oh  what  a  blessed  thing  it  is  to  le 
charitable  !  We  have  Jesus  for  our  example,  who,  when 
the  iron  spikes  were  being  driven  into  His  blesse<l  feet 
and  hands  cried  out  in  His  agony,  "  Father,  forgive  tlietn, 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  Wrongs  and  misery 
are  past;  but  let  those  who  did  them,  if  alive,  hang 
their  heads  in  shame  ;  if  departed  to  the  realm  of  forget- 
fulness,  receive  that  judgment  wliich  CJod  deems  just. 
Should  their  wickedness  be  kept  from  exposure  or  the 
wicked  not  be  remembered,  even  in  the  cold  grave  ■  He 
is  no  friend  of  God  or  man  who  covers  up  the  deods, 
past  or  present,  of  the  wicked.  "  Nil  nisi  bonum  de  "^nor- 
lais"  is  all  well  to  say,  but  there  is  another  thini^-  to  say, 
"  Bonis  iic.uit,  qidsquis  pepercerit  malis."  Let  nothing  be 
said  of  the  dead  that  is  unjust ;  yet  injure  not  the  living 
by  concealing  the  works  of  the  wicked  departed  !  The  past 
is  God's,  as  is  the  present.  Cursed  are  the  wicked  who  dis- 
part in  nnrepented  sins  ;  blessf**!  are  the  good  whose  right- 
eous works  follow  them  ! 

Who  is  to  repair  the  wrong.s — the  tyranny  of  such  men 
as  Christopher  Hagerman  and  others  in  Toi-onto,  or  of 
Allan  N.  IMcNab  ?     Can  their  children  do  it  ? 

Blessed  ln'  (Jod  in  whum  we  trust.  He  will  reward  c-r 
punish  as  we  deserve. 

THE   GREAT    BOOK    OF    LI  IE    Wil.L    l!K    OPENED. 


*'  And  I  saw  the  dead,  sinall  and  ureat,  stand  before  God  ;  and  the- 
books  were  opened,  and  another  bo  k  was  opened  which  is  the  book 
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of  life,  .mil  tlio  cloud  weiu  judged  out  of  those  things  which  were  written 
in  the  bookH,  according  to  their  works." — Book  of  UevelHtionH,  20th 
chap.,  r2th  \urse. 

This  i.s  only  ju.st,  and  an  awful  trial  if  true.  Shall  the 
"vvickcfl  sleep  forever  in  their  evil  works  ?  Yes,  I  hoar  the 
unbelievers  say.  Even  if  it  were  so,  who  would  want  to 
I'ear    before    men    the   stigma — tlie    infamy    r  Nero, 

ffcrod,  Jezebel,  Napoleon,  Blood}'  Mar}',  Mary  Medici, 
the  authors  of  the  LKjuiaition,  Hor«>ia,  held  with  others  in 
<ieto8tation  forever  and  forever  by  man  ? 

No!  let  men  do  their  duty,  have  mercy,  and  show  it, 
nut  actin|4  as  many  did  in  Toronto  and  Montreal,  monsters 
of  cruelty. 

I  have  spokeji  of  my  courtship,  now  in  a  future  chapter, 
after  detailing-  the  cruelty  of  the  j^aols  of  Upper  (^anada, 
.11}  marriage  will  be  also  alluded  to,  in  April,  1837,  when 
many  friends  were  present,  among  them  Mr.  Bidwell.  Only 
two  besides  myself  are  now  alive  who  were  present  at  that 
wedding.  Sixty  years  seem  to  sweep  oil' the  earth  mo.st  of 
the  then  existing  adult  race. 

The  thought  would  be  unusually  melancholy  if  we  were 
not  to  live  in  a  future  state  ;  but  most  of  us  believe  that  we 
will,  and  everv  one  is  anxious  to  do  so. 

INK    CHAUA<JIKi:    AND    W|{(  »X(;S  OK  WILLI  AM  LYON   McKENZIE. 

The  Advocate,  a  paper  published  by  William  Lyon  Mc- 
Kenzie  in  York,  had  been  speaking  very  .strongly  of  the 
abuses  of  the  family  compact  since  1826.  He  had  com- 
]>lained  of  the  arrogance  of  this  faction,  whose  tools  and 
office-appointed  minions  dominated  the  whole  province  ;  and 
what  he  said  was  true.  But  bad  men  do  not  like  to  hear 
the  truth  :  they  like  to  be  let  alone.  You  cannot  attack  a 
hornets' nest  and  be  unstung;  the  insects  will  come  out  and 
furiously  surround  you. 
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This  cli(|U«  of  politioal  land  un<i  dllice  roblKir.s  hiul  hnMi 
^rowinj*'  I'at  and  fatter  Ksince  the  war  ^A'  1S12,  and  many 
because  they  had  fuu<;ht  bravely  in  that  war  tliouffht  that 
they  did  ri^ht  in  nionopoli/in^  everythinj^  in  tlie  countiy. 

On  the  .Sth  of  .lune,  1827,  the  Hrst  illegal  attack  was 
made  on  McKenzie  and  hisHo-called  vigorous  press.  Those 
who  condemned  the  risintf  on  \'ony:e  Street  in  1837.  hv 
Reformers,  were  willing  to  use  lynch  law  against  any  one 
who  ott'ended  them.  So  on  that  day  tlie  door  of  his  print- 
ing-otKce,  then  near  our  now  market-place,  was  violently 
broken  open  and  tlie  type  and  presses  were  seize*!  by  many 
a  well-known  young  Tory  upstnrt  (urged  on  no  doubt 
secretly  by  their  otHcial  fathers),  who  ultimately,  it  seems, 
paid  the  tines  inflicted  on  their  sons  !  Among  this  class  of 
property-lynchers  was  Henry  Sherwood,  the  blustering 
Solicitor-Cieneral  of  after  days,  the  son  of  L.  P.  Sherwood, 
a  Family  Compact  judge  of  the  time,  and  many  others 
also  connected  with  the  Compact  families.  Notwith- 
standing this  infamous  act,  and  others  too  numerous  to 
mention,  it  is  maintained  that  the  people  should  have  tame- 
ly submitted  to  Tory  domination  for  generations  to  come  ; 
and  they  did  submit  for  ten  years  after. 

At  the  time  of  this  outrage,  Mr.  Lindsay  says  in  his  Life 
of  McKenzie  that  the  latter  was  in  the  United  States  on 
business  of  his  own  or  driven  away  by  his  enemies,  who 
were  pressing  him  for  debts  in  courts,  that  were  all  favour- 
able to  the  Family  Compact.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  makes 
no  difference  why  he  was  away,  but  aggravates  the  out- 
rage, if  he  was  so  driven  away  by  persecution. 

MisB  Fitzgibbon  has  published  a  history  of  the  life  of  her 
grandfather,  the  late  Col.  Fitzgibbon,  who  was  so  active 
and  brave  in  the  war  of  1812  in  opposing  the  American  in- 
vasions of  Canada,  and  whose  brave  conduct  deserves  much 
praise.    In  regard  to  this  outrage,  she  says  the  Colonel  dis- 
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played  |;roat  activity  in  hrin^'iii^  tho  aiitliors  of  this  jrivAt 
hreacli  ol'  the  law  to  justice.  He  was  a  niapfistrato  and  it 
■Dvas  luH  duty  to  do  so.  The  authonvsH  p^ives  him  j^roat 
credit  lor  doin^  so,  hut  spoils  it  l>y  saying  that  when  the 
trial  was  over  and  tho  lawbreakers  had  hcen  fined,  ho  iui- 
rnodiately  displayefl  an  e([ual  /.eal  in  eanvassin*^  tho  younq; 
rascals'  iViends  (the  olheiais  eirufly)  Tor  money  to  pay  their 
huea,  in  which  he  suceeeded  admirahly.  It  was  tohi'^  credit 
to  ^et  them  tinetl,  hut  could  not  he  e(pially  so  to  let  the  young; 
iawhreakers  out  of  the  ditlieulty  ])y  paying  their  Hues  in  this 
i/ianner.  Does  it  not  implicate  the  whole  set  of  oliice-hold- 
ers  (of  the  compact),  for  whose  benefit  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted ?  He  was  an  ortice  holder.  Is  this  the  wa}'^  l^ritish 
justice  should  be  aihninistered  !*  No,  it  was  a  direct  en- 
couragement of  a  second  breach  of  the  law,  a  repetition  of 
it.  It  is  a  shame  to  see  anyone  reasoning  as  she  does,  and 
Indicates  little  knowledge  of  strict  duty  to  society,  or  regard 
for  high  duty  or  for  religion.  For  if  this  is  good  law,  if 
this  is  morality,  anyone  is  justified  in  taking  the  law  into 
his  own  hands  and  assaulting  another,  so  long  as  he  has 
friends  who  will  pay  his  line  or  release  him  fi'om  gaol. 

If  McKenzie  had  laid  himself  open  to  be  punished  by 
law,  if  he  had  libelled  anyone,  why  was  he  not  punished 
by  law  ?  In  times  long  past  the  members  of  the  Family 
Compact  were  guilty  of  many  such  disgraceful  acts  as  this 
outrage.  The  clubbing  of  Mr.  McKenzie  at  night  in  Ham- 
ilton, in  1882,  by  Kerr  abu.sing  him  at  the  market  meeting 
in  Toronto  the  same  year,  and  going  with  a  mob  to  tear 
his  house  down  after  his  pardon  in  1849,  or,  under  Sheriff 
William  B.  Jarvis,  a  keeper  of  the  peace,  to  the  Golden 
Lion,  in  1840,  and  clubbing  the  farmers  assembled  there  in 
A  lawful  meeting  for  the  discussion  of  political  questions, 
come  under  this  category  and  must  be  placed  along  with 
the  burning  down  of  the  Parliament  Buildings  at  Montreal  in 
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lH4f^  by  sncli  rowtliort  us  Allan  N.  McXalili  nii<i  otlnTH  of 
like  or'miiiialir.N".  'I'lu*  last  was  dono  bocaiKse  L(»r<l  Klufin 
h:i<i  K'liictioix')!  w  liat  liis  iiuuist  .4  aiul  t)io  Purliiuiioiit  of 
the  c'dUiilry  hu-l  oiuictod  aw  In...  Jimt  hucIi  decd.s  u.s  thi.n 
Pi-eSN  ttutruiio  on  McKoiixic  hrouf'ht  on  tliu  rolicllion  ol' 
INN7.  '!'ho  Kamily  Coni|)ac't  know  no  law  l>ut  such  jvn 
favoivd  tlu'ir  own  interests.  I'lu'y  were  dete-stctl  hy  tlw 
})fO[))e.  and  tlu*ir  name  will  <»o  down  to  [)ostt'rity  a.s  in- 
fairi(»us.  anti-i'ritish  and  disloyal.  I^et  people  who  are 
called  })rave  be  keepers  of  the  law,  not  collectors  of  money 
to  lot  lawbreakers  out  of  prison. 

Miss  Fit/-;iibbon,  in  her  book,  the  life  of  her  uncle,  is 
very  fontl  of  decryino-  the  Reformers  of  1M86-7  as  "  Kadi- 
eals."  but  if  she  had  read  the  history  of  those  times  and 
those  of  189o-()  she  would  .see  that  we.  Conservatives  and 
Reformers,  liavc  become  more  Radical  twice  over  than  JVlc- 
Kenzie.  J)r.  Kolph,  and  others  did  in  iS.Sd. 

The  old  Kel'ormers  did  not  advocate  universal  suffrage, 
nor  levellinj^  all  things,  as  they  do  now.  ( )ur  Conserva- 
tives of  18f)ii  ij^o  fui'ther  than  even  the  Keformers  do. 

McKenzie  and  his  friends  did  not  act  as  our  politicians 
do  ;  he  was  moderate  compared  with  us.  Col.  Fitz^^dbbon 
way  quite  a  partisan,  always  in  favor  of  the  old  Tories, 
who  constantly  gave  him  othees.  In  the  expulsion  days  of 
McKen/ie  he  was  the  sergeant-at-arms,  and,  according  to 
Mr.  Lindsay's  "  Life  of  McKenzie,"  w^as  parti.san.  He  was 
also  so  on  man}'  occasions  after  that.  It  is  not  either  loyal 
or  proper  to  release  the  guilty  by  raising  money  to  pay 
theii  Uney,  as  was  done  by  the  brave  ( 'olonel. 

It  reminds  me  of  the  way  some  juries  have  brought  in 
verdicts  in  certain  dilemmas,  "  Not  guilt3^  but  don't  do 
it  again." 

This  outrage  of  destroying  a  press  in  open  day  in  a  pub- 
lic thoroughfare  in  Toronto  in  place  of  having  a  fine  in- 
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ilic'tt*!,  or  a  \<nlit!t  of  <l?iiiiu^<'.s  ^Iviiri,  hIiouI*!  Iiuve  be«ii 
jjuuIhIkmI  l>y  11  \(>n^^  iinpiisomiidiit.  il.  H.  lloltitiHon  waH  At- 
ioriicy-^(!i»('nil  then,  and  should  have  (il'  doiiiiL^  hiH  <luty) 
liud  the  youtif^  rioters  indicted  and  severely  punished. 

.Ind^^'  Willis,  I  tiiinU,  made  Honio  si'vero  oljservutions  on 
tlie  C(>ndnet  of  Mr.  Itohinson,  wliiefi  he  in  ecairt  resented. 
What  would  we  Hay  if  any  stit  of  rioteisin  open  day  forced 
tJK  doors  of  the  (ihtUii  or  Mtril  \i\\\[  threw  the  type  into  the 
HtreetH  i 

1  iiiij^lit  .say  heic  that  (;ases  an*  oeeurrinL,^  in  Kn^land 
now  :  one  in  the  case  of  tlie  lat(;  discliai'j^e  of  Mrs.  r'astle  for 
ht(;alinj^,  uiKhjr  th(!  exeu.se  of  "  kleptomania."  That  woman 
waH  eitlier  guilty  of  lareeny  or  sIkj  was  a  fit  .sul)ject  for  an 
KHyhim.  If  tin;  first,  hei-  hysteiics  should  not  have  cau.sed 
her  rehjase  ;  if  tfie  last,  slut  sliould  have  ^one  to  the  aHylum. 

Hut  it  seems  the  ricth  kUiptomaniacs  ean  be  excused,  and 
poor  Irish  women,  who  steal  a  hanj  or  a  loaf  of  liread  to 
8tay  iiunger  have  to  {^o  to  ^aol  for  .*i()  <layH!  .Justice  .should 
he  blind.  At  Osj^oode  Hall  it  is  so  r<;presented  over  the 
lieads  of  the  jud<.^eH.  The  rich  and  the  poor  sliould  fare 
alike.  She  hIiouM  give  Radicals  their  due.  not  speak 
harnhly  of  their  coiiduct.  Acts  disgraceful  in  Tories  in 
Toronto  of  old,  who  ludd  a  plurality  of  oflices,  such  a«  old 
Mr.  Allan,  or  Huch  as  made;  use  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
l*rovince  to  build  th«-mselveH  and  their  chihlren  up,  should 
not  be  ex'iused.  Wm.  Ij.  McKen/ie  wan  haHty,  but  honest. 
Few  men  wen;  ever  more  honest  politically  than  lie.  He 
refuHed  the  offer  of  tlie  postmasterHhip  of  Western  Canada 
when  offered  indirectly  to  him  by  Lord  (iloderich  in  lh*}2, 
in  England  ;   Mr.  Stanhiy  ha<l  the  Kastern  part. 

The  late  Hon.  Stephen  Richards,  wh'jsc  word  can  hr 
relied  on,  told  me  that  Robert  iialdwin  deputed  him  to 
offer  the  pOHtmasteryhip  at  Toronto  to  Wm.  L.  McKenzie 
(t>efore  Mr.  fjenlie  luid  it),  soon  after  liis  return  tc  CVuada 
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tficy   will   think  I  mn    an    oIlico-HiMik'ci-,  am    hrihcrl.      I  will 
W(>)k  my  own  way  with  my  hrairis  and  IijiimIh." 

li*  \n',  luul  not  oxjiOM*!*!  the  <;onn])t  ollicial  way.s  ol'  the 
l''amily  (.'ornpjMrt  no  oik;  flse  wonhl.  Il(;  arifj  otIiorH  may 
h(!  called  "KadicalK,"  hutHiichai'C  hettei- than  corrupt  oflic(5- 
f^^'ckin^  'roi'ie-s. 

Ill  I8I52  at  llarr.ilton,  in  the  old  stone  ( 'oni-t-lnjiiHe,  [ 
stood  f>y  tlu'  side  oi"  my  Father  at  a  |)iihli<;  iiicctiii^r  where 
Mr.  MoKen/ic  was  <liseuHKin<^'  the  afl'airH  of  (/anada  (an  lie 
IimMJ  a  ri^lit  to  do),  wlie,ji  VVillia,in  Jolinson  Kei-r,  a  politiciati 
ol  th(!  MeNaJih  kind,  went  from  the  floor*  and  violently 
jiiishtMl  him  ofl"  th(!  platrorm,  on  whieh  my  i'ath(;i"  and  others 
a,;,'ain  put  him  up  there,  and  he  finished  his  Hj)eeeh.  That 
nif^ht  Mr.  Kerr,  with  two  otlnws,  with  hiaekened  IjkX'H, 
armed  with  ehihs,  (tiilhid  MeKen/ie  out  of  his  residence 
there,  at  the  housi;  (A'  oik;  Mr.  na.il(;y,a,  hakcj-,  and  Ixtatliim 
to  the  f^n-ound.  I'hr.y,  or  at  least  Kerr,  was  ti"ied  at  th<', 
Awsi/cHand  llie  d  SHX).  I  was  a  witnesH  lo  the  Court-houwe 
assaidt  at  tlu;  lim(;.  (.'an  anyone  s;iy  thi.s  outrafrr;  was 
laiidahh; ':*  If  McKt-nzie  had  spoken  unhiwi'ul  thin^H  there, 
or  ui  Toronto,  why  was  ^  <i  not  legally  jiunished  y  If  wliat 
he  Raid  was  not  urdawi'ul  let  it  jtass  ?  Lynch  law  with 
th<!KO  Tories  of    1828  was  as   Ijad  as  lynch  law   now  in  tlie 


wicke*!  Si>uthern 


was 
StatcH  com  mi 


tt<;(I 


on 


poor 


hi 


a('K  men,  lor 


C!  JincK  for  which  white  men  would  be  civilly  tried. 

IvlcKen/ie's  expulsion  fiv(!  times  hy  tlui  Tories  waa  dis- 


^fraceful  !  And  that  p(j)'S(!Cutin;^  politician,  Ha^^erman,  on 
♦,he  laHt  occasion  said  publicly  in  tin,  Ijej^is'iatui'e  :  "Well, 
J  never  thouj^ht  these  expulsions  le^al,  biit  n>y  Tory  friends 
<|j<l,  and  I  will  HUppoit  them  '."  A  Ixiautiful  doctrin(;  this! 
Tlie  Tories  in  Lower  (Canada  in  18.S7,  under  Sir  John 
(JoJborne,  acted  in  a  most  opj)i-e.ssive  way  to  the  French 
17 
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hobifans,  shoDtiii^  tlxMii  iIowm,  evoii  in  ilR*ir  churci.ey. 
Th(^  late  A.  M.  Smith,  tln-n  in  a  lli^lilarnl  r«^t^inicnt,  once 
toltl  MM!  soMic  ten  years  a^o  — ho  beinj^  a  s(jl(lier  it  made 
his  heart  hk^ed  to  see  the  cruel  conihict  ])ractise(l.-  The 
liousrs  ol'  tlie  /idhitdiis  wer(;  more  ^erjerally  marked 
"  rehel,"  and  others  passed.  A  chinch  Full  of  Frencli  s\im- 
pects  was  llred  into,  and  a  priest  in  it  eithei'  wounded  or 
killed.     There  was  no  occasion  for  sncli  military  cruelty. 

Cohmel  Wetherall  was  also  vary  severe,  lie  was  the 
persofi  who  acted  so  cruelly  to  Mr.  Parker  at  Kingston. 

Th(!  ])0O])le  ol'  C^mada  in  IS.'JT  had  more  to  cc^mplain  oi' 
in  Upper  aiid  Lower  Oanada  than  tlio  Americans  had  in 
Now  l^'.noland  iu  1775. 

Then  tln^  Aunricans  complained  ol'  taxation  ol'  thom- 
H(!lve8  by  a  distant  power  without  representation.  In  anj^er 
they  threw  Jjiitish  tea  boxes  in  the  sea.  British  troops  iii- 
torlered  and  the  battle  of  Hunker  Hill  was  fou<j;ht,  and  the 
Hivolution  commenced.  The  Americans,  through  Ijal'a^ette 
and  the  T'l'ench,  were  successful.  Now  tliey  are  fawned 
on,  and  their  li^ht  to  control  Venezuela  conceded,  their 
assertion  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  upheld  to  a  great  extent. 
Ah  !  don't  you  sec  the  dili'erence  ;*  They  were  successful .' 
Thus  justice  depends  upon  success,  does  it  ? 

Y«'S,  and  see.  And)assador  Bayard  could  cause  the  release 
of  Mrs,  Castle,  of  kleptomania  fame  !  J)on't  you  .sec  that 
the  Americans  numlxn-  about  (JO  millions  ?    Some  say  mor«». 

As  to  the  expulsions,  Hagerinan,  McNabb,  and  Henry 
John  Boulton  wei-e  tlu;  ruling  spirits.  They  gloried  in  in- 
juring a  poor  little  Scotchman.  As  Hagerman  said  as  to 
him,  and  Dr.  Strachan  said  as  to  Barnabas  liidwell  before, 
"  Turn  him  out !  Turn  him  out !  Never  mind  legal  tectini- 
calities  !  Never  mind  tlie  people  of  the  Home  District !  He 
is  disturbing  us  in  our  offices,  in  our  land  monopoly  !  Turu 
him  out — right  or  wrong  1" 
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It  makes  all  tliu  difference  In  the  \V()i-l(l  "  wlioso  ox  is 
;.';ore(l,"  \h  this  jn.stice  Hiich  aa  (lod  ajiprove.s  {  iiOok  for  a 
momijnt.  Who  were  the  movers  in  these  expulsions  of 
IVIcKen/ic  ^  'I'he  chief  movers  \vci*e  ms  I  have  sai<l,  Allnn 
N.McNal))>,  lian(;rman  and  John  llemy  Jjoulton  (ex-.luili;e  i, 
wlio  at  hist  turned  to  he  a  Radical  in  Toronto. 

Mow  vvonderfuMy  (jhiini^iMl  From  tlu;  palmy  days  of  IHIi"2 
was  .John  ihjnry  IJoulton.  ludiold  what  they  di"!  to  Mc- 
Keif/ie  when  in  tlii-ir  ])ower ! 

1st.  '^i'hey  destroyiid  his  prciss  and  news[)aper  oHlce. 

2nd.  They  expelled  him  five  times  when  the  whole  County 
of  York,  then  th(!  "greatest  and  richest  in  (Ipj)er  Canada, 
constantl}'^  i-eturned  him  attain  to  the  J  louse,  and  once  was 
ho  ti'iunjphantly  )'etiirned,  an«l  then,  at  the  Ived  fiioii  in 
Vorkville,  honored  with  a  (ioM  Plate. 

.'J.  The  Torie.s,  as  in  the  case  of  Robert  (Jlourlav^  refused 
to  let  him  hold  meetings  to  discusH  public  (piestions  !  Sup- 
pose we  were  to  do  so  now  ;  what  a  noi.se  it  would  make. 
Liberals  and  'i'orie.s  alike  ])eaceably  liold  meetinos  every- 
whc^re,  make  violent  speeches,  and  all  is  right.  Relujld 
what  a  difference  it  makes  "  whose  ox  is  gored  !" 

When  he  went  to  England,  twice  I  think,  with  immense 
{)(;titiona,  and  Robert  Randall  also  went,  as  did  George  and 
Egerton  Ryerson,  to  set  before  the  English  ('olonial  OHiee 
(yanadian  grievances,  and  got  despatches  to  remedy  certain 
defects  in  our  Canadian  Administration,  to  establish  the 
British  Constitutional  systenj,  to  appoint  independent 
judges  in  Canada,  the  C^onijjact  party  impeded  the  des- 
patches, disobeyed  them,  ridiculed  Baldwin's  attempt  to 
carry  out  in  IH.'JG  the  principles  of  the  Briti.sh  Covernment. 

4.  Finally,  before  the  rebellion  in  183(>,  they  cheated  him 
out  of  his  constituency  in  the  West  Hiding  of  the  Home 
District,  now  the  townships  of  Toronto  and  Chinguacoucy, 
by  intimidation  and   violence,  and   nuido  out  (jtovernmenl 
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pjitt'iitH  r»)i'Hiui(l  l(»l,M  a,*,  I'm  I  <  'rcfiil;  l;();^"iv(;  l<>  IwilKiii  vciUirn. 
TliUM  tlicy   thwiu'lrd    {,]\i\    liirincr.s'  voicciM   \>y  oM  suinl    lot 

|»Jlt<'lltH  }l,l/   I  Ih'   (  VtMJit.. 

Thoy  ^()(/  rill  ol'  hiiii  llicir,  .mk!  of  iJidvvcll  and  i'fjTy  al 
Naparicc,  l>y  M^^citnii  IJ.ycr.soii'N  inlliiciicc.  'riicn  l.jic  licld 
was  (rlrai'  lof  Mic  ( '(»iii|ia,(',l  to  work  on.  Willi  all  tliis,  l,li(iy 
(.•xjK^elcd  (li(!  |)oor  o|i|iic,s,scd  ivcroriiiri-.s  (,o  Uc(  ]>  tJicir  ni<nil,lirH 
1'Ioh(mI  a.,s  to  all  alaiscs,  and  an  vvliih;  I  Jritisli  slavi'S  to  Ixuir  a,ll. 

I  will  flKcwIicrc  tell  ol'  llic  niarxclloiiH  ('Scjiik!  oj'  MctKiiU- 
/ic  a.ll«'r  tile  l)at(lc  of  Moiit^^ouicry  Hill,  and  of  hi:;  u.saj^o 
in  tlu!  \  'nitcd  StatfS. 

Mr.  liind.sa.y  .sjiraks  of  Nhdvcn/ic'.'i  (',liM,n;jj<'  of  oi)ini()n 
al»oub  till'  rising;,  also  iih  to  liis  rrli^doUM  opinions.  I  don't 
a}.;r(',('  with  Mr.  Lindsa,y  ahoiit  tliiH.  I  vva,:i  a,t  his  Inmral. 
In  lit',  cvt'r  to  have  a,  nioniuiiiint  :*  WImiii  in  I.SI)|-;i  1  wn 
(!anvjis;sin^  many  prrson.s  in  IJk^  city  a,nd  cLscw  here,  loi- 
money  to  viusr.  the  monnmcnt  to  Lunnt  a,iid  Malthcw.s  - 
which  is  now  iij),  Htandin^"  in  hc.anty  in  tho  Necropolis 
many,  wlnui  thi^y  <;mv(!  .Ipr)  Tor  tlia.t  piirpo.se,  ,sa,id  to  in«;, 
"  tills  I  will  ;.;ive,  willin^^ly,  hut  if  it  vva,M  I'or  ono  to  McK«!n- 
zie,  it  would  he  $20  from  me."  1 1  is  h<aiesty,  his  indt)pcn<l- 
cnt  condiK^t,  nia.de  him  an  idol  ol'  the  people.  Ilu  wan 
(lccte<l  in  I.S5()  in  Ilaldimand,  ovei- ( Jeori^i;  llrown,  who,  in 
a  prcsumptiioiiK  manm^r,  opposi^d  him.  Ih;  and  his  lather 
wore  opposi^d  to  McKt!n/i(^  as  Tories  at  first,  (icor^e 
Brown  also  was  opposecl  to  me  and  many  old  HeforuHMH, 
when  ho  first  came. 


.MV     FlliS'l"     I'KIAL    IN    COl'Kl'. 

Wc  shall  Hec  wliafc  was  [(oin^'  on  in  the  courts  oi"  Hamil- 
ton in  IH.SO.  Immediat(dy  on  l)(!comin<4  a  hairisti^r  1  found 
plenty  ol'  huwiness.  The  lawyejs  there  were  Richard  BeaHley, 
Robert  iierrie,  Allan  N.  McNabb  and  Miles  (VReilly.  My 
firHt  court  contest  al'ter  niy  admission    in  Kt^bruary,    18.S6, 
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J  Ih'  IjiUh'C,  McN;iIi1)  \\,i-  l,||i"  ;.iii  I  \v;i,H  ^l;i<l  1,< )  llMAr  iJli 
(>|)|)()i'hiiiity  In  (Mil,  I  liis  ()!<!  i'ihim  y  oj'  iiiiiic  II I )  in  coitri ,  jiiiil 
ilid  so  in    llw  I  ii<!.      .M<".\!i,lil) "s  (|iiiililj«,s    were    Iiiillyi.siii  uiul 
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obey  iny  in.islfr,  Mr.  I'cnic,  in  liiisiiii'.-s  iniilln;;,  In-  ;oi\(' 
iiic  .some  pMj.ciN  (,o  :,(r\<'  on  llii;;  Imlly  I.iwyi.  I  W'cnl,  to 
his  ofllcf  mimI  r.iinnly  Im.inlcil  Ilic  |))i|ici:;  lo  liim.  Mis  \'!\('m 
l»('('niii('  siii|i|<nly    "Iciiililils*-    in    wliili  in-ss.  ;ini|    he  ilr;i\v  Ii-(| 


<tnl.  ill  .III !.'('»■ 


ir 


\'(  )ll  conic   ini  o  111  \   ( illicc  ;rj;i 


iin  I  will  k  ick 


•youoiil,  !'  'I'liis  WJis  sai'l  (on  yonii;^  st,i|il<nl ,  <loiiin;iii  <  llicc 
>lul.y  wliicli  i  w;is  coiii|tc||c(i  (o  do.  Wlmt,  jicrson  >■  •iiM 
net  ill  tliis  wny  Imi  n,  lilnstcrinj.';  Iinlly  '  I  i.oM  my  ni.islcr, 
l)(!rric,  who  il"  he  h.'nl  h;nl  I  h(M'oijr;i,<'(!  of  .-i,  lly  would  Imvc 
e'oiic  ;iiid  scid  li»  him:  "  1 1' yon  wjinl,  l<i  kie,|:  any  one,  kick 
me,  nol>  my  yonn;;',  nnod'endinp;  cicik."  \\\\l  hi'  did  iiol,  do 
HO,  for  he  w  ;is  ;i,  Nciy  timid,  (|iiiel,  niMi,  ;ilVaid  to  do  liis  (hit\' 
This  iii<'.i(h'lit  look  |iLicc  some  ^'cjiis  hi'lol''  I  met  M(l\ui.i) 
in  court.  Let  m<;  eive  two  instjUKM'H  of  his  l.iillyin^' spirit : 
There  livcfl  near  Ihimiltoii  a  k-iiw^dn^nrted  noUh-  Voik 
Hhiremiin,  ;i  rjiriner,  iiiinied  l)aniel  ( 'rosthw  aite.  lie  w.as 
III  my  lather's  llaniilton  Militia  ( /ompany  in  the  war  of 
IMl'^,  at  (.^hieeiiston  and  els(!where.  His  L;i'i|i  was  like  iron 
a,  Mow  IVom  his  arm  wms  like  a  horse's  kick.  1  wasstimd- 
iiie'  in  (he  im-w  Iv'-hiiilt  stone  e<»urtli<»iis(;  hy  the  door,  n ";ii' 
(he  sherill's  olii('<\  as  you  entered  in  far  l)a(!k  years,  pcr!ia)is 
ISIM',  vvlum  ( 'rostluvaite  (iaiiu'  in  and  •neoimtered  Mc.\>i,hl), 


wlio  hii.d  some  words  with    liim.      1    hiiard    him 


'0' 


to  th 


i'armer  :  "  \'ou  wre  a  cowiird  in   ISll*."     ( 'rosth\VHit(!  said, 
"  Yoii  are  a  liar, "  whei-eiipon  «  'rosthvvait<,'  .s(M/,cd  him  in  his 
pow(!rrul  arms  and  sluxtk  him  oil'  his   r<H;t.     TIks  ^outler,  n 
monstrous  man,  n;i,med  Tidd,took  Orosthwaite  oil'  McNalil* 
whose  faci;  was  covered  wdtli  hlooil.     No  living  person  l)iit 
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iiiyscir  cull  rtiiiK'inltcr   ilii.s,  a:;   tlu;   tliic*;   tlicn    pi't'SC'iit  Ix.'- 
si'icM  iiir  ai'(!  (IcNi'I  ;  Imt  I  '.v.ts  'H;i<I  to  (-;((;  a  Imlly  puiiislio'i. 
My    I'rotliCJ'-in-Iaw,    \\'\a\    II.    Ilauiilton,    \vm,s   u    povvorl'iil 
mail.      Ilo  once  t(;l(|  iMt'N'aM*  thai    il'   Int   showed  liis  luilly- 
i.siii  to  him,  he  would  llct^'  him  at  once  to  IiIh  lioart's  coiitont. 
This  was  tlir  laaL^^art  I    ha«I  coiim!  in    cojitact  with  in   thin 
suit.  an<l  I  oNcicami;  iii  ii       .Mihs  ( )'|{i!ili\  ,  ex- ju«l;^n'   in   r«:- 
C'fnt  years  in  llaiiiiH.oii    (nl<l  m<;   once    ihjit    .McNahh  knew 
MTV  little  law,  that  he  had  ol'ten  hcteii  oldi.i.^cd  to  sIkav  him 
liow  to  diMw  ])a}»(  r.s  in  suits  wh<'i*<'  any  sl<ill    was  r(M|uinjd. 
Ill  conductin;^  this  suit   I  <|Uoi!<l  the  commandment,  "  Ilon- 
i»ur  thy  iatlH*)'  and  thy  mothri-,  that  thy  days  may  \)v.  lon^ 
in  the    land    which    the    Lor(|    tii^'    (;o(|    hath    ^ivciii    tlicc." 
I'oor  Mr.  .loll n  Sandlield    M.iedonald    in    ai'tei-  years,  ISTO, 
\s'i(.'n  I  was  actin<^' as  a,  (  MMi''ral    Insj»ecter  (<!'  '  ourtw  in  hin 
j^oveinnient,  u;-,ed  to   lau<.di   and    talk    ahout   this  suit  with 
mr.      Althou'^li  younj^er  than  I  wa,s,  il,  is  nua-e  than  twenty 
v'ears  a"o  ;;iiiei'  he  W(-iit  to  the  la.nd  of  spirits.        11'.'    was  a, 
(.)rk'n;^ai"ry  lli;^hland  Scotcdi  INanan  ( 'ath(jlic,  a  elo.si'  I'riend 
of   mine,  an   oxc(!lIent   lii'st    i'i'('miei'  (jI"  (Jntario  IVom   I  .S(j5 
to  ISTl,  hettor   in   many   i'es|)e(!ts   than   any    we  ever  liad. 
I  int<'nd  to  sj)(.'ak   of  him,  and    Ivlward  lilakfi.s   mean  con- 
duct, when  in  a   future   (diapter,  at  the  cn.d  of    Lh<!  Vidurno. 
It  tnay  he  a,sk<'d,  \vhy  was    McXai)!)  so  an^ny   with    mo  ? 
For  several  i'ea.s<jns.      I    had,  as   my    fatliti's   son,  opjiosed 
hi-;   election    in    |.S)U)    in    Hamilton,  when  my  fathei-  was  a, 
candidate  foi'  th(!  i.e<;"islature,  and  McNahh  was  for  tin;  lirst 
time  a  candidate,  and  lie  and  the   ^^lnk(•e  turncoat,  old  Mr. 
John  Wilsfjii,  were  opposing;"  him.     N«',\t,   1    had  writtfin  in 
the   II<f.mUf(>ii   Free  Vn'M  against  him  a,s  the  hully  (jf  the 
York    'I'ories.      In  this  1  watt   Himj>ly  <loin£(  my  duty,  uh  I 
did  in  all  cases  a;.ni,inHt  liini.     iNcithor  did  he  like  my  con- 
duct as  clerk  of  the  Hamilton  Town  Council  in  I8.*J4,  wh(!n 
ho.  in  an  arro^^int  way,  refused  to  obey  th(i  oi'ders  of  tho 
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t<i\\n  uljoiit  iniiiwviii^  n  iiusijincc,  \\r.  Imd  iii;iil<',  wiUi  ])ilinj; 
biickH  on  .Ijuik'h  Street  \\r.  in^iiU'A  i\\o  Town  (Jouncil 
with  contfiinpt  un<l  IiIh  lirotlior  r(!iiiovi;(l  tlio  miiHaiice. 
A^ioiit  i\i\H  last  ii;iiii('(I  time,  l.s:;4,  lio  had  u,  l)(>antil"iil  Hon, 
a  hoy  ol"  ioiirtrcn  yoiuH,  wlioiii  \ui  lost  tliroii;^h  tho  acci- 
'i'ntal  (liscliai-^c.  oi'  a  irnn  in  tlio  wooiIh  near  tlic  Mountain. 
It  iiif^ht  t«)  have  set  liis  tliouj:»;litH  on  rolifjjioji  and  the  ^roat 
fulur-i,  ))ut  <Ji(l  not  (h)  so. 

Fn  February  ot"  thi.s  yt;ai',  l-S.'id,  I  wcsiit  to  Toronto  nwl 
was  f!.\ainin(!(l  hy  tht;  l>onchei's,  with  many  oth(?rH,  and 
airion^  them  .lohn  A.  Macdonald,  who  was  my  junior  in 
ycarH.  I  was;  admittcMl  with  honors,  as  Dr.  Rolph  wrot<^ 
The  Honehcrs  jirescnt  wejc  ;  Dr.  dolin  Rolpli  (he  alhides  to 
it  in  tlie  lett<;r  1  insej't  in  chapter  7),  Kohert  lialdwin, 
Henry  Shc^'wood,  William  Draper, and  others  whom  I  can- 
not reiiicndx'r.  M}/^  oillce  matt;  and  a  stuchujt,  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton O'Reilly,  the  l»rotii(;i'  ol"  the  jud<;e,  dl<i  not  )>asH,  Jior 
did  my  olliee  mat*',  Mr.  Milne.  Adam  H.  MyeiH  oi'  Relle- 
ville  wji.s  amoui;  the  succHsi'ul  ones. 

hi  this  year  I  was  retaijied  in  .s(ivei'al  suits  ol'  (ijectment 
to  del'end  the  Ameiie.iti  lOpiscopal  Church,  one  ol"  thenj  the 
old  and  venerahh;  Rock  ('iia])el  of  East  Flani))oro*,  the  old- 
est in  the  west,  ;i<(airist  the  unjust  attempts  of  Egerton 
Ryerson  and  liis  IOnL;lisli  Wesleyan  friends,  who  W(!i« 
Wesl<jyan  Tory  «,llii's  from  I'in^land,  with  wliom  he  had 
allied  hiniscir,  af^ainst  his  old  (Jamulian  IOpisco))al  brethren, 
and  James  Riciiardson,  I'or  u  mess  of  ))olitical  pottage,  or 
for  political  I'casons.  'J'Ik;  cases  were  in  court  at  Toronto 
up  to  the  time  of  the  rebellion,  and  I  was  then  obliged  to 
give  them  up.  It  waH  in  18li5-()  when  Kg(»rton,  forsaking 
Ridwell,  Perry,  McKenzie,  Rev.  James  Richardson,  and 
those  who  liad,  in  fact,  introduced  him  into  th  3  (Jkristian 
Guardian  office  in  1820  (sec  tl\e  written  certificate  in 
chapter  4),  tried   to   eject  his  old  friends  IVom  their  lawru[ 


II 


■■  1 


1 


(    ! 


!i  r-i 


'n 


I  ': 


1   1  I  ? 

•1       ■■ 

f  1:; 

1  iii : 

f'  hwi 


•J72 


IlKMINlSf'KNCl.S   Ol'    <;ilAlll,i;S    1)1   ItAM), 


(tliiirclicH.  II  rrciih'd  11  ^jrcn,l,  sciisMtion  in  tlw  Mrlliodist 
clrclf!,  Itut,  liiis,  ill  till!  ('oiii'sc  (>r  yc.-u'K,  suIjs'pNmI  l>y  a  n^c'iicral 
aiii;il<_«aiiiiiti«iii  of  all  the  s»;ci,i<»ii:w»r  llic  .Mcl-lntdist  |)e(  pic, 
wlticii    no  (l(Hil)t;,  uiiM  the  hcst  (Jiiiin-  to  he  (lone. 

As  iisiial  wiilt  lilt'  ill  lil'r,  I  ii.iNc  I  ikdi  ilic  part  <»l  tho 
iiiJMr(r(|  nml  ()j>pr(isH(Ml,  mipI  did  in  Mut-f  <li;d,, ml,  years. 

Al'lf!!'  wliJii  I  have  said  as  to  iiiy  first  acipDiintaiicr  with 
my  (jt'iir  youn-j,  wire,  wliicli  u.ih  oik;  of  tin-  most  iiiturnst- 
in^^  cvi'iits  oi'  my  jii'r,  I  will  a^jviii  i-cfcr  In  our  marriai^o 
ill  April,  IS.'IV.  our  lives  and  !i,q.'j)in('ss  and  position  in 
Hamilton  Tor  rinjij,  montlis  alter  .  a  Itcautiiul  lionu'  mv 
|)rac'.ti(M'  an<l  ci  iiipara,tiv<!  (|ui(;tn(!ss,  and  my  lata!  joui-ncy 
on  business  in  DecemlK!!-,  ISIIT,  not  suspecting' any  troidile 
there.  My  journey  down  was  an  ordinary  ))usiness  one, 
with  a  carpet- ha;;  ol'  jiaperiand  hriid's  lo  the  court,  (ixpect- 
i  lie- to  spend  a  week  in  iMiehai  Ima.  Tei  in  with  other  !avv- 
yerH  accompanyiiii;  me. 

When  any  candid  ])erson  rends  this  he  will  say,  how 
could  1  he  jruiltv  '»!  any  intention  to  take;  na,rt  in  tin;  ris- 
in<^^  of  uliicli  \  had  not  the  remotest  idea  when  I  left,  as 
stated  in  ni}'  ac(*ount  of  tlu;  journey  down,  my  I'amily  un- 
jirotected  and  not  notified,  as  well  in  ignorance  as  my- 
sell'  of  coinini:;  ♦laneer:  manilesLK'  iiiteiidiu"'  to  atleiyi  to 
two  weeks'  law  hiisiness  in  Toronto. 

Sucli  a  supp(»sil!on  is  ahsurd,  and  my  entiri;  innoceneo 
l)lainly  proved  hy  such  facts.  First,  I  will  state  Iiow  thines 
were  in  Hamilton  on  my  journey  u])  ai'tei-  my  marriaL'e. 

Wc  W(;r(!  married,  and  took  the  steanuM'  for  Ihimilton  on 
a  lovely  day.  Tlio  sun  slioiie  out  witli  its  l>riLdit<'st  ra}'s  ; 
tlio  Hj>rin^  was  early,  and  wlien  we  arrived  in  Hamilton  at 
our  future  home  (only  for  (;iolit  months)  the  ;^rass  was  lialf- 
kncc  hijL^h.  Our  ^a,rden  was  in  |^'ood  ordc;)-,  the  trees 
nearly  in  full  hloom. 

One  who  attended   oui*  marriaw  was  the  dear  departed 


fefl 


t/i    I'oitoN'io,  ir\UKis'ri;i! 


27:i 


lodist 

(.1  tho 
:   vvitli 

ion  in 
>'',  "»y 
(iiriu'y 
,roiil>l<^ 
■(s  one, 

iXJ)t'Ct- 

•!•  !jivv- 

lu>w 

ilui  rls- 

y  mi- 
ls iny- 
im!  to 

|)ec!M*0 
|IL'<'. 

)n  oil 

iniys  ; 

Ion  at 

iliair- 

Iticos 


patriot,  Muih1iji.II  S.  liidwdl  :  nnotlHT,  tlio  hitc  .)u<lj^<'  Wilkes 
ol"  tli(!  County  of  <»r(!y,  then  a  student:  niiotlMT,  i\\r  oldest 
mcrcliaiit   in    'Toronto,    Mi-,    Koss,   ol"   tli<     |ii-ni    •>!'    Iloss   iV 

Mi  telle  11. 

MV   .MAi:i;iA<;i:. 

All  tlif  llostwicis  lainily  and  tlni  late  Mr.  ami  Mr.s.  K.  A. 
I'ai'k'i-r  Mt'"'nd<'d. 

Old   Mrs.  Widow   i'ostwicU  waH  tlid'c  ;ind  In  l^ikvI  In-altli. 

All  \vlio  \\rvv.  at  that  wcddini;'  have  ,i:,on(;  iVoni  the  earth 
except  two  hrotliei.s  now  in  the  ('ity  ol"  MiniH-apoli.s,  Min- 

IieHotM. 

The  late  Mi-s.  I 'om-.^  wii'c  ol"  Mr.  Towrs.  o;:cc  (Im-  mayor 
of  this  city,  .'ind  mi<  nihci-  lorToioido  th<-n!i  y"Miii;'  \voii:;(n, 
n  lovely  ^irl,  was  my  future  wiftis  liiidcsmaid.  She  and 
Mr.  lloweH  have  I'fl,  thi^  woj'Id.     Slic  wa.s  a  Mi.s.s  Mall. 

We  lived  eif(ld  months  in  Lireat  happiness  in  Ihnnilton, 
and  (li'eadful  is  the  responsihility  of  Ihosi;  who  cruelly 
caUHCil  our  futiu'e  nu.sery,  foi*  u,  i\\iu\  hei' abuse- -an  inno- 
cent youn<.<;  weman — an<l  h(;r  sisl(!i'.  I'^ifJy  thousand  dol- 
lars would  not  (a.j)ai-L  fr(»m  nine  months'  cruel  ini})riHon- 
mout)  i'e|)ay  me  for  my  los.se.s  then  sustainecl,  eompolled  us  1 
was  in  I.S.'^S  to  leave  my  loved  ( 'anada  and  reside  six  years 
in  a  forei<ifn  land.  iJut  Liod  has  hecni  my  protector  in  all 
this  time,  and  often  and  often  ha\e  I  thrown  myself  upon 
His  protecti(jn  in  those  cruel  times  in  i>rison  and  in  banisli- 
inent,  and  lie  has  spared  my  life  to  writ(;  this  hook  to  teli 
of  a  wronf^ed  youn^  couple,  of  innorent  pei-sons  ci-uelly 
treated  by  wicked  men. 
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IlKMINfSCJ'.NrKs    (»r    <  IIAItl.KS    DIUAND. 


KK.^IAKKS  u\  MrMi;    (ir    (iirit    caNADIW    .MJlMiKS    Willi    WHOM 
\     MASK     I'.KKN     IS'IIMAII      I  .V     ■|IMI,.S     I'ASJ,     Nn|KI»    K(»Il 

:iii;ii<  fiuiiAr  i'skkhia'Kss,  imcaui'i  \i,n  v,  iiKroiti-: 
wiinM  I  iiA\i;«»iri:N  Ai'i'i;Aiti;i)  in  mii;  coi  urs. 

Tin^ir  iiiUin's  .n*''  ns   IoIIovvh,  ii.ll  ol'    wliom    Imt  S«!Miii<»r 
<f'>waii  li!iv(    pjissiMi  I  I'nii  this  lilc.     Soiiii' (tiirifnis  triulH  jumI 
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risoii,  Sir  Atlain  \\  ilsuii,  .laiiifs  II.  (lowuii  C\\li<i,  tliou^li 
r-  llnifl,  is,  of  (MMiiv^i',  still  with  ws),  Jositph  (  'un-fiii  M(»rriH')H, 
Ivolcii't   I'ladoii  Ihinis,  .1.  I  J.  Mncuilay. 

My  I'r'fuh'rs  will  no  (loiilit  (ixciisi'  nn-  t'<jr  wrilin^  a.  short 
chaptfi"  upon  nnii  in  my  prolV.ssioii,  hoiih;  <>i'  whom  worr 
ji'Culiarly  (\t'n.\-  ),o  aii<l  hclovcfl  liy  inc.  I  I'olt  whfin^'ounty 
JikI^c  llan'ison  ilic<i  ;is  ii'  I  InnI  l<».st  n,  I  rotln-r.  H(!  was  al- 
w.'iy.s  .so  kinij  a,n'l  j»ati<',nt,  so  t'oi'l.carin;^  anil  ('onsichM'atn, 
althoii^ii  i  <liil  hiit'oic  hiiw  more  hnsiiWiSH  than  any  I  twyoi'  lor 
aiK)Ut  twenty  years.  Sometimes,  iiideiMJ,  j  ^axe  him  much 
c  tuse  I'oi'  W('.a.riness  i)V  ariTiiinents  aii<l  \n\fr  a.ildnissc.s  t<^) 
Juries  in  l)ivision  an<l  T'ounty  < 'ourts,  as  others  did  also. 
Uv  n'lver  (;ompia,ined,  hut  hoi-i;  a,ll  the  trouhlous  ai'^ummitH 
of  lawy<MM  patiiMitly.  an  I  I  never  saw  him  aiury  at  any  oru; 
unless  it  was  with  .Jamc's  lioulton.  lii;  was  tin;  most  pafciont 
of  n»<Mi,  th(;  most  /^(iuth!inanly  and  th';  most  «lijL^nili(id. 

I  n(\ei-  (;a,n  foi'^^et  his  kindno.ss  to  me  wJion  HCinsohiss 
incii  hrd'oro  }»im  in  court  liavo  called  inc  a  r(ih(J,  with  the.ir 
lyin^^  tongues,  and  ifutii-  vindictiv<;ucHs  ovcirMowin^'  witli 
faijci'd  li [J- loyalty. 

"  No,  <lon't  say  this  of  Mr.  iJurand,  In;  is  not  such,"  ho 
always  said. 

He  thouf(ht  as  1  did  in  ruH[)oct  to  the  t»-oul>lous  times  of 
1837.  H(;  thought  the  |)eople  had  heen  shamefully  min- 
;^ovorned.     Wo  often  dined  to^^'thcrat  the  (Jounty  DivJHioii 
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Courts.     If'-,  "liiai"  iiDin,  was  \'*nv\  ol'  ilm  oM  lOii^'lisli  nistoin 
of   h  ;^Iii.ss  <>r   l»nitMly  itiui  wuiri,  ami  of  a  ^^ootl  simir-hox. 
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»i>K  you  t,M  iik«!  a  ;flass  with  iiii-,  I  kiiow  yon  ;n'r  ;i.  Mti'U't 
t''iiij,(!niii(!('  man." 

'  •'111.  y<!s,  .)inl;^(!,"  I  \vouI<l  return,  "I  ln\i  rniiiid  it 
alw.'iys  l)('.st  for  nic" 

<')nc(!  vvIh'm  I  wii  t  youiii^,  aJifniL  twcnly-four,  I  nscfl  to 
Uoar'l  Ji,t  llnrlfy's  llot^l  in  I  lamilfon,  and  t  ImT';  I  always 
fonii'l  tin;  laMc  laid  with  ji,  line  oi'  tnnihlers  ami  itrandy 
liotthiH  i)  d'orc  US.  Not.  nvardiii';  it  a,s  a  had  Imhit,  I  would 
;^en<;rally  take  a  <^lass  oi'  vviitt-r  with  sonic,  hraiuly.  But 
upon  one  o(!f;asion  I  mentally  .said  to  niy.self:  'Thi.s  will  tiot 
do,  and  I  sto])|)ed  it  n,t  once.  'I'hi.s  is  tin;  way  t»»  do  if  any 
om    wishes  to  avoid  ha«l  hahits. 

Many  a  yoiiii;^  man  is  made,  a  diiinknid  merely  hy 
tlii'"  ''illy  use  of  hiandy.  \Vliatdo(!.s  a  sti'on;^,  inialthy  man, 
especially  wIk^ii  he  is  youn;j,  need  of  hrandy  :' 

M\  de.ir  friend  .luiltfc  llanison  nev(!r  used  it  to  ('xccss. 
\'ct  moderate  as  la;  was  in  thin,  he  Wiis  iinniod(.Tate  in  the 
Use  'if  snufl",   which  short(!ne<l  liis  liiV'  if  it  did  not  kill  him. 

lie  was  very  aetiv(!  in  th(5  <lays  of  llohert  l>}i,ld.vin  and 
Lord  Metcnlft!  in  furtlajrin"- 'jood  reform  measures.  It  i.H 
said  that  he  and  .Mr.  Hopkins  weie  the  authors  of  our 
inunici[>al  institutions. 

He  u.sed  to  dispose;  of  l<0  >,  and  even  more,  (sases  in  ouo 
ilny  in  the  Division  ( 'ourt.s.  We  W(;r(;  most  intimate 
friends  to  tlie  end  of  liis  life. 

From  th(}  lips  of  .)u<lge  liiirns  I  hiiv«s  hoard  this  re- 
mark :  "  I  can  never  trust  jiny  man's  oath  (in  court)  who 
i,s  not  a  i-eii^iouH  man." 

He  also  would  uit  all  day  like  .ludf^e  Harrison  and  inoHt 
pati<  ntly  dispose  of  cases. 
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KEMIN'ISCKN'CKS    OT   CIIAULES    nrit.VND. 


Ill  thy  Hi^li  (Joiii't>  I  ol't'M  had  suits  hcfoiM  Sir  Adain 
Wilson,  and  nnii'onnly  ioiiiid  him  cului,  ])ainstakino'  and 
Just.  Soiiu'tiiiu's  he  waH  stern  ;  Itut  lu;  always  strove  to  ho. 
just.  i\t  oiu'  tinn-  lu^  }>atienco  anil  tMjuity  \v<my'  greatly 
tried  \)y  the  1  ite  CJeoigc  IJrown,  hy  whom  lie  was  accusv.»d 
of  pr(?judice  aj;ainsfc  his  (IJrown's)  ritjlits — perliaps  1  minrht 
say  of  partiality.  Ihit  others  were  not  of  this  opinion. 
Mr.  Ljiowu  wanted  to  dictatti  untlu!}'  to  him,  and  was 
naturally  overdjearinf^  in  his  opinions.  With  Seotlish  vehe- 
mence he  was  too  fond  of  trvinii-  to  ntake  otlicis  li.iid  tlioir 
wills  to  his.     I  have  .seen  this  at  his  sneetin^/s. 

The  la^t  ecui versa tion  I  over  h.*' 1  with  Sir  Adam  \\  il.son 
WH.s  in  the  rear  he  died,  I'vSO,  ]  tliink.  I  IpkI  n;\-  l)n<''  and 
was  ^^oiujL^  to  n.s^oode  iiall  to  tax  a  troublesome  1)111  of 
costs.  1  t^ild  him  so  and  said:  ''Don't  you  think,  Sir 
Adam,  it  is  time  lor  me  to  stop  this  work  ?" 

Ife  replied  in  his  culm,  (juiet  way  :  "Oh,  Mr.  Durand, 
vou  are  jrood  lor  ten  \  ears  vet." 

It  is  six  or  seven  years  since  then,  an<l  I  am  yet  strong. 
and  if  necessary  could  tax  a  bill  again,  but  I  have  not  any 
occasion  to  do  .so.  My  principle  is  not  to  work  at  law 
alter  eighty.  Xor  shouM  any  judge,  be  he  ever  so  strong, 
stay  on  the  IJench  after  that  age.  This  aged  and  impartial 
judg(i  was  not  so  old  as  I  then  was  1)}'  several  years. 

The  Ifonourable  James  R.  OowaTi  T  have  knowr.  for 
nearly  sixty  years.  He  is  some  ^-ijai's  younger  than  I  am. 
He  was  known  to  me  in  1S37,  wh'-n  In.'  was  a  stu«lent,  and 
1  a  lawyer  of  two  years'  .standing. 

He  was  at  the  head  of  the  ( 'oui\ty  (.'ourts.  an<l  was  called 
by  every  lawyer  the  model  ctainty  judge  of  I'^ftper  Canada. 
He  n»id(;  the  Division  Courts  and  the  Countv  Courts  as 
dignified  as  the  (Queen's  Bench,  and  very  few  ever  doubted 
his  decisions. 

The  Lair  Jonrnal  of  old  published  his  letters  on  these 
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Courts,  ami  tlio  letters  cluciilaiud  the  law  aijplvii.n  to  iJivi- 
sion  Courts  espfcially  in  the  clearest  manner. 

1  very  olten  saw  him  ]ii<.;i«liii<;-  in  the  courts  in  tiie 
countr}-,  occasionally  at  IJariie.  A  \  •  ly  lau^hahk;  occur- 
rence once  liappened  to  mo  at  ont-  ol'  his  country  courts,  in 
Nvliicli,  on  account  of  a  sudd  ii  ilin*  ss,  he  f(ot  me  to  pi-esido 
at  Mulmur,  al.out  twcnty-tiv(  yr.nrs  ago.  Mulmur  is  one 
of  the  most  hillv  to\\n.'^hi])s  in  the  ( 'ountv  ot  Sinicoe,  full 
of  deep  valleys,  steep  hills  and  wild  scenery.  Tl»e  pe<»ple 
art  })rimitivo.  and  rathei"  noisy  and  (juarrclsome  too  in  the 
eourt."^.  They  arc  <^enLi*ally  prote.staiiis.  I  went  over  tliese 
v.-.lleys  and  nil's  to  hold  tliis  court  i  ne  Saturday  from 
Mono,  intendin^^  to  i;et  through  in  tiuie  to  <^o  from  iMuImur 

t»>  the  Northern  cai.-;.  and  therehy  to  Toi'onto. 

There   were    many  rou^li,   noisy   people    in   court  with 

tiingled  accounts  and  stupid  witnesses.  l)ut  tiie  old  clerk, 
Mr.  ]\IcMainis,  ^'a\e  me  all  the  assistance  he  could,  as  he 
knew  the  propli-  wc'I,  and  I  j^ot  throui;h  late  in  tlm  after- 
noon. Strai^^htway  1  jumped  into  a  rouj^h  country  wa^ifpfon 
furnished  me,  and  went  off  at  a  rapid  rate  to  Cookstown. 
A]thou«^h  tlie  middle  hoard  on  which  1  sat  fell  down,  thus 
incredsin<f  my  discomfoit,  I  arrived  there,  where  I  obtained 
a  Jior.'-c  without  a  sad<lle.  Det'.^iniined  not  to  be  detained, 
I  jumped  on  it  and  set  off  rapidly  a<.(ain.  I  had  to  go  eight 
miles  to  c.Uch  the  down  cars  from  Barrie  on  this  line.  I 
had  gone  only  haU'-a-ndle,  when  the  horse  tm-ned  suddenly 
around,  head  faced  homewards.  "  Ah  I "  said  I,  "you  are 
a  balky  fellow  ;  well,  I  will  coax  you."  I  did,  and  he  started 
off  again  and  continued  for  another  lialf-mile,  when  sud- 
denly he  wheeled  about  a  second  time,  face  towards  home, 
tail  towards  the  railroad.  I  was  reduced  to  coaxing  him 
once  more,  till  ofl  he  went  at  a  gallop  in  the  right  direction 
for  a  mile.  But  again  he  wheeled,  tail  for  the  railroad, 
head   for  home.     This  process  of  alternate  wheeling  and 
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coaxing''  lound  a^Jiin  cuntlinu!<l  sc.'venil  tiiiu's  uIUt.  unti  at 
last  a'Im'H  we  were  witliin  luili'-u-niile  ol'  tlic  railrojul,  I  heani 
thf'  wiiistle  of  tlio  engine  :i  mil«*  jiwiiy.  \\\\i  tli«^  horse  was 
aj^uiti  iti  ii  revrrsetl  position,  fn  flespiirutioii  f  jmnpcd  oti' 
Iiiiii,  tit'<l  him  to  a  leiu!*',  ran  th**  lialf-inile,  mid  just  reached 
tlie  ti'aiii  a  I'cw  seconds  liel'ore  it  startrd.  !  was  sor  j  in 
budv  and  ieirs  Tor  two  weeks  after  from  this  rid<'. 

Ho})ert  Easton  llurns  was  another  pati«'iit  Judge.  He  an<l 
Judorc  Harr'son  used  to  jjfo  al!  ovei-  tiie  present  counties  of 
Ontario,  I'eel  and  York  to  hold  tlieir  courts,  arid  I  often  went 
to  those  courts  forty  and  iifty  years  a^o,  staitinf(  at  <hiylitrht. 
Jutl^e  Oowan  had  a  still  hinder  circuit.  Space  will  nut 
permit  me  to  descril)e  the  various  curious  eases  and  scenes 
which  I  have  witnessed  in  these  courts,  in  .some  of  which  I 
was  actinfj  for  clients.  In  those  days  siuittinf^  was  a  couj- 
mon  practice;  both  Jud^e  (^lowan  and  .ludj^e  Harrison  had 
the  habit  of  usinf^  snuff  often.  If  either  <Iesired  to  say 
anything  ver^^-  fnnny  or  clevc-r.  a  pinch  (<f  snuH'  was  always 
first  taken. 

Mr.  Morrison  was  a  M^xy  ([uiet,  affable  man,  and  con- 
ducted courts  in  a  very  fair  way.  I  never  saw  ar.y  of 
these  men  do  what  I  considered  injustice  in  tlieir  court.-. 

(Jnce,  in  the  County  Court,  I  was  conducting  a  case  for 
a  man,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  trial  it  became  evident  that 
my  client  was  attempting  to  })olater  up  his  case  by  fraudu- 
lent evidence.  I  threw  down  my  brief  an<l  papers  and 
said  that  I  refused  to  be  employed  to  maintain  any  man's 
fraudulent  case.  Judge  Burns  said  :  "  You  are  light,  Mi, 
Durand." 

Mr.  Morrison  resembled  this  judge.  I  used  to  practice 
in  the  courts  with  him,  too. 

Judge  Burns  assisted  me  once  in  a  very  curious  case 
about  rape  seed.  A  druggist,  Mr.  Neil  Love's  brother,  sold 
a  man  rape  seed  by  mistake  for  mustard  seed  and  injured 
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him.  .luliii  Henry  Bunlton  ;uk1  William  Hume  Blake  v.*  iv 
«»ppoHe(l  to  me  in  it,  and  I  had  very  uphill  work,  and  los^t  it. 

Mr.  Justice  J.  B.  Macanlay  was,  at  the  end  of  his  liit-, 
(Jhief  Justice  oi'  the  Cotnmon  Pleas.  I  often  had  le^al 
eases  before  him,  and  have  seen  him  in  varioiis  imjx-r- 
tant  cases,  an<i  although  I  di»ln't  like  his  conduct  as  n 
lawyer  in  tin;  case  of  the  trial  of  the  rioters  of  1828,  who 
destroyed  Mclvenzie's  press  and  type,  I  believe  him  to 
have  been  one  of  the  most  patient  judges  we  ever  had  in 
Upper  Canada.  To  me  he  was  always  most  courteous  and 
civil,  and  his  decisions  (which  .sometimes  came  in  collision 
with  Chief  Justice  Sir  J.  B.  Robinson's)  were  remarkallv 
learned  and  impartial.  He  and  his  family  belonged  to  tlie 
Family  Compact  r(^gime,  but  that  did  not  seem  to  atttct 
his  general  conduct  as  a  judge.  My  friends  will  ever  find 
me  speaking  fairly  of  any  judge  or  man  who  deserves 
commendation.  I  knew  this  most  excellent  judge  in  my 
practice  in  the  courts  perhaps  over  forty  years.  I  used. 
wlion  hearing  him  speak  and  watching  his  judicial  conduct, 
to  think  of  the  great  Sir  Matthew  Hale  of  the  17th  c^c- 
tur}'  of  England,  so  noted  for  his  great  o<|uity  an<l  upright 
conduct. 

What  so  noble,  what  so  valuable  in  a  coimtry,  as  n  pure 
and  upright  judge  ? 
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(.'IfAI'TKK    \I. 

My  journey  on  business  in  tho  law  cuurts  of  Toronto,  on  the  \t\\  l>e 
ceniber,  18:{7,  first  alludinj;  ti»  tlic  truol  acts  of  tho  Ti>ru-»  «»n 
'•ther  rcforiiiorri  ;  then  towards  uie — My  uxporiunces  in  'i  orunto  - 
What  1  saw  of  the  rising,'  in  Toronto — I'omluct  of  Dr.  I{(»li)h  and 
Uoht-rt  Bahlwi  — My  stay  there,  and  attempt  at  return  t<>  IJainil- 
ton  on  the  ()th  December  and  m_\  arrest  on  the  way  Inck  — f 'oinC' 
lip  \'on^e  Street  oth  December.  18:17,  to  my  mother  in  law's,  at 
■dark— Meeting  Col.  .Jarvia  -Cojiversation  with  him  a  few  min- 
utes, then  meetinji  McKenzie  and  Lonnt  and  tiieir  rei^imont  — 
Of'-at  sin-priso -Challeiif^ed-  Battle  of  Y<»nge  Street— Firin„' 
from  the  lields  and  in  the  roads  -  One  mm  killed,  several 
wounded  —  Sudden  retreat  of  both  parties— Danger  of  my  life 
twice  that  night — On  two  occa:sion.s-  My  goiny  next  day  by  stage 
to  Hamilton — Tho  (Jovernor  in  <Teat  fri-'ht. 


Not  halt'  of  the  cruel  nets  of  the  Tory  party  and  Jiritish 
tOidieis  ill  Jiower  Caiuula  liave  ever  been  told  in  writmg. 
nor  have  a  tliousand  acts  of  misrule,  oppression  and  wrongs 
by  imprisonment,  ami  stenlino-  in  Upper  Canada  by  Torien 
been  made  jmblic.  The  aecouni  i.)f  the  rebel- 'on  in  Upper 
Canada,  by  W.  L.  MeKenzie,  only  ifuve  a  small  part  of 
these  acts.  For  instance,  he  mentions  none  of  the  wrongs 
ccinmitted  i>n  my  family,  nor  on  the  family  of  Mr.  J.  G. 
Parker,  and  hundreds  of  others,  committed  about  Toronto, 
Belleville.  Hamilton,  Oxford  and  London.  What  were 
these  acts,  it  may  be  asked  ^  They  were  false  arrests,  im- 
prisonments on  suspicion,  the  abuse  of  women,  driving  sus- 
pected people  from  their  homes,  seizing  their  property, 
burning  their  liouses  in  some  cases.     The  acts  were  not 
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coiitinc»l  to  uhy  oiu'  coimty,  but  spn'u.l  from  Hrin-kvillc  t<) 
Sandwich,  takiui>'  in  all  tlu*  intoi'Vtniint(  plaets  i.x'cnsionally. 
The  faction  an<l  their  abettors  are  mostly  buried  in  the 
dust;  even  their  ehildren  are  j^ono,  or  pa.s.sed  into  poverty 
and  oblivi<in  in  many  caseH  to  my  kno\vled;;e  I  have  up 
to  this  time  survived  nearly  all  my  then  enemies,  esp«'cially 
the  jury  an<l  judfje,  and  otKcei-s  who  treateil  mc  with  such 
eruelty  and  injustic^^  rej^ardless  of  my  innocence  and  busi- 
ness at  Hamilton.  Un<ler  the  circumstances  then  <'xiHtin'' 
I  was  busy  in  my  Hamilton  professional  life,  and  ii,n»orant 
of  any  rebellion,  or  its  intentions.  I  prepared  myself  t(» 
attend  to  a  two  weeks'  court  business  in  Toronto,  in  Di- 
cember,  in  1837,  takinj^  my  papers  with  me  on  the  4th 
December,  18Ii7,  leaving  my  wife  an<l  her  sister  in  my  house 
at  Hamilton  unprotected.  Any  reasonable  man  would  ask 
the  question,  is  it  likely  1  would  do  this  if  I  was  in  any 
way  implicated  in  this  rebellion  ?  Cei'tainly  not,  for  to  do 
so  would  be  the  act  of  a  fool.  It  may  be  .said  I  might  have 
anticipated  such  a  thing ;  but  not  even  this  can  be  said,  for 
the  risinjr  in  Toronto  would  affect  Hamilton  and  all  busi. 
ness  in  Tor<jnto,  and  at  once  render  my  business  nugatory, 
.md  at  once  endanger  the  safety  of  m}'^  family. 

I  proceed  to  say  that  my  journey  down  was  a  very  quiet 
one,  there  appearing  to  be  nothing  to  show  that  anything 
unusual  was  going  on.  The  day  was  calm,  and  even  mild. 
Miles  O'Reilly,  the  lawyer,  was  on  board :  am  not  certain 
whether  G.  S.  Tilfany  was  there,  although  I  saw  him  next 
day  in  Toronto.  It  was  dark  when  we  arrived  in  port,  and 
1  hurried  up  to  my  mother-in-law's,  Mrs.  Bostwick,  not  ob- 
serving anything  unusual.  No  one  came  to  see  who  tlie 
passengers  were ;  in  fact,  the  whole  city  seemed  unsuspect- 
ing, not  alarmed  in  any  way.  When  I  look  back  and  think 
of  it,  I  am  surprised  all  was  so  quiet. 

On  my  entering  Mrs.  Bostwick's  house  I  was  introduced 
1» 
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to  the  KcN .  Jiuiies  HieliMids  iii,  whom  I  'lid  not  Ueforo 
Know.  He  was  thr  lirist  to  tell  inr  of  the  ninioiv*!  riHin^ 
on  Yonge  Street,  which  ho  tliou^j^ht  true.  I  wnn  ahnoat 
tliunderstruck  at  such  a  eonlini^ency  to  nie  an<l  my  family, 
who  had  just  iMrn  left  in  a  state  of  helplessness,  and  to  me 
with  my  Inisinc^ss  all  frustiattd,  hut  I  retired  to  ImmI  with 
I.  iieh  anxiety,  and  n»se  early  on  th«'  morning;  of  the  5th 
December. 

'J'hc  next  mornin^^  on  the  ."ith.  I  visited  the  city  for  the 
pui'pose  of  seein^j  what  could  he  <lone  in  tlu>  courts,  or  if 
any  courts  would  be  held.  This  f  sfMm  found  out,  and  that 
the  court  would  adjoni'n,  as  the  acts  of  the  previous  nijrjit 
were  noised  about.  It  was  known  that  the  patriots  had 
assembled,  that  Anderson  had  been  shot  by  Powell,  and 
althouiih  I  did  not  jxo  to  see  it,  there  was  a  irn'at  military 
stir  at  the  market ;  many  under  arms  there,  as  afterwards 
r(  sported. 

J  then  thought  it  wtadd  be   best  for  me  to  ^o  home  by 
the  stage;  no  boat  was  availalile  so  late.     I  believe  one  had 
gone  early,  in  which  IVfr.  R.  A.  Parker  went,  but  my  mother- 
in-law  had  advised   me  to  stop  over  Tuesday  and  go  by 
stage  on  Wednesday,  which  ad\ice  I  took,  and  prepared  to 
go  on  Wednesda}",  after  seeing  that  no  courts  would  sit.     I 
also  wanted  to  see  if  the  rising  W(3\dd  amount  to  anything, 
and  if  it  vas  possible  to  do  any  law  business;  also,  if  pos- 
sible, to  s(M'  .some  persons  who  could  tell  me.     I  tried  on 
'J^'i'^sday  to  see  Dr.  John  Rolph  and   Marshall,  S.  Bidwell 
and  Robert  Baldwin,  all  of  whom  I  k.iew,  but  saw  none 
except  Robert  Baldwin,  whom  I  saw  when  he  went  up  to 
Yorkville,  or  Bloor  Street,  where  the  patriot  insurgents 
were,  and  conversed  for  a  short  time  with  him.     Now  let 
me  describe  what  1  saw  on  Tuesday.     I  arose  at  an  early 
hour  and  went  to  the  city,  w^here  I  saw  Miles  O'ReiHy  (a 
friend  of  mine),  who  was  stopping  at  what  was  called  tlie 
old  Botsford  hotel,  the  best  in  the  city,  .standing  where  the 
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whom  I  cannot  recollect,  ami  loinxl  that  the  jnd^cs  woul<l 
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market -|»lace.  This  was  in  the  forenoon.  In  th<- nioi'nin 
or  at  noon.  th«'  i)atriot  party  liad  a<lvance<l  on  'I'ne.sday 
^rom  Mont^jfoniery's  inn  (then  occnpied  hy  a  tenant  of  his) 
to  the  ritlire  of  land  overlook inij"  N Orkville.  as  it  is  now 
with  its  centre  placed  on  Vonjjje  Streetat  what  is  called  (ial- 
lows  Hill,  with  M'litries  on  the  road.  I  walked  np  with  two 
friends,  Mr.  Klliott  and  Mr.  i'owell.to  near  tlu'  sentry  most 
prominent,  who  had  a  rifle  in  his  hands  keepin;^  jfuard, 
whom  1  afterwards  foinid  ont  to  he  one  ('a])tain  Adam 
(JrHham,  of  Ainoja.  who.se  nan»e  I  will  fretpiently  mention 
afterwards  in  this  memoir.  I  was  a<*companied,  as  I  said, 
hy  Mr.  .h>hn  Klliot.a  lon^-  time  CMerk  of  the  County  ('ouncil 
of  York,  an  Enj^lish  attorney,  and  hy  a  Mr.  Powell,  of  Nor- 
folk, a  well-known  citizen  there.  Wo  di<l  not  see  any  of 
the  leaders,  unless  this  j^entleman.  Captain  Adam  (Jraham, 
might  l>e  so  CJilled.  1  was  confined  in  the  same  rooms  with 
})im  during  the  winter  of  18;i8,and  hecame  well  ac<|Uainted 
with  him  and  his  character.  He  was  consi«lered  one  of  the 
best  rifie  shots  in  North  York,  and  was  a  thoroughly  l>ravo 
man.  very  liealthy  and  robust.  Aft.M-  his  arrest  and  going 
to  gaol,  in  which  he  was  .some  months  before  making  him- 
self openly  know^n  to  me,  he  was  ne\er  formally  tried  for  his 
action.s.  I  atrain  recocrnized  him  as  seen  before.  1  knew 
him  again  at  Aurora  in  184.>,  and  saw  him  often  at  Aurora, 
on  or  near  his  1  irge  farm  there.  He  probably  had  lenity 
shown  him,  b  cau.se  he  was,  -is  I  understand,  connected 
in  some  way  with  a  militsr}  luan  called  Col.  Graham 
originally.  He  was  very  fearful  1  would  tell  the  Ciovern- 
ment  commi.ssion  what  I  knew  of  him,  but  he  soon  found 
out  my  honorable  character.  But  if  the  Government  had 
knowMi  what    I   knew,  he  would    never   have   escaped  so 
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easily.  I  saw  him  next  time  on  my  joiinicy  in  the  stjigti 
on  We(hieH(hiy,  the  (itli  <ljiy  of  December,  IH'M.  lie  and 
another  rillcman,  nanuMi  Alvos,  and  W.  Ij.  MeKenzie  were  the 
three  personH  who  stopped  the  stajife,  and  «lemanded  its  sur- 
render, witli  all  I'le  }>assen<jjers,  on  the  morning  of  that 
day,  and  the  moment  I  saw  him  I  reco«;iiized  him  as  the 
person  seen  the  day  before  guarding  the  roadway  at  Gal- 
lows Hill.  His  military  and  tall  appearanee  was  at  onc«i 
irecognized.  Had  the  whole  army  of  patriots  been  made 
up  of  such  men  as  A<lam  Graham,  Samuel  l^ount,  David 
Matthews  and  Anderson,  who  was  shot  by  Powell  so  treach- 
erously, Toronto  would  easily  have  been  taken.  We  simply 
noticed  a  lonj.ij  string  of  men  in  the  wootls  ;  for  then  the 
whole  country  there  was  a  forest.  After  standing  at  a 
distance  of  some  hundred  feet  away  we  returned  to  the 
city,  and  it  was  there  I  made  the  erujuiries  I  speak  of.  I 
saw  no  one  that  I  knew  except  Miles  O'Reilly,  and  I  think 
I  then  engaged  my  passage  from  the  stage  otfice,  kept  at 
the  Botsford  hotel,  for  next  morning,  the  (Jth,  and  returned 
to  my  mother-in-law's,  Mrs.  Sarah  Bostwick. 

I    WILL   SPEAK  OF  MKKTINO  W.  L.  MCKENZIE   ON   MY  JOUIINEY 
TO  HAMILTON  ON  THE  GTH  DECEMBER,  1837, 

When  the  stage  and  mails  were  taken  by  MeKenzie  and 
Colonel  Lount  at  the  Peacock  Inn,  five  miles  west  of  To- 
ronto, on  my  journey  with  other  passengers  to  Hamilton, 
pursuant  to  my  arrangement  on  Tuesday,  the  5th,  and 
of  my  w^alk,  20  miles.  We  passengers  started  early  m 
the  morning,  escorted  by  two  guards  on  horseback  armed 
with  guns.  One  I  did  not  know,  the  other  I  did,  named 
Hiram  G.  Bernard,  a  Yankee,  formerly  of  Hamilton, 
where  he  acted  as  a  circus  rider  in  1828-9,  and  where 
I  recollect  seeing  his  wife,  who  was  a  very  beautiful 
woman,  acting  in  1829,  as  a  ball  thrower,  throwing  up  balls 
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f»ver  her  head  and  catching  them  as  they  fell — which  is  a 
Japanese  dexterity  trick.  Sl»e  was  in  a  tent  there  per- 
forming this  and  other  tricks  Tor  [)ay.  We  went  (juietly 
along  Queen  Street,  all  wooded  tlu'ii,  and  through  the 
woods  of  the  alter-part  of  the  load  until  we  came  to  the 
hotel  called  the  Peacock  Inn.  Then  Huddenly  there  came 
out  Mr.  McKenziu  and  two  armed  men ;  one  was  Captain 
Adam  Graham  and  the  other  a  man  named  Alves.  I  did 
nob  know  the  stage  pas.sengers  ;  one  was  a  woman,  one  a 
Dutchman,  and  the  third  a  gentletnan  named  Whiting,  as 
i  nfterwards  learned.  I  merely  .saluted  McKenzie  and 
.shook  hands  with  him;  I  had  known  him  a  long  time  and 
wjis  an  agent  for  his  newspaper  in  Hamilton.  The  guard.** 
left  us  before  we  came  to  the  inn.  We  were  told  to  get 
out,  and  the  mail  man  tc  give  up  his  mail,  by  McKenzie. 
We  all  got  out.     An}'  acquaintance  would  have  done  this. 

He  probably  nskcd  mo  (which  I  can't  recollect)  what  the 
Oovernment  party  were  doing  in  Toronto,  but  if  so,  I  would 
have  truly  replied  I  could  not  tell.  1  saw,  as  I  have  said, 
no  one  on  Tuesday,  in  fact,  knew  no  one  in  the  city,  and 
could  have  given  no  information  to  him.  No  doubt  I  said 
I  was  hurrying  up  to  my  family  in  Hamilton  to  protect 
them,  which  he  had  learned  the  night  before  when  he  spoke 
to  me. 

He  said  nothing  about  Hamilton  or  its  affairs  to  me,  and 
probably  knew  no  one  there  who  knew  anything  about  the 
rising;  even  Allan  N.  McNabb,  the  Tory,  did  not  until  Mr. 
Alexander,  tlie  Governor's  chief  servant,  went  on  Wednes- 
day post-haste  to  see  him  there.  Mr.  Alexander  told  me 
about  this  two  years  ago,  gave  me  all  the  particulars  of  his 
going  on  Tuesday  night,  the  5th  December,  to  McNabb's. 
He  is  still  alive  in  Toronto,  and  about  my  age,  and  was 
many  years  the  crier  at  Osgoode  Hall  for  the  judges  in 
term.     He  was  then,  1837,  the  chief  servant  to  Sir  Francis 
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H.  Hojul.and  entruHtcd  in  liin  liousf  \vitl»  Jill  IiIh  plate  Muf 
chief  (locumcntH.  In  fact,  ho  fri;(ht('U<M|  wjih  the  (lovernor 
that  he  iiiudo  this  nuin  hiny  thciu  in  his  yard,  of  wliich  I 
will  attain  H])L'aU  whon  tfllin;^M>f  the  fright  of  the  C^ov^»^r)o^ 
and  his  household.  I  walkc'd  on  a8  fa^t  as  I  could.  pHs- 
Hinj(  Oakville,  i^alernio  and  Hronte,  and  at  niL;]jtfall,afteriv 
walk  of  ahout  twenty-one  niilcH,  stopped  over  ni|^ht  at  att 
hotel  with  Mr.  \Vllilin^^  very  tir  \  about  five  niiles  frorrr 
XelsoM.or  the  residence  of  Mr.  Cal<.  o  Hopkins,  wlunn  I  knew 
very  wed.  Now  on  uiy  way  I  saw  many  people  on  the  road, 
hut  spoke  to  non«'  of  anythinj^  go""^'  ^^^  '"  Toronto.  A- 
thouf^h  some  were  armed,  1  can't  recollect  doint^  so,  ac  1 
as  Mr.  Whiting  was  a  stran<(er  to  me  and  a  foreigner, 
prudence  would  have  stopped  me  doint^  j-o. 

I  don't  know  what  became  of  him  afterwards.  In  1889 
I  saw  him  in  (Jhica<(o  but  did  not  speak  to  him.  Karly  cm 
^riiursday,  the  8th  day  of  ])ecember,  the  day  of  the  batH».' 
at  Montgomery  Hill,  I  started  on  foot  and  walked  to  Mr. 
Caleb  Hopkins'  hou.se,  where  I  took  breakfast  with  him  arid 
his  wife,  and  talked  over  the  exciting  events  at  Toronto,  I 
believe  he  was  never  molested  in  any  way,  although  knoW!\ 
to  be  a  very  decided  Reformer,  and  had  been  4  representa- 
tive in  the  Upper  Canada  Legislature  before  the  rising,  1 
had  acted  in  183(3  as  his  attorney  at  his  election  in  Haltoii, 
when  he  and  my  brother  James  ran  against  Mr.  James 
Crooks  and  Absalom  Shade,  of  Gait,  a  Yankee  Tory  I 
believe  the  first  named  were  elected.  After  breakfast  I 
went  in  Mr.  Hopkins'  waggon  to  Mr.  Asahel  Davis'  farm- 
house, some  four  miles  nearer  Hamilton,  where  I  took 
dinner  and  got  his  horse  to  ride  to  Hamilton.  He  was  i/i 
old  and  respectable  farmer  and  a  client  of  mine.  On  ac- 
count of  my  stopping  there,  this  aged  and  worthy  man  was 
arrested  and  imprisoned  for  a  short  time — which  shows  the 
venom  and  hatred  of  the  then  Hamilton  Tories  to  me.     H^ 
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had  done  iiotliiiig,  only  ciitcrtaincMl  iw  :uul  loaned  mc  u 
horse  to  jjo  to  Hamilton.  When  within  .six  nul»*H  of  Ham- 
ilton on  horseback,  two  vonn;*'  men  whom  1  knew  not  but 
\Nho  knew  nu;  told  me  that  if  I  went  to  Hamilton  I  would 
l»e  in  danger  of  my  life,  arrested  and  treated  with  violence, 
«o  heated  and  violent  were  my  enemies  there.  1  didn't 
know  then  that  they  were  attacking  n»y  house  and  annoy- 
ing my  wife  and  fnitiily,  and  thought  under  the  circum- 
Htancea  of  the  town  and  ecjuntry  it  would  he  bettor  for  mo 
to  write  my  wife  and  her  sister  to  close  up  the  house  and 
}X0  to  her  mother's  in  Toronto,  and  I  wrote  her  by  one  (»f 
these  two  vouiili  men  to  do  so  an<l  1  wouM  meet  her  there 
ulso.  One  of  these  young  men  prondb<  d  to  deliver  her  this 
letter  that  nij^ht,  which  wus  done,  as  I  was  told  tiftv 
years  after  by  the  person  who  diil  this  kindness. 

He  was  a  carpenter,  living  near  Stony  Creek,  named 
Mr.  Hobson,  who  moved  to  Oxford,  became  wealthy,  and 
died  some  years  ago,  .he  other,  his  companion,  I  did  not 
know.  He  went  there  at  the  risk  of  beiuif  arrested  and 
left  my  letter  at  midnight.  The  Tory  rutiians  had  at  that 
time  been  at  my  house  (xnu  were  watching  for  me.  On 
doing  this  I  returned  to  Mr.  Asahel  ])avis'  house,  left  my 
papers  and  travelling-bag  at  his  house,  and,  taking  the  bor- 
rowed horse,  took  a  course  through  the  country  townships, 
which  I  thought  would  lead  me  to  Toronto  in  rear  of  the 
public  roads,  which  were  annoyed  by  Tory  spies  and  ruftians 
between  Nelson  and  Toronto.  There  were  many  of  such  peo- 
ple about  Oakville,  where  the  Chisholm  families  lived,  and 
as  I  found  out  soon  after,  to  my  sorrow,  about  Port  Credit 
and  Streetsville.  When  I  speak  of  such  people  I  don't 
wish  to  cast  any  discredit  on  any  man's  loyalty,  for  in  such, 
where  proper  and  genuine,  I  believe,  and  then  believed,  but 
my  readers  must  not  imagine  a  man's  .safety,  or  that  of  his 
family,  depended  on  hia  or  their  loyalty.     It  depended  on 
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whether  they  were  followers  of  u  vile,  selfish,  colonial  Fam- 
ily Compact,  made  up  of  little  upstarts,  stuck  into  ofiice  in 
overy  part  of  Upper  Canada,  as  1  have  before  said,  from 
the  bailiff  dependent  on  petty  magistrates  appointed  from 
Toronto,  or  families  arrogating  to  themselves  all  the  loy- 
alty in  the  province.  Now,  the  families  I  have  named, 
that  of  C^aleb  Hopkins  and  Asahel  Davis  sprang  from 
(amilies  in  the  United  States,  who  lost  all  they  had  for 
taking  part  with  England  (as  they  then  thought  it  was 
right),  and  fled  to  Canada  only  about  fift}'  years  before 
this  time  I  speak  of ;  in  other  words,  the^r  were  U.E.  Loyal- 
ists, loyal  to  responsible  government;  and  to  the  Queen,  in 
her  proper  place,  but  not  loyal  to  the  f."!*;  iie  and  persecut- 
ing partizans,  then  called  Tories,  and  their  dupes  and 
adjuncts.  Therefore,  in  a  time  like  this  the  imps,  the  tools, 
tlie  deluded  creatures  who  adhered  to  the  Tories,  for  office, 
were  ever^'where  seeking  to  arrest  old,  loyal  Canadians, 
such  as  ii  V  familv  were — Reformers. 

Unfortunately,  the  Irish  Protestants  adhered  too  much 
to  the  faction,  and  listened  to  their  insinuations  of  disloy- 
alty in  such  families  as  the  Hopkins  and  Davis  families. 

I  had  a  splendid  hor.^c  and  was  a  good  rider,  and,  know- 
iuLj  that  the  bloodhounds — the  nest  of  Tories  in  Hamilton 
— would  hear  of  my  near  approach  to  Hamilton  (as  it 
turned  out  to  be  the  case  that  very  afternoon)  and  would 
;  ttack  me  with  violence  if  they  could,  I  went  with  great 
peed  over  fifteen  miles  directly  north  through  the  hills 
f  Nasagawoya  township  to  the  rear  part  of  the  township 
.f  Es(juessmg,  then  almost  a  wihlerness,  and  struck  my 
course  in  almost  trackless  woods  from  tlie  one  township  to 
the  other,  being  guided  occasionally  in  the  dark  by  Scotch- 
men, strangers,  who  were  all  talking  about  the  Toronto 
trouble,  and  seemed  friendly  "^o  the  McKenzie  cause  in 
their  talk.     I  said  little  or  nothing  to  them  about  it,  .did 
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Ttot  mtike  myself  known,  but  have  no  doubt  that  hundreds 
would  have  joined  McKenzie's  rising  if  the}'^  had  had  a 
varning  in  time,  as  was  the  case  in  many  other  parts. 

Eqnessint^  is  {)eculiarly  an  old  Scotch  Reform  township, 
which  supported  and  elected  my  brother  James  and  Hop- 
kins in  183().  After  emerging  from  tlie  more  dense  woods 
a,rid  blind  roads,  from  information  given  me  I  went  along 
the  base  line  of  Equessing,  dividing  it  from  Erin,  to  the 
north,  and  stopped  about  eight  o'clock  at  a  log  shant}',  one 
of  the  very  wild-looking  settlers'  humble  cottages,  asked 
him  if  I  could  stop  with  him,  get  a  shed  for  my  horse,  and 
he  very  kindly  assented,  asking  me  no  questions,  nor  did  I 
ask  him  any.  I  said  I  only  wanted  a  bowl  of  milk  and 
some  bread  for  myself  and  hay  for  my  poor  horse,  which 
mast  have  travelled  that  afternoon  from  four  to  eight 
o'clock  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour,  part  of  the  day 
thirty  miles.  The  man  was  probably,  from  his  talk,  an 
Irish  settler,  hospitable  and  kind,  with  an  aged  wife  and 
no  children.     What  his  religion  w^as  I  could  not  tell. 

What  a  precious  thing  is  hosr)itality !  As  was  often  the 
cw.se,  his  humble  cabin  had  but  one  room  for  all  purposes, 
with  a  bedroom  adjoining.  A  large  rousing  fire  blazed  in 
a  stone  fireplace  with  plenty  of  logs  of  wood  in  it.  Ho 
gav-e  me  (his  wife  did)  a  bowl  of  buttermilk  and  some 
plain  dark  country  bread  ;  and,  seated  in  a  basswood  rock- 
ing-chair, I  sat  before  his  fire  and  ate  my  homely  meal 
with  a  good  relish  after  my  long  ride.  My  poor  horse  was 
put  into  a  log  shed,  not  much  protected  from  the  cold,  and 
fed  with  hay  or  straw.  Luckily  at  this  time  the  weather 
had  been  and  was  then  quite  mild,  unusually  so  for  Decem- 
ber, and  the  roads  and  country  bare  of  snow.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  I  had  come  down  in  a  steamer  from 
Hamilton  on  the  4th  of  December  to  Toronto  on  a  very 
Cftlm,  smooth  lake.     1  passed  quietly  the  hours  of  the  long 
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ni^ht  in  my  hasswood  eliair.  soiuotimt'.s  dozinj^',  ami  mostly 
thinkinof  of  the  torrihlo  cluin<:o  1  lia<l  imdcru-one  in  a  week-' 
I'roni  a  loviiiy  lioint-  in  H  uiiilron,  with  u  dear  and  loved 
yoiini.'  vvil't',  aid  nl"  tlie  prohablo  rosnit  of  events  in 
Toronto  and  Ciinada.  Hnly  oni*  who  liiul  my  thonghtR; 
n\y  doubts  and  foars,  not  oi>ly  frir  myself,  but  for  a  wife  F 
loved  dearor  than  my  life  -sucli  tliou'^lits  would  be  enon^b 
to  keep  anyone  awake:  but  nature  at  times  ha<l  to  give 
way  to  rest,  and  my  eyes  would  close  on  the  great  back- 
vvoods  fire  turnin;^  into  fnd)ers.  vSueb  a  time  was  the  one 
to  rely  on(b)d  and  Mis  protection.  !:ut  I  did  not,  I  am  3orry 
to  say,  then  suHiciiiitly  do  so.  I  was  younij,  and  had  seet) 
life  before  me  <^reen  and  j)romisinL»',  and,  as  too  many 
young  men  tlo,  thou<;lit  I  could  do  without  a  communion 
with  God  all  tlit>  time.  We  are  with  Uod  i'l  the  nicrht  of 
sorrow,  in  the  silent  luHirs  of  the  niuht.  and  in  the  bright 
day.  With  Him  we  go  to  rest  and  witli  Him  we  awake, 
and  the  wisest,  only  wise  course,  is  to  ask  God's  assistance 
At  last  a  bright  sun  arose  in  the  east  and  a  fine  frost 
covered  the  ground.  It  was  ;■,  lovely  winter's  morning, 
not  very  cold,  with  a  bright  sun  on  the  road,  crisp  to  toe 
feet.  Without  any  breakfast,  and  not  having  .spoken  to 
my  host  about  my  name  or  journey,  thanking  him  for  his 
kindness,  I  started  oM'  at  a  smart  trot  of  eio'ht  oi*  ten  miles 
an  hour  eastward  along  the  town  line  towards  Toronto 
and  Chinguacoucy  and  the  Civdit  Kiver  above  George- 
town, ten  miles  or  more.  A  countryman  ran  calling  after 
me,  but  I  did  not  stop  to  know  his  w^ants.  I  crossed  the 
river  somewhere  into  Chinguacoucy  and  followed  the  River 
Credit  for  almost  twenty  miles,  perhaps  more,  until  noon, 
seeing  no  one  and  taking  no  food  until  the  afternoon, 
when  I  stopped  at  a  farmer's  house  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  a  mile  from  Streetsville. 

I  did  not  know  the  country  or  where  I  was,  nor  its  m~ 
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habitantH.  Here,  as  before,  a  farmer's  wife  wa.s  k'uui, 
and  gave  me  a  comfortable  meal.  Who  her  husband  weui  I 
never  knew,  nor  asked.  The  farmer  and  his  wife  wtire' 
very  kind  and  pleasant.  Now  let  me  deviate  a  mom<iri.t 
from  the  journey.  The  country  thi\)uuh  which  I  padded. 
as  compared  with  its  appearanc(3  now,  was  almost  % 
wilderness,  two-thirds  woods,  but  veiy  lovely,  as  t'le 
Credit  valley  from  the  Caledon  hills  is.  There  were  few,  if 
any,  mills  up  the  river.  Georgetown  scarcely  existed; 
Brampton  was  only  a  hamlet,  and  Streetsviile  the  la'-^est  vti- 
lage  about  then.  Oakville  was  a  small  village.  Br.t  1  saw  lo 
evidence  of  any  rebellion  or  disturbance  atnong  the  peoj/i.'. 
They,  scattered  as  they  were,  never  had  heard  any  parti- 
culars of  the  rising — had  no  time,  indeed,  to  hear  of  it ;  y^^t 
this  day,  Thursday,  the  7th  day  of  December.  1837,  was  tb/^ 
day  on  which  the  final  skirnush  or  bjittle  was  fought  be- 
tween the  patriots,  or  insurgents,  and  the  Tories  at  JMooG- 
gomery  Hill,  in  which  McKenzie  was  defeated.  All  whus 
quiet  as  I  passed  along  the  day  l)efore ;  and  on  this  d>xy, 
with  few  exceptions  of  talk.  Now  Streetsville  was  th-* 
greatest  nest  of  Tories  in  the  country,  and  had  many  weii- 
known  Tory  families  in  it,  and  many  Orangemen  in  it.  I 
did  not,  however,  know  this,  and  seeing  a  village  then^^ 
after  my  dinner  at  the  farmer's  near  night,  I  thought  I 
would  go  there  and  sleep  over  night  (tiied  ars  I  was)  and  go 
on  next  morninof.  I  was  conscious  all  the  time  that  I  wan 
running  away  not  from  any  crime  conniiitted,  but  only  ';.j 
go  to  my  mother-in-law's  house  in  Toronto  to  meet  tny 
wife,  to  whom  I  had  written  to  meet  me  there. 

I  did  not  expect  to  be  arrested  for  any  imaginary  crime, 
or  because  I  was  a  Reformer.  I  did  not  know  that  I  wa^i 
going  into  a  hornets'  nest  of  Tories,  so  I  crossed  the  river 
on  a  bridge,  went  to  an  hotel  and  put  up  my  horse  for  the 
night.     No  news  had  then  been  heard  there  about  the  fcatr- 
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tie,  HO  far  as  I  heard,  althougli  it  is  possible  the  news  had 
come.  McKenzie  that  ni^ht  stopped,  as  will  be  seen  after, 
at  Cooksville,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Wilcox,  now  decejised. 
Miss  Hamilton  tol<l  me  all  about  what  took  place  two 
ytars  ago.  She  is  the  aunt  of  a  Miss  Hamilton,  a  school- 
teacher about  whom  I  will  speak  hereafter. 

I  fiad  not  been  there  half-an-hour  when  I  was  asked  by 
some  suspicious  fellows  (^ Tories)  who  I  was  an<i  where  I 
was  going  ?  They  said  my  appearance  was  suspicious.  I 
very  frankly  told  them  who  I  was,  nnd  my  name,  and 
where  I  was  going.  "Oh,"  said  they,  "  that  name  '  Durand  * 
IS  a  well-known  name,"  and  so  it  was,  for  my  brother 
♦iames  had  been  elected  a  men  jer,  in  183G,  in  that  vicinity 
(Trafalgar).  A  part  of  the  County  of  Halton  adjoins  Streets- 
ville.  "  You  are  a  lleformer  and  a  well-known  one — a 
Hamilton  lawyer,  an  active  friend  of  the  rebellion  in  Tor- 
onto, and  we  must  detain  you  here  until  we  hear  from  the 
city  !  "  "  What  have  you  against  me  ? "  said  I.  "  I  am  not 
guilty  of  any  crime,  and  know  nothing  of  the  rebellion." 
"'  Never  mind,"  said  they,  "  we  will  detain  you  here,"  and 
«ome  armed  men,  Orangemen,  kept  me  in  a  room.  That 
night  they  gave  me  my  supper  and  a  bed  on  the  floor,  over 
which  they  kept  guard  with  muskets.  What  could  I  do 
but  submit  to  force  an<l  await  events  ?  I  think  I  wrote 
to  Toronto,  so  that  my  wife,  who  I  expected,  would  go  to 
Toronto,  as  directed  by  my  letter,  might  hear  from  me. 

I  was  in  custody  here  of  these  ruffians  about  a  week, 
during  which  several  kind  Streets ville  people  called  to  see 
me,  among  them  a  merchant  named  Sheldon,  a  brother  of 
Mr.  William  B.  Sheldon,  a  very  old  acquaintance  of  mine  in 
Hamilton,  and  one  of  its  first  residents.  This  gentleman, 
knowing  the  ruffians  into  whose  power  I  had  got,  came  to 
me  and  whispered  quietly  that  he  would  supply  me  with  a 
hoi  .se  and  saddle  at  a  private  place  near  the  hotel,  which  I 
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could  mount  at  nij^ht  and  escape  to  the  American  lines 
He  said  no  one  coul<l  overtake  me  with  that  horse.  Such 
kindness  to  a  stranger,  as  I  was  to  him,  surprise<l  me,  but 
after  thankinj^  him  kindly  for  his  offer  I  ..aid  I  was  sure  to 
bo  discharged  in  a  few  days  as  I  certainly  had  taken  no 
pait  in  the  McKenzie  rising.  He  said  in  such  times  as  thi.s 
no  Rcformer'could  get  justice  from  the  persecuting  Tories, 
which  turned  out  to  be  too  true  in  my  case.  He  was  in 
business  in  Streetsville  and  knew  the  people  there.  One  of 
the  men  active  in  my  arrest  and  detention  was  a  Mr 
Barnhart,  who  had  been  a  sheriff's  assistant  and  gaoler 
in  Toronto  before  that.  The  late  Mr.  Watson,  who  died  in 
1895  in  Toronto,  was  there  as  a  looker-on  and  often  spoke 
to  me  of  the  fact  of  seeing  me  in  custody.  The  neighbor- 
hood of  Streetsville  wjis  then  inhabited  by  many  very- 
bitter  partizan  Tories  and  Orangemen  who  had  opposed 
and  persecuted  the  late  W.  L.  McKenzie  in  his  elections  in 
that  part  of  the  county  of  Peel  ;  in  fact,  had  once  mobbed 
him.  There  was  a  family  named  McOrath  (among  them 
Captain  McGratli  at  Springfield),  well  known  there  for  their 
Tory  bitterness.  A  village  called  Derry  West  was  a  great 
Tory  nest.  I  call  these  men  Tories  in  contradistinction  to 
Liberal-Conservatives  of  the  present  day,  who  are  more 
liberal,  and  as  sons  of  old  Tories  now  dead  are  much  more 
in  favor  of  political  reforms  than  even  the  so-called  Re- 
formers themselves. 

No  doubt  all.  or  nearlv  all,  concerned  in  my  then  .arrest 
are  dead.  One  who  was  a  young  man — and  who  assisted  \n 
escorting  me  to  Toronto  to  be  confined  under  Captain  Mc- 
Orath— named  Donaldson,  is  alive  in  Toronto,  and  is  an 
emigration  agent  now  in  Toronto.  He  and  I  often  talk 
over  this  affair.     He  is  of  niy  age  and  still  hale  and  hearty. 

I  don't  doubt  that  most  who  took  part  in  my  arrest  were 
actuated  by  what  they  calletl  loyal   motives  in  such  timen 
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w  thoHo  (;f  1887,  especially  hh  {>eoplc  were  then  in  active 
rohellion  in  tlio  (bounty  oi'  York.  Here  I  rejuained  about 
u  week,  whe!i  orders  came  from  Toronto  that  I  and  several 
^jthers  in  Streetsville  and  CookHville  (amonuj  those  in  the 
last  place  was  a  very  respectable  American  inerciiant  named 
Lewis)  were  to  beconveyc<l  under  arrest  to  Toronto.  Dur- 
ing my  week's  detention  I  liad  heard  nothing  froiii  any 
Ineuds  or  my  wile.  I  will  detail  the  particulars  of  my 
Irip  under  a  military  snob  called  Captain  McGrath  from 
Strcetsville  to  Toronto  and  show  how  self-important  and 
dictatorial  he  was.  This  infamous  proceeding  towards  me 
iR  surprising,  but  all  liberty  and  men's  rights  had  Hed,  as 
••well  for  n\en  as  women.  VV^liat  right  had  rutlians  to  stop 
/nt.  because  I  bore  the  name  of  a  pioneer,  loyal  name,  and 
was  only  a  Reformer  :* 

After  this  I  will  give  the  account  of  the  battle  of  Mont- 
gomery Hill,  alluding  to  the  escapes  of  McKenzie,  Rolph, 
lK)unt  and  Gibson  ;  the  arrest  of  David  Matthews,  and 
some  account  of  the  cruelties  of  the  Tories  to  the  prisoners 
and  Reformers. 

Well,  on  the  important  day  of  my  conveyance  to  To- 
ronto, early  in  the  morning,  on  about  the  15th,  a  cavalcade 
oi  horsemen  drew  up  before  my  hotel  in  military  array, 
perhaps  twenty-five  of  them,  under  McGrath,  and  three 
or  four  prisoners  were  placed  in  a  waggon.  There  was  no 
Hnow  on  the  ground.  We  were  not  placed  in  irons,  but 
t'lowded  together. 

The  order  was  given,  "  Attention,  men  !  March  !  " — and 
oi!  we  went  on  a  slow  trot,  or  at  times  a  walk,  to  Springfield, 
four  miles  off.  There  we  were  left  in  the  cold  for  one  hour, 
until  the  order  of  march  to  Toronto  should  be  arranged. 
(Japtain  McGrath  came  out  and  called  the  attention  of  his 
men  to  this  strict  order :  "  Men,  we  are  about  to  proceed 
BOW  on  our  journey  to  Toronto  with  these  prisoners.     We 
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flo  not  know  \vl\iit  may  occur  on  our  journey.  It  is  poasihlo 
attempts  may  he  mvvU^  to  rescue  tlio  prisoners.  '»Ve  are  in 
porilous  times.  My  onler.s  are.  men,  that  il'  any  attempt  ho 
wiade  to  rescue  tliese  prinoners  from  you,  to  slioot  the 
prisoners  an<l  do  your  duties  in  repellinjj^  tlie  attack."  I 
irive  the  substance  of  wliat  he  said.  What  a  brute  such  a 
man  was  !  1 ! 

"Attention,  men  !   March!' — and  olV  we   went  again  in 
the    waggon  to  C'ooksvillo.     Here  we   stopped  for  a  few 
minutes   to  allow   Mr.    Lewis,  the  merchant,  t(    enter  our 
waggon,  and  again   we  set  oft*  for  Toronto,  occasionally 
stopping  at  taverns,  until  we  arrived  at  the  old  Parlia- 
mentary buildings— the  north-westerly  wing   of  them  - 
where  we  were  taken  out  of  the  waggon  and  placed  in  a 
large   room   upstairs.     The   building  was   guarded   by    a 
HCjuad  of  militia  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Walter 
McKenzie.     This  gentleman  had   taken  an  active  part  in 
putting  down  the  incipient  rebellion — had  shot,  he  sai<l 
his  man  at  Montgomery  Hill,  and  was  now  on  duty  here 
A  fair,  tall  young  fellow  he  was,  and  in  every  way  a  brave, 
excellent  man — in  later  life,  as  all  know,  a  most  gentle  and 
pure  man,  and  devoted  friend  of  mine.     He  was  Secretary 
of  the  Governor,  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  then.     I  need  not 
here  say  that  his  family  was  in   England  a  military  one. 
His  courtesy  to  my  then  dear  young  wife  upon  her  calling 
the  next   day  after  my  arrival  I  never  forgot,  and  we 
often,  in  his  lifetime,  talked  about  the  matter. 

Well,  now,  who  was  in  the  room  assigned  to  us — for  we 
were  considered  important  prisoners — brought  there  by  an 
important  man  ?         .  . 

J  found  thus  temporary  place  of  confinement  in  every 
way  comfortable.  I  think  Mrs.  Bostwick's  people  sent  me 
bedclothing.  Our  victuals  were  supplied  by  the  Govern- 
ment authorities,  and  were  such  as  gentleman  should  have 
supplied  to  them. 
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I  found  myself  in  compatiy  with  new  friends,  and  very 
respectable  ones. 

in  our  company  of  prisoners  wero  Dr  Thomas  Morrison, 
one  of  the  Liberal  leaders  of  the  province  and  a  member  of 
the  Lejrijjlature ;  James  Leslie,  a  close  friend  of  W.  L 
McKenzie — his  father  having  been  the  earliest  Canadian 
friend  of  this  agitator  and  now  leader  of  the  rebellioiA. 
Mr.  Leslie's  father  died  at  Dundas  over  sixty  years  ago,  ai^ 
spoken  of  before ;  and  this  his  son  was  a  very  distinguished 
writer,  bookseller  and  druggist  in  Toronto,  also  mentioned 
before.  He  is  now  dead,  also  Mr.  Catheart,  a  Scotchman 
and  leading  merchant  in  Toronto,  whose  monument  has  % 
conspicuous  place  in  the  Necropolis ;  he  died  forty  years 
ago.  Mr.  John  Doel,  a  leading  brewer  of  Toronto,  whose 
eldest  son,  the  Rev.  John  Doel,  and  his  next  son,  Wm.  H. 
Doel,  a  magistrate,  are  still  alive  in  Toronto,  very  aged.  I 
think  James  Harvey  Price  was  also  for  a  time  there.  He 
was  the  Secretary  of  the  Province  under  the  after  Govern- 
ment of  Robert  Baldwin.  Mr.  Lewis,  who  came  with  me  as 
a  prisoner,  was  also  there ;  also  Dr.  Hunter,  a  talented  writer 
and  active  man,  but  innocent  of  any  crime,  father  of  Dr 
James  Hunter  of  Stouffville  and  of  the  late  Mr.  Edwin 
Hunter  of  Newmarket,  now  dead.  There  may  have  been 
others.  We  were  made  very  comfortable  by  the  (Jov- 
ernment,  and  were  before  Christmas  removed  to  the 
great  prison  then  on  Toronto  St.,  opposite  the  Deputy- 
Receiver  General's  Office,  now  converted  into  law  offices. 
This  I  knew  because  we  all  took  our  Christmas  turkey 
and  plum  pudding,  sorrowful  although  it  was  with  the 
gentlemanly  gaoler,  the  late  Mr.  John  Kidd,  of  whom  I 
shall  often  speak  in  this  narrative.  He  was  no  common 
person,  but  a  gentleman,  courteous  though  firm.  Little 
had  I  expected  to  spend  my  first  Christmas  after  my 
marriage  in  this  place  or  manner. 
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.JuHf]r«»  wliat  lil)erty  existed  in  ilii.s  country  from  the 
al)ovo  facts!!  1  ami  Mr.  Lewis  wore  ,i»uilty  of  no  ortence. 
I  was  a  Reformer.  Mr.  Lt.'wis  lm])]u;no(l  to  lie  an  American 
raerchant.  The  man  who  l)roii<;I»t  us  to  'I'oronto  was  a  de- 
testable Irish  snob  I  I  had  to  |)iiy  my  tavern  bill  at 
Streetsville !  My  horse  was  stolen  and  conticated,  as  I 
never  heard  what  became  of  it !  I  What  an  honest  set  they 
were ! 

MCKKN/IKS  HRAVEUY.— MKKTIN'J;    IIIM    HKl'OKE 
Tills  ItKTnUN   JOUHNIIV. 

This  is  a  very  inter»\stin«;'  ch.Mptcr,  and  I  hopf  my  reaclers 
will  pay  particular  attention  to  it,  as  the}'  will,  I  am  .sure, 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  under  the  circumstances  .stated 
I  was  innocent  of  all  participation  in  th«'  rising,  and  inno- 
cent in  every  respect,  notwithstanilint»"  my  lonr(  imprison- 
ment, trial,  and  loss  of  everything  I  had.  No  man  was 
used  worse  than  I  was  in  the  whole  affair.  I  wish  to  give 
a  plain  and  truthful  account  of  what  1  .saw  on  the  oth  and 
6th  December. 

I  wish  now  to  give  an  exposition  of  what  was  done  in 
Toronto,  as  seen  by  me  on  the  said  two  days  in  December; 
also  how  I  left  my  family  in  Hamilton.  After  explaining 
these  facts,  I  will  state  how  mv  wife  was  used  on  those 
days  and  on  her  trip  to  Toronto. 

I  have  also  explained  my  attempt  to  return  to  Hamilton, 
which,  in  proper  form,  .should  come  after  n\y  trip  down. 
My  family,  wife,  and.  her  sister,  then  Miss  Mary  White,  of 
Toronto,  who  afterwards,  in  1848,  married  Mr.  (ieorge 
Hazleton  White,  the  well-known  Yorkville  builder,  were 
left  in  safety  and  the  greatest  comfort  when  I  left  with 
steamer  for  Toronto  on  the  'Ith  December.  There  was  a 
good  servant-girl  in  the  house,  and  every  household  com- 
fort. My  expectation  w^as  to  stay  all  the  week  in  Toronto, 
and  return  Saturday  night,  the  9th  December,  not  expect- 
19 
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in^  to  be  ill  any  way  Mtopiu'tl  in  my  Inw  work,  and  that  tli» 
Court  would  sit  as  usual  in  Micliaclnuis  'I'orni,  as  al'ornHaid. 

I  \uu\  a  doctor  wlio  atti  iiiltd  in  iv^'ularcaills  at  my  house. 
We  livM'd  juHt  tlion  on  \V»'lHnyt(>n  Street,  on  the  then  out- 
bkirts  of  the  city. 

1  have  hel'ore  descrilM'tl  my  pleasant  jourtioy  down,  and 
safe  arrival  at  Mrs.  Widow  Host  wick  s,  my  wife's  mother, 
at  dark  that  nigiit,  the  4th. 

It  is  not  easy  always  to  avoi<l  n-petitions  in  referring  to 
various  journeys,  so  my  readers  will  par<l(ai  any  seeming 
repetitions  in  theses  two  journeys  :  the  iirst  to  Toronto  from 
my  liome  and  wife  :  the  othei*  the  one  nuideon  my  attempt- 
ed return,  and  the  third  on  my  I'oreed  return  luider  arreyt 
to  pris(>n. 

The  journey  to  Toronto  has  been  in  part  referred  to,  and 
my  t^ist  knowledo-e  of  tlte  upiisin^;  also  my  goin<^  to  the 
city  on  Tuesday  morninj^  to  see  if  [  could  attend  the  Court, 
tindiniij  the  city  in  an  iiproa)'. 

I  corresponded  some  time  since  with  a<^entleman  now  in 
Wisconsin  who  was  in  the  three  davs'  movements  on  tlie 
Qovernmeni  siile,  and  who  gave  me  the  knowledi^e  of  what 
he  saw.  He  was  then  a  young  man  just  out  from  England, 
and  had  been  a  volunteer  there  in  the  militia.  He  was  of 
my  age.  Ho  was,  as  it  were,  forced  into  the  Government 
service.  He  saw  what  tool:  place  at  the  market  and  gar- 
rison. He  says  they  had  three  small  cannon — one  in  the 
garrison,  one  in  the  market,  and  one  at  the  Bank  of  Upper 
Canada.  They  had  the  muskets  all  in  the  market  place. 
He  also  went  up  to  Montgomery  Hill  battle. 

On  Tuesday,  the  5th,  I  went  up  to  dlallows  Hill  with  Mr. 
John  Elliott,  then  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  of  York, 
now  dead,  and  Mr.  Powell,  of  Norfolk,  to  see  of  what  the 
insurgents  consisted,  before  alluded  to. 

The  road  was  guarded  by  one  Adam  Graham,  a  sentinel. 
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1  (lid  nut  Uiiow  \\\H  luiiiic  then.  1  ^aw  liiiu  oiithi  ncxtdas 
undor  anus  taking  the  sta;^o.  Uo  was  niso  in  tlio  skirmish 
on  Yon^e  Strn't  on  Tiu'srhiy,  as  1  un«h'rsU)od. 

We   sniil   n<»tliinu'  to  anvonr;  di<l   not  sn'  :iiiv    of    llio 
leiulerH.     Tho  men  in  anus  wt'i'c  locatt'd  in  a  liiu-  rast  and 
wt\st  alon^  tht!  top  of  the  hill,  iimont,^  tho  twos.     We   thun 
ri!t\n"ntMl  to  tlu'  city.      York  ville  was  then  in  tin-  Nvoods,  with 
a  few  hoUHt'H  scattert'fl  ahout.      I  went  then  to  tlie  eity.aiul. 
ixa  1  have  said,  made  eii(|uii'ies  ahout  tiie  all'air  as  well  as  1 
eould.     Saw  Mr.  ()'K«'illy  and  talked  with  him  ;  hnnid  out 
there  was  to  he  no  Court;  (hatall  were  underarms.    CouKl 
not  sec  anyone  1  knew.      [  tried  to  lind  oul  Dr.  I'olph  and 
Mr.  Bidwell,  hut  could   not.     After  this   returned  to  Mrs. 
lioMtwick's  and   took   diinicr.     Upon  i,^oiii)';  u[i,  I   saw  tie- 
menHcen  at  ({allows  Hill,  on  Bloor  Street;  ilid  not  see  whu 
waa  on  guard.     They  were  in  a  line  east  and  west  on  Bloor 
Street.     Several  were  on  horsehack,  I'idin;;-  up  and  down  on 
Yonge  Street.     A  young  man  named   Kdnuuid.son,  in  the 
commissariat  department,  as  I  afterwards  heai'd,  was  one 
of  them,     'i'he  line  of  men  was  a   long  one.     You  will  re- 
member  that  even  Bloor  Street  was  quite  wooded,  and  all 
about  unsettled.     Old  ]\lr.  Bloor  lived  there  on  the  east  side. 
-Mrs.  Bostwick's  house  was  the  oidy  good  house  seen  there, 
except  Bloor's.     The  Red  Lion  inn  was  of  course  there,  for 
it  was  in  it  McKenzie  had  received  a  gold  plate  some  yearH 
before.     JJr.    Home's    house  was    in    the    woods  ;    so  waa 
Sherifi'  Jarvis'. 

The  most  active  insurgent  1  saw  on  hurseback  was  one 
Mr.  Milburn,  an  Englishman  of  Thornliill,  afterwards  Cus- 
tom-house ofheer  at  Oakville,  appointed  to  that  oflHce  by  the 
Baldwin  Government  in  1844  or  1848.  He  was  very  ac- 
tive, and,  strange  to  say,  seems  never  to  have  been 
punished  for  treason.  He  rode  a  fine  grey  horse  ;  was  no 
doubt  in  the  fight  on  Yonge  Street  on  Tuesday  night,  san  e 
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(lay.  Mr.  (ijior;^^  I)u<;j;mi  wa.s  a  |iris<)iu'r  .iinniijr  th»»  ivholH, 
or  patriots,  too,  at  tlm  tiiiiu — at'tcrwanls  .Jiid^r  of  the 
(>ounty  ('ourt;  iiini  I  <li<l  not  sci',  Imt  kmnv  iiliii  woll. 
Mr.  Millaii'i)  lias  Imjoji  <.loa<l  now  ovrr  twciitv  vcarH.  Ho 
was  a  very  'iric,  iinuily  IVllow  ,  a  thorough  En;^di.shiijan, 
Ho  liv(!(l  tlicn,  in  1«S.M7.  ami  many  years  alti-r, at  'rhoriihill, 
»intil  appointod  Custoin-lionsc  olliL'»'r  iiy  tlic  Ualdwin  (iov- 
crninont.  Sow,  I  hvirnod  ii:  tlu'  at'tcrnoon,  alter  speaking 
to  Mr.  Haidwin,  thai  a  depntation  liad  luen  sent  by  Sir 
Krancis  liond  Head,  at  tl»e  instance  of  Col.  William  H. 
Jarvis,  Siiftrifrol'  York,  consisting' of  l{ol>ert  Baldwin  and 
Dr.  .lolm  Ilolph,  under  the  escort  of  Mr.  MuLfli  (Jurmicluiel, 
a  Scotchman,  wh()m  I  knew  many  years  al'tei-.  to  sec  the 
leaders  of  the  ri.sin^,  and  ascertain  what  they  or  the  p«M)j)lo 
with  tluMii  wanted  :  what  their  «;rievances  were,  and  it' 
th(;y  woidd  lay  down  their  arms  upon  the  (governor.  Sir 
P^-ancis  H.  Herul,  ^ratilin;j^  their  rei|uest.  'I'hat  was  the  re- 
port, a!id  Ml".  Baldwin  was  waitinrr,  as  one  of  the  cxp(>di- 
tion,  when  \  saw  and  spoke  to  him.  Di'.  Kolph  was  not 
there,  and  I  did  not  sec  him  at  all  with  Mr.  Baldwin,  al- 
thouji^h  I  knew  him  well.  I  am  j)ei'fectly  cognizant  of  all 
these  facts,  that  is,  to  what  1  saw  an<l  heard.  After  this 
c(mversation  with  Mr.  Baldwin  I  again  went  to  the  city 
from  Mrs.  Bostwick's  to  Botsford's  hotel,  and  the  city 
seemed  very  (|ui(!t.  There  did  not  appear  to  be  much  ex- 
citenKmt,  although  1  was  not  at  the  market,  perhaps,  when 
it  was  going  on.  It  seemed  to  me  as  if  the  (jo'eniment 
party  were  stupefied  or  quiet,  awaiting  events.  I  only  saw 
one  expedition  up  by  Baldwin  and  Rolph,  and  then  only 
spoke  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  although,  as  I  learned,  there  w^as  a 
second  expedition  up  under  the  same  Mr.  Carmichael,  which 
I  heard  afterwards. 

I  am  now  treading  on  the  grounds  of  a  controversy  as 
between  Baldwin  and  Dr.  Rolph,  as  well  as  between  Mc- 
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Ken/ie  an<l  ll<>][>h,  as  to  wliat  took  place  in  thin  iIh<(  »>\' 
truce  laisiiu'SH.  I  know  nothin;;  alxail  it  except  what  I 
there  saw,  hnt  have  heard  a  ;(reat  deal,  pro  and  eon.  Hinee, 
and  havt«  ni\  (>wn  convictions  ahout  it.  Alter  inv  conveisa- 
tlo!i  with  Mr.  Baldwin,  ha\  in^  taken  my  diinier,  I  went 
a«j;ain  to  the  tity  to  make  anan^^ements  to  ^o  to  Hamilton, 
and  was  dow  n  tlu-rc  until  near  dark. 

Eveiyone  knows  how  suddenly  darkness  comes  on  at  tins 
beason  of  the  vear.  I  started  to  e-o  home,  and  tlie  wliole  of 
Yon^e  Street,  altej"  leavin;;;  Alhert  Strei.'t,  \;as  unsettled-  - 
in  fact,  in  a  .state  of  cultivated  licit  Is  ;  even  where  the  Metro- 
politan CMitnch  is  now  was  u  cultisated  lieM;  when?  St. 
Jumes'  S<|uaie  and  the  Model  School  are  now  was  half 
woods;  all  ahove  Cailton  was  a  hcech  wood.  I  used  to 
>hoot  jiii^eons  there  after  I  canu;  from  Chica;;o  in  1S44. 
Wliere  (iloucisttM-  Street  is,  and  Mrs.  C'awthra's  (or  Mrs. 
Murray,  as  they  say)  was  covered  with  small  pine  trees  u]> 
to  1S45.  1  and  my  first  wife  have  had  many  a  plea.sant 
walk  on  these  ]»ine  proves  in  184-'). 

I  will  refer  now  to  the  hattle  of  Vono;e  Street,  skirmish. 
Tue.sda}'  ni<^ht,  5th  Dec,  l.s37,aft«'r  which,  I  will  a«^ain  refei- 
to  the  Ha;;;  ol  ti-uceaflair.  Wi'll,  ha vini^  started  to  come  home 
I  travelled  to  M(  ( Jill  Street.  Then;  I  saw  Col.W.  B.  .larvis  in 
the  street.  lie  knew  me  personally,  as  sheritf,  as  he  had  seen 
me  in  court  often,  and  prohably  from  busine.'-s  done  with 
him.  I  .said  1  was  «;'oing  to  .stopover  ni^ht  with  Mr.s.  Bost- 
wick,  my  mother-in-law,  whom  ho  knew,  and  that  I  was 
down  t<)  tlu'  citv  to  attend  to  the  sittin«.;s  of  Term  (jn  law 
business  front  Hamilton.  Hl'  replied:  '1  hope  you  are 
takin<^  no  part  in  this  risin*>',  or  trouble,  and  will  not  do  so." 
"No,"  said  I,  ''  I  am  (piite  ignorant  of  the  whole  atiair,  and 
was  surprised  to  hear  of  it."  "  Pass  on,  then,"  he  says.  He  had 
a  company  of  n)en  poste<l  in  Jonat.  .i  Scott's  house,  McGill 
Street,  which  I  afterward  hoard,  but  knew  nothing' of  them, 
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whicl^  cwinpnny  woiv  in  coniinaiid  of  Mr.  Jolui  HilliavH 
(yameroii,a  lawyrr, at'ttTwanls  so  lon^  nml  well  known  as  a 
loading  lawyer  in  Upper  Canada.  He  Avas  one  of  the  most 
active  Benchers  of  the  La\\  Society,  and  has  heen  dead  now 
near  twenty  years.  T  knew  nothing  of  the  military  opera- 
tions going  on,  noi*  what  Col.  Jarvis  was  doing  there.  1 
proceeded  ((uii'.kly  fioni  him  to  near  Mail  land  Street,  an(i 
was  suddenly  .st()|)ped  by  a  loiul  challenge  fi'om  some  men 
walking  in  the  dark  near  CJrosvenor  Street,  where  there  was 
a  .small  creek  or  bridge — '  Who  goes  there  :*  "  Being  thus 
challenged  I  knew  not  what  to  do,  excej^t  to  en(i|uireif  Mr^ 
W.  L.  McKcnzie  was  among  them,  which  T  thought  was 
the  case.  He  innnediately  and  hurriedly  stepped  out  of 
the  ranks  of  the  men  in  the  dusk  of  the  night — the  dark- 
ness w'as  then  approaching.  He  was  the  only  person  that 
I  could  have  called  to  my  release,  or  that  knew^  me,  as  I 
was  an  entire  stranger  to  the  surrounding  country,  and  in 
the  city  with  a  few  exception.'-.  1  asked  him  to  let  me 
pass  on  to  Mrs.  Bostwick's,  as  I  was  in  Toronto  on  law- 
business.  He  k?ie\v  me  jtersonally  from  my  writing  in  his 
paper,  the  Consiituiion,  as  \vell  as  from  having  seen  me  in 
Hamilton  and  perhaps  at  times  in  Toronto.  When  I  ask- 
ed him  to  let  me  go  on  to  my  mother-in-laws  house,  he  re- 
plied, "  Will  you  not  join  us  ?  "  "  No,"  said  I,  "  I  am  ignor- 
ant of  this  whole  matter,  "  as  you  know."  "  Am  on  law- 
business  in  the  city."  "Will  take  no  part  in  it."  "  Have 
left  my  family  and  home  unprotected  in  Hamilton." 
"  Pass  on,  then,  said  he."  All  this  said  and  done  only 
took  half  a  miimte.  I  hastened  on,  skulking  close  to 
the  shadow  of  a  high  fence  for  perhaps  a  hundred 
yards,  I  thought  I  heard  persons  inside  the  fence  talk- 
ing, probably  scouts.  Suddenly,  above  Maitland  Street, 
near  old  Mr.  Sharpe's  then  shoe-shop  and  house,  a  squad  of 
men   with  lances  (long-handled  lances,  made  by  Lount's 
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orders  at  Hollaml  Laiidin<j)  cried  out,  "  Who  goes  tliere  / " 
and  left  the  ranks  and  ran  at  me,  to  stab  nie,  as  I  thought. 
What  could  I  say  or  do  :*  If  1  bad  said,  "  A  friend,"  they 
would  not  have  heeded  it.  My  name  tbey  did  not  know, 
being  an  utter  stranger  to  them.  So  I  tliought  my  situation 
w  IS  one  of  death.  They  baii  a  rij^ht  to  look  on  me  as  a 
skulking  spy  on  them. 

Luckily,  at  that  moment  firing  coiiunenced  in  front. 
McKenzie's  column  had  readied  nt  or  below  Carlton  Street, 
very  near  Jarvis's  men.  It  is  only  about  three  hundred 
feet  from  where  he  was.  The  men  who  were  assaulting 
me  ran  into  the  ranks  again,  and  I  ran  as  I  never  did  be- 
fore, at  the  risk  of  my  life,  to  Clover  Hill,  close  by  the 
place  where  I  built  a  house  in  1847  and  lived  for  forty 
years.  James  Stitt  lived  in  a  l>rick  house  near  that  before 
I  built  there,  on  the  east  side.  He  was  a  carter  and  after- 
wards a  Custom-house  appraiser.  When  firing  commenced 
the  balls  struck  the  fence  near  me. 

Here  I  climbed  a  twelve-foot  board  picket  fence,  got 
into  a  wood  leading  to  Mrs.  Bostwick  s  house — all  woods 
then.  There  was  an  old  wood — the  old,  original  trees 
standing  still — logs  lying  down,  and  quite  a  wet,  marshy 
place  from  Gloucester  Street,  no  house,  one-third  of  a  mile 
long — through  which  I  was  ever  and  anon  going  over  my 
boots  in  wet  ground. 

A   THOROUGH   STAMPEDK   OF   MEN 

took  place  from  old  Mr.  Sharpe's  house  to  Bloor  Street, thence 
to  Montgomery's  inn  that  night — of  insurgents.  One  was 
killed  dead  -  a  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Sharon — shot  through 
the  head.  I  saw  him  lying  on  the  road  next  morning, 
Wednesday,  as  I  passed  do^^  n  Yonge  Street  to  take  the 
stage  to  Hamilton.  One — a  Mr.  Curry,  a  saw-mill  owner 
— had  his  arm  broken ;  went  to  Mr.  Georoe  H.  White's 
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house  m-ar  Bloor  Street  and  was  aheltered  aii  night,  and 
was  sent  home  next  day.  This  is  tlie  n»an  wlioni  the  Rev. 
Kpliraiiii  Kvans — one  of  Ryerson's  Tory  preachers,  and  then 
editor  of  tlie  Chvhtian  Ouardiav — nrwd  Mr.  White  to  be- 
tray  to  the  Tory  Government,  whicli  Mr.  White  would  not 
do.  J  aUude  to  it  elsewhere.  It  is  a  ipaeston  of  morals  to 
say  if  he  should  have  done  it.  tSome  say  yes,  some — even 
Methodist  preachers — to  whom  1  have  spoken,  say  no.  It 
was  certainly  not  his  (Mr.  Evans')  business  to  do  so,  when 
Mr.  White — a  <(ood  JMethodist,  too — had  taken  the  wounded 
man  in  as  a  friend.  iV  vouno*  man,  named  Geor^Le  Fletcher, 
from  the  township  of  King — confined  all  the  winter  in  gaol 
with  me  in  1838,  the  son  of  a  very  old  and  wealthy  farmer 
— was  shot  through  the  sole  of  his  foot.  I  don't  know  of 
any  other  wounded  person. 

A    STAMPEDE,   TOO,    OF   THE    JARVIS    MEN. 

There  was  just  as  big  a  stampede  city-ward  of  Col.  Jarvis's 
men,  under  Lieutenant  John  Milliard  Cameron,  that  niglit, 
and  the  street  was  clear  within  half-an-hour  up  and  down, 
of  cowards  on  both  sides. 

A  GREAT  CRY  FROM  SOME  ONE 

I  heard  as  I  ran  up  through  tlie  woods,  like  this,  "  Stop,  you 
cowards  ! "  "  Hold  up,  you  cowards  !  What  are  you  running 
for  ?"  It  was  probably  from  Lount,  (Jraham  and  others  to 
their  men,  Col.  Jarvis  has  often,  in  his  lifetime,  told  me 
his  men  ran  awa3^  just  as  the  other  party  did.  He  said  if 
the  men  under  IMcKenzie  and  Lount  had  come  forward 

THE   CITY   MIGHT   HAVE   BEEN   TAKEN   THAT   NIGHT, 

in  his  opinion.  The  city  had  no  organized  band  of  men,either 
on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  to  put  down  1,000  armed  opponents, 
if  the  latter  had  any  courage  or  skill.  The  Government 
had  scattered  men  in  different  places,  but  not  in  one  body. 
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The}''  luul  arms — 0,000  maskets  ul  or  about  tlic  markot — 
but  not  tlie  men.  I  don't  know  what  this  opinion  is  worth, 
but  beliove  it'  the  insurgents  wliom  1  saw  at  Bloor  Street — 
say,' hall"  armed  witli  rilh's  and  the  bahmce  witli  good  or 
bad  shot-guns — had  come  boldly  into  the  city  to  the  mar- 
ket, Bank  ot*  tapper  Canada,  and  ( lovornment  House,  that 
Sir  Francis  Head  would  liave  gone  into  the  waiting  steamer 
and  sailed  oli"  to  Kingston  with  his  ladies,  and  probably 
many  then  very  taliant  men — 

SAY,  LIKE   HAGERMAX. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  would  not  many  of  the  insurgents 
have  been  killed  ?  Yes,  some,  no  doubt;  yet  ritlemen  used 
to  shooting  deer  in  the  woods,  as  many  of  them  were, 
could,  if  good  shots,  have  killed  two  for  every  one  whom 
the  Tories  shot.  Jt  would  have  been  a  danfjerous  thin^ 
for  the  Tories  to  have  tired  from  their  windows,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  they  had  made  no  phin  to  do.  In  such  case 
they  would  have  been  not  only  picked  off,  but  in  danger  of 
having  their  houses  tired.  Well,  it  was  agreed  (as  I  have 
been  told  since  the  rebellion)  that  1 ,000  men  favorable  to 
the  McKenzie  cause  were  to  rise  and  join  him  as  soon  as 
he  entered  the  city.  Many,  no  doubt,  were  armed  and 
ready,  but  too  cowardly,  as  were  his  ow  n  men,  to  do  so. 

These  are,  of  course,  conjectures,  but  such  men  as  they 
were,  with  pluck,  could  have  done  all  this;  and  men  enter- 
ing into  such  a  plot  and  rising  should  not  have  been  afraid 
to  risk  their  lives. 

What  did  they  go  into  it  for  ?  To  march  down  and 
sneak  away  again,  as  most  of  them  did.  Civil  war  is  a 
terrible  thing,  a  bloody  thing,  and  only  great  provocation 
should  have  caused  it. 

But  on  this  last  head  1  have  said  nuich  elsewhere.  I 
think  the  leaders  had  courage,  the  followers  very  little. 
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Now  I  shf«ll  say  a  littlo  more  {il»()ut  Dr.  Rolpli  and  BaM- 

THE    FLAG    (»F   TRUCE. 

There  was  some  yeai-s  a^o  a  oood  deal  of  controversy  in 
the  newspapers,  as  well  as  in  tlie  late  Mr.  C.  Dent's  account 
nf  tlie  rebellion,  ol'  W.  L.  j\IcKenzie  in  1S.S7,  and  about 
what  was  done  in  these  two  interviews  or  expeditions  of 
Haldwin  and  Rolph  with  the  patriots  when  they  came  to 
P>ioor  Street  at  noon  of  the  5th  December,  1837,  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  the  city.  Dr.  Rolph 's  friends  say  that 
he  did  not  advise  them  to  advance  at  once,  or  at  all,  into 
the  city,  and  ^3r.  Baldwin's  friends  say  that  he  did  not  in- 
terfere in  any  interview  with  the  leaders,  Lount  and  Mc- 
Kenzie,  or  even  consult  at  all  with  them.  As  to  the  former 
J  can  say  nothing  personally,  and  as  to  the  latter,  I  feel 
pretty  certain  that  Mr.  Baldwin  was  a  passive  spectator,  no 
actor,  but  why  he  should  have  been  so  is  strange.     He  was 
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interfering  at  all,  having,  as  I  think,  left  the  speaking  to 
Dr.  Rolph.  If  this  be  so,  he  may  be  to  blame,  for  he 
undertook  to  see  the  leaders;  if  uot,  why  did  he  go  out 


there  at  all  ?     The  remarks  1  make  have  never  to 
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ledge  appeared  in  any  book.     I  don't  think   Mr.  Dent  re- 
ferred to  the  facts  I  mention. 

THE    FLAG    OF   TRUCE   A   TRICK. 

Again  I  say,  why  did  Mr.  Baldwin  go  up  to  see  the 
patriots  if  not  to  see  their  leaders,  which  Dr.  Rolph  very 
properly  did  do  {  These  two  men  must  have  known  their 
mission  w^as  a  trick  played  by  the  Tories  on  them  and  the 
insurgents,  for  they  were  well  known  to  be  the  leaders, 
especially  Dr.  Rolph,  who  was  suspected  then  to  be  impli- 
cated in  causing  the  people  to  rise.  And  the  Tories  knew 
their  own  conduct  deserved  the  execration  of  every  consti- 
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tutionaf,  patriotic  -man.  I  say  const itutiunal  iiiati,  for 
;i  true  Briton  an<:l  Aniorican  lias  a  ri^lit,  alter  trying  every 
constitutional  means,  to  re.-^ort  to  force  to  obtain  his  legal 
rights  M'hen  those  rights  have  been  trampled  upon  by  an 
irresponsible  set  of  aristocrats,  such  as  then  existed  in 
Canada,  Up])or  and  Lower. 

WHO    WAS   TO   I5LAMK  .' 

But  the  question  is,  who  was  to  l>laino  in  this  tlag  of 
truce  affair  ?  If  both  Dr.  Kolph  and  Mr.  BaMwin  had  met 
the  leaders,  and  candidly  told  them  to  go  home,  or  if  they 
had  gone  to  Sir  Francis  B<)n<l  Head  and  asked  him  to  give 
his  word  under  his  namr,  joined  by  such  names  as  Hager- 
man,  the  Sheriff,  liobinson,  Sullivan,  etc.,  that  if  the  in- 
surgents would  lay  down  their  arms  and  retire  home  a 
proclamation  would  issue  of  anniesty  that  no  prosecutions 
would  take  place,  would  not  the  last  have  been  done  ? 

I  think  it  is  likely  not.  Then  what  was  the  next  advice 
that  ought  to  have  been  given  <  Why  that,  as  they  had 
assembled  to  require  the  granting  of  pojnilar  rights  and 
responsible  government,  the  insurgents  should  march 
into  the  city  and  take  the  Government  leaders  prisoners 
until  the  request  was  granted.  I  think  there  is  no  rational 
doubt  but  that  Dr.  llolph  advised  the  last  thing  to  be  done. 
Such  was  what  Lount  and  McKenzie  said  was  done.  As 
soon  as  I  saw  Baldwin  and  asked  him  wdiat  the  rising 
meant,  or  would  amount  to,  he  was  very  reticent,  cold  and 
indifferent,  said  nothing  to  me  from  which  I  could  learn 
anything  from  him,  and  he  seemed  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
cause.  He  was  naturally  a  very  silent,  cold  man  in  his 
manner,  as  w^as  his  father  in  great  crises.  He  never  called 
to  see  me  in  prison,  or  render  me  any  assistance,  but  was 
glad  to  get  into  power  when  all  the  trouble  was  ovei. 

Dr.  Eolph  was  a  more  candid  and  friendly  man,  but  like 
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many  ^reat  oi'ator.s — roineuiU'i-  huw  l)v  niosthones  acted  in 
Greece,  aw  liistoiy  reports,  uas  timiil — inn  away.  No  one 
can  blaiiio  liiin  I'm-  eHcapinL;' ;  if  he  \\u\  not,  he  would  have 
suffered  tieath.  Abundaiii  evidence  could  have  been  got  to 
implicate  iiini  us  the  seeit  t  executive  powtr  in  that  rebel- 
lion. I  did  nut  know  it- -otheisditl.  Whilst  this  is  said,  ii 
may  also  be  said,  he  had  ^ood  cause  to  do  wliat  he  did,  but 
should  never  have  denied  it  ;  then  he  wctuld  stand  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  all  men.  lie  was  h  great  man;  had 
done  great  good  in  the  country.  Who  is  without  some 
fault  ^  Shall  all  the  i^ood  he  has  done  be  forgotten  and 
only  his  errors  brought  forwaj'd  .'' 

Mr.  Baldwin's  conduct  in  this  flag  of  truce  affair  is  quite 
inexplicable.  Bidwell  would  not  go  up:  if  he  had,  he 
would  have  acted  plainly  one  way  or  the  other. 

It  is  open  to  observaiiou  that  If  the  in.surgents  had  bec.-n 
ably  handled,  a  part  of  them  could  have  gone  down  through 
the  Queen's  Park  with  riHesand  taken  the  Governor  in  hi.s 
house  on  Simcoe  and  King  Streets;  two  other  detachments 
could  have  gone  down — one  on  Jarvis  Street,  and  taken  the 
Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  whilst  the  largest  body  could  h,'i\e 
continued  down  Yonge  Sti-eet  to  King,  acting  in  concMt 
with  the  two.  Speculations  on  such  things  are  idle  now, 
and  it  may  be  that  all  such  events  are  overruled  for  the 
best.  But  this  conclusion  can  be  come  to  :  that  the  rising 
and  sufferings,  even  deaths,  of  J^ount  and  Matthews,  losses 
and  imprisonments  of  thousanils,  myself  included,  certainly 
brought  about  a  new  system  of  government  in  CanaiJa, 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  sleepy  and  slow -to-move  aristocracy 
of  England,  finally  bringing  us  to  a  better  state  in  Canada. 

I  am  left  at  a  very  advanced  age  to  write  this  history  of 
terrible  times,  of  an  incipient  civil  war  just  stopped  in  time 
to  save  the  country.  It  was  a  marvel  that  the  country  was 
saved  from  an  American  war,  too,  on  the  American  lines. 
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all  of  which,  and  the  bloodshcMl  and  suireringa,  could  have 
hf^,en  saved  by  honorable  and  true  concessions  on  the  part 
of  a  wicked  set  of  men,  who  would  not  do  justice  to  the 
people  at  large. 

'I  he  risin«^  was  badly  nianan^ed  ;  the  day  was  altered,  it 
is  said,  by  Dr.  Rolph  from  1'hursday  to  Monday  ;  it  may 
have  been  for  fear  of  the  arrest  of  city  men 

WHO   WEME   AT  THE    I'.OITOM   OF    THE   CONsPIHACY, 

and  when  it  was  altered  these  city  participators  had  not 
the  courage  or  manliness  to  as.sist  McKenzie  and  Lount  and 
the  country  leaders.  All  such  enterprises  as  this  require 
two  things — courage,  a  willingness  to  die  in  the  cause,  and 
quickness  of  movement.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
seizure  of  the  garrison  by  daring  men,  and  the  cowardly 
city  SYMPATHIZERS  knew  just  how  everything  was  situated, 
yet  really  gave  the  country  farmers  who  led  and  risked 
their  lives  no  real  aid. 

DR.    HOLPH's    final    I) I  TERMINATION. 

When  Dr.  Rolph  saw  that  the  entry  of  the  patriots  into 
the  city,  as  spoken  of  by  me,  was  a  failure,  he  to  save  his 
life  made  good  his  escape  to  Lewiston  and  the  American 
side.  Mr.  Bidwell  was  forced,  as  I  have  before  said,  to  leave, 
by  threats  from  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  threats  of  sus- 
picions to  be  exposed  through  letters  which  the  Governor 
pretended  to  have  and  offered  to  destroy  if  Bidwell  would 
leave.  Whether  he  had  any  such  letters  is  a  mystery  which 
will  never  be  known,  and  what  will  be  said  by  all  patriotic 
and  loyal  men  is,  that  he,  the  Governor,  had  no  right  to  let 
a  leader  of  public  opinion  whose  acts  may  have  caused  the 
rising  in  great  part,  escape,  and  afterwards  arrest,  punish 
and  banish  the  dupes  of  leading  agitators.  I  don't  believe 
the  (jrovernor  had  any  incriminating  evidence  sufficient  to 
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makr  out  tieasiMi  ai;ainsi  Mr.  liitlwtil.  He  was  only  a 
syiiipatliizer  witli  the  \vron«.j.s  of  the  people,  as  Baldwin 
was.  Dr.  Kolph  was  otherwise.  He  was  j^uilty  of  aiding' 
the  risiuff,  but  woidd  not  see  the  matter  out.  On  the 
contrary,  the  cuui'at^eous  little  num  Melu-nzie,  although  so 
badly  tr(>ated,  stuek  to  the  sinking  ship  to  the  last  moment, 
was  nearly  taken  prisoner  on  horseback  as  he  gallopod  on' 
the  field  at  Montgomery  Hill,  and  on  several  other  occa- 
sions  in  his  devious  wav  throu<'h  Trat'aloar,  Nelson,  and  on 
the  mountain  above  Hamilton  to  Chippewa.  He  actually 
was  in  the  house  of  a  loyal  Orangeman,  threw  himself  on 
his  mercy,  confessing  his  name,  an(l  the  noble  Oreangeman 
(refusing  to  take  blood  money  or  betray  such  candor)  let 
him  have  another  chance  for  his  life.  It  may  be  a  (juestion, 
(to  which  1  will  in  another  chapter  refer)  whether  Mc- 
Kenzie,  when  in  the  United  States,  should,  in  the  opiniori 
of  many,  not  have  left  a  bad  beginning.  har>tily  begun, 
alone,  taking  no  more  part  in  it. — "  Author. ' 

THE   RAVEX. 

The  raven  belongs  to  the  familv^  of  the  crows.  I  think 
you  could  hardly  tell  him  from  a  crow.  His  featliers  are 
quite  black.     He  is  bold  and  cunning,  and  a  gTeat  thief. 

Like  some  bad  boys,  he  is  fond  of  mischief.  A  man  once 
drew  forth  his  pocket-book,  while  a  tame  raven  looked  on, 
as  if  watching  for  sport. 

The  man  dropped  a  bank-note  on  the  ground.  The  raven 
hastened  to  pick  it  up,  and  the  man  ran  after  him  ;  but  the 
sly  bird  flew  up  on  a  tree,  and  there  tore  the  note  in  pieces- 

The  same  man  was  one  day  in  his  garden,  trying  to  prop 
up  a  plant,  when  the  same  raven  came  by  and  knocked 
away  the  prop  with  his  bill.  Every  time  the  man  propped 
up  the  plant  the  bird  would  knock  it  down. 

The  raven  may  be  tamed,  and  taught  to  utter  words,  and 
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to  whistle.  A  raven  was  once  kei)t  in  a  l>arber  h  bliojt.  and 
would  cry  out  to  people  as  they  came  in,  "  Pay  your  money  ! 
Pay  your  money  !" 

Some  years  a«^o,  on  a  winter  day,  some  boys  were  throw- 
'u\^  snowballs  at  one  another.  A  tame  raven,  that  had 
Mown  away  from  a  distant  house,  stood  on  a  stump,  and 
seemed  to  watch  the  sport. 

All  at  once  the  raven  cried  out,  "  Hurraii  for  our  side  !  " 
The  boys,  who  had  never  heard  that  a  raven  could  speak, 
were  so  much  alarmed  that  they  all  ran  homo. 

As  the  boys  ran,  this  (pieer  bird  made  a  noise  very  much 
like  a  laugh,  and  that  only  mude  them  run  the  faster. 

The  man  who  o\vne< I  the  raven  had  taught  him  to  utter 
the  words  which  frightened  the  boys.  It  these  boys  had 
known  as  much  as  you  do  now,  I  think  thev  would  not 
have  been  frightened. 

When  I  was  a  young  boy,  J  have  often,  when  goihg  into 
the  dense  woods  on  my  lather's  iireat  farm  on  the  Grand 
River,  come  suddenly  upon  the  ravens  eating  the  remains  of 
some  dead  animal,  of  a  horse,  cow,  pig,  or  slieep. 

They  are  of  t!ie  vulture  tribe,  and  can  smell  carrion  a 
great  way  ofF,  and  will  devour  it,  as  I  have  seen  the  buz- 
zards of  Texas  do.  These  birds  of  I'exas  will  scent  the  car- 
rion when  soaring  half-a-mile  higli  in  the  air,  and  can  be 
seen  like  specks  in  the  white  cloud.s  above  the  Southern 
cities,  preparing  to  come  down  and  eat  all  kinds  of  carrion 
in  the  lanes  of  the  cities. 

When  seen,  the  ravens  will  suddenly  fly  in  their  black 
dress  of  feathers,  flapping  their  wings  among  the  green 
trees,  not  uttering  any  cry. 

THEIR    CURIOUS,   DISMAL   CRIES. 

But  this  is  not  always  so,  for  I  have  seen  several  of  them 
together  on  a  tree  in   old  times,  niaking  a  strange  noise,  a^ 
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flort  of  Hcroain,  ns  of  (^Uiuiolliiirj,  oi-  in  pain,  not  unliko  tlio 
iynx's  Hcrtvim,  wliore  tlioy  would  sit,  and  scivani  and  (quar- 
rel, as  it  wore. 

I  u.s»'d  to  SCO  tluvst'  l)irds  \erv  often  in  Ontario  in  my 
father's  woods,  lu'twocn  IN2()  an<l  IMMO,  but  of  late  years 
they  liave  become  quite  searce  in  this  Province.  I  saw 
them  on  the  shore  of  Lake   i'lrie  in  1S*27. 

Some  ten  years  n^o  I  saw  the  stuflecl  body  of  one  at  a 
bird  faneier's  on  Voni^c^  Street,  and  took  particular  notice  of 
it  and  its  size.  I(  was  caught,  I  was  t(>ld,  in  the  Lake  Su- 
perior rfMifion.  This  bird  is  found  now,  1  am  told,  in  the 
most  soehuh'cl  and  distant  regions  of  the  north,  even  in 
Labrador  at  times,  not  i!i  th<;  winter.  Its  habits  are  some- 
what seclude(l,  not  like  the  eonnuon  crow,  which  very 
closely  resembles  it  in  all  things  but  size.  Tlu^  raven  is 
nearly  twice  the  size  of  the  crow,  and  nnich  more  rapacious. 

THE    RAVEN   OF   THE    BIllLE 

IS  alluded  to  in  several  places.  Havens  fed  Elijah  in  the 
desert.  See  Kin^s  xvii,  6th  verse.  Ravens  are  said  to 
have  been  sent  to  feed  him,  and  the  Ixvirs  were  'sent  to 
punish  children  who  insulted  him. 

The  raven  feeds  on  animal  food,  not  on  root?  and  insects, 
as  the  crows  do.  Crows  will  eat  anythinij,  corn,  and  small 
insects. 

My  father,  prior  to  goinf^  to  Belleville  in  the  winter  of 
1815,  had  killed  his  cattle,  and  my  recollection  is,  as  a  child 
in  1814,  that  my  father  had  wounded  a  raven,  brought  it 
home,  and  I  was  in  the  habit  of  chasing  it  under  the  house. 
Its  wings  were  broken. 
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A   ROMANt'K  OF  I'KISON   rjri;  IN  lS37-rt  FN  TORONTO, 

My  lui^' im)»risi)iiiiiont — Tho  cruel  and  wickod  conduct  nf  Hfi^^ernian, 
tlio  Att-ornoy-Oononil,  and  tln«  oxoculivo  autlioritiL'S  in  refusing 
(jroat  hiiil  (itlbrod —My  sickness  iind  tlmt  of  «)thor.s-  Had  to  ^o 
to  the  hospital— Want  of  exorcise  and  unsanitary  rooms— 40  per- 
sons— Di)otor:,  nit^uh'vnics,  fai'nun's  morchants  aniouLj  them  The 
histiuy  of  Di'.vid,  the  priest  of  Sharon,  and  his  people  Many  of 
them  there  -How  \vc  i-ommunieated  with  jtersons  in  the  j,'aol — 
H«»w  we  received  news  from  outside —[t  came  in  stutl'ed  j^oese, 
fowls,  pie-i,  puddin^H  — A  youthful  courtship —An  elopement 
contrived— (ienorals  Thelluraiid  Sutherland,  one  an  Irishman, 
one  an  American  —Curious  way  to  telegraph  —Ministers  of  the 
gospel  wiio  attended— Dr.  Straehan  attended —Governor  Arthur 
came— Flis  cruel  and  insulting  conduct — Ool.  Chisholm— 25 
guards  below  niul  in  yard  — Confinement —We  made  boxes  as 
mementoes — I  wrote  and  read  much  ;  made  poems  :  one  on  my 
cliild,  (me  on  my  wife — The  lo^s  of  my  dear  child  on  the  16th 
August — Arrival  at  Buffalo — Stay  there  in  lS.'38-9 — Journey  to 
Albany  to  see  the  -ludges— Saw  the  great  L.  I.  Papineau  and  his 
wife— the  Judges  there. 

After  the  preliminary  remarks  above,  and  my  Christ- 
man  and  New  Year's  dinners  of  1887,  etc.,  we  had  to  take 
up  our  winter-quarters  of  183S,  expectant  of  future  results. 
I  now  give  an  eye-witness,  ear- witness,  account  of  all  that 
happened  in  eijj;ht  long  months. 

The  rising  in  Burford  and  Oxford  of  Charles  Buncombe, 
well  meant  to  assist  McKenzie,  was  soon  dispersed.  Many 
of  the  oldest  farmers  were  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  Lon- 
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•  Ion;  otluji's  escHpc'tl,  as  «li<l  l)r.  l)inicoinl»e.  The;  I'uiluivol* 
McKonzit*  juul  Louiit  in  'I'orontn  cuusctl  this  disporHioii. 
In  Hiiniilton  tlutrt'  wiih  no  risiii;;,  but  .lolin  (i.  I'/irkor,  a 
proniinont  nu'i'cliaiit,  wuH  jirn'stoil  and  tal\«Mi  to  'I'oi'onto,  aa 
uIho  wrh  u  youii^^j  lawyer  (inyst'lT)  in  Toronto  on  law  l)UHines8, 
not  participatin;^^  in  any  rising  or  intorfcrin;;-  in  tlio  niove- 
niont,  altliou^h  an  active  HeFornier.  Michael  Milh  and 
Jacol)  Hymal,  two  prominent  im'ti  tjcar  Hairiiltoti,  left 
Canada,  and  al'terwanls  as'<i,ste< I  McKen/iti  in  N'avy  Island, 
in  tianuary,  1.S.S8. 

At  Brockvillo  some  persons  were  arrested  on  suspicion, 
anion*^'  them  William  l>.  Itichards.  al'terwarda  Attorney- 
Gen»>ral  and  Chief  Justice  of  L'^pper  ('atnula,  also  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Ottawa.  I'hey  were  <le- 
tained,  l)ut  soon  released.  Amon<^  the  persons  arrested  in 
Toronto  were  Dr.  Thomas  Morrison,  .1.  H.  Price,  JohnDoel, 
a  hrewer;  the  Rev.  .John  J)oel,  his  son,  a  minister;  James 
Leslie,  editor  of  the  Ki'iDiiiner  afterwards  for  a  lonrr  time  ; 
Mr.  Cathca)  ,  merchant ;  llenben  A.  Parker,  brother  of  John 
O.  Parker,  both  of  Hamilton  ;  and  at  Cooksville,  Mr.  i^ewis, 
a  merchant,  myself,  and  .several  others.  VVc  were  escorted 
to  Toronto  by  ('aptain  McCrath  and  a  troop  of  soldier 
volunteers. 

At  first  these  persons  were  confined  in  the  west  win^^  of 
the  Parliament  lUiildin^s,  afterwards  in  the  gaol,  where 
they  took  their  Christmas  dinner  together  in  December, 
18»i7,  with  Mr.  Kid<],  the  head  gaoler,  a  gentlemanly  man 
in  manner  and  conduct. 


NAMES   OF    PERSONS   ARRESTED    CONFINED   WITH    ME. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  men  whom  I  know  to 
have  been  arrested  and  confined  in  rooms  in  the  Toronto 
gaol  during  the  winter  of  1837  38  : — Joseph  Gould,  form- 
erly of  Uxbridgo  (a  Quaker's  son),  since  then   a   mem- 


OF   TUIIONTO,    l»AHI{|sTK|{. 


rHioti. 
icr,  * 
\to,  as 

luove- 

Ifl  au<l 
n,  left 
IhIjiu'I, 

spiciou, 
turncy- 
,  Chief 
ere  <lfci- 
■steil  in 
KnDoul, 
Jamea 

,2  ti»n«  ■) 

of  John 

•.  Lewis, 

'ycoi'ted 

soMier 


bcr  of  the   C'luuulian    Houne  of    Coinnioim ;    Dr.    lliiuttM* 


fail 


icr    oi 


tl 


le 


i 


Iwinf?  o 


where 
Iccuiber, 
ly  mau 

Imk. 

how  to 
foronto 
form- 
mem- 


I 


pi 


ONent     Dr.     H\iiiter,    of     Njwinurket, 


a  clever  man:  Louut  and  Matthews,  ami  hi  least  five 
hundred  others,  us  aforesaid.  Marshall  S.  llidwell  whs 
driven  from  Canada  hy  the  threats  of  (loveruor  lle.id, 
althoui'li  <'uiltv  of  nothing;,  .hthn  Mv)nti:i)merv.  tlie  oele- 
hrated  Von^e  Street  innkeeper,  was  al«o  arrest*  <1.  William 
li.  Mclu'nzie,  after  many  adventures,  eHeajied  intotlu-  States 
hy  way  of  ( 'hippewa.  and  Dr.  .lohn  Kalph  at  <.Jnrensti)n. 
On  one  occasion  Mr.  McKen/ie,  althou;;li  a  thousand  i)ounds 
was  ort'ered  Tor  his  arrest,  trusted  iiis  lil'e  to  a  Loyalist,  an 
Oningenum,  dependinnr  on  his  hospitality.  He  did  not 
trust  vainly  ;  he  was  allowed  to  «;o.  The  Oranj^eman  would 
not  take  the  price  of  hlood. 

Man}'  of  the  farmers  and  their  sons  when  arrested  were 
l)rou<(ht  in  to  Toronto,  in  a  very  dis^^^raeeful  nwinner,  by 
rurtians  wht)  called  themselves  [..oyalists.  The  property  of 
nuiiiy  farmers  was  rohhed.  and,  as  one  instance  of  this  kind, 
a  merchant's  store,  Mr.  MarshaH's,  at  Aurora,  was  jilund- 
ered,  until  Mr.  \Vm.  Hi<^%dns,  hi*:;h  constable  of  Toronto, 
stopped  the  plun<lerers.  A  man  named  Comfort  and  his 
wife  were  sjuimefully  treated  at  Streetsville. 

My  wife,  who  was  only  seventeen  years  old,  was  terror- 
ized by  these  lawless  upholders  of  law,  who  surrounded 
anil  plundered  my  liouse  at  Hamilton,  and  arrested  her 
when  slie  was  on  her  way  to  Toronto,  and  took  her  to  the 
Hamilton  Court-house,  and  all  this  was  done  without  the 
least  crime  on  my  part  to  justify  it.  Although  my  family 
was  well  known  to  be  of  Reform  principles,  we  were 
always  loyal. 

When  the  Yonge  Street  farmers  and  their  sons  were 
arrested  in  the  country,  they  were  tied  sometimes  with 
ropes  and  marched  in  gangs  and  brought  to  gaol  in 
Toronto. 
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Where  wa.s  this  ^aol,  and  who  was  tlie  gaoler  ? 

The  buildiiiir,  in  which  more  than  five  liundreil  of  these 
well-known  farmers  were  incarcerated,  waH  that  now 
fjroatly  altered  buildin^^  called  York  Chambers,  on  Toronto 
Street,  opposite  the  J3eputy  Receiver- General 's  office,  near 
Kint^  Street.  At  that  time  King  Street  was  only  partly 
built  up  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  spot  whei'e  the  police 
court  and  court-house  stand  was  vacant  <;rounfl.  The  gaol 
had  a  high  stoekadi'  (fifteen  or  more  feet  high)  of  wooden 
pickets  around  it.  A  Metliodist  church  stood  on  the  north- 
east corner  ot"  Adelaide  and  Toronto  Streets,  now  occupied 
by  the  law  offices  of  Smith,  Lount,  and  others  ;  and  on  the 
north-wewt  corner  of  Church  and  Adelaide  Streets  a  Pres- 
byterian cliurch  then  stood,  in  which  the  old  Kirk  of  Scot- 
land people  worshipped,  among  Ihem  »Fndge  McLean,  John 
Bell,  lawj'er,  McMurrich  and  others.  The  gaoler  was  a  large, 
gentlemanly  man,  named  John  Ki«ld,  and  he  treated  the 
prisoners  very  well.  The  five  hundred  or  more  prisoners, 
some  of  whose  luunes  I  will  presently  mimtion,  were  put 
apart  in  December  and  January  in  various  rooms  in  this 
gaol,  closely  crowded  together,  ^fost  of  them  were  rich, 
and  had  lived  on  beautiful  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  New- 
market, in  North  York,  Yaughan,  Bolton,  Uxbridge,  Whit- 
by, at  the  Holland  Landing,  in  Whitchurch,  and  other 
places.  Many  had  wives  and  daughters  at  home,  well- 
stocked  farms  and  fine  houses,  wMth  every  luxury  of  life. 
They  consisted  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  country,  had 
been  always  loyal  before  this  risiing  in  rebellion.  Three 
of  them  were  sons  of  the  celebrated  David  Wilson,  a  quaker 
preacher,  who  had  built  the  beautiful  temple  and  other 
buildings  at  Sharon  Yillage,  near  Newmarket,  built  in 
imitation  of  Solomon's  ancient  temple.  This  temple  at 
Sharon  and  another  fine  building  still  stand  there,  and  can 
be  seen  and  examined. 
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DAVID    Wir-SONS   TEMPLES 

Are,  in  Tact,  the  stranf^est  and  most  unique  l)uildin^s  in 
the  CWnty  ol'  Yoik.  Here  Davi<l  Wilson  used  to  hold  rt^- 
lio'ions  nieetingH  and  chant  liynms  on  Sunday,  accompanied 
by  a  band  of  all  kinds  of  musical  instruments,  assisted  by 
a  clioir  of  youn^;  ladies  dressed  in  white. 

i)A\iD  Wilson's  ntns. 

The  liuildiiios  (for  there  were  two)  were  partly  of  olass. 
Many  of  his  friends  and  the  mend.iers  of  his  church,  or  re- 
ligious community,  were  arrested  and  imprisoned.  He  was 
a  very  strange  man,  well  versed  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  a 
poet,  like  his  ancient  namesake,  King  David  of  Jerusalem. 
There  were  many  young  ladies,  people  called  lay  nuns,  who 
attended  on  Sundays  dressed  in  white  to  sing  in  the  clioir. 

SOME    ACCOUNT   OF    DAVID    WILSON 

He  was  the  owner  of  a  lari'-e  and  beautiful  farm  of  souu' 
hundreds  of  acres,  then  and  still  a  beautiful  spot  lying 
hisfh  above  Newmarket,  on  the  road  to  Sutton  vil!ao;e, 
from  which  a  tine  viev/  of  the  surroundinir  country  is  jjfot. 

His  sons  also  were  able  and  intelligent  men,  and  engaged 
chieliy  in  farming.  Some  hundrerls  of  people  were  at- 
tached tr  his  relij^ious  community.  His  opinions  were 
somewhat  like  those  of  the  Quakers  of  to-day,  although  he 
was  not  considered  an  orthodox  Quaker. 

He  preached  and  read  the  Scriptures,  and  his  own 
poetry,  which  consisted  of  religious  hymns.  He  did  not 
allow  women  to  preach,  which  the  orthodox  Quakers  do 
and  always  have  done. 

This  curious  society  was  known  all  over  Ontario.  13avid 
Wilson  was  a  great  admirer  of  women ;  was  polite  to  them 
■when  thev  visited  his  buildings.     He  claimed  the  right  to 
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escort  tlieia  to  a  lii^li  flit^ht  of  stairs,  very  steep,  and  see 
them  safely  u]).  I  liave  often  gone  up  tliese  stairs  -  no  easy 
job  for  an  aixed  pers<^n. 

Anionj;  tlie  ]»risoners  ftc^ni  Newmarket  there  was  a 
young,  handsome  Trisli  (Aitliolie  doetor,  who  liad.  hut  re- 
cently come  froni  Irehmd,  ])r,  McCormiek.  He  was  a 
single  man,  scliolarly  and  very  fascinating,  uut,  like  most 
Irishmen,  of  (luiek  temper,  atbujhed  to  his  religion  and 
eager  for  his  country's  rights  ;  Just  such  a  nian  as  would 
naturally  become  involved  in  this  patriotic  rising.  From 
this  same  town  of  Newmarket  a  very  prominent  man 
named  Nelson  Goram,  the  son  of  one  of  the  iirst  back- 
woods settlers  in  that  part  of  the  country,  was  also  arrest- 
ed and  imprisoned.  His  father,  who  came  from  the  United 
States,  liad  cleared  a  beautiful  farm  there  in  the  beginning 
of  the  present  century,  and  was  also  the  owner  of  large 
woollen  mills.     Nelson  Goram  is,  I  think,  still  alive. 


THE   WELL-KNOWX   GORAM   FAMILY. 

Many  of  the  family  and  friends  of  the  two  old  and  noted 
settlers,  named  Fletcher  and  Loyd,  Quakers,  were  arrested  ; 
another  prominent  man,  a  noted  hunter  and  rifle  shot, 
named  Adam  (Jrahani,  the  son  of  a  British  officer  named 
Col.  Graham.  Adam  Graham  had  taken  an  active  part  as 
a  captain  among  the  patriots  witii  whom  he  identified  him- 
self. He  was  very  brave.  When  the  patriots  came  to 
"  Gallows  Hill "  he  guarded  the  road  at  that  place,  two 
miles  from  Toronto,  up  Yonge  Street,  on  Tuesday  morning, 
December  5th,  1837.  The  insurgents  were  ranged  along 
that  high  piece  of  ground,  where  John  McDonald's  house 
stands,  for  half  a  mile,  w^ith  McKenzie,  Lount  and  others. 
They  had  marched  down  from  Montgomery  Hill  that 
morning.     It  is  probable  there  were  1,000  there. 
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WHAT    WAS    THE    HEAL    STRENCiTH    OF   TH  F    PATRIOTS    IS 

UNCGRTAIX. 

In  two  rooms  in  the  third  storey  of  this  gaol  about  forty 
prisoners  were  confined  most  of  the  winter  of  1838.  He 
was  among  tliem,  and  knew  that  I  had  seen  him  on  Yongc 
Street,  and  al.^o  in  the  stopping  affray  of  the  stage  on  the 
7th  of  ]3ecember,  when  it  was  held  up  in  order  that  the 
G3vernnient  despatches  might  be  examined  going  to 
Hamilton.  He  was  very  much  alarmed  lest  I  might  say 
eometliing  when  examined  before  the  Star  Chamber  com- 
mission wliich  examined  all  the  prisoners.  He  was  soon 
made  easy  as  to  this. 

PUISOXEHS    CONFINED  WITH    ME. 

I  will  mention  some  of  the  prisoners  who  were  confined 
in  this  room  with  me.  Besides  Adam  Graham  there  were 
Mr.  Brammer,  an  English  farmer  now  living ;  young  Mr. 
Edmund.son,  the  son  of  a  rich  farmer  about  Newmarket,  a 
fine  young  fellow  who  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  move- 
ment, and  afterwards  went  to  Illinois ;  Mr.  Milburn  of 
Thornhill ;  Wilson  Reed,  afterwards  a  Councillor  of  York  ; 
his  brother  William,  a  bailiff";  Mr.  Elton,  a  tailor  (a  comical 
fellow);  Dr.  McCormick  and  Dr.  Hunter;  John  G.  Parker 
and  his  brother  lleuben,  of  Pickering,  one  a  merchant,  the 
last  a  farmer ;  Joseph  Gould,  John  Montgomery,  three  sons 
of  David  Wilson,  the  Quaker  preacher;  George  Fletcher,  a 
fine  young  man  wounded  in  the  Young  Street  encounter  on 
Tuesday,  in  the  foot ;  two  men  named  Doan,  two  men 
named  Irwin,  rich  farmers  about  Sharon  ;  several  of  the 
Sheppard  family,  who  lived  up  Yonge  Street  ten  miles,  near 
the  Golden  Lion,  very  old  and  large  farmers  and  millers, 
always  before  called  loyal  men ;  they  were  afterwards 
banished,  but  escaped  ;  one  of  the  Andersons,  a  family  well 
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known  In  Toronto,  a  l)i'otlier  oi'   'J'lioiiuis,  and  others  that 
inii>ht  1)0  n!entiono<l.     1  tliink  a  Mi-.  Liindv  also  w&h  one. 

THESE    IWO    l{()OMS    JiKEI)    FirTV    rUISONEKS  SOMETIMES. 

There  \v(nv  usually  fifty  pri.sonerH  in  the  two  roc'iiid, 
tiometinies  less;  hut  tliey  manao-od  to  e.viHt.  The  space  'aus 
alwaj's  nioi-e  tlum  full,  too  much  so  to  atlbrd  any  eonifoit. 

DR.    MCCOI^MICK    CAHIJIEI)    <)N    A    CUIUOUS    f'OUHTSHIP. 

Dr.  McConiiiek  made  a  conlidant  ut"  me,  and  told  me  his 
secrets.  One  of  these  was  an  ardent  love  (an  Irish  love), 
which  like  Irish  patriotism  is  usually  fiery,  for  a  beautiful 
girl  of  fifteen,  whom  wo  will  call  Gertrude  Wyoming,  the 
daughter  of  rich  parents  in  Newmarket.  He  had  fallen  in 
love  some  time  before  the  rising;-  and  this  imprisonnicnt 
checked  their  intercourse,  but  not  their  love.  "  Love  f',ars 
not  locks  nor  bars,"  as  will  be  seen  after v;ards. 
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MV    VriFE    WAS    IN    HAMILTON 

when  the  risincy  took  place,  but  came  to  Toronto  early  in 
December.  It  w^as  terrible  for  her  and  for  me  to  be  so  soon 
parted  from  our  beautiful  liome  in  Hamilton,  consisting:  of 
ten  acres,  leCt  vacant,  and  all  my  business  stopped.  How 
sad  it  was  also  foi*  so  many  rich  farmers  to  be  so  confined 
behind  iron  bars,  with  turnkeys  watching-  them,  frowiii?h(:f 
guards  with  baj^'onets  march in[4"  around  their  gaol.  Hei-e 
they  were  deprived  of  all  home  comforts,  church  worship, 
newspapers,  exercise,  children,  loving  wives,  with  iron  liars 
in  front  and  bolted  doors  in  rear,  all  through  the  winter, 
and  many  of  tliem  (as  I  was)  througli  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer of  1838.  And  these  men  thus  imprisoned  were  the 
best  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  County  of  "Wjrk  an'.i 
other  places,  men  thoroughly  loyal  to  the  Queen,  only  }:0s- 
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tile  to  tlie  wicked  usurpin<j;  olicrarchy  of  tlie  Frovince.  who 
had  aljused  and  misgoverned  them  for  two  generations. 

THE   TKRRIHLi:   CONDITIOX    OV    UF'I'KU    AND     [.OV/KIl    CANADA. 

I'hink  for  ;i  moment  of  tlie  condition  of  tlie  country. 
There  were  tlien  no  County  Councils,  the  Protestant  di'-;sent  • 
in^  cliurches  had  not  until  1S30  been  permitted  to  marry 
their  adlierents  in  their  churche.s.  This  wa.s  allowed  only  to 
the  churches  of  Euixland,  Roman  Catholic  and  Kirk  of  Sc<>t- 
land.  An  attempt  had  been  made  and  partly  accomplishe'i 
by  Sir  John  Colborne  at  the  instigation  of  JVishop  Strachan, 
Judge  Robinson,  Hagerman  and  others  to  create  an  estab- 
lished churoli,  as  in  Kngland,  endowed  witli  one-seventh  of 
all  the  lands  of  the  Province,  lands  improved  by  other 
church  people.  All  oflices  now  in  the  gift  of  the  people  by 
law  and  a  responsible  executive,  as  now  enjoyed,  were  in 
the  power  of  an  (Executive  council  appointed  by  English 
(.lovernors,  acting  as  tiie  tools  of  a  clii{ue  of  fjimily  up- 
starts at  Toronto,  without  any  responsiV)ility  to  the  people 
at  large,  whose  money  they  used,  and  whose  Legislature, 
when  fairly  chosen,  the  Legislative  Council  chosen  by  tlie 
Governors  defied,  annulling  all  Acts  oV»jectionable  to  thuia. 

THE    EEHELLION    WAS    FOR    BRITISH   RIGHTS. 

Against  such  abuses,  and  in  favor  of  British  rights, 
to  which  Englishmen  were  accustomed,  the  imprisoned 
farmers  arose  after  long  attem.pts  to  get  their  grievances 
redressed.  ilany  say,  why  did  they  not  wait  longer;  but 
we  are  not  the  judges  of  the  limit  of  n  people's  patience. 
Why  did  the  people  not  wait  longer  in  England  when  their 
kings  were  their  oppressors  ?  L'ltimately  their  sufferings 
resulted  in  our  responsible  government,  but  martyred  blood 
was  shed,  tears  flowed,  and  family  ties  were  severed  for 
sacred  truth. 
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Lount,  Matthews  and  others  suffered  martyrdom,  and 
many  went  to  Van  Dieman's  Land  ;  thousands  lost  their 
propert3^  their  all  ! 

Ainonij;"  the  prisoners,  but  not  in  the  two  rooms,  there 
v.as  a  noble  younjjj  fellow  named  Latimer,  from  Simcoe. 
W^i  afterwards  went  to  lUinoiH  and  purchased  a  farm.  I 
don't  know  what  became  of  him. 

IMLMHIi;    SCENES    AKE    BEAlTIFrL. 

Once  oidy  I  met  liim  :  on  the  wild  prairies  of  Illinois  wo 
encountered  one  another.  The  glorious  sun  was  above  us, 
and  around  us  were  the  boundless  jirairies  where  the  flow- 
ers and  the  grass  waved,  and  had  waved  for  generations. 
The  wild  curlews  screamed  their  melancholy  notes  in  the 
iiigh  sky,  the  prairie-hens,  water-fowl,  and  blue  cranes  flew 
out  of  the  flowery  plains  as  we  approached.  The  scene, 
wild,  beautiful  and  grand,  contrasted  strangely  with  the 
sombre  prison  life  in  Toronto,  where  I  had  seen  him  last, 
and  where  I  spent  near  nine  months  in  its  guarded,  iron- 
bound  prison,  being  innocent,  on  account  of  the  hate  and 
malignity  of  the  Compact  Tories  of  1836-7. 

THE   TVrO   CLOSE    IRON-BARRED   ROOMS. 

The  two  rooms  in  which  we  were  imprisoned  were  very 
small  for  so  large  a  party.  One  was  probably  twenty-five 
feet  long  by  twelve  wide,  the  other  twenty-five  feet  wide 
by  twenty-five  in  length,  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

In  the  morning  we  arose  as  soon  as  possible,  that  is,  as 
soon  as  daylight  would  permit.  Thereupon  the  beds  were 
neatly  piled  up  around  the  rooms  against  the  walls,  and 
chairs,  small  seats,  benches,  and  tables  arranged,  so  that 
breakfast  could  be  taken.  We  had  a  cooking-stove  for  the 
preparation  of  our  meals ;  and  of  what  did  these  consist  ? 
Most  of    us  had    been  accustonicd  to   the    best  of  tables. 
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Wlioiicc  came  now  our  daily  bread  f  Oiii"  wives,  always 
faithful  in  trouble,  nnd  friends,  did  not  for;j^et  their  dear 
ones  in  /^aol.  Tiiey  were  busy  outside  in  their  peaceful, 
comi'ortaljle  liomes  in  tlie  country,  makinf^  up  all  kinds  of 
^^ood  things.  Every  few  flays,  and  generally  at  stated  times, 
sleighs  or  waggons,  aecordino-  to  the  state  of  the  weatlier, 
came  in  with  cooked  meats,  vast  ([uantities  of  poultry,  fowls, 
ducks,  jjjeese  and  turkeys,  with  all  kinds  of  pies,  vegetables, 
apples,  preserves,  and  whatever  they  thought  their  hus- 
bands and  sons  had  liked  at  tlieir  once  happy  houjes. 

WOMEN    ARE    ALWAYS    KIND 

to  the  imprisoned,  and  as  home  is  their  sphere,  where  the 
kindliest  affections  reign  supreme,  they  never  need  urging 
in  this  respect,  are  far  more  inventive  and  thoughtful  than 
men.  They  never  foi'sake  the  unfoitunate  and  suffering. 
What  a  blessed  thing  it  is  to  have  a  home  where  woman 
reigns  in  love  and  affection  1  Never  may  we  see  the  day 
when  homes  in  our  land  will  be  broken  up,  and  loving  chil- 
dren fail  to  be  delighted  to  throng  around  their  parental 
table  I  Never  may  our  land  be  disgraced  by  that  infamous 
divorce  system  of  many  of  the  American  States  and  some 
European  countries. 

PIES,    PUDDINHS    AND   STUFFED    POLTLTllY. 

But  the  pies  and  puddings,  and  stutied  poultry  were  not 
only  used  as  eatables,  but  were  the  precious  and  kindly 
purveyors  of  news  from  homes,  love-letters,  political  news, 
written  greetings  of  deare.'^t  wives,  sisters  and  brothers. 
Laughable  it  often  was  to  see  how  the  little  missives  were 
concealed  in  the  fowls,  the  cakes  and  the  pies.  I  had  my 
little  letters  from  her  whom  I  loved  so  dearly,  whose  heart 
beat  in  unison  with  mine,  and  who.se  smile  was  so  cheering 
in  my  home.     Nor  did  the  Irish  doctor  who  had  his  young 
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ilulcliHMioi'  Xewiu.'irkot;  fail  to  often  roceive  little  billet  iJoiix 
from  the  younn;  heart  tliat  was  heating  for  hirn,  hoping  f<.ir 
happier  <IayH.  I  have  said  that  he  made  a  contidantof  me, 
and  lliehc  little  letters  with  the  answers,  and  sometimes 
with  sweet  verses  weie  scci'etly  i-i.id  lo  wv,  and  my  opinion 
of  their  appropriateness  was  ask^^d. 

It  was  cnrious  to  see  how  cari.fnllv  tlieso  letters  v,  .re 
concealed,  wrapped  nj)  in  the  snniliest  spaces  possible,  writ- 
ten on  very  thin  paper.  Had  the  ^.^aoier  been  disposed  to 
rxainino  these  eatables  closely,  he  conld  not  have  discovered 
the  letters  unless  ho  had  cut  the  pies  and  cakes  into  small 
pieces.  Hut  tlie  inside  watchers  expected  their  coming 
postals,  knou-in*,^  that  love  outside  would  he  sure  to  send. 
Love  !  Most  precious  word  !  Who  ;,'ave  thee  to  the  human 
bosom  but  that  great  (iod  who  reigns  unsetii  j'ct  felt  in 
this  might'v-  universe  around  us! 

The  Irisii  doctor  was  wvv  stroui--  in  his  feelinirs  on  the 
Roman  Catholic  (juestion,  and  hence  a  very  laughalilc  .-itlJiir 
occurred  one  night  in  thesu  two  rooms,  John  ^Montgomery 
was  a  jolly,  intelligent,  talkative  man,  e(pially  strong  in  his 
Protestant  views.  The  fd'tv  prisoners  were  a  ('"ood-natured, 
intelligent  set  of  men,  not  generally  religion.*!,  but  open- 
iiearted  and  pleasant. 

Often  wlien  all  had  gone  to  bed  the  conversation  would 
turn  on  various  subjects,  story-telling,  prison  prospects, 
(lUtside  p;>iitic.s,the  events  of  tlie  past  few  months,  Canada's 
future  hopes  and  prospects,  but  seldom  on  religious  topics. 
A  discussion,  however,  arose  one  night  between  the  Doctor 
and  John  :vrontu:omcrv',  on  the  morality  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic  prit.'sts  in  convents  and  in  the  confessional.  John  held 
that  their  wickedness  was  a  fact,  the  Doctor  as  strongly  held 
to  tlie  negative.  Contradiction  followed  assertion,  when 
suddenly  the  contestants  were  heard  to  assault  each  other  in 
the  dark.     'J'hen  the}''  began  to  trample  on  the  beds  and  the 
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found  in  the  most  lannliahlo  jxjsitions:  John  with  his  slurt 
torn,  but  ready  to  continue  tlie  contest,  and  tlie  Doctor 
bare  as  tlie  day  of  his  l)irth.     I'^i-iends  intervened,  explana- 
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tions  were  i 

ter,  as  tlie  well-pj-oportioned  body  of  the  youno-  Irishman 
was  beheld.  Altlunv^li  the  balance  of  the  nioht  was  spent 
in  quietness,  the  incident  was  not  soon  forgotten. 

The  courtship  continued  between  Clertrudii  and  the  doc- 
tor, and  one  dny  it  was  suddenly  rumored  that  she  had 
escaped  out  of  a  window  at  Newmarket  and  had  come  to 
M'oronto,  wliere  she  had  very  rich  friends,  in  order  tliat  she 
might  be  nearer  the  loved  doctor.  One  of  her  relations 
was  a  millionaire,  the  richest  man  that  ever  lived  in  To- 
ronto. It  is  said  that  love  lias  wings  like  a  dove's  to  Hy, 
so  she  flew  away  from  her  forest  home  to  be  nearer  to  her 
lover. 

T'heie  was  another  doctor  named  Hunter,  as  I  have  said, 
among  the  prisoners,  an  elderly  and  very  restless  man,  who 
was  constantly  writing  about  his  wrongs  and  correspond- 
ing with  the  Government.  Manuscript  after  manuscript 
was  sent  out,  and  during  the  winter  he  was  let  out  on  bail, 
and  afterwards  tried.  After  his  release  he  lived  a  long 
time  in  Michigan  and  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  and 
the  son  of  Erin,  Doctor  McCormick,  have  long  since  gone 
to  that  "undiscovered  land  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller 
returns,"  otherwise  I  would  not  use  their  names  so  freely. 

How,  it  may  be  asked,  did  these  prisoners  spend  their 
Sabbaths,  and  the  weary  days  of  a  long  winter  ?  The  Sab- 
baths were  quiet,  and  various  ministers  of  the  gospel  used 
to  visit  us  by  turns.  The  ministers  who  did  visit  us  were 
Bishop  Strachan,  of  the  English  Church,  Rev.  James  Rich- 
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ardsoii  (.li'tcrwanls  Hisliop  lllcli.-inlson},  of  th«'  Mithodl.st 
Kpi8co[)iil  Cliurcli,  an<l  tlio  Kev.  John  lioaf,  a  very  cele- 
bratid  iiiiiiistor  of  tho  Con^re'tational  Cluircli,  lathc'r  of 
tlio  latu  IJarrister  lloaf  :  who  was  the  fatlii.T  of  two  of  our 
L'Htiniablc  youn<^'  l»arristor.s  now  in  Toronto. 

The  prisoners,  aecordini^  to  their  tastes,  read  some  tlie 
Mible,  some  novels  or  other  hooks.  The  old  Knnlisji  St. 
James'  Cathedral  stood  wlicre  it  now  stands.  Tlie  bells 
rang,  tlie  troops  marehcd  to  and  fro  from  it,  the  peo])lo 
walked  in  family  style,  or  rode  in  carriM<^es  home,  and  the 
(Jovernor  and  his  suite,  with  military  oliieers,  rode  con- 
spicuously throu;^h  the  streets.  The  prisoners,  watchint;-, 
thoun;)it  of  their  homes  and  liresides,  and  the  old  country 
churches  the'v  usetl  to  attend. 

David  Wilson's  sons  occasionally  sani^  hynms.  or  played 
on  instruments  :  but  we  all  sighed  for  liberty,  dear  liberty, 
so  precious  to  all.  Some  paced  the  rooms,  like  Byron's 
'•  Prisoner  of  Chillon,"  until  the  lloors  were  worn  with  their 
feet.  Sunday  after  Sunday  passed  in  the  dreary  winter 
months  until  spring's  bright  days  were  looked  for. 

During  the  week  days  the  prisoners  used  to  make  all 
kinds  of  memento  boxes  of  cedar  and  Canadian  maple 
wood — boxes  for  snuif,  for  needles,  money  or  rings.  On 
these  boxes  all  kinds  of  niottoes  would  be  written  in  in- 
delible ink,  and  the  names  of  their  dearest  outside  friends, 
wives,  sisters,  mothers,  and  sweethearts,  were  remembered. 
The  boxes  were  really  very  beautiful,  with  carefully-fitted 
sliding  lids.  I  have  some  now  in  my  house.  Hundreds 
were  sent  out  to  friends,  and  are  now,  no  doubt,  in  exist- 
ence among  the  families  of  York  and  the  city  of  Toronto, 
and  many  are,  perhaps,  scattered  in  the  United  States. 
Paper  mottoes  and  fancy  papers  of  various  shapes  were 
also  made.  The  doctor  did  not  forget  Gertrude,  nor  I  my 
wife  at   her   mother's    home.      John  G.   Parker  and    his 
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brother  lu!iil)en  roniiiinberetl  thoir  wIvcm,  and  tlie  Sliaroii 
j»eo))le  Ht'nt  out  hiUKh'eils  to  the  temple. 

At  times  sonj^s  were  Niin«^,  and  eveiyone  Joined  in  the 
clioruses  of  "Sweet  Hye  and  IJye," "  Auld  Lang  Syne,' 
"  Home,  Sweet  Home,"  "  Aimie  Laurie,"  "  Scots  Wlia  Hae," 
"  Ye  Hanks  and  l^raes  of  Ronnie  l)oon,"  and  others.  1  was 
a  ureat  sinwr.  i)ohn(}.  I'ark»'r  san*^  hvmns  and  was  a 
strict  Suuda}'-8chool  teacher  in  Hamilton.  The  doctor 
hunnned  Ids  Irish  melodies,  the  mellow  son^^s  of  Moore — 
•''^riiore  is  not  in  the  wide  world  a  \allev  so  sweet  as  the 
vale  in  whose  bosom  the  bright  waters  meet — '  Sweet  vale 
of  Avoca  ; '"  or,  "  Tiiere  came  to  the  beach  a  poor  exile  of 
Erin  :  the  dew  on  his  thin  robe  was  heavy  and  chill,"  etc. 

It  was  necessary  in  this  prison-life  to  keep  up  thespirita 
of  the  men  by  stories  and  songs ;  for  the  prisoners  had  no 
means  of  gaining  outdoor  exercise,  to  which  they  had 
been  accustomed  all  their  lives;  and  thisconHnement  was  a 
most  trying  and  terrible  thing  to  intelligent  and  industri- 
ous men.  John  G.  Parker  had  lived  in  Canada  (althou<di 
by  birth  an  American  from  New  Hampshire)  as  an  active 
merchant,  going  fretiuently  to  Montreal  and  New  York. 
He  had  lived  a  long  time  also  in  Kingston.  He  had  mar- 
ried a  beautiful  woman,  and  had  a  tine  family  of  boys  and 
girls.  He  was  a  man  of  about  tifty  years,  with  religious 
and  moral  habits.  I  mention  this  as  I  knew  him  well,  and 
know  that  he  was  shamefully  treated  by  the  Family  Com- 
pact simply  because  he  was  an  American.  He  was  guilty 
of  nothing,  unless  it  was  opening  his  mouth  in  favor  of 
refoi'm.  Yet  he  was  sentenced  to  go  to  Van  Dieman's  Land, 
and  was  only  liberated  in  l^ngland  by  the  efforts  of  Lord 
Brougham,  as  were  many  others. 

How  few  who  read  these  lines  can  imagine  what  the 
dreary  prison  is,  especially  when  so  many  are  confined  in 
two  rooms  !     I,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  all  kinds  of 
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outdoor  HjjortH  und  excrciMe,  luiA  luul  hoen  also  active  in 
I'Uhiness  as  a  lawyer,  hooii  liccaiiifsick  with  tlio  pjaol  fover, 
find  was  ol)Iiir»''l  toirototho  hospital,  wlion'   I  lav  anionffst 


over  titty  jiatimtH,  half  of  wlujui  Imtl  the  Hniallpox.  No 
bail  would  1)0  taken  I'roni  my  frionds  until  thoro  waH 
danger  of  my  dyin;^^  although  the  cruol  Attorney-General, 
01nisto])her  Hagerman,  was  ollerod  iii'lO.OOO  'jail. 

My  wife,  risking;  her  life,  canie  to  H'M'  \w  in  this  terri- 
1  tie  hospital.  Her  brother  also  came,  and  contracted  the 
smallpox.  I''inaliy  I  was  relea.sed  on  bail,  and  lived  for  a 
month  or  so  with  my  wife  in  the  Hpriiif^  of  18.S8.  Shortly 
before  this  a  beautiful  little  girl  was  born  to  us,  while  I 
was  in  pri.son.  We  called  her  Helen.  She  was  a  link  to 
make  our  hearts  inclin<'  more  clo.sely  to  each  other.  1  shall 
say  souK^thing  more  about  this  iittli*  child,  who  died  dur- 
ing the  following  sunnncr. 

I  have  told  of  the  way  the  prisoners  lived,  of  their  work, 
their  exercise,  and  songs.  I  have  yet  to  tell  of  another 
thing  they  did,  which  is  a  secret  known,  perhaps,  to  few. 
There  were  no  telegrams  in  those  days,  no  telephones,  yet 
ingenuity  invented  a  way  by  which  nearly  all  the  prison- 
ers comnuniicated  with  each  other  in  that  great  gaol  of 
five  hundred  men,  daily,  hourly,  if  necessary,  unknown  to 
their  gaolers  or  'jovennnent  which  confined  them.  The 
walls  betwe^'  ooms  were  of  brick  a  foot  or  more  thick. 

These  we  ^ully  pierced  with  small  holes,  invisible  to 

all  but  tho..^  in  the  secret,  and  completely  covered  at  all 
times  when  not  in  use.  Through  these  holes  little  paper 
despatches  were  pushed  from  one  room  of  the  prison- 
ers to  another,  leading  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  gaol, 
where  Lount  and  Matthews  were  confined,  as  I  then  un- 
derstood. 

There  were,  perhaps,  two  thousand  volunteers  under  arms, 
young   men,   chiefly   Orangemen,   from   the    surrounding 
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country,  in  ToroJito  all  that  winter.  A  ;;-uard  of  twonty- 
tivo  .soldiers  was  constantly  in  the  gaol,  and  arms  were 
packed  at  tlio  foot  of  the  lower  stairs.  Soldiers  were  ou 
guard  also  in  the  gaol  yard.  In  the  silent  hours  of  the 
night  tlie  cry  was  heard  :  "1  o'clock,  all's  well;  2  o'clock, 
all's  well,"  etc.,  falling  occasionally  on  the  ears  of  the  awak- 
ened prisoners. 

Tlieie  are  some  incidents  I  will  add  in  a  short  article  to 
tliis,  after  which  further  conunent  I  will  describe  my  trial 
on  the  8th  May,  188S.  These  will  be  found  equally  inter- 
esting as  tlie  above. 

Our  means  of  comnmnication  with  one  another  was  put 
to  freipient  use.  All  the  leading  prisoners  were  in  com- 
numication  with  each  other,  and  knew  what  each  one 
thought  and  heard,  how  each  w.is  treated,  and  the  wants 
an<l  trials  of  each.  Presently  1  will  toll  you  what  occurred 
thereby.  In  a  room  next  to  ours  two  Americnn  prisoners, 
cnlled  generals,  were  confined.  They  had  been  taken  pris- 
oners near  ])etroit  late  in  December,  1837,  or  early  in  1838, 
by  one  Col.  John  Prince,  of  Windsor  (a  lawyer  and  active 
Englishman  up  there),  who  exercised  great  influence  in 
that  region.  He  was  afterwards  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Canadian  Legislature,  and  lastly  a  judge  over 
the  region  of  country  now  called  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  where 
over  twenty  years  ago  he  died  an  old  man.  His  sons 
afterwards  were  lawyers  at  Windsor ;  possibly  .some  of  his 
family  may  yet  be  alive.  These  generals  were  named  Dr. 
Theller,  a  Catholic  Irishman,  and  Sutherland,  an  American 
soMier,  who  had  seen  some  service,  but  was  quite  an  ad- 
venturer, as  was  Dr.  Theller  also.  Theller  was  an  intelli- 
gent, well-educated  man,  but  a  thorough  hater  of  Britain 
in  Canada  and  Ireland.  He  and  Sutherland  were  men 
marked  by  the  powers  that  were  at  Toronto,  but  the  Cana- 
dian authorities  did  not  want  to  be  severe  ^hem  for  fear 
21 
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of  retaliation  from  tlie  Americans.  They  were  less  par- 
ticular about  the  fate  of  the  Irishman.  The  two  generals 
were  both  tried  by  martial  law,  then  in  force  in  some  parts 
of  Canada,  and  condemned  to  die.  There  was  a  settled 
determination  upon  a  fixed  time  to  han<^  Dr.  Theller. 
General  Sutherland  was  respited,  but  not  until  ho  had  at- 
tempted to  bleed  hirself  to  death.  It  is  said  that  an  order 
in  council  by  the  Gos'ernment  was  passed  to  execute  Di-. 
Theller  within  two  weeks,  and  preparations  were  made  to 
erect  the  gallows  in  the  rear  of  the  ;uaol.  This  order  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Irish  volunteers,  together  with  the 
order  of  tlie  Government  to  release  Sutherland  and  send 
him  to  the  United  States.  A  threat  of  a  mutiny  among 
the  volunteers  was  bruited  about,  till  it  reached  the  ears  of 
the  executive.  It  was  said  :  "  If  you  discharge  the  Yankee 
Sutherland,  you  siiall  not  liang  the  Irishman."  It  was  also 
reported  that  \V.  B.  Sullivan,  afterwards  a  judge,  then  one 
of  the  influential  Irishmen  about  Toronto,  used  his  influ- 
ence to  change  the  order  and  determination  of  the  execu- 
tive, consequently  Dr.  Theller  was  not  hanged,  but  senten- 
<;ed  to  be  transporte.l  to  Van  Die  man's  Land.  He  escaped, 
however,  from  the  citadel  of  Quebec,  with  other  prisoners 
on  his  way  to  Europe.  He  emigrated  to  California,  and 
before  he  died  wrote  a  short  history  of  tlie  rebellion  and 
of  his  escape. 

Sutherland  was  banished,  and  went  to  l^ufFalo  in  1838, 
wliere  I  saw  him.  He  was  a  man  of  very  bad  morals,  and 
it  is  not  known  what  became  of  him. 

When  it  was  made  known  among  the  prisoners  that  Dr. 
Theller  was  to  be  executed  and  that  the  time  for  rescue 
was  short,  he  made  a  proposition  in  the  gaol,  by  means  of 
the  paper  telegraph,  to  the  principal  prisoners,  and  it  came 
into  the  room  where  we  were  first,  to  rise  upon  a  certain 
day  when  the  gaol  doors  were  opened  by  turnkeys  at  night- 
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fall, overpower  the  guards,  take  their  arms  and  escape. 
This  could  have  been  easily  done  had  it  been  tinally  deter- 
mined on,  but  John  G.  Parker  and  I  opposed  it,  and  the 
volunteers  becoming  appeased,  the  event,  which  would 
have  been  of  fiightful  consequences,  never  happened.  Per- 
haps no  one  but  myself  knows  of  this  afi'air,  which  is  abso- 
lutely true. 

BIRTH  OF  MY  DEAR  TJTTLE  DAUGHTER  HELEN. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1838,  I  have  said,  a  little 
daughter  was  born  to  my  wife  at  her  mother's  house. 
Afterwards,  during  the  lovely  spring  days  of  May  and 
June  and  July,  the  little  child,  named  Helen  after  my  sis- 
ter, who  died  when  slie  was  a  schoolgirl  in  Toronto,  in  1834, 
was  frequently  brought  to  the  room  in  which  I  was  con- 
fined, and  my  wife  and  I  would  place  it  upon  a  blanket 
upon  the  prison  floor  and  watch  it  smile  and  play.  One  of 
the  boxes  spoken  of  above  was  made  and  given  to  the 
child,  and  is  yet  in  existence,  with  her  name  upon  it.  In- 
nocent children,  like  tlie  rosebuds  of  June,  are  beautiful,  but 
often  doomed  to  perish  early !  This  lovely  little  daughter, 
so  often  carried  on  bright  summer  days  in  the  arms  of  its 
mother  all  the  way  to  my  prison  to  be  fondled  by  me,  be- 
came sick,  and  died  on  the  14th  of  August,  1838,  and  I  was 
not  allowed  to  attend  the  funeral.  I  wrote  many  verses 
about  her,  and  a  short  poem,  still  in  existence,  addressed  to 
her,  on  the  duties  of  womanhood,  little  supposing  that  she 
would  depart  so  soon  to  live  among  the  angels  in  Heaven ; 
for  there,  Jesus  says,  they  go  "  to  behold  the  face  of  God." 

EXECUTION  OF  LOUNT  AND  MATTHEWS. 

The  prisoners  had  to  behold  a  terrible  and  heartrending 
spectacle  on  the  12th  of  April,  1838.     On  that  day,  almost 
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in  the  spot  where  the  Police  Court  now  stands,  Lount  and 
Matthews  were  put  to  death.  These  men  had  been  origin- 
ally loyal.  Matthews  was  a  volunteer  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  Lount  had  been  a  member  of  the  Upper  Canada 
Legislature,  and  was  defeated  the  last  time  he  ran  for  tiie 
office  by  the  corrupt  practices  of  the  Family  Compact's 
agents.  He  wii  a  man  of  connnanding  figure,  something 
like  Abraham  Lincoln  in  appearance,  six  feet  six  inches  tall. 
He  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  living  and  owning  a  farm 
near  the  village  oi  Holland  Landing.  Matthews  was  a 
farmer  from  Pickering,  one  of  the  bravest  men  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  at  all  times. 

Comnmnications  by  paper  telegraph  were  held  between 
the  upper  room  prisoners  and  Lount.  He  visited  the  room 
where  we  were  imprisoned  the  morning  before  the  day  of 
his  execution,  in  chains,  which  rattled  on  the  floor.  He 
bade  us  all  farewell  under  the  door.  Clank,  clank,  clank, 
rang  his  irons  ! 

They  ascended  the  gallows  platform  with  courage.  Bis- 
hop Richardson  officiated  for  Lount,  and  another  minister 
for  Matthews.  It  is  said  that  three  days  after  their  exe- 
cution a  despatch  came  to  Toronto  from  England  for  their 
reprieval,  but  Sir  George  Arthur,  a  very  cruel  man,  the 
successor  of  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  at  the  instigation  of 
the  Attorney-General,  C.  A.  Hagerman,  and  others  in  the 
executive,  hurried  the  execution.  This  was  done  in  the 
face  of  the  presentation  of  petitions,  to  the  number  of 
30,000,  from  the  best  known  inhabitants  in  Canada.  Lount 
was  a  colonel  in  the  rebel  rising,  and  Matthews  wa^  a  cap- 
tain in  the  rebel  army. 
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MAXY  OF   THE  BEST  KNOWN  TORIES  OF   TORONTO  AND  OTHER 

i'AliTS   OF    CANADA  SIONED  THIS  PETITION    TO    REPHIEVK 

AND    SAVE. — THE     LATE    MR.    ROCJERS,   THE    UKV. 

.JOHN    RYERSON    AND    AN    ENGLISH    CHrRCH 

TORY    MINISTER,   SIGNED    IX    TORONTO. 

The  doctor  from  Newmarlcot  was  pardoned,  and  left 
gaol  about  this  time ;  but  he  did  not,  after  all,  marry  Ger- 
trude. She  ultimately  married  another  doctor,  and  became 
the  mother  of  cliildren,  one  of  whom  is  now  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons  and  a  prominent  university 
man. 

THE  GOVERNOR,  ARTHUR,  ToLD    MRS.  LOUNT    HER  HUSBAND's 
POPULARITY  AVAS  TOO  GREAT — HE    MUST   BE    HUNG. 

I  was  released  on  the  14th  of  August,  1838,  three  days 
before  my  dear  little  child  died,  and  had  to  leave  Canada 
forthwith.  My  wife  and  I  went  to  Buffalo,  thence,  in  1839, 
in  October,  to  Chicngo,  where  we  lived  near  five  years  in 
happiness,  travelling  often  in  buggies  over  the  plains  of 
Illinois 

WE  LIVED  IN  BUFFALO  A  YEAR  AND  A  HALF. 

Then  we  lived  in  the  greatest  comfort  and  happiness  in 
Chicago  for  near  five  years.  Everything  then  was  in  a 
primitive  state — very  cheap.  We  could  buy  beautiful 
prairie-hens  for  ten  cents,  which  now  sell  for  fifty.  Meats 
of  all  kinds  were  low.  Wood  was  used  in  stoves  ;  no  coal 
was  used.  We  got  our  water  drawn  in  large  puncheons 
from  the  lake  half  a  mile  away.  People  were  very  neigh- 
borly and  kind  to  each  other.  Our  journey  homeward  was 
a  very  beautiful  one — the  lakes  were  all  calm  and  smooth, 
very  different  from  the  journey  up  in  1839.  But  in  the 
midst  of  life  w^e  are  in  death.     We  little  expected  she 
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was  to  depart  so  soon ;  but  her  pure  spirit  winged  ils  way 
to  those  blessed  spheres  which  all  Christians  who  love  and 
worship  God  hope  to  see,  and  where  she  said  she  would 
meet  ine.  She  died  as  I  have  mentioned  in  another  chap- 
ter on  the  12th  December,  1855.  in  Toronto. 

The  farmers  of  the  County  of  York  returned  one  by 
one  to  their  homes  again,  but  many  left  for  the  Western 
States.  Captain  Adam  Graham  lived  and  died  on  his 
beautiful  farm  at  Aurora.  Some  were  banished  to  foreign 
countries,  and  some  to  the  United  States. 

Lord  Durham  came  out  in*  June,  1838,  by  the  Queen's 
commands,  and  examined  into  the  people's  grievances.  He 
reported  adversely  to  the  Family  Compact's  government, 
condemning  their  acts,  which  led  to  McKenzie's  rising,  as 
well  as  many  acts  in  Quebec. 

In  1840  responsible  government,  such  as  England  has, 
and  we  have  now,  was  conceded  to  Canada.  The  two 
Provinces  were  united ;  Robert  Baldwin  came  into  power  in 
1842-3  in  Upper  Canada,  and  the  friends  of  Papineau  in 
Lower  Cinada.  Papineau  and  JVfcKenzie  at  first  had  no 
idea  or  wish  to  sever  Canada  from  England. 

The  old  Prussian  Colonel  Von  Egmond,  who  came  too 
late  to  assist  IMcKenzie  and  Lount,  died  in  the  gaol  or  hos^ 
pital  from  disease  contracted  in  gaol,  and  it  was  a  cruel 
thing  to  put  so  old  a  man  in  a  damp  cell.  Thus  ended  this 
sorrowful  popular  rising,  which  by  timely  concessions  from 
the  Canadian  Executive  might  have  been  prevented.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  rebellion  may  be  fairly  laid  at  the 
doors  of  such  men  as  were  in  oifice  in  Toronto.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  England  was  to  blame,  too,  for  allowing  such 
men  as  Gosford  in  Lower  Canada  and  their  military  offi- 
cers to  oppress  the  people.  A  judge  to  whom  I  lately  spoke 
of  writing  this  account  and  my  general  reminiscences 
lately  told  me :  "  You  need  not  do  it ;  why,  the  Family 
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(compact  are  dead."  And  certainly  a  curse  has  hun^  over 
the  faction  and  over  their  children.  I  will  speak  more  of 
Bnrt'alo  of  1S38  and  of  the  now  ^reat  city  of  Chicairo  in 
future  chapters.  Many  incidents  arose,  which  I  must  men- 
tion, in  Chicago.  I  had  three  lovely  children  there,  two 
girls,  one  of  whom  is  my  beloved  and  w^ll-known  daughter 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Wm.  Oldrioht,  who  has  a  child  now  livincr 
there,  married,  the  other  an  unmarried  daughter  equally 
dear.  My  beloved  son  died  there  in  his  infant  days,  and 
his  body  was  brought  in  a  cotfiii  by  me  in  1844  and  is  in 
my  vault  in  dust  at  the  Necropolis.  I  knew  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Chicago,  all  its  lawyers,  and  practised  about 
live  years  with  iccess.  Now  this  great  city  is  the  wonder 
of  the  world,  with  a  inillion  and  a  quarter  of  people. 

The  telegraph  arrangement  I  had  nothing  to  do  with. 
onl\^  mention  it  as  an  arraniioment  in  the  oaol  known  to 
nic,  nor  do  I  know  exactly  how  the  teleoTams  were  conveved, 
as  I  did  not  use  the  convenience.  In  the  early  days  of  our 
confinement  the  windows  were  partially  boarded  up  in. 
ad<lition  to  the  iron  grates,  to  prevent  any  speaking  to  out- 
si<lors  or  communications,  but  not  later  on.  There  was  a 
room  in  the  third  story,  opposite  our  rooms,  in  which  the 
uin-nly  or  disorderly  women  were  confined,  many  of  whom 
existed  in  the  city  on  account  of  the  manj'^  \  olunteers  pre- 
sent. It  was  necessary  to  have  them,  when  permitte<l  by 
the  gaoler,  to  scrub  our  rooms  and  sweep  every  week,  and 
they  were  paid  for  it.  The  prisoners  had  necessary  expend- 
ing money  from  their  friends. 

George  Gurnett,  mentioned  in  the  first  chapter  of  this 
book,  was  very  active  about  the  city,  especially  in  (juartering 
men  on  the  Reformers.  He  quartered  them  often  unneces- 
sarily. He  (juartered  them  on  George  Leslie,  the  great 
gardener,  two  miles  on  the  Kingston  Road — he  told  me  in 
his  lifetiTne.     He  quartered  them   on  the  Rev.  John  Roaf, 
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wliosG  ^oods  w'^ivo  .sold  lor  not  allowing  it,  and  liis  friends 
iKJUnht  tlieni  in.  '^I'liis  most  worthy  minister,  as  also  the 
Kev.  James  liichardson,  v\ero  very  kind  ;nid  attentive  to 
our  room,  and  I  suppose  to  all  the  rooms.  J)r.  iStrachan 
came  in  occasionally,  hut  was  rather  slif!',  althoug-h  he  Unew 
me  well  het'ore  the  rebellion.  He  never  spoke  kindly  to 
me,  although  he  was  once  a  Presbyterian  teacher  —  an 
adventurer,  as  it  were,  prior  to  the  war  of  1812,  when  m}' 
father  was  up  to  the  top  of  society  and  active  in  business  ; 
but,  nevertheless,  it  was  kind  of  him  to  come  in.  His  con- 
duct in  hin-h  church  and  leidslativo  matters  was  the  cause 
of  my  and  others  bein;;'  i     prison. 

Col.  William  Chisholm,  of  Oakvillc,  one  of  the  veteran 
officers  of  the  war  of  IN  12,  once  came  in  and  had  a  long- 
conversation  with  me.  He  said,  kindly,  "  Well,  Mr.  Durand, 
this  is  all  the  fjite  of  war ;  wa  are  up,  you  are  down.  It 
might  liave  been  otherwise."  He  was  a  noble  man,  brave 
and  generous.  When  my  wife  was  so  badly  used,  and 
sto[)ped  even  at  Burlington  Heights  bridge,  on  her  way  to 
Toronto  and  arrived  at  Oakville — on  her  way  to  Toronto 
she  told  him  of  her  shameful  usage.  She  and  her  sister 
had  to  watch  the  road,  looking  back  as  they  travelled  to  see 
if  the  Hamilton  wretches  might  not  still  be  after  them 
He  said  to  her,  "  This  is  shameful !  I  will  give  you  a  writ- 
ten safety  pass,"  and  he  did  so.  I  only  repeat  the  substance 
of  words  spoken. 

In  March,  without  any  notice  given, 

SIR   GEORGE   ARTHUR'S   SUDDEN   VISIT  AND   OVERBEARING 

CONDUCT. 

He  was  then  Governor,  just  from  a  penal  colony  of  Bot- 
any Bay,  where  he  was  known,  from  report,  for  his  Cxuel, 
aristocratic  conduct. 

I  was  standing  near  the  large  door  opening  into  the  corri- 
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dor— Mr.  Joseph  CjIouM  hy  nic— and  I  siinj)ly  howcd  court- 
eously to  him,  thinkiiio-  it  only  )>ro[)ei-.  IJein*^  the  lirst  one,  he 
came  near,  and  he  stamped  his  i'oot  on  the  tloor,  and  to  my 


oreat 


sLnuMiisK,  IX  c'or,!),  MiiJTAiiv  r<)Ni<:s, 


said,  '■  How  dare  you,  sir,  s])eak  to  me  !"  I  often  spoke  to 
Mr.  Gould  in  his  liietinK-  ahout  this,  in  lJxl)rid;;e,  and  he 
said  he  well  remenioert^d  it,  and  was,  as  I  was,  astounded 
at  its  overhearin<^'  impertinence.  I  don't  know  what  ho 
sai'l  to  others. 

THIS    man's    OKICIN,   and    AliUOiiANCE. 

Now,  I  don't  know  win'  this  man  was  in  favor  in  Kni*- 
land,  except  that  he  was  one  of  Wellington's  colonels  at 
Waterloo.  Many  of  such  men,  like  i\raitland,  Colhorne 
and  this  man — others,  no  doubt — were  placed  improperly 
over  small  colonies. 

Rome's  old  c'lstom. 

This  was  the  old  military  custom  of  Home,  which  tyran- 
nized over  the  earth.  Pontius  Pilate,  Herod,  Titus  of  Rome 
— the  first  the  wicketl  governor  who  crucified  Christ,  were 
her  cruel  officers. 

Sir  George  Arthur  was  no  higher  in  societ}',  if  so  high, 
as  my  grandfather  and  father.  The  one  was  a  high  offi- 
cer in  the  retjular  British  service,  and  my  uncle  Charles 
was  an  active  lieutenant  of  volunteers  in  opposing  Napo- 
leon, and  my  father,  as  I  have  shown,  the  intimate  friend 
of  General  Brock,  and  a  captain  in  the  war  of  1S12. 

Well,  what  did  this  cruel  Governor  mean  by  such  con- 
duct  to  a  young  man  who  was  innocent,  had  then  had  no 
trial,  and  w^as  a  barrister  ;" 

It  showed  two  things :  his  want  of  humanity,  his  blood- 
thirsty conduct  and  ungentlemanly  nature.     He  was  the 
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man  wlio,  to  poor,  knt'clinji^  Mrs.  Saiiiu*'!  Lount,  the  chiy 
b«3f()r«'  In  r  Iiii.sl)aii<rs  execution — when  sIh;  s)»oke  ot'  tlie 
^roat  petitions  in  his  favor  For  a  ieprievo—.sai<l,  cruelly, 
"Madam,  your  husband  is  too  })opular :  I  can't  ropriove 
him!" 

BEAUTIFUL   EL.M    TREES   IN    SUMMIill. 

I  am,  and  always  liave  been,  very  fond — admired  the  »x- 
treme  beauty — of  great  elm  trees,  as  their  pendant  branches 
liang  down  near  the  earth,  in  which  the  lovely  Baltimore 
oriole,  the  brightest  golden-bivasted  T»ird  of  Canada,  builds 
its  nest  so  often.  Their  note  and  its  constant  utterance 
is  so  beautiful  in  tune:  their  sprightly  movements  are  so 
gay  and  admirable ;  and  they  come  to  us  just  as  the  blos- 
soms of  spring  come  out  of  the  trees,  all  of  which  was  en- 
trancinjj  to  me  to  hear  their  lovelv  whistlinu:  voices. 

Oh,  the  lovely  green  elms !  Hoav  refreshing  they  were 
to  see  when  I  was  behind  iron  bars  for  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  conscience.  I  was,  as  this  book  of  mine  shows,  always 
delighted  with  the  woods,  in  which  I  wandered  in  youth, 
under  which,  in  Hamilton,  I  may  say  I  breathed  the  rirst 
breath  of  life. 

Lovely  elms  abounded  in  Toronto,  and  still  abound,  and 
then  in  particular.  I  gazed  iji  Jmie,  Juh'  and  August's 
wai'm  days  on  them  thousands  of  times  and  sighed  for  that 

LlBKllTY    OF    WHICH,   Til  HOUGH    TVIIANTS' 

oppressions,  I  was  for  a  time  deprived  of.  I  used,  when 
looking  through  iron-barred  windows,  in  the  beautiful 
June,  July  and  August  days,  to  see  a  gentleman  and  lady, 
his  wife,  genteel  and  well  dressed,  walk'  down  King  Street 
every  evening.  Often  I  thought  it  was  only  a  ja^ar  before, 
in  the  summer  of  1837,  that  I  and  mv  dear  wife,  wdio  so 
often  came  with  our  child  Helen  to  see  me  in  my  lonesome 
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room,  used  to  walk  under  the  beautiful  mountain  woods  in 
Hamilton,  or  in  the  wooded  roads  so  abundant  there. 

What  do  mvreadei's  think  of  (Jovernor  Arthur's  conduct 
to  WW  '.  What  would  mv  urand father,  a  n-allant  Eno-lish 
officer,  who  had  fou*;ht,  in  about  17(10,  two  duels  for  hoisor 
in  England,  and  foiit'ht  under  the  old  En<rlish  Hair  tliat 
liad  floated  over  lirave  men  !  What  would  my  uncle,  who, 
in  1803  (I  have  the  poetry  he  made  at  the  time),  stood  on 
the  cliffs  of  Dover  to  defy  the  threaten*'*!  Armada  of  Napo- 
leon in  France  ;  or  my  fatlu'r,  who  riske<l  liiN  life  at  Queen- 
ston — of  this  base,  cowardly  conduct  i  The  tirst  would 
have  cut  him  down  with  his  sword,  and  the  latt(ir  kicked 
him  downstairs.  Hut  I  was  a  prisonei*,  in  sudi  a  man's 
power;  could  say  nothing.  Judge  of  that  power  from  his 
conduct  to  Mrs.  Lount ! 

CO]..  WETHERALL'S   CONDUCT   TO   J.  (i.  PARKER    AT  KING- 
STON   IN    LS88. 

Among  the  priscjiiers  in  my  room  were  John  CJ.  Parker, 
John  Montgomeiy,  two  of  the  Shephards,  lai'ge  farmers  and 
millers  near  the  Golden  Lion  inn,  ten  miles  up  Yonge 
Street ;  one  of  the  Andersons,  perhaps  two,  brotluirs  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Anderson,  late  of  Yonge  Street.  They  were  on 
their  way  to  Van  ])ieman's  Land,  and  were  temporarily 
contined  in  the  Fort  at  Kingston. 

WONDERFUL    ESCAPES    FROM    PRISON. 

These  men  thought  as  a  last  resort  they  would  escape 
from  that  great  fort ;  so  they  commenced.  Having  found 
out  how  the  fort  was  built  from  the  room  where  they  were, 
by  digging  gradually  into  the  brickwork,  concealing  the 
hole  by  day,  throwiiifj  the  debris  out  of  the  room — the 
particulars  are  too  long  to  tell — until  they  had  got  a  space 
wide  enough  to  raise  themselves  upon  a  wall  through  the 
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sjKici',  IVoiii  wliicli  tlioy  l«'t  thc'iiis«'lvoH  flown,  liy  iiuikiii^' 
blanket  and  (juilt  ropos,  into  a  <liU'li,  (|nito  <U'»'|),  Ih'Iow  tln3 
hole,  eHoa))('(l  Wlicn  tliey  wen;  ready  to  oseapo  tlicy  clios(i 
tilt.'  wildest,  windiest  ni;;;lit  poH.sil)le,  carried  (plant itius  of 
cincker.s  with  tliein,  and  wont  <lown  perhaps  lilty  or  more 
i'eet.  One  ol' them,  .John  Mont;^^omery,  Itroke  lii.s  ie^'  in  .so 
doini;-,  but  was  liauled  up  by  the  other.sto  tlic  top  of  a  wall, 
that  was  scaled  by  some  means,  and  carried  alon^'  outside 
when  tlie  nuards  were  away.  Tliey  wandered  throu<^h  the 
tieMs  and  woods  at  nij^ht  lor  several  days,  until  they  Found 
a  boat  to  take  them  across  to  tlie  States,  near  Brockville, 
carrvin<»-  poor  Mr.  John  Montii'omorv.  ^Ir.  Parker,  how- 
ever,  left  th(.'m,  they  said  dishonestly,  to  take  care  of  him- 
self:  if  so,  it  was  very  dishonest,  and  lie  was  the  only  one 
that  was  capture<l  and  taken  to  prison  a<i;;ain.  Col.  W etherall 
was  the  commander  at  the  fort.  When  the  blacksmith  was 
ironiu;;'  Mr.  Parker  as  he  was  lyin^-  on  the  iloor,  he  says 
Col.  Wetherall,  in  his  anger  at  his  escape  out  <jf  tlic  fort, 
struck  him  with  his  lists.  If  this  be  true,  it  iras  a  mean  act. 
AVhilst  there  are  some  rascals  in  the  British  army,  the  ma- 
jority are  l^rave  and  honorable. 

MV    FAMILY    ON   THE    FATHEll'.S   .SIDE 

were  military  for  at  least  three  generations.  My  grand- 
father was  of  the  name  I  bear,  Charles,  as  I  believe  his 
father  was.  He  was  born  in  1725  in  London  ;  was  in  the 
army  perhaps  forty  years,  as  a  high  officer ;  fought,  as  I 
said,  two  duels  for  honor ;  retired  before  1800  on  half-pay 
pension  ;  died  in  1820,  aged  95  ;  was  quite  active  when  old, 
and  a  great  musician.  His  wife  was  a  great  beauty  and  a 
Welsh  lady.  His  eldest  son  was  named  Charles  (a  family 
name  it  seems),  a  lieutenant  in  the  volunteers  of  1800  ; 
employed  in  the  East  Indian  Company  at  a  large  salary  ; 
died  about  the  same  time  as  his  father.     I  have  a  picture, 
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datoil  IhOJi,  with  jiootiy  niudo  hy  hiiu  in  i(  roronco  to  thf 
invasion  contemplated  hy  Napoleon  ahouL  tiiat  time. 

My  prejudices  arc  in  favor  of  the  royular  jirmy,  so,  al- 
thou«ifh  I  Npoak  aL;;ainst  these  two  men,  ami  mi;;lit  do  so 
also  against  Colhonu,  J  cannot  be  chHrtivd  as  wiU'ullv 
misre presenting'  niilitaiy  nion. 

'i'ho  escape  of  these  prisoners  was  wondorFul  ;  they  all 
g<jt,  (^Keopt  Parkei',  away.  IJo  went  with  many  others  to 
En^:Ian<l.  There  J^ord  i»rouoham  looked  into  their  cases  on 
Jlabi'as  Corpus  and  *,'ot  tlioiii  of}',  as  their  inijirisonnienb 
was  ille<j,'al.  Others  went  to  Van  hioman's  L;tn<l.  Arthur 
had  hoon  (lovernor  there. 

The  escape  of  (General  Thclloi'and  some  others  at  QueboC 
after  this  was  still  more  wonderful.  What  will  not  mvat 
necessity  do  ? 

TJIK    COMMISSION    TIIAT    SAT   ON    THE    PltlSONEKS'    CASES. 

There  Avas  early  in  the  yeai*  183(S  a  commission  that  had 
to  examine  the  prisoners  and  ^et  them  to  confess  (as  many 
did)  and  punish  them. 

A  smooth,  unprincipled  man,  Jamitson,  an  Kn<;'Iish  law- 
yer, was  the  president.  Old  Mr.  Allan,  W.  L.  Orapor,  Sher. 
wood,  Sullivan,  Wood,  an  old  favorite  of  the  Oaiipact. 
Haoorman,  some  of  the  llobinsons,  and  others,  were  com- 
missioners. I  knew^  them,  as  I  was  before  them  once.  Thev 
heard  the  truth  from  me.  I  told  them  I  was  innocent — 
had  nothing  to  do  w^ith  the  rising  and  rebellion.  The  com- 
mission was  a  Star  Chamber,  ov  j^oHilcal  mquisition  I ! 

The  prisoners,  upon  condition  of  pardon,  confessed  their 
guilt  in  many  cases,  when  their  guilt  probably  could  not 
have  been  proved.  On  this  condition  they  were  told,  "Your 
death  sentence  will  be  passed  over,  and  you  will  be  trans- 
ported only,  sent  to  Van  Dieman's  Land  for  terms  or  life. ' 
Death  was  preferable  often  to  this. 
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I  l>oli«.'vo  iJolin  (i.  I'jirk*'!*  liiul  tliis.-cMtcnco  passcfl  on  liim, 
and  I  novtM'  couM  It'jini  tliai  he  was  ;^niilty  ol"  aiiytliiii;^ 
more  tliaii  )i  Micrr  Hvnipatliy.or  an  Aiiun'miuxo/uin-wouthcd 
dosiro  i'or  a  rrjaihlic,  natuial  to  most  ol'  liis  couiitiynxMi. 
HIh  jroods  probably  wciv  all  dcHtroycd,  ho  his  ;(c)iii<^  to  the 
l^nit"(l  States  was  a  hlrssiiin- :  but  tlu^  (.'oinpac't'l\)ri»'s  hvm- 
teiicod  him,  an  Anuricaii  citi/eii,  to  Van  Dieniaii's  Laml. 
In  fact,  they  caivd  Htthi  liow  t'n'y  ti*aiiHt^rt's.st'd  tlu;  laws  of 
Kni^land.  What  ri'j^ht  had  a  little  colony  to  nend  liritl.sh 
subjt'C'tH  t)ut  ol'  tho  country  to  other  colonics,  uidcss  by  m 
Brltisli  Act  ^  1  thiids  it  was  ii[)on  these  ;j;i'()unds  Pjirker 
was  released. 

I  iira.iKvi:  sAMi-rci.  loc^xt  told  tiikm 

thfkt  Dr.  -loon  IJolpli  advised  them  to  come  into  the  city 
when  the  llajL;'  ol"  truce  went  up  on  the  5th  I)ecemi«M'. 

They  trie<l  me  upon  an  c'  pusi  faato  law,  or  Act,  passed 
l>y  their  fraudulent  House  of  Assend)ly  al'ter  the  alleged 
deed  of  treason  was  connnitied. 

This  commission  would  •'ladh'  liave  o-ot  me  to  confess 
something  against  mysell'  or  some  one  else.  But  iny  con- 
fession would  have  been  that  I  considered  them  a  set  of 
])olitical  rascals,  especially  the  chief  of  them. 

When  I  went  to  the  hospital,  sick  with  gaol  fever,  bail 
having  been  ri'fused  me,  altliough  ottered  Si 0,000,  one  of 
whom  was  Mr.  Dickson,  the  chief  Orangeman  of  the  city. 
I  laid  at  the  liead  of  the  then  hospital.  An  armed  guard 
paced  the  hospital.  He  was  smoking  near  me.  I  asked  him 
to  be  so  kind  as  to  stop  smoking,  and  he  swore  at  me,  and 

said  "If  you  say  another  word  I  will  bayonet  you,  you  d 

rebel."  This  was  said  to  me  as  I  lay  sick  with  fever,  in  the 
night.  What  a  state  to  be  in,  at  the  instigation,  under  the 
oppression  of,  the  legal  brutes  who  controlled  the  destinies 
of  many  innocent  men  ! 
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About  this  time  I  receivrd  a  hitter  Irom  the  Ch  rk  of  the 
Executive  Council,  refu.sin;^  bail.  I  have  it  in  n»y  posHos- 
siou.  However,  after  a  day  or  two,  upon  repeated  repre- 
sentatiouH  of  Mr.  Dieksoii  iiiid  my  fi-iciids,  Jii^lO.OOO  bail  was 
acceptecl  by  lla;;i'rmaii,  aiid  in  the  middle  of  April,  pro- 
bably, I  wuH  let  out  until  Sth  ]\lay,  so  it  will  \)v  Heen,  in 
I'ebruary,  all  tlirou;;h  Mureh  and  part  oi'  April,  when  my 
wife  was  so  .sick  in  February,  and  I  was  .sick,  thr  (Ionim-h- 
nient  refused  to  act  out  of  }>ur('  oppi-essif)n. 

A  CONTKAST  WITH    A    \IV.H\A.    i:S('Al'lN(;    ON     lliro    7'ril    DKC.EM- 

JJLU,    IWO    l)A\S    AITKK   TMK    MATTl.K   ol'    MONT- 

aO.MKKV    HILL    WAS    FOU(JHT. 

W.  L.  M(d\en/.ie  was  the  last  to  leave  the  field,  as 
leader  at  Montgomery  Hill,  lie  was  chased,  and  nearly 
eaught  on  his  swift  horse,  Init  escaped  U[)  a  lii,L;h  hill, 
where  Lount  and  100  men  were  with  arms,  and  his  pur- 
suers ran  ott".  lie  that  night,  and  for  several  days  after, 
travelled  through  the  county  of  llalton  and  wcMit  to  a 
place  in  the  comity  of  Welland,  not  many  miles  from  Chip- 
pewa. With  toni  clothes,  dishevelled  appearance,  he  found 
an  asylum  in  a  farmer's  house,  which  ali'onlcd  liim  shelter 
for  the  night  on  hospital)le  grounds. 

In  the  niorninn,  when  about  to  start,  he  .said  to  the 
farmer,  "  Do  you  know  who  1  am — whom  you  have  hospit- 
ably sheltered  :*  You  are  a  stranger  to  me,  as  I  am  to  you. 
I  throw  myself  uj)on  you,  and  tell  you  that  I  am  W.  L. 
jMcKenzie,  for  whose  apprehension  %>4,000  is  ottered." 

The  farmer  said,  "  I  am  a  loyalist  and  an  Orangeman, 
but  I  will  not  betray  you  in  1113'  house,  nor  live  by  the 
procec'Is  of  l)lood.  Leave  my  house  :  I  will  give  you  a  fair 
start,  and  I  will  then  follow  you  and  give  the  necessary  in- 
formation against  you. ' 

McKenzie  was  on  horseback  quickly,  made  his  way  to  a 
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known  h'iuiid  Jibovo  Chippewa,  witli  whom  he  stop])G(l,  and 
next  d.'iy  escaped,  I  believe  in  woman's  clothes,  to  the  States 
in  a  iow-l)oat,  with  the  Chippewa  friend. 

What  do  you  think  of  this  afiair  t  'i'lie  Revd.  Ephram 
Evans,  in  KS.ST,  after  the  skirmish  on  Yonge  Street  at 
nif,dit,  chanced  to  be  in  the  house  of  a  jMethodist  lu'other, 
viz.,  that  of  Mr,  George  White,  near  Bloor  Street,  and 
noticed  a  wounded  man  Just  from  tlui  battle,  getting  assist- 
ance from  Mr.  Wldte  fcjr  a  bi'oken  arm.  He  was  known 
to  be  on  the  pati'iot  side,  and  was  an  ae([uaintance,  perhaps 
patron,  of  Mr.  White,  who  was  a  ])ui!der:  and  the  wound- 
ed, a  sawmill  owner  in  York  Township.  j\Ir.  White  was 
pressed  to  give  the  man  up  to  the  Government  authorities, 
but  would  not,  which  displeased  Mr.  Evans,  who  remon- 
strated with  him.  The  man  went  home  next  day — was 
saved  from  prosecution  at  that  time.  Mr.  Evans  was  a 
strong,  violent  opponent  of  the  Reform  cause,  writing 
strongly,  as  Editor,  in  the  Guardian.  I  have  before  re- 
ferred to  the  incident.  The  wounded  man's  name  was 
Curry,  if  then  given  up  he  might  have  gone  into  a  cell  and 
died,  or  in  any  event,  would  have  been  transported  for  life 
from  his  family.  I  mentioned  this,  not  long  since,  to  a 
Methodist  preacher  in  Toronto,  who  thought  Mr.  Evans' 
conduct  was  cruel.  A  prominent  medical  friend  of  mine, 
now  living  in  Toronto,  told  me  he  knew  of  this  conduct  of 
Mr.  Evans.  He  met  the  preaclier  many  years  ago  in  Lon- 
don, Ont.,  in  his  lif(;time.  Tlie  preacher  extended  his  hanrl 
to  him.  "  No,"  says  the  medical  man ;  "  I  scorn  to  take  the 
hand  of  a  man  w^ho  advised  so  base  a  thing  as  you  did  in 
the  wounded  man's  case  in  Toronto." 


THE   LEVITE   AND   THE   SAMARITAN. 

A  poor  man  fell  among  thieves,  was  wounded  and  about 
to  die.     A  Levite  came,  and  sneaked  away,  passed  him  by 
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and  left  him  in  his  wounds  and  ])]<)od.  A  poor  Samantan 
took  compassion  on  him,  bound  up  his  wounds,  took  him 
to  an  inn,  paid  his  board,  and  said,  "  Here  is  your  pay  ;  take 
care  of  him — if  it  is  more,  I  will  pay  thee  when  next  1 
come." 

How  does  this  contrast  with  the  act  of  the  late  Rev. 
Ephriam  Evans  in  December,  18.37,  after  the  battle  of 
Yonge  Street,  when  poor  Curry  had  his  arm  broken  with 
a  ball. 

I  think  that  he  should  have  let  the  man  alone  with  Mr. 
White,  who,  in  his  lifetime,  told  me  about  this  act  of  Mr. 
Evans,  and  did  not  like  it  at  all.  It  might  ))e  suggested  that 
the  preacher  sought  out  the  wound  d  man.  How  did  he 
know  he  was  in  ]\lr.  White's  house  :*  Who  told  him  ?  Cer- 
tainly not,  Mr.  White.  Then  he  must  have  heard  of  the 
man  being  there.  If  so,  this  makes  his  conduct  more  ob- 
jectionable still. 

The  Rev.  J  as.  Richardson  was  in  the  next  house,  and 
probal>ly  heard  of  the  wovmded  man.  He  did  not  search 
for  him.  He,  too,  was  the  editor  of  the  Guardian  in 
1829-30-31,  before  Mr.  Evans. 

With  my  remarks  made  about  the  Revd.  Mr.  Evans,  his 
friends  will  not,  I  dare  say,  agree ;  but  I  don't  intend  that 
my  remarks  are  to  disparage  his  general  character  for  pro- 
bity, religion  and  true  usefulness  as  a  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel. A  preacher  may  be  a  Tory,  and  ^^et  a  pious,  good  man. 
He  was,  when  I  heard  him  first,  in  1833,  preaching  in 
Hamilton — a  splendid  preacher — no  doubt  a  truly  pious 
man.  We  may  do  things  with  which  all  will  not  agree,  but 
watchful  eyes  are  3r  all  our  acts,  and  God  sees  our  acts 
and  motives.  I  can't  understand  how  Mr.  Evans  could 
think  it  right  to  do  as  he  did  in  this  care,  or  write  so  bit- 
terly against  men  struggling  for  justice,  as  the  noble  farm- 
ers were  who  took  up  arms  against  an  ungodly  set  of  office- 
holders like  those  of  Toronto  in  1837. 
22 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

My  trial  before  Judge  Robinson — My  defence  and  speech — Great 
Battle  of  Lundy's  Lane — The  arrest  of  Lount  and  Matthews — 
Beautiful  Landscapes. 

Now  this  is  entirely  a  personal  matter,  which  I  am  obliged, 
yet  sorry,  to  speak  about.     Throughout  my  life  narrative 
of  these  clays — 1836-7-8 — I  have  asserted  that  tliere  was 
no  cause  for  my  arrest ;  that  it  was  the  result  of  the  spite 
and  malignity  of  personal  enemies  in  Hamilton,  and  princi- 
pally that  political  meddler  and  upstart,  Allan  N.  McNabb, 
who  was  the  persecuting  tool  of  the  Tories  of  Toronto,  and 
his  followers  at  Hamilton,  was  the  cause  of  my  troubles  there. 
Wherever  he  could  interfere  with  his  disagreeable  and  obtru- 
sive presence  in  worrying  any  person  who  was  a  prominent 
Reformer  he  would  do  it,  until  finally  he  was  hurried  out  of 
the  world,  only  two  persons  (Mr.  Geddes,  an  English  Church 
clergyman,  and  the  other  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  friend  of  his  Catholic  wife),  being  desirous  to 
claim  his  spirit  were  present ;  a  caricature  of  it  was  made  on 
paper  at  the  time.    They  had  no  more  right  (they  and  their 
ruffians  in  Hamilton,  in  1837)  to  disturb  me  and  my  dear 
young  wife,  breaking  up  our  home  and  family  comforts,  as 
they  did,  than  they  had  to  disturb  the  most  loyal  person  in 
Canada,  except  from  some  malignant  motive.    He  had  in  Tor- 
onto an  old  but  cruel  Tory  friend  and  persecutor  in  Attorney- 
General  Hagerman,  who,  unluckily  for  the  patriot  prisoners 
in  those  days,  happened  to  be  the  Attorney-General — to 
further  his  vindictiveness.    He  it  was  that  assisted  McNabb 
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and  others  in  expellinj^,  for  political  reasons.Mr.  McKenzie  so 
many  times  from  the  Lei^islaturc.  He  belonged  to  an  ultra- 
loyal  Toronto  party  of  Tories  like  Dr.  Strachan,  Judge 
Robinson,  the  Jones  family,  and  others  that  might  be 
named,  and  was  used  for  dirty  political  work  ;  made  him- 
self necessary,  as  the  term  goes,  to  them  in  political  emer- 
gencies. He  had  ruffian  followers  at  Hamilton,  whose 
names  are  not  worth  mentioning,  who  were  used  to  perse- 
cute his  political  opponents.  He  cared  nothing  for  true 
religion,  unless  it  could  be  made  a  stepping-stone  to  accom- 
plish political  plots. 

He  knew  I  had  suits  in  the  court  against  him  which  stood 
in  his  way,  and  I  attribute  the  hostility  shown  to  me  in  Tor- 
onto, and  the  abuse  shown  to  a  young  lady,  innocent  in 
every  respect,  to  this  man's  and  his  retainers'  political  spite. 
In  fact,  it  seemed  as  if,  when  the  rising  in  Toronto  failed, 
that  victims  to  injure  were  wanted,  if  they  were  Reformers. 
McNabb,  after  his  crusade  to  Toronto,  to  aid  that  political 
fool,  Sir  Francis  B.  Head,  went  with  his  dirty  political 
followers  to  Brantford,  Oxford,  and  the  west,  and  arrested 
every  one  bearing  the  name  of  Reformer,  if  only  suspected. 
Well,  I  can  only  call  to  mind  when  his,  as  it  were,  tragic 
death   scene   is   remembered   at   Hamilton,  above  named^ 
what  the  Psalmist  says  in  Psalm  xciv.,  verse  23,  "  And  he 
shall  bring  upon  them  their  own  inicjuity,  and  cut  them  off 
in  their  own  wickedness ;  yea,  the  Lord  our  God  shall  cut 
them  off."     Also  see   Psalm  Ixxiii.,  verses   17-18.     These 
beautiful  Psalms  show  what  is  the  end  of  the  false  and 
wicked  men  of  the  earth. 

McNabb,  and  a  set  of  upstarts  like  Catholic  Sheriff 
McDonald  and  a  few  Tory  followers  in  Hamilton,  were  my 
enemies  there.  It  did  not  matter  whether  I  was  innocent 
or  not,  nor  did  it  matter  that  the  welfare  of  a  dear  young 
woman  was  concerned,  when  they  had  once  secured  my 
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arrest,  innocent  or  not.  T  iiinst  l)o  tried  and  ruined.  Ivuined 
for  tlie  time  hein^,  not  lor  all  time;  lor  lieie  I  am,  all  sal'r 
and  (iod-blessed,  in  a  very  advanced  afi^e,  liall'  a  {generation 
older  than  lie  and  Hai>erman  were  at  their  deaths,  able  to 
swinjj^  my  pen,  to  utter  my  mind,  and  Kcoui-^t;  these  two,  if 
not  three,  men  th()ron;4'hly  for  their  wicked  persecutions  of  a 
youne'  man  who  ha<l  done  no  wronjj;',  who  had  lived  an  nj>- 
riijfht,  reli<^ious  life  in  his  beloved  country. 

In  Hamilton,  as  this  booU  shows,  I  was  born;  in  it,  too, 
I  had  lived  a  relijj^ious  life,  ad\  ocated  moral  reforms,  prac- 
tised ni}' profession  for  some  years  honorably,  and  had  been 
an  agent  emj^loyed  by  suliering  men  to  scourge  this  fellow 
McNabb  throue-h  svnts  in  court,  two  or  three  of  which  were 
then  (18.S7)  ])endine-  in  my  hands  against  him. 

But  this  was  not  enouoh.  IJe  had  an  opportunity,  for 
the  time  being,  to  gratify  his  vindictive  s})iLe  against  me. 
One  word  from  him  would  have  made  Hagerman  drop  his 
groundless  persecution  of  me,  founded  on  falsehoods,  bribed 
or  frightened  \\itnesses,  and  a  packed,  ignorant  jury  in 
Toronto.  If  a  committee  were  to  be  appointed  from  the 
Legislature  of  Ontario,  or  the  House  of  Connnons  at  Ottawa, 
to  thoroughly  look  into  the  circumstances  and  evidence  of 
my  trial,  they  would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
similar  to  that  of  Algernon  Sidney's  case  in  England  in  1688, 
in  the  time  of  James  the  Second,  when  he  was  condenuied  and 
executed  because  some  compromising  papers  were  found  in 
his  bureau  reconnnending  a  new  system  of  government, 
such  as  now  exists  in  England.  The  infamous  scoundrel, 
Judge  Jeffreys,  the  tool  of  Romanists  and  James  the  Second, 
was  the  villain  used  to  try  and  condemn  Sidney,  and  finall\' 
had  to  be  confined  in  the  Tower  of  London,  to  be  saved 
from  the  vengeance  of  the  people.  Sidney's  attainder  was, 
after  the  expulsion  of  the  traitorous  James  the  Second  from 
Ireland  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  set  aside  by  the  Parlia- 
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ment of  Kn^land,  and  declare) I  illegal — <leelared,  in  fact,  a 
political  murder  of  a  brave  British  subject,  an<l  so  a])p('ars 
on  the  records  of  th«'  Kni^lisli  Parliament. 

So  in  my  case,  although  convicted  falsely,  wickedly,  of 
treason  and  sedition,  never  even  dreamed  of  by  me  against 
Queen  V^ictoria,  on  the  8th  of  May,  18:^S,  I  was  wholly  in- 
nocent. I  was  convicted  by  a  court,  pn^sided  over  by  J.  H. 
Robinson  and  C  A.  Ifat4erman,  and  an  ignorant  jury  not 
of  my  3wn  county;  whereas  I  siiouM  have  been  ti'ied,  if  at 
all,  in  Hamilton,  where  I  had  lived  and  committed  any thiii;^" 
charged — convicted,  I  say,  in  an  infamous  and  diso;raceful 
manner,  and  caused  to  leave  a  country  I  have  always  loved  ; 
convided  of  an  offence  never  comwHfcd. 

The  judij^e  was  told  by  me  (T  will  insert  a  part  of  my 
speech  to  him  at  the  time,  hereafter)  as  then  spoken, 
He  should  have  toM  the  jury  that  if  there  was  any  rea- 
sonable doubt  of  my  offence  they  should  ac(|uit,  but  through 
the  bullyino-  pleadinjjjs  of  the  Attorney-General,  and  the 
miserable  manaircment  of  the  two  lawvers  who  were  actino- 
for  me  (James  E.  Small  and  John  Bell)  the  packed  jury 
(com])lete  strangers  to  me)  were  induced  to  convict. 

This  conduct  on  the  part  of  Ha<^erman  was  shown  to- 
w^ards  others  also.  He  struggled  to  convict  Dr.  Morrison, 
and  almost  succeeded.  He  convicted  poor  John  ]\lo!it- 
gomery,  and  I  believe  tried  to  convict  Dr.  Hunter,  wIhj 
escaped  conviction.  The  times  were  such  that  no  fair  trial 
could  be  obtained,  and  most  law3'ers  were  afraid  of  the 
judges. 

My  trial  was  put  off  constantly.  No  bill  could  be  found, 
for  want  of  evidence;  no  overt  act  of  treason  could  ]»e 
proved.  Some  false,  trumped-up  evidence  was  obtained 
from  an  ignorant  Dutchman,  who  was  present  when 
the  stage  was  stopped  and  the  mails  were  examined,  on 
Wednesday,  the  Gth  day  of  December,  1837,  by  McKenzie, 
to  which  I  will  refer  brieflv  later  on. 
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Mr.  Dent  (now  deceaHod ),  who  wrote  the  account  of  tl\e 
exciting  times  of  1837-8,  of  tlie  riHin*;  of  W.  L.  McKenzie 
and  of  tlii.s  stoppingof  tlie  .stage,after  exaniinino-  the  grounds 
of  my  conviction,  says  in  his  history  that  he  cannot  see  liow 
or  wliy  there  was  any  conviction  in  ujy  case. 

Now,  after  sixty  years  liave  passed — and  when  I  am 
okl,  and  may  soon  go  before  that  Judge  who  will  examine 
all  truths  from  the  Book  of  Life — I  can  again  say  before 
Him  in  truth  what  I  told  Judge  Robinson  and  the  perjured 
jury  who  tried  me  :  that  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  rebellion  of  \V.  L.  McKenzie :  that  I  had  refused  to  join 
it,  and  had  never  in  any  way  countenanced  it  l)y  word  or 
deed  :  in  a  word,  I  was  as  innocent  of  it  as  the  young  Queen 
who  had  just  ascended  the  English  throne. 

The  rebellion,  in  fact,  was  not  against  lier  at  all,  but  was 
simply  an  attempt  to  put  down  the  intolerable  oppression 
and  wrongs  of  the  Family  Compact — as  it  were  a  local  one. 

While  1  have  these  thoughts,  and  still  think  these  men 
thus  rising  in  arms  were  justified  in  so  doing,  they  were 
ill -prepared,  hasty,  ill-led  and  ill-advised.  But  with  that 
I  had  no  hand  or  part,  and  was  simply  a  looker-on,  not  an 
actor  in  the  matter. 

CONCLUSION   OF   MY   TRIAL — SUBSTANCE   OF   WHAT   I   SAID 

TO   JUDGE   ROBINSON. 

First,  I  quote  here  my  words  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
trial,  which  was  a  mockery  of  justice,  a  farce  in  court,  a 
dernier  ressort  to  justify  the  wickedness  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  who,  having  arrested  an  innocent  man,  must  end 
it  by  a  conviction  before  a  packed  jury,  to  justify  the  gen- 
eral injustice  commenced  by  refusing  the  redress  of  the 
people's  grievances,  by  the  conviction  of  everyone  who  had 
acted  conspicuously  in  either  taking  up  arms  or,  as  in  my 
case,  advocating  their  rights  in  the  press  before  the  rising. 

I  said  to  Judge  Robinson : 
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My  Lord,  I  bet^  leave  to  say,  altlioujijh  I  have  been  con- 
victed by  the  evidence  as  produced,  I  feel  it  is  not  just. 
Mucli  of  the  evidence  against  nie  is  initrue  and  false,  which 
assertion  I  solemnly  call  God  to  witness.  I  canic  down  to 
Toronto  about  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  recent 
insurrection  to  attend  to  law  business  in  term,  expecting  to 
stay  in  term  two  weeks,  having  a  good  deal  of  law  business 
after  the  recent  assizes  in  Hamilton. 

The  most  that  I,  and  many  others  of  the  Liberal  side  of 
politics,  expected  would  take  place  in  this  Province  was  a 
convention  of  delegates  to  be  held  in  December,  who  were 
said  to  be  about  to  meet  the  last  of  December  in  Toronto. 
This  last  thing  I  only  knew  from  report  in  the  papers.  I 
was  not  a  member  of  it,  or  in  any  way  concerned  in  it- 
The  utmost  I  would  have  sanctioned  would  have  been  the 
assemblage  of  a  peaceable  convention  to  address  the  Queen 
of  England  by  a  petition  on  the  subject  of  our  political 
wrongs.  I  had  not  taken  any  part  in  this  contemplated 
convention,  and  had  never  attended  any  meetings,  although 
a  number  had  been  held  by  McKenzie  in  the  Gore  District 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting  delegates. 

As  soon  as  I  found  I  cculd  do  no  business  in  Toronto,  I 
naturally  turned  my  attention  and  thoughts  to  my  wife, 
whom^  owing  to  my  ignorance  of  the  expected  rising  about 
to  take  place  in  Toronto,  I  had  left  wholly  unprotected  and 
exposed,  and  in  a  delicate  state  of  health. 

There  were  none  but  females  in  my  house,  and  as  I  did 
not  know,  and  they  did  not  know,  what  was  about  to  take 
place,  they  would  be  greatly  alarmed  and  disturbed  on 
hearing  of  it.  So  I  hurried  home,  having  nothing  to  detain 
me.  I  was  anxious  to  go  home  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  5th,  but 
could  not,  as  there  was  no  boat  up.  I  was  advised  to  stay 
at  my  mother-in-law's  until  Wednesday,  and  go  by  stage 
in  the  early  morning.     I  went  to  town  on  Tuesday  with 
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the  intention  of  ^'oing  by  boat,  but  conld  tlien  get  no  boat. 
I  wan  on  tlie  stage  with  otliers,  stopped,  unfortunately, 
by  McKenzie,  and  sjmko  to  liini  as  an  acquaintance  only, 
and  was  anxious  to  avoid  him  in  conversation. 

It  a})pears  to  me  tliat  the  jury  has  placed  importance  on 
what  a  witness  (Shat'er)  swore  against  me  with  regard  to 
what  took  j)lace  at  the  stage  and  afterwards.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  this  witness  appeared  very  anxious  to  give  his  evidence 
entirely  on  one  side,  and  swore  to  things  tliat  never  took 
place.  The  persons  in  the  stage  were  never  placed  in  a 
circle  with  me  left  out.  I  did  not  leave  the  stage  before  it 
had  stopped  ;  I  was  in  it  a  minute  after  it  stopped  :  nor  did 
I  advise  persons  to  go  to  Toronto  to  take  up  arms ;  nor  did 
I  talk  to  McKenzie,  as  he  swore ;  nor  did  I  use  any  of  the 
expressions  he  said  I  did  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  strongly  dis- 
approved, on  various  occasions,  of  the  rising,  and  gave  no 
intelligence  to  him.  (I  had  none  to  give,  it  is  plainly 
seen.) 

While  in  Toronto  I  hud  nothing  to  d(t  with  McKenzie,  or 
any  of  Jie  rebels,  but  stood  aloof  from  him.  I  could  have 
joined  if  I  had  chosen.  That  might  have  been  done  on 
Tuesday  night  during  the  tight  on  Yonge  Street.  I  took 
no  part  particularly  on  the  Government  side.  I  was  busy 
on  Tuesday  with  law  business  in  the  city.  I  had  come 
down  late  on  Monday  night  by  the  boat.  On  Wednesday 
morning  I  started  for  home,  but  was  stopped.  Early  on 
Wednesday  morning  I  saw  Mr.  O'Reilly,  as  he  proved  (he 
swore  that  I  did  not  meddle  in  tlie  matter,  that  I  was 
quiescent,  and  was  walking  about  as  he  was.)  I  also  saw 
Mr.  Tiffany  with  him  (another  lawyer  from  Hamilton). 
Neither  he  nor  Mr.  Tiffany  had  then  taken  up  arms,  or  ex- 
hiV'ted  anymore  anxiety  or  activity  on  the  Government 
side,  than  I  had.  They  were  both,  like  myself,  down  on 
law  business. 
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With  rei;ard  to  my  pro(\U'in<^  arms,  I  am  wholly  i;;'no- 
lant  of  it.  jMr.  Mills  once,  in  a  casual  conversation,  told 
me  he  char«(ed  a  Cfi-tain  price  for  rifles:  but  he  spoke  of 
ins  own  accord,  without  a  ((Uestion  from  me.  I  never 
boufifht  or  owned  a  rillcorgun;  nor  did  I  ever  intend  or 
contemplate  oettin<;'  one  from  Mr.  Mills;  nor  did  any  cor- 
respondence evt'r  take  place  between  McKenzie  and  me 
about  it.  CThis  man  Mills  was  never  examined  in  court, 
and  the  whole  thine-  consisted  ol'  a  mere  rumor.)  The 
conversation  was  long  before  any  risine-. 

I  cannot  think,  my  Lord,  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  trea- 
son. It  may  be  in  some  respects  that  there  is  susjncion  in 
my  conduct,  but  nothing  more.  I  have  been  a  well-known 
Reformer  and  Liberal  in  politics.  It  is  also  well  known 
that  many  per.sons  who  are  Libends,  although  not  tiiding 
in  the  late  rebellion,  or  even  approving  of  it,  yet  felt  a  deli- 
cacy in  making  themselves  oflicious  on  the  Government 
aide  (knowing  that  they  would  be  viewed  with  sus[)icion 
and  looked  upon  with  a  jealous  and  watchful  eye).  Such 
a  course,  if  it  is  not  right,  is  not  criminal.  Mine  was  a  line 
of  conduct  not  perhaps  discreet  (I  had  ha<l  no  time  even 
to  take  up  arms,  as  I  was  on  my  way  home),  "  but  many 
others  have  acted  in  this  way  without  being  considered 
guilty  of  treason."  (Robert  Baldwin,  his  father,  and  at  least 
half  of  the  people  in  Toronto  and  the  country  generally, 
acted  as  I  did.)  "Neutrality  cannot  be  justilied  alwax's, 
but  in  this  case  it  can." 

"  The  letter  written  to  McKenzie  was  one  on  business  con- 
nected with  his  paper,  of  which  I  had  been  an  agent  for 
years.  I  was  intimate  with  him  as  a  Reformer,  and  had 
written  to  him  in  this  way  fre(piently  before.  It  was  not 
with  any  criminal  intent."  (This  letter  had  been  written  in 
the  summer,  long  before  any  rising,  and  had  not  been  in 
view  of  any  rising.) 
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I  ain  naturally  jittacliod  to  the  British  constitution;  I 
admire  it,  and  desire  to  live  un(h»r  it." 

"It*  I  haver  crre*!  in  \ny  views  and  con<hict  in  politics,  I 
hope  it  will  be  overlooked.  Your  Lordship  knows  that  the 
past  year  has  hccni  one  of  ^nvat  excitement  in  ])oliticH  in 
Up))er  and  Lower  Canada.  Men  may  have  lionestly  erred 
in  such  excitin^f  times  who  would  not  when  public  lite  was 
more  quiet." 

I  am  a  youn<^  man  witli  .'  \n^  family;  I  am  but  start- 
ing in  life,  and  I  li()])e  that  you  will  reconuncnd  that  a 
lenient  courHC  be  taken  towards  me.  /  have  suffered  i\oiu 
Jive 'months  of  doac  imprisonment,  separated  from  my  wife 
and  child,  part  of  the  time  on  the  point  of  death,  unable  to 
see  me,  and  part  of  the  time  I  also  was  sick. 

]My  father's  family,  and  my  father  as  well,  in  this  coun- 
try as  in  England  were  always  loyal  supporters  of  the 
British  constitution.  It  was  always  my  wish,  my  inten- 
tion and  my  duty  to  be  so  too,  yet  thought  myself  justified 
in  being  in  opposition  to  the  way  in  which  we  were  gov- 
erned by  the  colonial  olfices  in  this  Province.  But  1  never 
advised  any  one,  and  never  intended  myself,  to  take  up  arms. 

"  I  ask  you  to  restore  me  to  my  former  liberty,  rights  and 
family  by  your  influence,  for  which  I  shall  be  duly  grate- 
ful in  after  life." 

IIEMAIIKS. 

This  is  only  what  I  said  in  part,  as  I  referred  more  to 
the  evidence  and  circumstances  ;  but  such  was  the  sub- 
stance of  my  address,  wdiich  occupied  half-an-hour.  1 
dwelt  also  somewdiat  on  the  law  of  treason,  of  which  I  con- 
tended there  was  no  proof  against  me,  as  there  certainly 
was  not.  Surely  there  was  nothing  treasonable  in  merely 
speaking  to  a  man  wdiom  I  had  known  for  almost  twenty 
years,  as  I  had  known  McKenzie,  and  who  belonged  to  the 
same  Reform  party. 
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Sluiffr  Mwore  to  wanton  dclilx'i'ate  lies.  1  liad  no  con- 
versation with  liim  at  all  <»r  in  Iiis  ])n'seiice.  I  walked 
nway  at  once  with  a  .straiioe  gentlrman,  Mr.  Whiting,  wiiom, 
if  any,  they  HJjould  liave  had  there.  1  walk»Ml  twenty  mile.s 
witii  him  to  Nel.son. 

Now,  it  will  a])|)ear  hy  these  facts  how  false  was  his  evi- 
dence. Whether  he  invented  the  lies,  was  fiightened  an<l 
indnce(l  to  lie  fron\  that  of  his  vilene.ss,  or  hrihcry  of  tiie 
tools  of  the  court,  I  cannot  say.  He  was  the  only  one  ex- 
aniined  as  to  the  stage  talk. 

1st.  Is  it  likely  that  I  would  say  openly  in  the  pn>sence 
of  a  stranger  what  he  swore  to  ^  If  I  had  desired  to  say 
anvthinjjf  to  McKen/ie  J  could  have  called  him  aside.  If  I 
did  not  know  anything  to  comnunilcate,  why  shouhl  it  he 
done  !*  It  was  early  in  the  morning  when  the  stage  was 
stopped,  and  it  was  about  six  o'clock  on  Tui'sday,  the  night 
before,  that  1  had  spoken  to  him  on  Yonge  Street  in  the 
battle  and  had  said  nothing  to  him.  not  even  telling  him 
where  Jar  vis  was,  but  merely  stating  that  I  could  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  affair. 

2nd.  How  could  that  liar  hear  me  say  anything  to  people 
about  going  int(j  the  city,  when  he  did  not  walk  with  me 
at  all ;  and  if  he  had,  is  it  likely  that  I  W(^uld  have  thus 
spoken  in  the  presence  of  a  stranger  whom  I  did  not  know  :* 

Mr.  Whiting,  not  he,  walked  away  with  me.  I  believe 
Shafer  told  the  Government  that  McKenzie  did  some  cruel 
act  to  the  woman — robbed  her:  if  so,  how  was  he  with  me  f 
for  Mr.  Whiting  and  I  walked  on  (juite  rapidly.  We  had,  as 
I  thought,  twenty-five  miles  to  walk  before  dark  on  bad 
roads. 

ord.  I  never  saw  him  after  I  left  the  stage,  or  anything 
of  what  was  done.  If  I  had  said  what  he  swore  to  it  might 
be  evidence  of  an  overt  act,  but  it  would  require  additional 
evidence  to  make  it  so.     Two  witnesses  or  strong  circum- 
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HtiiHceH  in  jidditioii  ur«'  luccMsary  to  coiistiiuU'  iin  overt  act. 

TIk^  jtnl;;*' (if  (loiiin;  his  duty,  ami  lliiL;('nimii).sli(iiiid  liave 
MO  laid  it  down. 

Mil.  Tin*  cvidcnoo  of  Mills  as  to  tlu'  rill«(  was  only  licar- 
Hay,  he  not  licin;;'  tiu'iv  :  ajid  if  h<;  had  hfcii  thrrc,  it  was 
not  inii)(»itant,  it  was  not  an  overt  act.  Furthcnnoro 
tlu'i'e  was  no  rising  then  in  Ujiprr  or  I.owei*  (anada.  It 
was,  if  true,  in  the  previous  sunniMi-  or  early  autumn.  No 
risin;;"  took  plaee  in  Lower  Canada  until  late  in  Xovfuiber, 
and  none  in  lJ|)[)er  Cana<la  uuvil  the  4th  or  oth  o(*  DecM'iu- 
l)rr,  I.S.'iV,  ( )vert  acts  of  treason  should  apply  to  an  aetual 
time  of  warfare  or  rchdlion:  and  if  I  knt'W  nothin;^;  of  it, 
how  eould  I  he  jL;uilty  l)y  merely  talkinj;*  to  a  man  ahout  a 
rilhf  f     I  iiive  only  the  sulistance  of  nu'  remarks. 

The  Chief  Justice  should  have  told  the  jury  (which  was 
evidently  a  jmcked  or  strongly  ])rejudieed  one,  from  a  county 
not  my  own.  none  of  whom  I  Kiiew)  that  any  doubt  as  to 
my  ^uilt  must  ;;()  in  my  favor,  and  that  they  nnist  be  cer- 
tain of  all  facts  in  so  high  a  ci'ime — that  mere  circumstantial 
evidenci'  would  not  do.  This  was  not  done,  nor  was  there 
any  desire  to  ^^ive  me  fair[)!ay  or  justice!  in  the  face  of  facts 
which  I  stated  to  him  showing-  ni}'  innocence. 

To  sum  up  this  matter,  I  conclude  by  sayin^-  that  .ludoo 
Robin.son,  as  all  who  know  him  can  testify  to,  was,  when 
politics  were  in  (|uesti(ai,  a  very  one-sided,  prejudiced  man. 
Dr.  John  Kolph,  ])rior  to  I80O,  used  to  appear  in  court  often 
as  counsel,  but  said  he  could  not  get  justice  in  the  court  in 
which  this  man  presided. 

I  once  heard  either  William  Hume  Blake  or  R.  B.  Sulli- 
van say  that  political  prejudices  warped  his  judoment.  It 
appeared  so  in  the  ejectment  cases,  where  the  old  Metho- 
dists and  Egerton  llyerson's  new  Methodists  were  con- 
cerned, also  in  his  prosecution  of  the  editor,  Francis 
Collins. 
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It  was  MO  with  me  in  l.S')(),  \vh««n  tlif  .Marshall  and  Wiilow 
Merci'M  case  was  lu'lon-  court :  and  nioi*e  still  in  IS4  !•.  when 
I  first  met  him  in  the  lihrarv  at  the  old  Pailianient  build- 
in^s.  I  had  just  come  fr»)m  (!hica;4(»,  and  was  looking  uj* 
Ixxtks  in  the  ""'/rarv:  had  not  seen  him  for  vears.  and  had 
the  (^)ui'en's  a  .d  ( »overnor-(  Jeneral's  pardon  ior  all  |ioliti(!a! 
orienees(if  any  tla-rc  W(  ic)  eonnnitted  in  and  prior  to  l-S.'tT. 
He  stood  by  me  for  a  moment  looking"  at  nu'.and  r<inark«'d, 
witliout  mv  sneakinii'  a  woi'd,  "Are  vou  back  a<fain!'" 
"Y«'s,''  I  said,  and  he  walked  away.  Of  course  1  c<nild  say 
no  more,  as  his  salute  was  as  much  as  to  sav,  "  Ifow  does 
this  ha]i])eu,  that  you  are  allowed  to  come  back  ?"  1  un- 
derstand, if  Jilackstone  is  law%  if  a  panlon  anjounts  to  any- 
thiuff,  that  it  restores  a  man  to  his  former  position,  to  his 
former  standinj^  in  society.  If  not,  what  is  the  use  of  it  :* 
If  a  man  is  restored  under  the  Queen's  <^reat  seal  is  he  to 
be  forever  debased  ^  Is  there  "no  balm  in  (lilead"?  Is 
the  pardon  for  sin  by  the  shed  l)lood  of  Christ  of  no  use  ^ 
If  80,  then  no  sinner  can  stand  in  heaven.  St.  Paul  was 
tlie  c^reatest  of  sinnei's  :  he  held  the  clothes  of  tlu^  slayers  of 
8t.  Stephen,  an<l  was  an  accomplice  in  his  murder,  which  he 
deploriuf^ly  acknowledged  ;  yet  there  is  no  tjreater,  <;rander 
saint  in  heaven.  No  man  ever  did  so  nuich  ^ood  on  earth 
as  he.  His  woi'ds  will  last  whilst  the  world  lasts,  glorify- 
ing God  and  Christ. 

But  it  seems  a  man  (perhaps  as  I  was)  wrongfully  ban- 
ished from  his  country,  when  returning  to  his  native  coun 
try  by  order  of  the  Queen's  Govei'nor-Ceneral  is  to  be  asked, 
"  Are  you  back  again  ? " 

C.  A.  Hagerman,  when  I  first  appeared  in  court  before 
him  after  1844,  scowled  over  his  heavy  eyebrows,  looked 
angry  in  his  tiger  countenance,  never  exchanged  a  word  with 
me,  nor  exhibited  any  civility.  On  this  trial,  J.  B.  Robin- 
son forgot  that,  as  a  stripling  youth,  he  enjoyed  the  hospi- 
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tality  of  my  father  i^whih;  with  General  Brock  on  his  way 
to  Detroit)  when  my  father,  mother  and  sister  got  up  a 
grand  English  dinner  for  them,  in  1812;  forgot  that  Gene- 
ral Brock  was  my  father's  intimate  friend,  and  that  it  was 
in  my  father's  paper  Brock's  proclamation  to  Canadians  to 
come  forward  and  defend  their  country  was  inserted  and 
spread  over  Canada.  He, that  young  Mr.  J.  B.  Kobinson,  for- 
got that  my  father  s  large  company  of  Hamilton  militia  took 
an  active  part  at  the  first  great  battle  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  saw  them  there  as  a  young  man.  He  knew  all  this, 
and  probably  knew  that  my  grandfather  was  a  high  officer 
in  the  regular  British  army  prior  to  1800.  He  forgot  that 
my  father  was  one  of  the  oldest  English  Canadian  gentle- 
men that  came  to  Canada  as  far  back  as  1800,  and  that  his 
character  up  to  his  death  in  1838  was  that  of  a  loyal,  well- 
known  Englishman  all  over  Canada  and  in  the  Legislature. 
With  all  this,  not  one  word  could  be  said  in  favor  of  his 
young  son  in  1837,  wdien  in  the  lion's  mouth,  of  him  wdio 
was  a  lover  of  his  country  and  an  innocent  man. 

With  all  the  above  surrounding  indications  of  innocence, 
it  being  self-evident  that  I  intended  to  stop  in  town  two 
weeks,  having  all  my  brief  papers  and  having  written  to 
my  wife  about  my  stay ;  with  the  facts  of  my  trying  to 
get  back  home,  and  going  most  of  the  way  to  do  so ;  with 
opportunities  to  escape,  offers  to  enable  me  to  do  so,  my 
refusal  on  Yonge  Street  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
McKenzie's  rising,  and  having  no  part  in  the  affairs  at 
Toronto  or  Hamilton ;  facts  such  as  these,  if  not  strained 
to  convict,  should  have  surely  caused  an  acquittal.  Then 
the  Judge — say  anything  in  mitigation  of  this  most  serious 
of  offences  made — the  Judge  and  his  Attorney-General 
seemingly  wanted  a  conviction  to  take  place  befor  j  an  ignor- 
ant and  prejudiced  jury !  I  seem  to  hear  lawyers  and  persons 
of  common  sense  cry  out  "  Shame !  Shame  ! "     What  did  it 
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amount  to  ?  Wliy,  my  bani.sliinont  from  Canada  tjv  six 
years  and  the  loss  of  all  my  property,  until  called  l)ack  by 
Mr.  Baldwin  and  the  Queen's  pardon. 

THE   GREAT   BATTLE   OF   LUNDY's   LANE. 

In  the  former  part  of  this  volume  I  liave  described  in  a 
short  way  some  of  the  l>attles  of  the  war  of  LSI 2,  viz.,  those 
of  Detroit,  Queenston,  and  Stoney  Creek,  and  it  was  my  de- 
sire to  describe  the  above,  which  was,  perhaps,  (although  the 
numbers  engaged  were  nuich  smaller)  one  of  the  severest 
contested  battles  that  ever  took  place  in  the  world,  not  even 
excepting  Waterloo  ;  the  only  ditierence  being  that  cavalry 
were  largely  used  at  Waterloo.  And  the  fatality,  too,  was 
immense.  The  American  battles  in  the  late  civil  war  we  e 
severe,  especially  that  of  Gettysburg,  which  was  a  very 
severe  one.  With  all  that  can  be  said,  and  has  been  said, 
by  the  Americans  about  Lundy's  Lane  battle,  unquestion- 
ably the  British  side  was  best  maintained,  and  finally  tri- 
umphed. This  letter  was  written  by  me  for  the  Empire 
newspaper  in  1888. 

In  1811  the  Americans  were  divided  into  Democrats  and 
Republicans.  As  now,  the  Republicans  were  chiefly  in  the 
New  England  States,  and  were  opposed  to  the  war  of  1812 
— the  Democrats  strongly  in  its  favor,  and  determined  to 
taice  Canadp .  May  it  not  be  so  now  to  a  great  extent  ?  It 
may  be  doubted  if  General  Harrison  will  prove  more  hostile 
than  such  men  as  General  Butler  and  Senator  Morgan. 
Many  of  these  Senators  and  public  men  have  lately  told  the 
world  how  easily  Canada  could  be  conquered  now,  and,  as 
was  done  in  1812,  have  mapped  out  certain  lines  of  attack. 
Remember  what  Senator  Morgan  said  and  Secretary  Whit- 
ney said  about  the  navy,  and  lately  what  Butler  said  in  the 
North  American  Review.  They  were  to  attack  in  three 
quarters  in  1812 — at  Detroit,  Niagara  and  Montreal — and 
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<^n\  }irjiii(!S  rcjulv  t<>  <lo  s<i,  comiiiciH'iii';'  w  it  li  Hull  in  lli«' 
west,  wlio  siirrcii'Icicd  lo  llrock's  inlofior  I'oi'cc,  14lli  of 
Aui,nist,  I  SI  2,  mikI  liis  !,()()()  i-c^^nilars  \ver(j  iiiui-cIkm]  down  to 
Qu('l,«'c.  'I'liey  MttfU-kcd  I  Ik-  \i;i;^ar;i  IVoiiiiin-  with  <S, ()()() 
iiM'M.  uiidci'  \  ;m  ll(?ii.ss<'l(','ii\  iiiid  wcic  hcjitm  ai  (^iicM'tiHtoii 
l)y  Hi'ock  Mini  Slioill'r,  willi  a  loss  ol'  900  prisoners.  'I'li<'y 
])roj»Mr('(l,  uii'lci"  (Jcnri'nl  I  )<;irl)oni,  l(),()()()  men  to  iniu'cli 
and  taJ\t'  Monlrcal  \)y  way  of  ijakc  (  Hianiplain,  and  wci-c 
driven  l)a('k,  and  all  that  Muslci"  and  ^^icai  nia,)»|)(M|-ont 
CMni]>ai}4,n  Icll  lliron;^^.  Tlirir  nnndx-rs  wen'  snllicMC'iifc  ; 
tlu'ii"  inana^cnu'id.  I;ad  'I'lic  ( 'aiiadijins  lia<l  only  4,r)()() 
rcn'uiars  (,o  assist  llic  inililiu.  In  llpp(!r  (  unada  iJic  ))o])U- 
latioii  Nva:.  less  lliaii  100, ()()() ;  in  J^owci'  ('anada  noL  iiioivi 
tliaii  •jr)(),0()0;  wlicicas  histoiy  says  the  Anicric.aiis  liarl 
S,000,()00.  'I'licy  had  :},000,000  in  tlir  ivvolutioiiary  war. 
N\)W,  it  \vill  l>e  scf'.n  iJicy  liad  sixiccn  iiirn  t,o  oui*  one  in 
1S12,  and  now  lln'y  Imvc  ahoni  ('I(!V('i\  to  oui"  oiw.  We 
liavc  over  ^.OOO.OOO,  ilicy  lia\c  over  (;0,000,000.  VVc  a.rf, 
jionio(;"('n('ous  in  races,  llicy  dixfrsc,  consistin*;'  of  <S,()0(),()()0 
Macks,  oNcr  r),000()0()  l<]ui'op<an  roi-cio-ncrs,  sucli  as  Nor- 
N\('<^ians,  ( (crinans,  Italian.^;,  ilolicmians,  Ilussians,  SwimIcs, 
wIk)  wouM  not  care  io  li;;lil  ('anada:  IIm;  Kcnian-Irisli,  ol" 
C(.»ursc,  woidd.  Oni'  jKjopIc,  hcin;;'  all  IJi'itisli  in  origin  and 
Fr<'nc]i,  wouM  fl<^l»t  for  tlicii-  homes.  So  whilst  it  is  easy 
to  talk  and  ma])  out  cani])ai;;ns,  it  is  not  so  (jas^^  to  rullil 
}io])os;  and  we  all  should  i-cnicndx'r  liow  mucli  In'ttcr  it 
would  l)c  to  s[»cnd  national  efforts  and  wcaltli  in  the  con- 
version ol'  tlic  world  to  the  religion  of  .fosus  C'hrist  tljan  to 
slied  oach  otlier's  bkjod. 

Now  th(i  Americans,  such  as  Jiutlei*,  Sherman,  Mor^'an, 
Wliitney,  the  New  York  Sun  and  other  fire-craters,  have 
mapped  out  tlie  whole  Dominion  in  Hometliing  the  same 
way  as  in  1811-1".  It  will  be  seen  we  are  i'ar  stronger  in 
proportion  now  than  in  1812,  as  compared  with  tliem.    The 
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ScjuLIi,  on  uccoiiiil  (»r  tlic  w.irof  I  .S(j  I -T),  is  still  sulky,  wouM 
not  aid  IIm;  North  in  a  war  on  us,  as  tin-  l"]ast('i'n  Kcpuhli- 
cans  (lifj  imtaid  IIk;  Driiioci'ats  in  I.SI'i.  in  I'jict,  tlici"<3  was 
a  Htroni;'  talk  of  secession  to  Imi^^IjiikI  hy  the  .\(!W  Kn^^daiui 
States  in  iSTi.  1  miii  ahelieverin  the  int(M'j)Ositioii  oi*  (^J(I 
—  the  (Jod  who  ])laced  man  on  I  he  earth  in  all  e-reat  ino\  c 
iiients  on  eaith;  and  althoueji  a  nation  may  seem  \  ery 
poweri'nl  in  niimliei's  aii<l  resoiiiiM'S,  unless  ( Jod  wills  it,  men 
ean'l  d<;  /)ti>t  as  they  phrase;,  'ihis  was  shown  in  aneieiit 
times  in  the  old  .J(^wish  wars,  a,nd  in  a,  remai'kahltr  way  in 
tilt!  |)i'esei\at,ion  ol"  i^iif^land  tVom  the  ;j,reat  S)>anish  y\r- 
mada,  in  the  success  of  William  oi'  ()i'an;j;e,  and  in  tin; 
<lovviil'all  ol'  ihat^Tcat  tyrant  and  unpi-incipled  adventurer, 
\aj)oieon  tli(5  l*'irst,  who,  as  a  cae-ed  lion,  hrealluMJ  out,  Ins 
lil'c!  on  t,h(!  island  of  St.  ilelcna,  undei-  I  lie  I'oMs  of  tlio 
str(!amin<'"  l>ril  ish  llae'. 

TIk!  AiiHiricans  thr(!atene(|  to  do  eivat  tlilnes  in  iSI2 — 
as  tli(!y  thi'caten  to  do  now — hut  tluiy  iiad  l)ett(;r  (;n(|uii'(i 
ir  (j|o<l  is  with  them.  A;^nostics  say  (jlod  is  with  the  suc- 
cussrul  b)'av(!,  with  powerful  ai'maiiHiuts  and  gunpowder; 
not  always,  hy  any  means,  ii'  (j!od  )'(!i<^ns  in  this  univ<ii\s(; 
which  I  heli<3V(!,  ho  can  secretly  thwai't  the  evil  machina- 
tions oi'  men.  'I'lic  ai'maments  oi"  the  Americans  of  1812-]'i 
ca,me  to  nauelit,  as  tin;  surrender  of  Hull,  the  takiuix  of 
Mackinac,  the  l)attles  of  (^)ue(!nston,  Stoney  Creek,  ano' 
many  otJier  i"ev(!rses,  cleai-ly  sliow.  ^I'he  (tanipai^nsof  J814 
wore  in  souk;  nssjiects  moi'e  successful,  hut  not  on  the 
wdiole,  and  tlio  terrible  hatth;  of  J.iUndy's  Lam;  sliovv.s  what 
hard  woi'k  they  Iwid  and  wei'e  (;ou([U(!red. 

I  find  this  account  in  the  work  of  William  H.  Withrow, 
M.A.,  pulilished  in  ISTO,  which  can  be  found  in  th(5 'J oronto 
Public  Libraries,  pur[)ortiii^  to  bo  for  the  u.S(!oi'  schools.  T 
liavo  read  many  parts  of  tiiis  work  within  a  bw  days,  and  am 
sorry  to  say  that,  like  many  American  works  on  the  war  of 
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1812,  it  i.snot  (iiilircily  I'iili.'ihlc.  I  know,  i'voMi  my  own  know- 
Ic'lj^c,  it  is  orossly  wr()iin-  in  its  uccounts  oi"  the  (;ivil  coiiiino- 
tioiis(;r  liowoi' Canada  and  fit  Toronto  ill  l8'{7-8  !).  Tin,' ac- 
count it  ^'iNcs  of  (he  hjittlc  ol"  M on (j^on lory's  Hill,  in  IK.il,  is 
a|)iiro  I'ahrication,  asjui^its  iin])li('atioiis  ol"  sorno  pcirsons  in 
Toronto  (sueli  .'is  l>i(lwrj|  jukI  Dr.  Monison),  who  w<'i'e 
n(!\cr  ])ro\(!(l  ^.^iiilty  of  trcsason  ;  also  its  j^iv-at  prcju'licos 
against  tlic  leaders  in  Lower  (Jatiada  and  William  Lyon 
McKeii/if!  are  iinjnsl.  y\s  to  l^iin<ly's  Lane  l»attle,  o-iven  in 
Mr.  Withrow's  liook,  it  is  as  follows  : 

"  Karly  in  .May  (1814)  Sir.j;inies  Yeo  and  (Jeneral  Drnni- 
nioiid,  witli  a  <lioiis;ind  men  attaekefi  i''orl  ()s\\"<''o.  'Ihn 
ass;tultin<4'  Jini'ty  ol'  three  hundred  ;iiid  l"orty  soldiers  and 
sailors,  in  t\\i'  'incr,  of  a  heavy  lire  oi"  ^'I'ape,  stormed  the 
stroiiLi' and  well-did'tMided  foi'i,.  In  h.'dl'- -n-hour  it  was  in 
their  hands,  Mud  (Ik^  stores,  hari.icks  and  shi j>]»in;;'  wei'e  rle- 
stroyed.  A  lew  days  laier,  while  attempt  ine'  !lie  capture 
of  a  llotilla  of  hai'^;es  ne,!i'  Sackett's  Ila.rhoi-,  a  Uritisli  force 
was  cut  to  pieces  with  the  loss  of  two  hundred  men.  Na- 
pohon  was  now  a  prisonei'  in  KIha,  a,iid  l'ai;4land  was  eii- 
ahlcd  to  tlirow  ereater  \'\^(ir  Into  lusr  tians-Atlantic  war. 
In  th(i  month  of  dune,  s(!V(!i'a,l  •re;^iments  of  the*  veteran 
troops  of  \Vellini;,ton  landed  at  Queliec.  The  most  sanguin- 
ary events  of  th(3  campni^n,  howev(3r,  occurred  on  tlio 
Niai-ara  frontier.  On  duly  8rd,  (j(;nerais  lirown,  Scott 
and  Ilipley,  with  a  force  of  4,000  men,  crosscnl  tlu;  Nia^^ara 
at  ButKalo  and  captured  Fort  Erie,  defcMuhMl  })y  only  170 
men.  (General  iliall,  witli  a  force  of  2,400  rej^'iilars,  militia 
and  Indians,  met  the  invaders,  led  by  (jleneral  iJrown  at 
C}upi)ewa.  Instead  of  jirudeiitly  niinainin^-  on  the  <h'i"en- 
sive,  lio  l)oldly  attackc^d  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  up  a 
^ood  position,  and  wei'e  well  su))))orted  ])y  ai'tiliery.  The 
battle  was  tierce  and  bloody,  but  tin;  AmericaiiH  W(;re  wcll- 
ofticered,  and   their  steadiness  in   acti<jn   gave  evidence  of 
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inij)»'Ove(l  diill.  After  an  oh.stin.itc  (•n;^oi;4'('ni(nit,  and  tlio 
cxliiltifioii  oi"  unavailiiiL'"  v.'dor,  the  liritisli  were  Toi-ccd  to 
r''ti'c;it,  willi  ;i  loss  in  killed  Miid  wniijMicd  of  ITO  :  Hint  ol' 
tlie  y\iii('i-i(;aiis  Wir;  '\'H).  jfiall  irlirrd  in  <'()(,(1  oivlci-  to 
'I'wM.'nty  Mil(!  erf'cl<  (t<)\var<ls  i  hiinilton  ).  Ilivjwn  I'cdlowcid 
to  <,.)n<'cnst')n  llfiiilils,  j'avaii'fMl  tlif  ('(^nnt  r\',  find  l)upn<'d  tlic 
village  of  S(.  l)a\id's,  and  I'clin'ncd  to  Ciiipjxswa,  followed 
a<rain))V  Riall  as  f.-ir  ;is  Lnnd\''s  Lmiic. 

"In  ili(;  jncanwliili'.  (icnci'iil  I  )i'nniinond,  licarin"'  jit 
Kin<^'ston  of  the  in\asioii,  linsirncd  witli  wlint  Iroojis  lie 
conid  eollrel  to  strcni^t  iif!>  <!ie  Hi'iiisli  foi-cc  on  tlif  fi-ontit'i\ 
K<  .'icliinjj;  Ni;i";ii'a  on  tli<'  l^.ltli  of  .liilN',  lie  Mdv.inecd  with 
ei^'ht  hnndi'cil  ni<n  to  sn])))ort  Hinll.  lie  met  Kiall's  army 
in  I'cli'cnt  hcfoi'c  the  inimen.scl\'  snjx'i'ior  ioi-ecs  of  the 
eti'Mnv.  I>nt  coiintermandinL!'  tin-  mo\ cmcnl,  lie  imme<li.'it('lv 
foi'me<l  the  order  of  hattle.  lie  oeen])ied  ilie  gently  swell- 
ine;  acclivit\'  of  liinuU's  Lane,  nlaeinfi-  Iiis  ifuns  in  tlie 
centre  on  its  crest.  His  entii'e  foi'Cf;  was  sl.xteen  hun<h'ed 
men  ;  that  of  the  enemy  was  live  thoMsaiid. 

"  Tlie  attaek  hee'an  at  six  o'clo(;k  in  th(;  evenin'^  Dnim- 
inond's  troops  liavine-  tliat  hot  dnlv'  day  maielied  from 
Niaj^aia.  'Ilie  Americans  made  despera,t(^  efi())'ts  to  cap- 
ture tlic  Ih-itisli  1)atteiy,  l)nt  the  e^uiniei's  stuck  to  theii- 
pieces,  and  swept  with  (k'adly  1ii*e  the  suro-inrr  masses  of 
tlie  fo(3,  till  some  of  them  were  hayoneted  at  their  post. 
Idle  carnaev  o!)  Ix.th  sides  was  terrihle. 

"At  len5j;th  tiie  lon;4-summei- twili<;ht  cl()S<Ml,and  tlie  pity- 
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aniid  the  darkness  the  stulihoiii  comhat  ra^ed.  The  Ameri- 
can and  J^»ritish  euns  weiv  almo.st  muz/le  to  mu/zk^ ;  some 
of  each  weri;  ca])turedand  i-ecaptured  in  fierce  hand  to  hand 
fight.  Aljout  nine  o'clock  a  lull  occurred.  The  moon  rose 
upon  the  tra<.^ic scene,  li;^htin«^  up  the  ghastly, starine^  i'aci'S 
of  the  dead  find  the  writhin<^  forms  of  the  dying,  thegi'oans 
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of  ili(^  \V()iiii«l('(I  iiiiiinliiiu  uwrully  with  tlic  deep  otiMiiiil 
roar  ol'  tii<;  iwii'lihoriiii''  cataract. 

" 'I'lut  r(!tr(!atiri;(  van  of  lliair.s  ariiiy  now  I'oturiMMl  with 
a  hody  of  niiliiia,  tw(il\(!  hniuhvMl  in  jill.  The  Anicricaii.s 
also  hroui^dit  np  IViisli  i'(jh(4'V('.s,  iunl  (li<'  coinhat  was  n^newcd 
witli  incrcMHcfl  liiry.  Their  lines  ol"  lire  marked  (lie  posi- 
tion ol"  tli(!  inl'antiy,  while  IVoni  tli(!  Iiot  li|)S  ol"  the  cannons 
Hashed  red  \'olleys  ol*  llanie,  i'e\ealinn'  in  l>i'ii;ht  fleams  tlie 
<liHord(!rod  raid<s  sti"nei>liiin-  in  the  olooni.  I»\'  iMidni""lit, 
after  six  honrs  ol"  mortal  eonllict,  sevenlecn  hundred  men  lay 
«h'ad  or  woinidcfl  on  the  Held,  when  the  AnKU'icans  ahan- 
donedtlu!  hopeless  eont-i'st,  t  h(;ir  loss  hein;^-  luru;  hundred 
and  thii'ty,  Ix'sides  tJn'ee  hundred  taken  pj'isoners.  The 
lii'itish  loss  was  s<!\en  hundrcid  and  se\('nt,\'.  Todav  the 
pciacoful  whea,t  fields  wa\'e  upon  tlic  sunny  slopes,  I'ei-tili/ed 
hy  tlie  hodies  of  so  many  hrave  men,  and  the  plou<^hsha!e 
U[)turns  I'usted  hulNits,  re;^i mental  hiittons  a,nd  other  rrdics 
of  this  most  sanii'uinai'v  hattleoi'  the  war.  Throwing  tlieir 
hea,vy  l>aie'<^-a^'e  and  t.ents  into  the  I'ushin;^'  ra))idsoi'  tlie  Nia- 
ejii'a,  the  fueitives  I'etrcated  to  l^'ort  iM'ie,  win^v  For  thre(i 
Wiicks  they  wvn'.  closely  ljesieo(.(|  hy  halt'  their  nundiei-  ol" 
Bi'itish.  Two  American  schooners  wei-e  veiy  cleverly  eaji- 
tui'cd  hy  Caj)t.  Dohhs.ol"  the  Royal  Na\y,l)y  means  oi'  hoats 
conveyed  hy  sheer  I'orce  of  human  muscles,  twenty  mii<is 
acroHS  the  country  in  the  rt^ar  of  th<;  Amei'ican  lines,  from 
the  Niagara  to  Lake  Kri(;. 

"On  the  l.'ith  ol"  August,  at'tei*  a  \  if^oi'ous  bomhardment, 
a  nijrht  attack  in  thi'ee  columiiH  was  ma<le  upon  tlie  fort. 
^l\vo  of  the  cohnmis  had  already  ellected  an  entrance  into 
tiu!  works  wdiiMi  an  explosion  of  a  niae;azine  blew  into  the 
air  a  storming-  ))Mi'ty,  and  caused  the  r(!pulse  of  the  Jiritish 
with  a  toss  in  killed,  woujided  and  captured  of  (.50  men. 
'I'he  Americans,  sti'on^ly  reiid'orced,  a  month  later  made  a 
vie()rous  sally  from  the  fort,  hut  were  driven  back  withaloss 
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rm  ilic  part  ol'  Itoili  ;is.s;iil)iiits  .iml  M.s-;uilc<l  ol'  alioul  lOO. 
Shortly  ••ill  <•)•  (ufimral  l//,iii'<|  Mew  ii|i  I  Ik^  woi'ks  uiid  it- 
oroHScd  tlic  ri\t'i-  to  jlic  riiitfl  St;it.<'S  IcvviUny." 

'IMiis  is  ii  \{'vy  (lillci'ciit  mccmiiiiI,  IVoin  tliut  ;^i\<'ii  l»y  tlii' 
b«!st  Aiii('i-i(%*iii  ;iiiMi(triti('.s,  as  \v<ll  as  to  (lie  (  "lii|)[)cvva- 
Lumly's  Italic  l(a,lll('  and  stdisctninit,  and  \>y\(iv  <'\(  iiis. 

'I'lic.rc;  Miiisl,  he  fn|-cu-i(,iis  ciTors,  ii'  not  lalsdiood,  in  some 
oiHt:  Ml'.  Wit  lii-<nv  is  too  IjiNoi-aMi'  lo  tin;  Uritisli,  tin; 
Ain(;»"i('uiis  ('(nially  so  to  tlicii-  side  l»ul  it  will  ajipcjir 
(ividoiit  to  ('vcrvonc  that  the  hatth;  of  liUndv's  LaJK!  was  a 
<l<'l"t'at  to  the  Anici'icans,  iiistcail  ol  A  drawn  hat  tic  I 
tliink,  how(i\<'r,  that  the  forcM.'k  ol'  «'a(;h  wen;  ])i'»'tty  (Mjual. 

Another  hook,  a»itlioi'i/«'d  hy  the  Ontario  Ministci'  of 
hjdu('a,tion,  an<l  used  in  oin-  piihlic,  schools  <»n  tin;  liistoiy  of 
('ana,da,  is  a  small  work  \)y  .1.  I^'rith  .h-d'crs,  MA. 

'I'liis  hook  says,  2r)tli  .inly,  1<SI1':  "And  now  conmifncod 
the  hattle  ol"  I^undy's  Lane,  the  hloodicst  battle  o\'  the  war 
of  1812.  It  commenced  at  fiv(!  o'clock  and  lasted  till  niid- 
niifljt,  wdicn  the  Americans  withdrew,  haA'ine;  lost  1,200 
ni'ti,  th(;  lii-itish  !K)(),  with  theii-  i^(;tu!i-al,  Itiall,  who  was 
taken  pi'isoner  when  cai"rie(l  ofl'the  field  ol"  battle.*  (^(inc- 
ral  Di'ummond  ])ursued  the  enemy  and  besi(!;^od  them  at 
Fort  \'A''n\  which  tin;  Americans  hehl  till  the  oth  ol'  Novem- 
ber, and  then  withdrew." 

This  account  and  Withrow's  account  do  not  look  like 
the  Americans'  history,  which  says  (the  read(?r  will  i-emem- 
ber)  that  the  Americans  hehl  t  he  field,  and  the  J>i-itisli  lost 
the  most  men.  And  it  will  be  s(M;n  that  Withrow's  and 
.lefier.s'  account  did'er  in  the  nund)e)'oi'  the  Americans  killed 
Ol'  lost,  and  in  some  (jthei-  resj)ects.  Withrow  says  the 
l^))'itish  loss  was  770;  the  Americans  say  it  was  over  000, 
Such  war  accounts  cuinot  be  I'ldly  i-elied  on. 

I  sjiw  in  the  autumn  ol'  1<SI{!)  on  the  st<iamei'  Illinois, 
when  ^'oin;^  from  Bull'alo   t(^   ChicaLjo,  a  Ca-[)tain    Blake,  in 
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cliJU'f^c  o\'  tliis  liojit,  Ji  l.'ir^^c,  Mllilt'tit'  iiiuii,  who  toM  iiic  he 
was  ill  till!  Italil*!  on  tlic  AiiicricMii  side,  and  descrihtMl  its 
teri'ildc  iialiii'o,  and  the  liand-t(j-liaii<l  .sti'il**'  hctwot'ii  the 
bnivosfc  and  most  powcrTul  nini.  Tlic  late  diid;;*'  McL  iii 
— a  Ji()l)l(;  HjKiciiiicii  ol"  ;i  man,  tail  and  j/owerl'nl — was  in 
this  and  QiU'c^nston  lial tics,  and  was  l»adly  wcjimdcd.  His 
nol)!*!  li^iUi't;  was  Tor  iiian\'  vojn'i^  seen  in  Toronto  al)out  til- 
teen  years  a<^o,  Ixiinn-  i]n>  Cliid'  .liistin,'  oL'  tin;  (jonrt  of 
Appeal.  My  wii*«.''s  rather, the  late  Mr.  Mradshaw,  ol"  llani- 
ilt(jn,  a  son  ol"  a  IJ.  I*].  I^oyalist  ol"  Niagara,  tlien  a  youn;^ 
nian,  i'ou<:;ht  at  Ijundy's  I^ane,  and  a  huekshot  or  hall 
knocked  oil'  th  ock  ol'  his  niiisket,  hill  still  he  I'oUiiht  un\ 
and  1  hav(;  lieard,  I  think,  that  the  hntt  ends  ol'  their  mus- 
kets were  used  in  tins  liiiht,  when  no  other  nse  could  he 
niad(!  ol'  th(!ni.  The  same  Mr.  iJradshaw  was  one  ol"  tlie 
hand  ol'  Canadian  militia  who  tcMjk  {"'oi't  Xiaeara  from  the 
Americans  by  a  surprise  ni^lit  attack,  and  assisted  after- 
wards in  tlie  capture  of  Ihill'alo,  in  the  winter  of  ISl.S.when 
it  was  burnt  in  I'etaliation  for  the  destruction  of  Nia^iara 
on  the  loth  ])ecemher  pricjr.  The  Americans  had  at  that 
time  2,000  men,  the  British  only  one-third  the  numher. 
This  burning  of  Buffalo  took  ])lace  on  the  MOth  J)ecemi;er, 
1813. 

The  takinLrof  Fort  Niauara  was  a  verv  bra\(!  ati'air.  'i'he 
post  was  surprised  at  nioht,  tli<!  sentinels  killed,  and  the 
soldiers  beino-  all  asleep,  except  some  officei's  who  were 
playinf]^  whist,  who,  whilst  talking-  aloud,  were  seen  throu<;h 
the  windows  by  the  British,  and  one  of  the  number  said 
"  What  is  trumps  :* "  when  the  i3ritish  rushed  in  on  them 
and  replie<l,  "  British  bayonets,"  and  the  fort  fell  with  '>()0 
])risoners,  *),000  stand  of  arms  and  all  the  stores. 

My  remarks  on  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  also  on  the 
taking  of  York,  will  next  appear. 

WiiriTExN  15Y  Charles  I>urand  i-'or  the  Empire. 

Toronto,  November  21,  1S88. 
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N.H. — Sino«!  ilif  jiliovn  was  written,  alxjiit  six  years  uiro, 
I  atteiide*!  the;  cel^^bi'Mtion  of  tliisjrrcat  battle,  wlioi  a  "iicat 
CDinpany  was  tliei'r,  I  i(  a<l  a  more  elaltoi'ate  aec(nnit  ol"  it 
lliaii  (lie  a])()ve — lecture*!  on  it  I'oi-  IimII'  an  hour  my  wil'e. 
and  Hoa  vveiv  with  me. 


Tin;  i,\MKN"n;i)  noulk  dan  id  m  \i  rnKws. 

He  was  a  line  looking-  m.-ni  personally,  very  slont,  i'ully 
five  feet  ten  inches  hieh,  ratJier  handsomi'  in  t'aco. 

Mi's.  A.  M,  Smith,  now  li\ine-  on  (Jerrard-Street  Kast, 
near  I'emhi'oke,  told  me  lately,  and  some  yeaj's  ae()  also, 
that  she  happened  io  l>c  at  tlu!  house  of  a  i'armer  named 
Duncan  (whose  son,  l»y  tin;  way,  in  l<S()()-l-2,  helpe(l,  with 
Mr.  Thomas  Ander.son  and  William  II.  Doel,  to  e-ct  the 
heauliful  marble  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  ]..ount 
and  Matthews  in  tlu;  Necro])olis),  when  \nH)V  Matthews, 
after  the  halth;  of  Montj^omeiy  Hill,  came  on  to  Air.  Dun- 
can's h()US(i  for  a  night's  sheltei-,  with  ele\-en  men.  She 
was  a  youni;"  e-ii-^  1*2  years  old,  tlain,  and  heine*  alarmed  hid 
unde)*abe(l  in  the  ]'oom  wh(!ro  tluy  rested.  She  saw  and 
heard  all  that  t(jok  place,  and  has  desci'ilied  it  to  me.  I 
put  this  in  connection  with  tin;  ca])ture  of  Mi-.  Lount  on  tln^ 
ice  near  J)unville.  Alatthews,  after  the  battle,  had  with 
eleven  men — two  of  them  his  sons — been  in  the  woods 
several  days,  until  they  were  nearly  fro/en  and  starved. 
He  ha<l  been  tryine*  to  ^etto  Fickei-ing,  liopine'to  esca])e  in 
a  schooner,  but  was  so  weary  and  his  men  refusinj^  U)  follow 
him  down  tlien?,  he  stopped  for  the  night  at  Mr.  Duncan's, 
who  was  a  strong  sympathizer  with  McKenzie. 

Afatthews  was  not  at  Montgomery's  Hill  at  the  battle, 
but  had  been  sent,  very  foolishly,  to  the  Don  Bridge  to  en- 
ter the  city  that  way  ;  whereas,  all  the  patriot  forces  should 
have  been  concentrated  if  tb(y  wished  to  make  a  bold 
stand.  AVhen  in  the  Duncan  house,  a  company  of  50  nien 
from  tlie  citv  and  country  surroinided  and  attemT)ted  to  nr 
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rest  the  coinjiaiiy.  Tlu;  jxitiiots  at  tiisl,  .she  savs,  lii*('<l  .some 
sliotH,  and,  slic  tliiiiks,  wouiulc*!  (In'<)ulsl(l(.'i'.s,  l»ut  wno  po-- 
siljulcd  l»y  MutlhcwH,  as  it  wii.s  useless  to  <)j>[H)se  the  lnr^^e 
coinpany  ol'  ( Jovenniieiit  Militia,  to  surrendt'i',  when  the 
lattei'  entered  and  tooU  tlie  patfiots'  ^nns, and  them  ])iison- 
ers.  One  of  the  <funs  was  a  fine,  heautii'nl  lilh.'  that  Mat- 
thews  used  in  tiie  War  ol'  1812,  and  his  I'alher  had  used  in 
tlie  Hevolutionary  Warol'  1775  in  lavor  of  the  ih-itish  Oov- 
eriniieiil.  How  strange  this  was!  The  patriots  were  tied 
with  rojx's  and  iiiai-ched  into  the  city.  See  the  account  ol' 
his  death  (elsewhere. 

He  and  his  two  sons  and  tlie  otiier  jtooi-  fellows,  wilh 
their  sore  feet,  were  tied  toficther  with  ropes  an<l  marched 
utr,  six  miles  oi-  more,  to  liaol. 

Here  wei'e  tiic  sons  of  nohle  I'armei's  -  he  a  farmer  hav- 
ing* liOO  acres  of  splendid  land  in  i^^ast  JMekorine-  near 
Whitity,  a  lo\<'ly  s])ot  close  to  Iirou;;ham  \'illai,^e — lie,  tlu; 
son  of  a  man  who  foui^lit  in  the  1)attles  of  Xew  Yoi'k  in 
177'»,  foi*  Britain,  and  his  son,  at  (^ueenstown  an<l  p(!rha|»s 
at  I^undy's  Lane,  used  like  a  doe-.  Had  he  not  stopped  the 
iirine-  his  men  woidtl  ha\(i  killrMl  many  of  the  men  who  so 
used  him.  Mr.  Alexander  iNhmnino-  told  me  that  when  th<' 
old  jn'ison  Hoor  of  the  c(dl  where  li(3  and  Lount  s))ent  ovei* 
4  months  awaitini(  their  fate  was  removerl,  one  of  the  ])laiiks 
was  found  witli  the  name  "  Matthews"  written  or  marked 
in  hlood. 

Ma.ttl»ews  (I  saw  liim  and  Lount  walk)  walked  bravely 
to  the  ,i;'allows.  mount  it,  with  his  brother  patriot  l^ount, 
12th  A})ril,  lS)i(S,  and  shed  his  bkjod  foi"  liberty  and  Cana- 
dian rii^lits.     He  struggled  som(!.     Lount  died  instantly. 

The  Kev.  Jiishop  Richardson  told  me  what  Lount  told 
liim.  whieli  I  niay  speak  of  again.  He  died  a  rejoicing 
Christian. 

Both  of  these  men  were  in  the  middle  of  life,  with  large 
famdies.     Their  families  and  wives  left  Canada. 
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of  Nortli  ^'(H•k,  licl(t\c(|  l)\'  r\rr\-(»ii('.  Til*'  lu<lifiii.s  lovod 
him  and  cniiM!  l(jii;^' <listniic«'H  to  ;;et  Iiis  axt's.  Ilo  was  a 
vt.'iy  c'onspicuouH  intiii  in  .si/«' — a  licad  taller  than  inosl men 
— and  coidd  not  Tail  In  he  idcntilied  hy  the  ))uhiic  ;  l)ut  he 
worked  liis  way  t<»  J)unn\  ille,  and  on  a  cake  (»!'  lloatin^j^  ice, 
o])|M)sit<!  liulialo,  was  laken  Iroin  it  hy  some  watchin;;' 
(lovei'innent  s])ies,  conveyed  to  Chippewa  and  Nia;;aia,  and 
used  with  a  n()i)(l  deal  of  indi;;'nity  hy  a  few. 

The  eonntiy  was  nnder  a  terror  thei'e.  More;  than  haH'ol" 
tiu'  pcioplc  took  no  part  in  this  affair,  [)rol)al)ly  sympath- 
i/ed  with  the  risin;;'  ))eoj)le.  iMeii  may  do  so  and  yet  not 
take  up  aims.  The  whole  afi'air  took  the  country  ]>y  sur- 
prise. Had  there  hoen  a  convention  called  lii'st,  t)ie  matter 
nii^!:]it  have  l)oen  ditlVn'ent. 

I.ANDSCAPES    AND    15EAUTIFi;i.    VIKWS    FN    CANADA. 

T  liave  })een  very  fond  of  lookine-  at  these  in  our  l)om- 
inion — .some  years  a^^o  wrote  an  article  on  many  of  them 
in  th(!  Globe,  ton  h^n^  to  [)ut  in  my  volume,  hut  will  here 
allude  to  a  i'oAV. 

The  views  of  the  l]lue  Mountains  of  Col lini;' wood  are 
veiy  Hue,  and  the  scenes  alon^j^  the  lake,  as  you  <^o  to  Mea- 
ford  from  Collinn^woo<l,  are  so.  Not  far  from  Thornhury, 
towards  CoUin^wood,  the  height  of  some  of  the  IMue  Moun- 
tains is  ])erha])s  eleven  hundred  feet,  and  in  old  tim(\s, 
when  I  first  saw  them,  ea<j;-les — the  white-headed  species — 
were  ill  the  haV)it  of  fi'efjuentin^  them.  Trees  of  all  kinds 
adorn  the  sides  of  the  mountains.  The  \'iew  from  the 
m-'Hutains  a  few  milt.'s  IVom  Collino-wood,  over  tlu;  (jeoro-ian 
Bay,  at  the  Chri.stian  islands  and  eastward,  and  southward 
towards  iJarrie  and  ^lidland,  is  very  fine.  Meaford  and 
Tlioi'nliurv  I  used  to  \isit  often  twent\'  and  tliirtv  vcars  ai;o, 
attondinu  coui'ts. 
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HAM  1 1.TON    M( )rNTA INS. 

Views  over  Ifainiltoii  to  l''laiiilK)i'(>'  Knst  !in<l  West,  an<l 
over  the  J^mliiiiiton  Jjhv  jukI  Lake  Oiitai'io.  and  from  L^'e  s 
iiioimtain,  above  Stoney  Creek  over  tlie  lake,  espt'cially  at 
Hunrise,  ai'e  very  t^raiwl.  N()tlunt(  can  exceed  tlie  spleii'lor 
of  tlie 

SUNRISE    VIEW    OVER   STOXEY^  CREEK.  ^ 

From  Ancaster  tine  views  can  Ix'  liad  nortliward  (.vei- 
Dundas  an<l  tlie  West  Flamboro'  moutitains. 

(,»rEEN.STOX    HEIGHTS   AND    HRCXKS   MONUMENT. 

There  a  wonderfid,  expansive  view  can  be  bad  of  Lake 
Ontario,  Nia<^ara,  nortli,  east  and  W(  st,  and  towards  Tor- 
onto, as  far  as  tlie  e^'e  can  reach,  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty 
miles. 

Hills  around  Dunchis  and  its  iroroe  on  the  Flamboro' 
mountain  are  .some  of  them  beautii'ul.  Among  these  hills 
I  was  delighted,  as  a  little  boy  in  1 810-1 7-18;  later,  t*.»o,  in 
l828-;i0. 

Once  a  beautiful  stream  j)oured  as  a  waterfall  down  on 

the  mountain  at  the  base  of  a  very  high  piece  of  land  just 

west  of  the  Grand   Trunk  station,  above  Dundas,  through 

bold  rocks,  a  rock-bed,  and  amongst  beautiful  trees.     Tiien 

it  was  a  large  creek,  upon  which  beautiful  sea-salmon  swam 

to  the  mountain  base.     The  pouring  of  waters,  the  high 

peak  still  there,  but  treeless,  and  the  singing  of  birds,  made 

the  sight  a  lovely  one,  especially  when  anyone  .stood  on  the 

mountain. 

FIG   BLUE   SON(i.STER. 

I  used  to  sit  on  some  of  the  hills,  as  a  boy,  and  listen  for 
liours  to  a  little  singing  fig  blue  bird,  just  the  color  of  in- 
digo blue,  as  it  would  mount  the  highest  tree  and  sing  for 
an  hour  so  beautifully. 
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are  often  exceediiiiirlv  boautit'ul.  Ono  from  tlio  liutcl  at 
VVo()<lin<(ton,  wlicrc  1  stop[>('<l  in  August,  iNOtJ.  is  so.  So  is 
that  from  Maplcliurst.  Tin;  islands  iit  l^ake  Kosscau  ari' 
of  all  sizes  and  lovelv.  A  view  fi'om  tin'  hiijii  hill  at  Parry 
Sound  ovt'i"  the  (jieor^^ian  Hay  is  very  liu«'.  A  view  l'rt;ni 
(loderich  westwar<l  o\  er  i^ake  Huron  at  sunset  is  ma^niti- 
cent,  where  ytju  ean  see  over  an  expanse  of  water  near  (if 
possible  to  see)  fifty  miles. 

Of  course,  ^^)in<4"  out  of  Ontario,  the  view  from  the 
mountain  at  Montreal  is  tine — fro?n  Mount  i^oval. 

In  the  great  Far  West,  from  the  J^ocky  Mountains  there 
are  views  that  cannot  be  surpassed  in  the  world.  It  is  not 
my  purpose,  and,  perscmally,  I  could  not  describe  their 
beauty  and  sublimity. 

If  God  be  willing,  in  a  future  year  or  two,  I  may  visit 
them.  We  have  a  grand  ])ominion  :  let  us  possess  it  with 
delight,  honor,  and  enjoying  a  pure  and  economical  admin- 
istration of  public  aflairs.  Our  children  in  future  genera- 
tions, when  our  bodii's  moulder  in  tlu;  dust,  will  thank  us 
for  our  efibrts.  If  the  Laurier  Administration  of  public 
affairs  fail  to  be  pure  and  patriotic  after  all  their  boasting- 
and  promising,  we  may  well  despair  of  getting  a  goi.id 
one. 

If  they  do  well  as  patriots  they  shall  ha\e  my  support. 
So,  indeed,  shall  any  other  good  Government  in  such  nn 
effort.  We  are  all  tired,  wearied  at  partizanship,  at  fiiest 
government,  and  government  by  corrupt  contracts  and 
bribery  by  offices. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  fine  scenes  up  the  Ottawa.  Some 
views  about  the  Bay  of  Quinte  are  very  beautiful — from 
Picton,  from  Belleville  across  the  bay,  and  westward  from 
the  west  part  of  Prince  Edward  Island. 
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CllAPTEU  XIV. 

Journey  to  Chicago-  lUy  Htuy  there — What  I  s;iw — My  ailiniasion  to 
practice— Stayed  there  5  years  — Discri|itioii  of  the  people — In- 
cidents there— Some  account  of  the  death  of  luy  daughter  in  the 
goal  in  Toronto,  and  poetry — My  return  in  1844  by  the  consent 
of  Mr    Haldwin,  under  the  <,)ueen'8  pardon. 

It  will  1)0  .scarcely  liclic^vod  when  I  stale  what  Chicago  was 
in  the  fall  of  1889  when  we  arrived  there.  The  first  thing 
we  did  was  to  ti*v  and  jfet  acconnnodation  for  some  short 
tinie  at  an  hotel,  or  <food  lioardinj.^  house.  Then  it  was  our 
purpose  to  take  a  jdain  house,  which  had  office  convenience 
for  nie  to  act  as  a  lawyer.  On  Chyke,  near  Water  Street, 
there  stood  a  laro(>,  unjiainteil  house,  two  stories  h\^\\, 
owne<l  by  a  man  iianunl  Couch.  In  sul •sequent  years  this 
was  turned  into  an  auction  room  hy  Mr.  Couch  He  then  built 
a  j^ood  wooden  house  on  the  corner  of  Lake  and  State  Streets, 
ii>r  a  lon<jf  time  the  Ixvst  in  the  city.  The  town  contained, 
it  was  said,  4,000  pe(t[»le,  in  .scattered  tenements  ;  the  main 
street  was  Lake,  ruiniin^  from  West  Chicaj^o  river  to  the 
ci'id  fort  on  the  lake,  with  wooden  stores,  an<l  some  dwell- 
in^^s  of  a  poor  sort.  Lnke  Street  was  a  mile  long.  We 
could  not  go  to  this  old  hotel.  There  was  another  too  far 
away  east  called  the  Ogden  House,  on  the  north-east  skirta 
of  the  town.  It  was  called  a  city,  remember,  although  a 
town.  We  got  a  plain,  one-storey,  wooden  house,  which  we 
divided  by  a  partition  into  two,  ofiice  on  the  west,  sitting- 
room  on  the  south,  just  sufficient  to  suit  us  for  a  year.  We 
had  no  children.     It  had  a  summer  kitchen  and  a  winter 
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kitchen,  whicli  served  as  nn  eating  room.  (Jirls  were  «.iit 
of  tlie  (juestion  in  that  (hiy  there.  We  boarded  at  a  curious 
place  across  the  river,  east  suU',  calh'<l  "  Hole  in  the  Wall," 
for  two  weeks  at  tolerable  Ijoard,  with  a  be<lr(ion».  Tiie 
landlord  was  an  Englisliuian  named  Mills,  who,  with  iiis 
wife,  gave  us  ])lain  boitrd.  "Hole  in  the  Wall "' does  i.ut 
necessarily  mean  a  nitan  place;  it  means  a  plain,  clit-ap 
place.  The  landlord  was  quiet  and  civil.  We  were  the 
only  regidar  boarders.  Jn  two  weeks  1  li.xrd  up  my  m-w 
house  on  Lake  Street,  about  two  hundred  yards  from  ( 'i.irUe 
Street,  west  .side,  and  there  we  njovtd  in  the  great  west  in 
October.  1  })Ut  up  my  sign  there,  called  'a  shingle," 
and  tried  the  western  law  practice.  We  found  everything 
wonderfully  cheap,  but  1  had  to  get  a  law  license;  showed 
my  Canadian  diploma,  all  satisfactory,  dusticec  Brown  and 
Smith,  the  fii'st  a  stout,  funny  judge,  of  the  Su])reme  (  ourt, 
gave  it  to  me.  The  judges  are  very  j>l!nn  there.  They 
were  very  kind  to  me.  Not  long  after  I  saw  one  talking 
amid  a  clump  of  lawyers,  and  1  n]»pr(jachi'<].  He  was  a 
great  Hnuil-taker.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  nice  Fi'ench  snuff- 
box ;  he  showed  it  to  us,  and  it  had  a  hack  lid  concealeJ, 
back  of  which  there  wms  a  picture  of  a  woman,  which  ujade 
\is  laugh. 

'J'here  was  a  Judge  Pearson  of  the  same  Supreme  Court. 
We  used  to  laugli  at  his  saying.s.  Aljolition  principles  then 
began  to  run  high.  I  belonged  U)  an  Abolition  Society  in 
(Jhicao-o.  A  lawyer  bv  name  of  ])eWolf  did,  and  wo  u^a'jI 
to  have  frequent  talks  and  inter\iews.  Judge  Pear^^oii 
said:  "  A  colored  man  should  not  only  have  eijual  justice 
with  a  white  man,  but  he  should  have  njore."  He  was  an 
Abolitionist  of  a  very  extravagant  view  surely.  So  numer- 
ous were  the  Irish  there,  the}''  elected  an  Irish  Sherifi'  for 
Cook  County,  in  wliich  (.'hicago  is  situated.  They  also 
elected  a  representative    to  the    State  Legislature  named 
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Murphy,  mihI  a  CniiMdian,  named  INck.  IVoin  Lo\V(  r  ( 'aiiada. 
Tin;  IriHli  tlioii^^ht  I  was  one  of  tlicir  couiitrvin'  n.  and 
witlioiit  my  acknowlodi^in^'  it.  (>i'sr>lieitiii<^  their  lu'lj),  often 
took  my  part,  and  elected  me  a  «lele^ute  to  one  of  their 
coTiventions.  and  woiiM  have  elected  me  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature. 'I  hi^  •ndeavor,  however,  never  pleased  me,  for  I 
never  int<Mid«'d  to  spen<l  my  life  there.  ;ind  did  iiotcon.sider 
that  Canada  would  always  he  under  the  old  Compact  Tory 
rule:  indeed,  the  rei«,'n  of  that  faction  ended  with  the  com- 
inj^f  of  T^oid  Durham  and  Sir  Poulette  Thompson  and  the 
union  of  rp]>ei'  ;m<l  ].,ov,ir  Canada,  so  I  made  up  my  min<l 
to  I'etiU'n  as  soon  as  they  not  IJesjvinsihle  <  !o\  t'l'nment. 

After  the  Irish  Sherifl' went  out,  Ids  term  heinn;'  ended,  the 
pe.']jlo  elected  a  man  named  Steele,  a  very  original  character, 
won<lerfully  cmniing.  1  will  just  tell  one  anecdote  of  him — 
perha]»s  I  should  say  a  vei-y  clear  detective  discovery. 
Tliere  wa'^  a  plausible,  sm<X)th,  so-called  honest  Irishman 
in  Chicago,  in  about  I<S42,  named  .Morris.  No  one  would 
suspect  him  of  stealing.  There  wa.'^  a  haid^ing  house  called 
the  Wisconsin  iMarine  Hank  in  Milwaukee,  managed  by  a 
Scotchman  named  Mitchell.  He  gave  Morris  a  (piantit}'^  of 
money  to  carry  from  Milwaukee  to  Chicago,  5*4,000,  in  a 
package  On  his  Avay  up  he  .said  he  lost  the  mcjney  ;  how, 
he  could  not  teU.  Steele  was  eui^  loved  to  (h'scover  how  it 
was  lost.  He  went  to  the  last  hot'  1  where  Morris  had 
stopped.  Having  nuide  en<juiries  what  the  man  was  seen 
to  do  there,  he  discovered  that  he  had  gone  out  for  a  dis- 
tance on  some  pretext  and  came  back.  Steele  went  to  the 
])iace  and  looked  all  round,  and  discovered  tracks  leading 
into  the  woods.  He  could  discover  anytliing,  deer,  for  in- 
stance, by  tracks.  He  follow^ed  on  into  the  woods,  exam- 
ined the  trees,  and  found  a  liollow  tree.  There  he  found 
the  package  and  money.  Morris  was  arrested,  tried  in 
Chicago,  and  sent  for  either  five  or  ten  years  to  the  State 
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prison.  Soon  after  I  went  there,  a  man  came  tliere,  named 
lonfr  ih)ljn  Wentwortli,  from  i\laine,  or  some  New  Eng- 
land State.  He  was  six  feet  six  iiieh^'S  tall.  He  iiad  no 
trunk,  not  even  a  \alise  ;  all  he  had  was  done  up  in  a  red 
haiidkeichief — [)rohahly  a  coii|)l«'  of  shirts  and  somo  other 
small  things.  He  was  a  yotmg  man :  pi-eteiided  to  be  a 
new.spapci'  man.  He  started  a  [taper  and  called  it  the  Devio- 
crat.  The  paper  attaekud  every  one,  cut  light  and  h'ft  into 
everyone  but  hijusoli'.  He  was  a  Simon  I'ure.  He  tlattered 
the  gidlihh;  farmi-rs,  and  got  into  the  favor  of  the  mob. 
He  wa.s  very  plausihle  and  talkative.  Finally,  in  a  few 
years  was  elected  to  the  illinois  Legislature  (it  takes  very 
little  to  do  this), and  ai'ter  I  left  he  was,  as  1  heard,  elected 
to  the  Washington  Congress.  His  paper  k -pt  up  a  regular 
Democratic  ftisilade.  I  think  he  also  was  the  Mavor  of 
Chicago,  lie  was  callifl  •  Long  John."  He  has  been  dead 
n<  'V,-  many  years,  1  ut  was  a  strange  character.  So  it  is  with 
the  American  peo]>le.  They  spring  up  into  great  popular- 
it\  like  a  miis/nooiR  or  rocket  for  a  time,  Hash  for  a  time, 
bond)  for  a  time,  an«l  go  down  almost  as  soon. 

Lincoln  came  up  in  this  way,  and  is  still  bombing  there. 
Th  '  war  of  1861-2  made  him.  \{v  was  not  known  much 
when  I  was  there.  A  man  (very  small)  named  Stephen 
Douglas  was  all  the  talk  there  in  1842-.S-4.  Southern 
slavery  was  in  full  \()gae  there  at  this  period.  The  poor 
slaves  useil  to  stop  on  their  way  to  Canada  in  Illinois  and 
Wiscon-sin.  Man  v  were  waiters  at  the  large  hotel  on  Clarke 
Street  in  1841-2,  called  the  Palmer  House.  I  built  a  small 
hou.sc  in  1840  on  Ciarke  Street;  it  cost  me  the  enormous 
sum  of  .S300.  I  have  seen  the  slaves  chased  l>v  Southern 
slave  owners  ])ast  my  hou.se  in  broad  daj'light,  as  if  they 
were  wild  beasts,  bv  slave  devils  who  claimed  them.  I  had 
my  office  in  this  house,  but  no  children  at  first.  One  of 
my  dear  daughters  was  born  there  in  1841.     A  Canadian 
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doctor  from  Hamilton,  Canada,  wliom  I  knew  tliere,  nauie<l 
\)i'.  Merrick,  attended  on  my  wife. 

Vou  could  get  lots,  if  yon  paid  the  taxes,  for  nothing  in 
what  are  now  the  most  valuable  parts  of  Chicago.  My  lot, 
then  worth  perhaps  S50,  on  Clarke  Sti-eet,  near  the  Palmer 
House,  is  worth  now  S100,000,  perhaps  more.  It  was  about 
JiO  feet  wide  by  100  or  so  deep.  1  may  be  wrong  in  my 
estimate.     It  may  be  worth  §5,000  a  foot,  or  .SI. "iO, 000. 

I  owned  afterwards  a  lot  about  the  .'<ame  size,  with  a  two- 
storey  wooden  house  on  same  street,  opposite  the  I'almer 
House,  w(jrth  about  S500,  now  worth  (the  lot  I  mean)  as 
much  as  the  other.  In  1H43,  I  owned  a  large  lot  on  State 
Street,  half  a  mile  from  Lake,  bought  very  low,  but 
lar/^er,  with  a  two-.storey  house  on  it.  I  did  not  hold 
all  these  lots  at  once ;  changed  propertit^s.  The  lot  on 
State  Street  was  about  a  <|uarter  of  an  acre,  and  valu- 
able, would  b(,'  now  worth  (as  State  is  one  of  the  best  in 
this  great  city)  S500,000.  It  was  only  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  corner  of  Lake  and  State:  opposite  this  lot  there 
was  a  large  common,  perhaps  20  acres,  and  an  old  Catho- 
lic church  on  the  lake  shore.  Most  of  Chicago  was  then 
in  a  common,  on  the  outskirts.  There  was  east  of  the 
mam  river  of  Chicago  (you  understand,  the  river  forks 
a  mile  up,  and  when  joined  they  caused  a  large  river 
to  form  in  one ;  one  fork  ran  north,  the  other  south- 
west). On  the  east,  or  north  side,  there  was,  a  mile  from 
the  Palmer  House,  an  old,  sandy  burying-ground,  in  which 
I  buried  a  son,  a  little  boy,  who  died  in  Chicago  whose 
body  was  taken  up  and  brought  to  Toronto.  It  was  full  of 
small  oak  trees. 

One  night  I  had  been  riding  on  the  prairies,  20  miles  to- 
wards Wisconsin.     The  old  superstition  about 

GHOSTS   AND   BURYING-GROUNDS, 

and  I  bad  them  from  cliildhood  (a  superstition  all  children 
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and  many  p*()\vn  persons  still  Iwive),  alnait  j^omff  at  ni^ht 
throu{(h  buryin;;-fi^rounds,  and  as  I  was  ridin<^  tlirou^ii 
it  on  a  gallo[)  with  my  horse,  an  ox  dashed  with  great 
speed  before  me,  with  tail  up  and  horns  on  hij;h,and  would 
have  alarmed  some,  but  I  dashed  on  to  the  city  uncon- 
cerned. I  believc!  the  cemetery  is  now  a  })ark.  It  was  half 
a  mile  from  the  0<jfden  House  in  tliose  days. 

One  Sunday  morning  I  went  down  to  the  river  to  see 
the  steamboats  go  off  to  Michigan  across  the  lake,  about  60 
miles  across  the  lake,  with  my  then  only  child  and  daugh- 
ter, three  years  old,  in  my  arms.  Before  I  knew  it  the 
boat  was  off  down  the  river.  I  could  not  get  the  captain 
to  stop,  so  I  and  my  child  had  to  cross  the  lake,  stay  over 
night  and  return  on  Monday ;  it  greatly  alarmed  my  wife, 
but  she  was  told  I  must  have  been  taken  off  in  this  way, 
and  quieted  down.     This  was  in  August,  1843. 

A   STRANGE    INCIDENT  AS   TO   NAMES. 

I  was  once  20  miles  west  of  Chicago  on  the  prairies,  at  a 
village  called,  I  think,  Elgin,  Fox  river,  on  some  business. 
The  innkeeper,  on  learning  my  name,  told  me  that  some 
years  before  a  father  and  son  came  to  his  place  and 
stopped,  of  my  name.  I  encjuired  of  the  innkeeper  more 
about  it,  and  he  said  the  father's  name  was  James  and  the 
son's  Charles,  just  the  counterpart  of  my  father's  and  my 
name. 

Nam.;s  are  very  curious.  You  will  often  meet  with  per- 
sons 01  the  same  ident'"«^l  names  in  the  world.  My  name, 
Durand,  is  as  common  on  the  signs  in  the  streets  in  Paris 
as  Smith  and  Brown  are  here.  There  is  a  lawyer  of  my 
name  in  Rochester,  and  another  in  Detroit. 

From  my  house  door  on  Lake  Street  (the  one  I  first 
took),  I  could  see,  six  miles  or  more  westward,  a  ridge  of 
land  covered  with  trees,  about  20  feet  high.  Standing  on 
24 
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this  ri<l;^c  yuu  I'ouM  si'c  Cliini^'o  hikI  tlu'  lakr  southwanl, 
aixi  20  milos  wrst  a  rolliii;;,  Inv«'ly,  oi-assy  jirairio,  covonMl 
with  llovvrrH  ami  lii;^''  ;;'i'ii>i^<,  without  a  tri-i'.  It  was  a 
lovely  si^ht.  N'ow  this  ii(l;jc  is  ])art  ol'  the  ;,n-t'at  city  aiul 
thi'  ]»rairie  iiiimrfiHc  laniiH,  ainl  villa^^rs  di' towns,  honirrin;;; 
on  Kox  river.  How  won»l<  rrul  jire  the  chan^^es  in  this 
world  I 

I  think  Chicaj^o  now,  when  eonipared  with  tlie  little 
town  of  Hcatteretl  houses,  vacant  lots,  ami  nnnldy  streets, 
lower  than  tlu^  river  (ol'  11S41),  is  the  wonder,  the  marvel  oi' 
the  world.  It  has  a  nnllion  and  a  ([U.irter  ol*  ])eo])le  in  it ; 
ia  prohahly  20  miles  Ion;;;  and  10  hroad,  includin;^  Pullman 
and  the  suburhs.  It  has  houses  20  stories  hi^h,  nmnerous 
railroads  running  in  sunken  l)e<ls,  inunense  hotels,  innnense 
churehes,  great  stores  lik*'  baton's,  innunierahle  restaur- 
ants, low  inns,  great  and  numerous  piivate  residences  and 
parks,  great  and  beautiful  illusti'ated  newspaj)ers,  10,000 
lawyers,  and  as  many  doctors,  no  doubt. 

Lately  the  papers  sai<l  there  were,  1  think,  10,000  desti- 
tute families  there.  The  poor  are  very  numerous.  Vice, 
gand)ling,  houses  of  vicious  women  and  men.C-hinese  oi)ium 
houses,  low^  theatres  and  Jews'  pawn-shops  are  too  numer- 
ous to  name.  Divorce  cases,  cases  of  abandoned  men  and 
women,  are  very  numerous,  great  street  railway  systems, 
numerous  low  and  high  theatres,  Sunday  desecrations  of  all 
kinds  in  existence. 

With  all  this  there  is  much  benevolence,  Church  work, 
excellent  women  and  men  at  work  doing  all  the  good  in 
their  power ;  prayers  and  worship,  songs  and  revelry,  sweet 
hymns  in  churches  go  on  side  by  side  on  the  Sabbath  and 
week-days  with  all  that  is  wicked. 

Like  the  great  w^orld,  there  is  in  it  a  great  pandemonium 
of  good  and  evil  scenes.  If  saints  are  seen — angels  in  the 
shape  of  good  women — the  devil  and  his  messengers  of  sin 
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are  also  rampant.  ( 'liica^o  was  Imrnt  up  simir  tliirty  years 
a;;o,  prolwilily  I'nr  its  wit-kcdnt'ss.  It  sprang  upiin  to  life, 
PluiMiix-likf,  greatly  enlarged,  still  mon-  rich,  still  more 
wicked. 

Jt  had.  a  fi-w  years  ago,  the  most  spK-ndid  show  and  ex- 
hibition (»f  all  things,  iiicii  and  women,  from  all  countries, 
tlu'  worM  evi-r  .saw.  The  gi*eat  sliow  pa.ss«>«|  away,  und 
the  citv  ''<H'K  »»n  in  its  pride,  wealth  and  vices.  Fmm  1h39 
to  1H4+  1  km-w  everv  street  in  it — almost  evn-v  man — its 
lawv«*rs  and  its  stores. 

In  1S57  I  visited  it,  also  in  IS.'iS  and  in  ISSl.  In  the 
tii*st  peri<Ml  I  .st«MMl  for  half-an-honr,  to  .see  if  I  could  iX"COg- 
nize  any  person,  on  tlu*  eorner  of  Clarke  and  l^ike  streets, 
leading  to  the  old  river  I  ha<l  seen  .so  often  ;  I  only  recog- 
nized one,  so  "jreat  was  the  chanjxe  in  thirteen  vears. 

Now,  in  I8J7,  the  change  is  immensely  nnuv  extraordi- 
nary. It  has,  I  sup])ose,  50,000  (some  .say  «;0,0U0)  Cana- 
<lians  in  it.     Many  of  them  I  know,  or  have  known. 

The  name  Chicago  is  synonymous  with  great  eonvention.s, 
riots,  murders.  Presidential  nominations,  vast  strikes  and 
evils  of  all  kinds  :  and  this  is  the  result  of  onlv  52  years. 
It  contained  only  about  10,000  people  when  I  left  in  1844. 
There  was  then  not  a  mile  of  railways  and  very  little  enter- 
prise in  it. 

fJOING   TO   MILWAUKEE   TO   SEE   MY    IJKOTHER    FERDINAND. 

My  brother  Ferdinand  was  in  IMilwaukee  in  1840,  and 
for  many  years  after.  I  went  there  to  see  him  in  the 
alx>ve  year.  Subsequently  he  went  to  the  Mississippi  in 
KS54,  I  think,  and  opened  a  store  at  McGregor.  Milwau- 
kee was  only  a  straggling  village  in  1840,  but,  like  all 
western  towns,  soon  sprang  into  a  city. 

ST.    PAUL   AND   ST.    LOUIS. 

These  cities  increased  greatly,  with  Chicago.     I  was  in 
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St.  Paul  in  1<S5H  uiul  in  St.  I^iiuh  in  1881,  un  my  way  to 
TexaH. 

The  people  of  Chicaj^o  were  very  civil  to  nie  aH  a  rule. 
The  lawyerH  then;  then  are  mostly  all  ilead ;  ho  soon 
docH  death  carry  away  generations. 

NAUVOO    AND   THE    MOUMONS. 

When  I  went  to  Chicago  tlie  superHtition  and  immoral 
movement  of  Joe  Smith,  the  New  York  humbug  of  whom 
I  spoke  in  an  early  chapter,  had  got  there  and  opened  his 
debauching  life  and  religion.  'J'his  fellow  had  forty  wivos 
at  one  time.  The  delusion  increased  yearly,  until  the 
people  raised  in  the  county  surrounding  his  town  and 
killed  him  in  a  Hght.  'i'he  great  Siou.x  Indian  war  had 
just  ended  when  he  arrived. 

Black  Hawk  was  the  leading  war  chief,  and  fought 
bravely  for  a  time.  Charles  Duncomb's  brother  was  a  re- 
sident in  this  State  when  I  went  there.     He  was  a  doctor. 

About  25,000  Canadians  left  Canada  in  con.seciucnce  of 
the  rebellion.  Most  of  them  settled  in  Illinois  and  Iowa, 
and  many  retuiired. 

IN    1841-2  THE   BALDWIN-LA  FONTAINE   MINISTRY 

came  into  power  by  the  union  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada. 
I  immediately  made  up  my  mind,  in  1843,  to  return  to 
Canada,  and  in  the  autunni  of  that  year  was  given  the 
privilege  of  doing  so. 

I  remained  until  June,  1844,  to  settle  up  some  business, 
and  then  came  down  in  June  to  Toronto,  and  commenced 
to  practise.  As  I  have  said,  my  wife  and  I,  also  her  little 
girls,  one  a  baby,  came  down  by  water. 

PERILOUS   AFFAIR   IN   THE   STEAMER   DOWN. 

When  in  the  middle  of  Lake  Huron  we  came  near  having 
a  collision  with  another  steamer  at  night. 
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We  \v»'n»  just  j?oin«;  to  our  iMTtlis  at  10  oVI(K*k  wlirn  we 
saw — tlu>  captain  of  conrs«'  first — ahead,  a  <|Uart»'r  of  a 
mile  or  K'hk  in  our  track,  a  ^rcat  Hteanier  coming  towardH 
UM.  (Jn-at  «'xcitem«'nt  ensued  ;  all  hands  wen^  called  to 
work  and  shy  oH',  which  was  done,  and  the  mighty  steamei*M, 
in  the  middle  of  Iyik(!  Huron,  passetl  not  far  apart.  Is  this 
not  one  of  my  escapes  fn)m  drath,  as  was  my  ht'ing  cauglit 
in  a  hattle  of  halls  on  Vonge  Street,  J)eceiid)er,  ISU7  ^ 

(luanlian  anguls  protect  some  people.  I  can  tell  of  some 
escapes  stranger  .still. 

On  th(»  14th  of  August,  18U.S,  having  been  most  of  the 
time  within  iron  bars  from  the  7th  DeeendxT,  1S,S7,  having 
by  consent  of  the  cru(»l  authorities  at  Toronto,  such  men  a.s 
Sir  (ieorge  Arthur,  Judge  Itobin.son,  and  Attorney-CJeneral 
Hagerman,  and  after  a  mock  trial  on  the  8th  of  May  pre- 
vious, been  compelled  to  sign  a  consent  to  leave  my  country 
forever  before  I  l>ert  Stanton,  an  acting  commi.ssioner,  to 
take  this  consent,  I  left  Canada  to  go  to  a  country,  al- 
though it  has  been  the  refuge  for  over  two  hundred  3'eai*s 
for  the  oppressed  of  Kurope,  and  was  in  ISIiT  for  the  poor 
oppres.sed  Canadians,  I  simply  then  loved,  because  to  me  it 
was  the  refuge  of  myself  and  periia])s  25,000  others  in 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  This  is  a  large  figure  ;  but  it 
was  estimated  that  that  mnnber  left  Upper  Canada  alone, 
an<l  nearly  as  many  in  Lower  Canada.  Many  of  these 
afterwards  returned  lik»»  myMt-lf,  bocause  they  preferred  to 
live  an«l  die  in  Canada  ;  but  thousands  never  did  return.  I 
.saw  them  in  Illinois  all  over  the  State,  and  Iowa  had  a 
Canadian  colony  ;  also  Minnesota  receive<l  many.  It  is  a 
low  estimate  to  say  that  thrre  are  two  millions  of  Canadi- 
ans in  the  United  States  now.  I  had  a  dear  little  girl, 
Helen,  lying  at  the  point  of  death  with  the  summer  disease, 
whom  my  dear  wife  had  stood  by  until  her  death  on  the 
17th  August.     If  the  wretched  officials  (one  of  whom  was 
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tlie  {ulventiirer  Governor  of  Van  Dieinan's  Land)  liacl  left 
Canada  as  I  did,  it  niijj^ht  liavc  been  a  j^ood  thiiii:;  to  rid  tlie 
country  of  their  pre.sence,  but  my  readers  will  easily  see 
that,  from  their  past  expc^riences  and  wrltin<^s,  I  loved 
Canada  far  better  than  they  did. 

It  was  sad  to  leave  Canada  under  .such  circumstances ; 
sad  to  be  compelled  to  do  so,  when  all  I  had  done  was  to 
uphold  her  liberties  and  privile<^es,  entirely  innocent  of  any 
treason  or  hatred  to  her  then  younj^  Queen :  but  I  was  in 
the  lion's  mouth,  as  I  was  when  insulted  by  a  foreign  Brit- 
ish upstart  Governor,  as  told :  my  life  was  ev-en  at  the 
mercy  of  tyrant  ofHcials. 

Whilst  in  prison,  when  my  wife  used  to  bring  the  dear 
child  to  play  with  me,  in  June,  1X88,  among  other  things 
written  was  a  poem  on  this  child,  ipiite  long,  which  would 
make  a  small  volume  of  itself.  I  also  find  among  my 
papers  of  the  same  month  a  short  volume  of  my  life  up  to 
that  time. 

These  verses  I  insert  from  the  poem  to  dear  little  Helen, 
whose  spirit  is  among  the  angels  in  Heaven,  for  Jesus  said, 
"  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  for  of  such  is  the 
Kingdom  of  God." 

To  my  infant  daughter  Helen :  On  "  Childhood, 
Womanhood,  and  Human  Nature."  Written  at  the  Toronto 
Prison,  June,  1838 : 

Come,  list  my  child,  my  daughter  dear, 
To  thy  father's  kind  advice  ; 
Thy  father  speaks,  then  hear 
The  voice  of  him  who  loves  thee  I 

Bright  and  sweet  is  thy  young  mind  ; 
All  thou  hast  seen  has  yet  been  kind  ; 
Thy  mother's  kiss,  her  kind  embrace. 
Her  yaarning  heart,  her  smiling  face  ; 
Her  pit\  ing  eye,  oft  wet  with  tears, 
The  offspring  of  a  mother's  fears. 
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These  thou  hn,st  seen,  and  these  Imve  known, 
With  thy  father's  love  and  likeness  .sliown  ; 
But  little  of  tlie  ills  of  life, 
Its  sorrows  or  its  niotley  strife, 
Thine  eyes  as  yet  have  ever  seen, 
Or  mingling  in  life't»  trials  been. 

Ah  !  little  dost  thou  know,  my  child, 
Her  pangs  of  heart,  her  cares  for  thee  ; 
How  oft  when  sleeping,  she  hits  smiled 
In  gladness,  watching  with  lullaby. 

Nor  little  dost  thou  know,  or  dream, 
The  love  for  thee  thy  father  feels  ; 
How  blest  he  is,  when  thou  dost  seem 
In  joyous  health  and  doing  well. 

Misfortune  now  is  his  sad  lot, 
He  cannot  rock  thee  in  thy  cot  ; 
Give  in  liberty  a  father's  smile, 
In  playful  mood,  tin)e  away  to  while. 

He  cannot  rock  thee  on  his  knee, 
In  the  pweet  joy  of  liberty  ; 
Nor  in  the  morn  and  closing  eve 
Thy  laughing  welcome  e'er  receive. 

But  with  aft'ection's  fondest  care, 
Thy  little  mind  he  can  prepare 
To  walk  in  life  in  virtue's  way. 
To  shun  all  vice  that  leads  astray  ; 
His  love  this  prison  cannot  bind. 
It  holds  his  flesh,  but  not  his  mind. 

Thou  art  thy  parents'  firstborn  child, 
The  issue  of  their  purest  love, 
By  them  thou,  therefore,  will  be  styled 
Love's  early  rose  sent  from  above. 

These  are  only  a  few  verses  taken  from  a  poem  of  six- 
teen pages  of  closely  written  verses  on  the  duties  of  after 
life,  written  by  me  to  while  away  the  tedious  summer  days 
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of  1838.  I  wrote  a  poem,  something  similar,  to  my  wife  at 
the  same  period. 

Having  stayed  to  see  this  rosebud  placed  in  her  little  coffin 
in  the  then  Potter's  field  cemetery,  the  only  one  used  in  To- 
ronto for  people  of  dissenting  churches,  in  which  her  grand- 
father, Lardner  Bostwick,  was  also  laid,  and  where  the 
bodies  of  Lount  and  Matthews  were,  laid,  until  theirs  and 
also  Mr.  Bostwick's,  were  removed  to  the  Necropolis  bury- 
ing-ground  ;  there  are  now  26,000  bodies  in  this  last 
cemetery.     She  left  Toronto  to  meet  me. 

My  wife  dropped  a  fond  tear  over  the  ground  that  con- 
cealed little  Helen's  body  from  the  sky  s  bright  glow.  There 
it  lay  until  June,  1844,  nearly  six  years,  until  she  and  I 
returned  from  our  exile.  We  went  together  to  view  the 
little  grave  where  she  had  laid  our  child  in  August,  1838, 
and  a  sympathizing  tear  she  gave  in  memory  of  the  risen 
angel.  When  we  rode  over  the  plains  of  Illinois,  the  spring 
birds  whistled  near  her  grave,  and  the  winter's  winds  too 
were  near  it.  Her  little  body  was  moved  in  1850  to  where 
the  body  of  her  dear  mother  rests  in  my  vault  in  the  Ne- 
Necropolis. 

Ah  !  the  sympathy  of  a  mother,  how  great  it  is  !  We, 
on  my  departure,  awaited  a  meeting  again.  She  often  told 
me,  "  My  love  for  my  children  is  very  great,  but  for  you, 
my  most  loved  and  devoted  husband,  it  is  greater  " — that 
was  her  oft-expressed  expression.  Shall  not  such  hearts 
meet  again  in  some  bright  world  ?  Can  love  so  great  be 
eternally  severed  ? 

We  soon  met  in  the  land  of  our  only  freedom  until  better 
days,  as  Mr.  Bidwell  wished  might  be  the  case,  in  Canada 
in  1842-3-4. 

I  met  her  at  Lewiston ;  we  went,  I  think,  in  a  wooden 
horse  railway ;  there  were  no  iron  railways  then  in  New 
York  State.     We  boarded  for  a  time  with  a  Mr.  and  Mrs- 
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Clemens,  and  then  took  a  house,  lettinfj^  off  part  of  it  to 
boarders,  on  Pearl  Street,  living  very  economically.  I  saw 
many  of  the  old  Canadian  refugees  there  at  first. 

McKenzie  had  given  up  his  Nav}'  Isliind  expedition  :  was 
in  Lockport  publishing  a  paper  and  almanac  about  Cana- 
dian wrongs. 

GOING   TO   ALBANY  TO  SEE   THE   JUDGES. 

In  1838,  in  the  autumn,  I  was  anxious  to  see  the  Supreme 
Court  Judges  at  Albany  about  my  admission  to  practise  in 
the  State.  Therefore  as  early  as  possible  I  went  in  a  Canal 
Packet  parlor  boat  to  Albany — the  easiest  way,  although 
the  slowest,  to  reach  that  city.  I  had  numerous  testimo- 
nials of  character  and  abilities  from  Canadians  and  Ameri- 
cans who  were  living  in  Hamilton,  or  had  been  there  with 
me. 

So  I  started  in  September  of  that  year  to  Albany,  having 
had  some  correspondence  with  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court  beforehand.  It  took,  I  think,  two  or  tliree  days  to  go. 
The  Canal  Packet  was  drawn  by  horses,  in  relief,  so  we 
travelled  night  and  day. 

Having  arrived  there  I  had  several  interviews  with  Jus- 
tices Cowen  and  Nelson.  Tlie  latter  was  many  years  after- 
wards the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Washing- 
ton.    I  have  a  letter  from  liim,  wliich  reads  tlius : 

"Albany,  Sept.,  1838. 
"  Mr.  Durand. 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  find  on  examination  of  our  Statute  that  your  ap- 
plication comes  in  collision  with  a  provision  of  our  Statute,  but  desire 
to  give  it  further  consideration.  If  you  will  call  at  my  room  at  7 
o'clock  p.m.  1  will  communicate  to  you  the  result. 

'*  Yours  truly, 

"S.  Nelsok." 

I  did  so,  .and  it  was  adverse.  The  clerk  had  written  to 
the  same  import.     So   I   had  to  return  to  Buffalo  without 
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eHl'ctiiii;    my    oltjrct.      'I'hc    ju«lj;;es,    liowevt-r,    wrrc    vory 
fri«'n«llv. 

MV    ItlurrilER   JAMKS   GOING   TO    EN(JLANI). 

1  had  a  v'ulo  oF  (10  iiiilcH,  in  tlie  winter  of  l8.SS-f),  to  Ko- 
clicstor  witli  niy  wiiV  in  a  cuttor  to  see  my  hruther  .lames 
on  Wis  way  lo  En<^lan<l  to  settle  some  money  attairs  relating 
to  tlie  will  of  our  unele  CMiarlcs'  eKtat(\  wliicli  concerned 
our  I'amily.  A  cold  ride  it  was,  and  made  my  wife  sick  for 
a  week. 

A  j^reat  ])olitical,  semi-rebellious  organization  I  found 
started  all  alonj;  the  borders  of  the  British  provinces  from 
Detroit  to  Maine,  over  which  one  General  Horse,  of  Ohio, 
was  placed  by  the  orjj^anization,  which  liad  a  secret  pass- 
word, and  were  called  "  Hunters."  Their  number,  it  was 
said,  amounted  to  40,()()(),  I  knew  only  l)y  rumor  and  what 
was  spoken  of  by  the  refutjees  about  this  oroanization — 
liad  no  part  in  it.  It  was  probably  the  cause  of  many 
small  raids  made  in  1839  on  the  Canadian  border.  I  will 
refer  to  this  a<;ain  in  a  future  chapter — ^.ay  what  I  know. 

My  narrative  leads  me  to  speak  of  a  further  stay  in 
Buffalo,  then  of  «;'oing  to  Chicago,  returning  and  again 
entering  Canada  in  1844. 

I,  of  course,  could  do  nothing  in  Buffalo  either.  I  had 
to  stay  there  to  endeavor  to  get  some  money  from  Canada, 
precious  little  of  which  I  could  get.  I  probably  lost  i?l,OUO 
in  debts  of  various  kinds  by  not  being  able  to  collect  them, 
and  also  my  place  in  Hamilton,  worth  S5,()()0,  besides  a 
practice  then  good  for  $2,000  a  year,  by  this  unnecessary 
and  barbarous  treatment  of  myself. 

But  in  1839  it  was  uncertain  what  the  future  of  Canada 
would  be.  Lord  Durham  liad  made  his  report  in  favor  of 
a  union  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  The  English  aris- 
tocracy, jealous  of  him,  liad  been  the  cause  of  his  return  and 
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ultiinatoly  of  his  <lrath.  I  will  n-fcr  ai^aiii  to  liim  juid  \\\y 
]M'titi(m  to  luiii. 

tl.  H.  Uohinsoii,  the  Chief  .lustlc*',  who  was  in  the  court 
when  1  was  found  guilty,  went,  I  hnvc  understood  (although 
1  have  never  seen  it),  an<l  issued  a  pamphlet  against  the 
contemplated  union,  and  tried  to  neutralize  the  Durham 
report,  as  all  the  ultra-loyalists  did.  He  was  a  busy  Tory, 
ultra  in  all  his  actions.  He  was  then  Speaker  of  the  Legis- 
lative  Council,  a  law-maker  and  a  law-executor.  What 
an  anomaly!  One  would  have  thought  his  liritisli  blood 
would  have  recoiled  at  this.  I  was  in  183!),  at  the  close,  in 
Chicago,  and  for  five  yeai-s,  still  I  heanl  all  that  was  going 
on.  It  was  said  Judge  Robinson  was  nnich  alarmed  about 
the  execution  of  Lount  an<l  IMatthews,  after  1838  and  in 
1831). 

It  was  in  1840 

TUE   GREAT    RIOT   AND    POLITICAL    ABUSE    OF    REFORMERS 

at  the  Golden  Lion  Inn  occurred.  The  Reformers  of  York 
— perhaps  1,000— -assend)led  to  hold  a  political  meeting  at 
the  inn.  R.  Baldwin  was  chairman.  Mr.  Price  and  Mr. 
Hincks  were  there,  and  the  leading  Reformers  of  York  who 
had  not  been  banished.     Most  illegally  and  wickedly 

WILLIAM   B.  JAKVIS,   A   SHERIFF, 

went  out  with  some  hundreds  of  rowdies,  armed  with  axe- 
handles — perhaps  other  things — attacked  the  Reformers, 
chased  them  through  the  fields,  nearly  killed  one  man, 
\vounded  many,  and  broke  up  the  meeting  !  ^  Mr  Price  and 
Mr.  Hincks,  afterwards  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  and  Gov- 
ernor of  Barbadoes,  had  to  run  for  their  lives. 

THE  OLD  LEA  VEX  OF  THE  FAMILY  COMPACT 

again  boiled  up.     Jarvis,  who  ran  away  on  Yonge  Street 
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fi'om  the  farmers,  armed,  on  Tuesday,  5th  December — as 
spoken  of — as  the  farmers  ran  from  him,  was  there 

AS   A    PEACE   OFFICER 

hi  liis  former  glory.  The  Compact's  venom  was  expiring, 
and,  as  it  is  said  a  snake  will  turn  and  bite  when  dying, 
and  there  is  life  in  its  tail  for  a  day,  sc  there  V7«s  life  in 
the  Compact  still.  But  this  was  not  so  bad  as  the  election 
of  Dunn  and  Buchanan  in  1841,  of  which  I  will  again  speak. 

MY   STAY   IN   TI.LINOIS   AND   DEPARTURE    IN   JUNE,   1844. 

In  continuation  of  my  first  letter  on  the  sojourn  in  Chi- 
cago, I  further  say  that  the  experiences  there,  whilst  chiefly 
pleasant,  were  (juiet  as  to  events.  I  got  familiar  with  all 
the  people  and  the  laws  of  Illinois,  also  with  the  manners  of 
the  lawyers,  higher  classes,  as  well  as  the  lower  classes  of 
the  people,  if  such  an  expression  be  proper.  It  will  be  seen 
from  my  observations  on  the  gentleman  called  "  Long 
John,"  or,  properly,  Mr.  John  Wentworth — w^hocame  to  Chi- 
cago, as  it  were,  at  twfh.y — how  soon  he  was  an  editor, 
then  an  Illinois  legislator,  then  the  mayor  of  the  city,  then 
a  Washington  legislator.  Levelling  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
republicanism  of  the  United  States  !  The  now  ex-Governoi* 
Altgeld,  who  is  said  to  be  the  right-hand  man  of  the  late 
Nebraska  candidate  for  President  against  McKinley,  the 
elected  President,  was  a  very  common  personage,  a  short- 
time  since.  He  is  still  what  the  Americans  call  a  power  in 
politics  in  the  Union,  amongst  Socialists  and  the  common 
mass  of  the  people. 

THE   GREAT   ABRAHAM   LINCOLN 

was,  although  a  lawyer,  .a  rail-splitter  at  one  time  near 
Springfield  in  Illinois,  and  actually  got  into  the  Presiden- 
tial chair  by  the  popular  soubri(iuet  among  the  hoi  polloi, 
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l)y  being  called  a  rail-spliffe)'.  I  heard  nothing  of  him 
when  I  was  there.  Major  McKinley,  who  is  now  in  a  posi- 
tion able  to  control  to  a  large  extent  the  destinies  of  per- 
haps 70,000,000  of  people,  and  to  influence  the  world  of 
Europe,  was  <|uite  a  conniion  man  ten  years  ago.  Napo- 
leon, or  some  author,  said  that  there  is  only  a  step 

FROM   THE    UIDICULOL'S   TO  THE   SUBLIME,  AND   VICE    VERSA, 

which  he  showed  clearly  by  being  one  day  the  governor  of 
Europe's  destiny,  the  terror  of  old  En  .(land,  and  the  next 
the  chained 

LION    OF  THE  ENGLISH    ISLAND   OF   ST.    HELENA. 

But  is  it  not  also  to  a  great  extent  so  in  England.  Many 
of  her  greatest  men  arose  from  a  very  low  estate  or  posi- 
tion. Many  of  her  Chief  Justices  and  judges,  and  even 
statesmen  and  bishops,  had  very  humble  parents — one  a 
barber,  others  mechanics  for  fathers. 

WAS   IT   NOT  RICHARD   THE   THIRD,   AN   ENGLISH    KING, 

who,  in  the  midst  of  the  battle  of  Bosworth  Field,  cried  out, 

"  A   HORSE  *   A    HORSE  !   MY   KINGDOM   FOR   A   HORSE !  ! " 

Then  his  kingdom  was  worth  only  a  horse. 

The  kings  and  queens  of  all  countries  sprang  from  very 
low  parentage.  The  great  Catherine  of  Russia  was  only  a 
favored  country  maid.  Peter  the  Great  of  that  country 
worked  as  a  carpenter  at  ship-building.  But  let  us  go  on 
to  the  ancients.  King  David  was  a  shepherd-boy  :  his  son 
Solomon,  the  so-called  wisest  man  of  the  world,  the  chance, 
adulterous  offspring  of  Bethesda,  the  loved  mistress  of  the 
same  man  David. 

THE  CHILD  OF  THE  STABLE  AT  BETHLEHEM 

became  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 


)■■ 


i 
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;)()0  REMINISCENCES   OF  CHARLES    DURAND, 

THE    KATKS   AUK    LEVELLIN(i,    VERY    MUCH    SO. 

Chica<To  wuH  a  Trog-poiid  wlieii  I  wont  tlieiv,  in  which, 
by  (Ijo^i^ino;  one  foot  <lown,  you  could  n<'t  water,  tlie  .^lound 
hointr  below  the  level  of  the  river.  Now  a  i,M:in<l,  |*u]atial 
city  stands  on  this  fro<^-pond,  with  one  inillion  (some  say) 
and  a-hall*  of  people — the  <;rand  city  ol*  the  lakes.  J  knew, 
when  T  was  there,  all  its  chief  men,  spoke  in  its  courts  often, 
wrote  some  in  its  papers. 

VAN-BUREN  AND  GKNEHAL  HARRISON 

ran,  whilst  I  was  there,  as  candidates  for  the  I'l-csidential 
chair.  The  one  was  a  Washington  snob  and  courtier,  a  pet 
minister  of  (ieneral  Jackson:  the  last,  the  concpieror  of 
Tippecanoe  and  the  Indians,  the  General  Harrison  who 
conquered  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames  in  INl.S,  and  might, 
if  he  had  come  on,  concpiered  all  of  Upper  Canada  in  the 
west.  He  was  the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  great  Chief 
Tecumseh.  Anyone  who  had  resided  two  years  in  Illinois 
could  vote  although  not  naturalized.  I  then  voted  for  this 
great  man  over  Van-Buren,  who  had  shown  himself  an 
enemy  of  the  Canadian  patriots.  Harrison  was  elected,  but 
died  before  he  enjoyed  the  honor  long.  Van-Buren  was  a 
mean  snob,  an  office-seeker  of  the  worst  kind. 

THE   POET   WILLIAM    CULLEN    BRYANT. 

Whilst  there,  this  great  poet  visited  Chicago.  I  called 
on  him  at  the  Couch  Hotel.  He  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of 
the  best  of  American  lyric  poets,  not  for  long  poems,  but 
for  short,  beautiful  poems.  I  will  insert  one  of  his  short 
pieces  of  poetry  at  the  page  where  I  speak  of  the  death 
of  my  first  dear  wife,  in  1855.  I  thought  him  very  stiff 
and  rather  uncourteous,  un-American  in  his  manner ;  he 
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lui'l  very  little  to  .say.  He  Iihm  written  sonu'  ;;ood  poetry 
about  tlie  Pampas  of  Illinois. 

STEIMIKN    DOIOI.AS, 

that  political  lion  of  tlie  West,  who  ran  a;;ainst  liincoln  for 
the  Senatorship  of  llhnois,  spoke  ther«'  several  times.  He 
had  the  true  American  manner  of  speaking — bold,  high- 
faluting,  rousing,  em))hntic,  lavishness  of  words.  He  was 
short  and  stout,  but  not  successful  as  a  caiulidate  for  th«' 
Presidency.  None  of  the  great  Americans  have  been  so. 
Vou  recollect  Daniel  Webster,  Calhoun,  Henry  Clay,  Blaine, 
Sherman,  General  Scott,  could  not  be  elected.  The  lawyers 
in  Chicago,  when  I  was  resident  among  thenj,  were  Col. 
Strode,  Morris,  Spring,  Dickey,  Scammon  (the  author  of 
some  good  i-eports,  a  great  Swedenborgian  advocate),  Brown, 
(ioderich,  Hamilton,  Hubbard,  DeWolf,  Ogden,  Ryan  (a 
very  noisy  Irishman,  but  talented),  and  others.  They  are 
all  probably  gone  to  the  unknown  land  before  this ;  some 
were  older,  some  about  my  age. 

THE   JUDCES   STAND    IP    WHEN   AI)DRESS1X(J    .lURIES, 

the  lawyers  use  the  tables  for  footstools  in  courts,  spit  to- 
bacco in  the  court  rooms,  even  smoke  in  court.  No  gowns 
or  black  dresses  are  woi'n.  You  might  take  them  for  farm- 
ers or  mechanics  of  the  city.  They  speak  loud,  often  laugh 
in  court,  are  "  hale  fellows  well  met,"  thick  with  the  hoi 
])olloi,  or  mob. 

THE   HOOSIER  SHIKS — WAOOONS    OF   THE    PRAIRIES 

are  great  curiosities  (were,  I  should  say,  in  my  day),  bring- 
ing in  all  kinds  of  produce  from  all  parts  of 

THE   OUT    COUNTIES   OF   THE   STATE. 

To  see  them  on  the  prairies  five  miles  off  they  resemble 
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little  vohhcIh  on  the  luiy  or  distant  lake.  You  couM  nee 
tlicm  on  clear  days  ton  niik'H  on  tlie  distant  sky.  Their  oc- 
cupants wore  lar;;e  straw  or  felt  hats,  lived,  slept  and  eat 
in  them.  ( )xen  and  horses  were  used  to  draw  the  waj^i^'ons. 
The  teams  came  from  hundreds  of  miles  distant,  in  from  the 
hack  country,  and  brought  in  foi  sale  hutter,  hogs,  corn 
meal,  corn  perhaps,  apples,  prairie  hens,  chickens,  turkeys, 
meat  of  all  kin<l.s.  Berries  were  l)rou<;ht  in.  Their  wives 
and  children  did  not  come  in  with  them.  There  was  no 
market-place  in  Chiea;jfo  of  any  account  when  I  was  tliere. 
I  only  knew  two  newspapers,  the  American  and  Democr< it 
One  Mr.  Stewart  edited  the  American.  I  can  see  him 
now  in  my  mind's  eye.  H  was  a  Republican.  (,'hica«^o 
was  a  drunken  place.  They  had  no  theaters  then,  and  few 
churches,  veiy  little  reli<(ion,  plenty  of  Irish,  no  other  for- 
eigners. Now  it  is  full  of  all  races.  1  knew  a  curious 
man  there,  named  Col.  Kircheval.  Once  he  was  a  very 
great  man.  He  had  a  brother  in  the  Illinois  Legislature. 
Tlie  man  I  speak  of,  however,  had  given  way  to  strong 
di'ink.  80  far  had  he  gone  (and  that  is  very  far  indeed) 
t'lat  the  crown  of  his  hat  was  out,  and  other  evidences  of 
dilapidation  appeared  in  his  clothes.  He  was  well  edu- 
cated, too.     If  sober,  a  gentleman. 

THB   WASHINGTON   GUTTER  TEMPERANCE   SOCIETY 

was  in  vogue  then  in  the  United  States — that  is,  a  society 
that  picked  men  and  women  from  the  gutters  at  night. 

HE   WAS   GOING   FAST   INTO   THE   DEPTHS. 


He  joined  this  original  society  as  a  last  resort,  and  soon 
became  a  sober  man.  But  there  was  a  great  recoil  in  the 
blood  and  body.  Liquor  called  for  its  usual  supply  ;  the 
stomach  said 
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<;ive!  tJiVK  :  MiuiK  <n-  IT  !  jjivk!  give! 

He  was  alM)ut  to  Wir.  Doctors  wore  ralI»Ml  in  ;  tli«*v  8ju«l  : 
"Colonel,  yon  will  dir  unlrss  you  ^^ivr  your  stMiiiacli  sonu* 
more,  ever  so  little,  stiinulus  wliieli  it  lias  lia«l  for  a  j^en- 
eration."  Col.  Kirelieval  said:  "  1  will  not  !  1  must  not!" 
**  Then  vou  will  die,"  said  tlie  docto!"s  The  hnive  man 
said:  "i  will  die  if  I  take  it,  and  it'  1  die  witlioutit.  then 
1  will  die  soher.  Let  me  die  soher,  at  all  events."'  Cilurious 
resolution  !  lie  did  not  taste;  lu;  lived  and  ;;ot  well  :  was 
electetl  a  .lust ice  oi'  the  Peace  ahout  the  time  I  left  :  be- 
came an  iionoretl  citi/en,  n'uewe*!  in  looks,  dri'ss and  nature. 
I  don't  know  if  he  so  continued,  l»ut  hoj)e  and  Udieve  he 
did.  That  wjis  putting;'  tlu^  foot  on  the  «levil.  I  said, 
when  .speakin<jj  oi'  lirandy  on  l>urley's  table,  a  few  jiaj^s 
hack,  putting  my  foot  on  it,  I  said  to  it  '  Henceforth, 
a\aunt  thou  hidden  dtuU." 

I  have  been  called  for  til'ty  odd  yeaif* — and  was  there, 
in  Chicago — "  The  Temperate  Lawyer "  of  the  City  of 
Toronto  and  County  of  York.  Many  a  man,  by  my  ex- 
ample, has  siiunned  the  intoxicating  bowl.  Many  have 
been  asliamed  to  <lrink  when  I  was  present :  even  judges 
have  been  ashamed  to  drink.  I  w^ill  sj)eak  in  a  future 
chapter,  very  soon,  of  my  publishing  a 

TEMPERANCE   AND   MTEllARY    PAPER    IN  TORONTO 

from  1851  to  1855,  which  advocated  total  abstinence.  Dur- 
ing that  period  no  liquor — intoxicating  beverage — ever 
passed  my  lips.  But  I  was  always  so ;  only  the  tempt- 
ing devil  sometimes  came  before  me.  Oh,  the  mighty 
spirits,  the  noble  souls,  the  geniuses,  beautiful,  noble  in 
everything  but  drink,  that  have  sunk  into — what  ?  Des- 
truction and  shame  from  excessive  drink  ^  Yes,  women — 
ladies  have  destroyed  themselves  in   this  way  often  in  To- 
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routo.      r  (M)ul<l  imiiH' iiohlo  lawyt'i's   in   Toronto  \vl»ohjt\«' 
•  lone  it.     W<'1I,  with  <li;;rt'.sHioii  I  proceed. 

My  In'othiT  Kt'i'(liiiaii<l  wjih  doin;^  ImsiiioHM  in  Mlhviuikeo 
up  to  tlie  time  i  Icl't.  He  allowed  my  uiid  liis  aunt,  Sarah 
Simpson,  once  Sarali  (heautil'ul  Sa!li(0  M(jrri.son,  tht'  sister 
ot*  our  dear  mother,  to  live  runl  die  witli  him. 


R 


IT    IS    A    DIADKM   T')    HIS    WAMK. 

Siie  hati  not  l)een  very  well,  was  in  some  respects  in  nee<l, 
but  jj^ood  and  pious.  She  was  the  dear  woman  who,  in 
1811-12,  held  me  in  her  arms  at  tin-  risk  ot*  her  life  when 
the  vicious  hidl  at  Hamilton  attacked  her  witii  me  in  her 
arms  (as  spoken  ot*  in  one  of  the  first  chapters  of  this  hook), 
and  saved  mv  life  and  her  own.     The  l)ull  threw  us  hoth 

4. 

over  a  hiifh  fence  on  his  hoi-ns,  and  cou'ld  not  follow  to  do 
more  injury. 

llfcU    SUX    lUiCAAlE   SUCCIib^SFUli    IN    ISUSINKSS, 

and  is  so  still,  in  Milwaukee,  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Wisconsin  Lemslature. 

The  end  of  my  Illinois  sojourn  about  this  time  drew  to  a 
close. 

DR.    DUNCOMHE    IN    ROCK    ISLAND. 

This  doctor  was  the  brother  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Charle.s 
Duncombe,  of  Burford,  who  raised  500  horsemen  to  assist 
McKenzie  in  18'i7,  but  only  remained  in  arms  a  short  time. 
I  intend  to  speak  of  him  in  a  future  chapter.  The  tii'.st- 
named  was  successful.  Many  of  the  collateral  branches  are 
still  in  Canada. 

THE    NAUVOO    MORMQVS. 

These  wicked  people  did  not  live  long  in  Illinois;  they 
were  driven  away,  and  one  Brigham  Young  became  Joe 
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SiiiitirH  HiUTeMsr)!*  and  hr  ami  his  lu-nplc  went  to  Salt  Lake, 
where  in  a  n  rnriiit'»|  state  thev  IInc.  .loe  Smith  once  hve«l 
utLeNviston;  kept  an  inn  thereaway  hack  in  \H'.\{).  Hecame 
toToronto.  Mr.  Samuel  Walton,  then  a  Imy,  knew  him  liere, 
saw  him  playin;;-  hall  in  Toronto,  ho  told  me. 

('iiF('A(a>  s'in.r  i.v  lis  s.maij.xks.s, 

hut  so,)!!  to  ris(».  It  arose  in  1848  su<Menly  into  ;^ieatno88. 
Some  have  hiamed  me  Tor  leaviner,  iait  f  don't  regret  it. 
More  wealthy  1  mi;;;ht  have  heen,  hut  not  so  happy.  The 
;^rcun<l  of  the  city  was  i-aised  eicrht  i'e(»t  up  ail  over  h}-  im- 
mense efforts  und  work.  They  raised  the  threat  Falmer 
Hotel  eiuht  leet  hy  thousan<ls  of  .screws.  Now  it  is  the 
Hotel  (Jrand  of  (he  West.  Mrs.  I'almer  is  a  «^ran<l  woman, 
they  say,  for  all  good  things;  was  a  Iea<ling  lady  in  the 
great  Siiow  of  KS93. 

I  have  in  Chicago  perhaps  1,000  ac(|Uaintanc(.  ,  .some 
nieces  and  a  gi-anddaughter,  a  Toronto  gii-1,  with  two  fine 
l)oys,  my  great-gi'an«lchildren.  It  nnist  not  he  forgotten 
Chicago  gave  a  Moody  to  the  world.  It  has  great  churches^ 
presided  over  hy  very  pious  and  useful  nn'nisters.  I  saw 
two  of  them  in  Muskoka  three  years  ago.  It  has  .splendid 
parks  now. 

When  I  was  there  I  considei'(;d  its  people  selfish.  They 
hated  foreigners,  and  looked  on  me  as  one.  The  fact  is, 
they  then  hated  the  Irish,  do  now,  such  as  are  native  Am- 
ericans. When  I  left  there  were  800  cases  in  the  courts 
untried,  and  one,  in  wliich  I  was  interested,  was  not  tried 
until  three  years  after  I  had  left.  Their  way  of  doing 
husiness  is  very  slow.  I  am  now  an  attorney  and  coun- 
sellor of  these  courts,  and  a  coun.sellor  of  the  Supreme 
Courts  of  the  United  Spates.  Here  is  my  license  in 
form : 
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SUPKKMK    (  OUUT    I'.MTED    HtA'IES, 

jy  I'linihus  Unvm. 
District  Court  of  tlio  United  Status  of  America. 

I,  J  AMKS  F.  OwKN.s,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  ."-tates 
of  the  District  of  Illinois, 

Do  hereby  certify  that  Charles  Durand  was  duly  admitted  and 
(jualified  as  an  Attorney  and  Counaelhjr  of  the  said  Circuit  Coikt  ttf 
the  United  States  of  the  District  of  Illinois,  on  the  ninth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, of  the  term  of  the  District  Court,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  of  our  Independence  the 
sixty  seventh. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aftix-  d  the 
Seal  of  said  court,  the  ninth  day  of  September,  in  the  ye.ir  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two. 

James  F.  Owens, 

Clrrk. 

But,  cas  I  said,  they  have,  as  I  was  told,  10,000  legal  prac- 
titioners there,  and  many  Canadians  amongst  them. 

THE    LATE    BLSHOF  JOHN    STRACHAN    OF   TORONTO,   THE    EVIL 
GENUS   OF  THE   FAMILY   COMPACT. 
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Mr.  Edward  Ermitinger  of  St.  Thomas,  in  his  history  of 
Col.  Talbot  and  the  Talbot  Settlement,  published  in  1 859 
at  '  ^t.  Thomas,  Elgin,  speaking  of  Dr.  Strachan,  .jays  : 

"  Dr.  Strachan  came  to  Canada  as  tutor  to  the  family  of 
Mr.  Cartwright  of  Kingston."  I  presume  this  Mr.  Cart- 
wright  was  the  father  of  Sir  Richard  Cartwright,  origin- 
ally a  Tory,  but,  owing  to  political  disagreements  with  Sir 
John  A.  Macdonald,  arising  from  the  too  great  political 
prominence  of  the  latter,  he  became  Sir  John's  enemy.  He 
is  now  the  cleverest  of  Mr.  Laurier's  Cabinet,  as  a  Minister. 

Mr.  Ermitinger  says,  "  The  father,  who  brought  out  plain 
Mr.  John  Strachan  from  Scotland,  belonged  to  one  of  the 
best  families  Canada  has  ever  known.  He,  Dr.  Strachan, 
afterwards  became  the  instructor  of  the  most  eminent  men 
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in  the  provinces,  amontif  whom  we  may  name  Robert  Bald- 
win and  others  of  like  distinction." 

Mr.  Erniitin<;er  might  have  said  Dr.  Strachan  was  the 
instructor  of  Judges  Robinson,  Jonas  Jones,  McLean,  Sher- 
wood, and  old  Mr.  Vankaughnet,  and  probably  the  Mac- 
aulevs,  as  earlv  as  1806.  I  have  a  picture  of  the  school  at 
Cornwall  where  they  were  taught.  He  also  says  these 
men  were  hiductrinated  with  the  same  principles  as  their 
tutor.  Yes,  no  doubt  of  this.  And  at  Toronto  for  perhaps 
forty  years  these  men  (with  others  so  indoctrinated),  es- 
pecially Dr.  Strachan,  ruled  this  Province  politically  to  its 
great  injury.  The  latter  was  always  in  the  Legislative 
Council  obstructing  all  reform  and  liberal  legislation,  op- 
posed to  everything  not  subservient  to  the  Churv^h  of  Eng- 
land. 

Now,  in  1S97  even  the  Presbyterians  number  nearly 
200,000  more  adherents  than  this  old,  veneral)le  Church  of 
England,  wdiicli  has  grown  wonderfully  ritualistic  and 
semi-Romanist.  The  Methodists  are  still  more  in  excess  of 
the  old  church.  When  I  first  knew  and  occasionally  at- 
tended this  church,  once  as  an  adherent,  in  1856,  there 
was  no  burning  of  candles,  tio  hoiving  to  the  East,  no  re- 
ceiving of  the  offerings  by  the  minister  and  then  turning 
and  bowing  to  the  holy  pulpit,  no  preference  made  in  ad- 
ministering the  sacrament  to  the  priest  over  the  layman, 
passing  the  latter  to  serve  the  former — a  very  disgraceful 
thing.  Is  the  priest  better  in  heaven  than  the  layman  ? 
Are  we  not  all  brethren,  as  Christ  said  ?  Did  not  Christ 
wash  His  disciples'  feet  the  day  before  the  crucifixion,  to 
show  men  forever  that  we  should  be  all  alike  in  heaven  ? 

Mr.  Ermitinger  remarks  that  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin  always 
held  the  character  of  the  Bishop  in  the  highest  reverence. 
That  he  might  do  apart  from  his  political  Toryism  and  ar- 
rogant conduct  in  the  church.     But  the  error  of  Mr.  Bald- 
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win's  life  was  liis  asceticism,  too  iimch  leaning"  to  his 
church  and  opposition  to  the  other  Christian  people  of  this 
Province,  just  as  j^ood  as  he  or  Bishop  Strachan  was. 

"Dr.  Strachan,"  ]\[r.  Erniitinger  further  says,  "  entered 
into  Holy  Orders  in  the  Church  of  England  at  an  early 
date,  having,  it  is  said,  abandoned  the  religious  faith  of  his 
forefathers" — meaning  Presbyterianism — "  whether  from 
conviction  or  from  motives  of  woild/y  <trnbitio'}i ,  as  has 
been  alleged  against  him,  we  shall  not  presume  to  decide." 

This  early  age  was  probably  about  1810,  about  the  time 
he  came  to  Toronto.  He  was  originally  a  Presbyterian 
in  his  early  days,  also  his  successor's  father,  father  of 
the  late  Bishop  Bethune,  who  wrote  the  Life  of  Bishop 
Strachan.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  minister  in  Montreal 
early  in  this  century,  and  his  brother  also,  both  of  whom 
joined  the  English  Church. 

There  is  no  harm  in  all  this  if  it  is  done  honestly,  with- 
out ostentation  and  without  conduct  which  sho>vs  thev 
despise,  or  rather  will  not  associate  spiritually  with,  those 
persons  from  whom  they  sprang  of  old.  The  haughty  con- 
duct of  many  English  Church  ministers  in  refusing  to  go 
on  the  same  religious  platform  or  in  the  same  pulpit  with 
Methodists  and  Presbyterians  is  contemptible,  anti-Chris- 
tian, unworthy  of  the  Christian  name.  What  will  they  do 
in  heaven  ?  S)ieak  into  some  corner,  and  point  their  fingers 
at  their  old  fathers,  their  ancestors,  who  are,  we  presume, 
in  heaven.  At  such  men  as  Knox,  Chalmers,  Principal 
Caven,  Principal  McVickar,  Bonar,  the  great  hymn-maker, 
John  Wesley,  and  in  my  day  at  Dr.  Topp  and  a  thousand 
others,  as  good,  perhaps  better,  than  they  are.  For  shame  ! 
that  Christian  brethren  should  be  so  treated,  when  we 
know  Christ  did  not  hesitate  to  wash  His  disciples'  feet,  to 
call  His  poorest  followers  brothers  and  friends.  He  said,  "If 
yon  do  My  will  you  are  My  friends."     You  may  depend  on 
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it  there  are  no  distinctions  in  lieaven  of  tliis  kind,  as  there 
ir  Christians  we  are  all  hrotliers  and  sisters.  It  is  very 
strange  wliat  necessity  will  make  people  do.  When  Ni- 
agara (Newark  as  it  was  then  called)  was  in  its  iid'ant 
state,  the  Presbyti-rians  and  the  Chnrch  of  England  people, 
also  the  few  Roman  Catholics  who  were  there,  nsed  to 
worship  in  the  same  church,  befoiv,  and  even  after,  1800. 
Were  they  any  the  worse  for  it '(  No,  hut  much  b(>tter,  for 
peace,  good  brotherhood  and  loving  charity  prevailed  there 
many  years. 

The  nrticlc  which  appears  in  chapter  XV.  of  this  volume 
sho^,■s  what  was  done  there  at  that  time.  The  Roman 
Catholics  W(^i-(»  buried  in  English  Church  cemeteries.  Mi*. 
Kirby,  the  author  of  a  book  called  "Historic  Niagara," 
says  the  grave-stones  in  the  old  cemetery  of  St.  Mark's 
Church,  Niagara,  show  that  Catholics  were  buried  tliere. 
\Vill  the  souls  of  these  persons  not  go  to  heaven  ?  What 
nonsense  this  exclusive  systein  is  !  Away  with  this  old 
prejudice !  Away  with  these  proud  dogmas  of  priests, 
worthy  only  of  hell — to  use  a  harsh  word.  ( Jod  and  our 
Saviour,  Who  represented  Him  on  earth,  never  taught  such 
doctrines  as  these.  I  have  no  prejudice  against  any  church 
organization,  if  it  admits  its  belief  in  the  Godhead  of 
Christ.  But  if  doctrines  such  as  the  real  'presence  ovtran- 
snbstantiatioih  are  maintained,  and  the  bishops  maintain 
that  they  have  the  power  to  bring  down  from  heaven  be- 
foi'e  us  Christ  us  a  reality,  this  doctrine  is  so  abhorrent  to 
reason  and  God's  will  that  I  abhor,  perhaps  I  should  say 
pity,  the  wickedness  and  folly  of  any  bishop  wlio  would 
uphold  it. 

An  instance  of  great  prejudice  I  remember  in  connection 
with  what  once  occurred  in  Toronto  ten  years  ago.  I  went 
to  an  English  Church  asking  the  privilege  as  a  Christian 
man  of  addressing  the  Sunday-school  and  Bible-class. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOLS   AND    UIBLE-CLASSES. 


I  was  tlien  in  tlio  liabit  of  addressing  the  schools  and 
Bible-classes  in  all  the  churches  in  Toronto.  I  have  spoken 
to  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  children  in  some  years  at 
that  period.  I  met  a  Church  of  England  deacon  in  his 
robes,  and  told  him  my  desire,  mentioning  that  I  was  a 
Presbyterian.  He  said,  "  I  don't  think  it  right  to  allow  a 
Presbyterian  to  thus  speak  to  our  children."  I  said  to  him, 
"Your  religion  is  very  thin  if  it  be  this  way."  Jesus  pro- 
claimed to  the  world  that  He  wished  His  followers  to  "  go 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 
But  I  suppose  the  deacon  thought  of  the  doctrine  of  "  Holy 
succession."  But  this  was  an  isolated  case.  I  found  the  Church 
of  England  very  liberal  to  me  everywhere.  Even  one 
Roman  Catholic  church  (St.  Mnry's)  allowed  me  to  a<ldress 
the  children.  I  spoke  to  the  school  of  All  Saints',  at  Canon 
Body's  school,  at  St.  George's,  at  St.  Paul's,  at  Canon  Jones' 
school,  and  twice  at  Canon  Sweeney's,  and  at  the  school  of 
Holy  Trinity,  as  well  as  at  the  church,  which  some  call  a 
very  high  church,  on  Howard  Street.  They  all  used  me 
with  civility,  some  very  much  so. 

Mr.  Ermitinger,  in  his  Life  of  Col.  Talbot,  relates  a 
curious  anecdote  of  an  aged  Presbyterian  Christian  woman 
and  her  old  pastor  in  Ireland.  He  says  it  is  applicable  to 
Dr.  Strachan.  "  When  Cowper  (once  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter) was  made  a  Bishop  of  Galway,  Ireland,  an  old  woman 
who  had  been  a  parishioner  and  a  favorite  of  his,  hearing 
he  had  left  his  old  kirk,  resolved  to  see  him  and  learn  the 
reason,  paid  him,  as  dean  of  the  Chapel  Royal,  a  visit.  The 
retinue  of  servants  she  passed  surprised  her,  but  being 
ushered  into  her  old  pastor's  presence  she  exclaimed,  "  Oh, 
sir,  what's  this  ;  ha'  ye  really  left  the  guid  cause  and  turned 
prelate  ? "     "  Janet,"  said  the  bishop,  "  I  have  got  a  new 
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light  on  the  .subject."  "  So  I  sec,"  said  Janet,  "  for  wlien  ye 
was  at  Perth  ye  had  but  one  candle,  but  now  ye  h.ie  twa 
before  you  !     That's  your  new  UijJd  /" 

In  ^Ir,  Erniitinger's  very  intere.sting  little  book  this  is 
given,  and  nia}'^  go  foi*  what  it  is  worth.  He  is  very  clever 
in  expressing  himself  in  many  ways ;  but,  unfortunately, 
he  is  too  Tory,  and  has  too  much  of  the  old  Compact  spirit. 
He  must  remember  this  will  not  do.  The  Orangemen  will 
not  swallow  this  old  faction.  It  was  only  tit  for  the  old 
times  of  1(S20  to  1880.  Now  they  are  liV)eral,  open-hearted 
men.  This  Manitoba  knows  well.  Many  in  those  days 
wanted  more  light.  They  are  naturally  constitutional  Re- 
formers. The  rituali.sts  now  in  their  high  churches  often 
have  "  twa  candle.s,"  and  even  more.  I  hope  they  will  not 
go  in  for  Holy  Water  and  wafer  holiness  I 

But  what  I  want  to  impress  upon  all  is,  that  mere  sym- 
bols, candles  in  the  daylight,  mysterious  bowings,  prefei*- 
ences  for  priests  over  laymen  in  Christ's  sacrament,  and 
mysterious  bowings  over  the  offertory,  amount  to  nothing. 
Christ  despises  such  things,  as  He  did  the  iihilacteries — 
long  prayers  uttered  at  street  corners  by  the  Pharisees  of 
His  time. 

John  Wesley  and  his  brother  Charles  always  contended 
they  had  not  left  the  true  English  Church,  only  its  "  tom- 
fooleries." So  they  lived  a  true  life,  humbled  themselves 
on  their  knees,  lived  in  the  spirit,  and  remembered  the 
chapter  of  Christ  on  the  doctrine  of  the  true  vine  and 
branches.  He  said,  "  Unless  ye  are  in  the  vine  ye  are  none 
of  mine  "  ;  "  ye  must  be  in  the  vine,  in  the  spirit " — fer- 
vent always  in  the  spirit.  Christ  loved  the  spirit  of 
things.  He  saw  in  the  poor  woman  of  Phoenicia,  whose 
daughter  he  cured,  when  she  said,  "  Yea,  Lord,  but  the  dogs 
eat  of  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  their  master's  table,"  .a 
spirit  of  humility,  the  true  spirit,  that  was  in  Mary  Mag- 
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(leleiie  when  sho  washed  lier  Lord's  I'eL't  with  her  tears  and 
wi])ed  them  with  her  liair. 

There  are  thousands  of  dear  Christian  men  in  the  Church 
of  Kn((hind,  and  dear  Christian  ministers,  too,  no  <loubt. 
Personally  I  love  them,  hut  all  such  must  remember  the 
l.Sth  chapter  of  1st  Corinthians,  and  its  assertions;  ask 
(fod  for  charity  ami  have  it,  if  we  are  to  be  the  angels  of 
(»od.  I  once  heard  the  Rev.  T.  DeWitt  Talma;^^e  preach 
truthfully  on  this  topic  at  Grimsby.  Forms,  ordinances, 
bowini^s  are  of  the  woi'ld.  "  For  the  wisdom  of  this  world 
is  foolishness  with  God."  For  it  is  written,  "  He  taketh 
the  wise  in  their  own  ci'aftiness."  In  the  o-reat  hereafter, 
in  the  pure  heaven  of  spiritual  life,  it  is  the  heart  which 
(fod  sees  and  loves.  If  it  l)e  humble  and  pure  as  Christ's 
was,  that  is  the  glory.  Don't  understand  me  to  say  any- 
thing maliciouslv  against  the  old  Church  of  England,  but 
all  true  Christians  will  say-it  was  a  pity  that  this  Church 
had  such  a  director  or  foster-mother  as  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Whilst  the  evilly-inclined  Romanists  were  gnashing  their 
teeth  at  her,  formed  a  devilish  Armada  in  Spain  to  destro}' 
lier  kingdom,  she  was  persecuting  the  best  friends  of 
Christ's  kingdom  in  her  own  dominion,  and  Church  upliold- 
ing  Roman  forms  and  heresies  in  the  Prayer  Book  and  Eng- 
lish Church.  This  Church,  as  a  Church,  nuist  fall  on  its 
knees  before  God,  be  pruned  of  its  errors  and  ceremonies, 
and  be  Avhat  the  Reformation  intended — a  truly  godly 
Church.     I  hope  to  live,  as  old  as  I  am,  to  see  it. 
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CJIAPTEK  XV. 

My  petitions  for  hiiil  in  vain  in  1H:'8 — Sick  in  hospital — My  wifn  at 
the  point  of  death—  Ileael  sui>erseilo(l  — Arthur's  arrival  in  March, 
1^38 — Lord  Diuhaiii  came  in  June  — IJahlwin  invites  me  to  return 
on  my  petitions — My  position  in  the  West — My  letter  to  Baldwin — 
Dr.  McKenzie's  l«;tter  to  me— Constructive  (>f  my  crime,  writint; 
letters  for  Responsible  Government—  Bench  of  Magistrates  exam- 
ined remarks  on  the  sons  of  Jud.ue  Robinson — My  wife's  box  — 
Battles  of  1812— Rev.  James  Richardson's  stranjjte  nn'stake  in 
history  in  the  Educational  Department — Will  Christianity  last? — 
Niagara  town,  the  Indian  Problem— Captain  Brant- Benedict 
Arnold —  Lights  and  Shadows-  Spirits— Are  {)resentinient8  true? 
Li>rd  Cecil's  conversion— Strange  presentiment  about  Dr  Hare — 
Strange  api)earance  at  a  death — Strange  incident  to  myself— Mr. 
Rorke,  the  (^)uaker— P^lijah  in  Mount  Hoieb — The  judges  of 
Canada  — A  mystery  at  Ancaster— Our  modern  judges 

I  HAVE  looki'd  over  these  petitions — the  copies  of  tliem — 
ami  I  onl}'  give  tlie  substance  of  them,  Init  they  are  woith 
referring  to  as  showing  the  dreadful  cruelty  of  Hagennan 
the  Attorne^'-General,  and  the  then  sitting  Star  Chand)er 
Commission  which  was  investigating  the  prisoners'  cases. 

In  the  face  of  these  petitions  I  oflered  the  leading  Or- 
angeman, Mr.  Dickson  the  saddler,  well  off,  and  i\Irs. 
Widow  Bostwick,  worth  at  the  time  i>200,000,  with  an  in- 
come of  S8,000  a  year. 

My  wiie  was  lying  dangerousl}"  ill  at  one  time,  not  ex- 
pected to  live,  with  a  yovuig  child  just  born,  and  I  was  ill, 
and  about  to  be  confined  in  the  hospital,  and  was  confined 
there  in  March. 

I  refer  to  this  state  of  things  to  show  how  detestable 
the  conduct  of  the  faction  was  that  then  had  got  the  best 
men  in  the  country  into  their  power,  and  how  regardless  of 
eitiier  womens*  or  husban<ls'  i-ights  and  troubles  thej^  were. 
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Jt  is  Jill  part  <)l"  my  n'liiinisceuces  of  life,  and  iiuihI  b«r 
rcFornHl  to.  At  tlinl  tiino  roinoinber  I  was  an  innocent 
yonnfT  man,  and  my  wit'((  a  yonng  lady  connected  with  one 
oF  the  oldest  and  most  worthy  families  of  Toronto. 

1st.  I  ix'titionrd  Sir  F.  IJ.  Head,  4th  February,  1838, 
which  was  refused,  the  Commission  disrefjjardin^  it,  or  say- 
in(^  it  could  not  be  don«',  and  there  was  not  a  tittle  of  evi- 
dence against  me. 

2nd.  I  wrot(;  to  Hagerinan  liimself  (tlie  substance  of  this 
letter  I  give)  for  bail,  which  lie  did  not  think  proper  to 
answer,  although  I  was  as  high  in  the  law  as  he  was,  ex- 
cept that  he  happened  to  be  the  Compact  Attorney- General. 

suhstan(;k  of  my  lettkr. 

1.  This  letter  is  dated  Otli  February,  1838,  in  the  emer- 
gency of  my  wife's  sudden  sickness,  expressing  a  strong  de- 
sire to  be  admitted  to  bail. 

2.  That  such  could  not  be  injurious  to  the  cause,  as  the 
bail  would  be  very  high.  That  I  would,  if  necessaiy,  teinain 
in  the  home  district ;  would  not  in  any  way  meddle  with 
the  affairs  of  the  country  (it  was  quite  clear  that  I  had 
not  done  so,  even  then,  to  him). 

3.  That  I  was  entirely  innocent  of  any  offence  ;  was  now 
and  always  had  been  attached  to  the  British  Crown.  That 
my  business  was  suffering  for  want  of  my  personal  atten- 
tion. That  if  requirid  I  would  renew  my  oath  of  faithful- 
ness to  the  Crown ;  would  do  everything  to  satisfy  the 
Government  of  my  peaceful  intentions. 

4.  That  my  wife's  health  was  suffering  from  aiixiet}  at 
my  absence  and  imprisonment. 

5.  That  I  did  not  in  any  way  participate  or  take  part 
in  the  late  rising,  which  the  lawyers  with  me,  Mr.  O'Reilly 
and  Tiffinay,  could  vouch  for. 

To  my  first  application  to  Governor  Head,  4tli  February, 
which,  no  doubt,  Hagerman  had  caused  to  be  refused  by 
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the   Conniiiasioiiens,    the    Secretary   ol'    the    CJovernor,   J. 
Joseph,  replies : 

"  The  Counnissioners  report  they  cannot  reconunend  hint 
to  ;^rant  my  request  for  bail." 

Tliis  fool  of  a  Governor  was  soon  after  tliis  recalled 
lionie.  Went  to  New  York  and  confesseil  to  Mr.  Bidwell 
lie  had  not  used  him  well. 

Then  the  matter  askin*;-  for  bail  remaineil  refused  until 
Sir  George  Arthur  came  out  in  IMareh.  I  then  petitioned 
him  to  the  same  import  as  to  Head. 

He  replied  through  the  same  Secretary,  J.  Joseph,  30th 
March,  1838:  "  Your  petition  of  the  2Gth,  having  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Counnissioners  by  his  Excellency,  they  report 
to  his  Excellency  they  cannot  reconnnend  bail."  This  it  will 
be  seen  was  nearly  two  months  after  my  first  application. 

I  was  then  sent  to  the  hospital  very  sick.  My  wife  was 
also  sick,  and  had  not  seen  me  since  her  sickness  in  Feb- 
ruary, nor  I  her. 

Upon  learning  of  my  dangerous  sickness  in  April,  they, 
about  the  middle  of  it,  admitted  me  to  bail.  The  Com- 
missioners were,  of  course,  instructed  by  Hagerman,  and 
were  composed  of  the  bitterest  Tories.  They  had  never 
taken  any  evidence  against  me,  and  were  told  by  me  on 
a  partial  examination  that  I  was  innocent  and  had  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  rising.  Not  one  word  did  they  get 
from  me  of  any  incriminating  evidence. 

On  the  19th  July,  1838,  Lord  Durham  was  in  Toronto, 
and  I  sent  him  a  long  petition.  His  address  was  "  The 
Right  Honorable  John  George  Lord  of  Durham,  Viscount 
Lambton,  etc..  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner,  and 
Captain- General  in  and  over  the  Provinces  of  British  North 
America." 

"  Your  petitioner  has  heard  with  joy  and  gladness  of  j'our 
Lordship's  arrival,  clothed  with  power  to  settle  the  unfor- 
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tunutc  (liflV'rcnccM  tun  I  <li,stiirl)jmc('H  in  tlicse  Pnnincos.  TIjc 
evicU'iicc,  in  part,  on  u  liicli  l»e  wjih  convicted  conai.sttMl,  the 
Attonu!y-< '<!n('nil  Hljit«'<l,  (d"  a  h'tter  I'ountl  in  liis,  your 
petitioner's,  Imivau,"  (hut  never  puhhshed  in  the  papi-rs). 
TluH  letter  was  never  produced  to  the  Jury  in  court,  and 
did  not  exist,  and  was  never  found  in  my  hureau,  and  liovv 
lla;4ennan  couM  liave  told  anyone  so  is  a  marvel.  IT  it  was 
so  f(jund,  it  wouM  l)e  a  case  like  Al^ei'non  Sidney's  of  Kn;^- 
land  in  KiNS,  who  was  pronounced  hy  the  Kn<,dish  House  of 
Commons  iiniocent,  and  that  Sidney  was  le^^ally  murden-d 
hy  the  court  that  condemned,  and  Kin;^  James  the  Second, 
that  c.iused  him  to  be  executed.  In  fact,  the  evidence  a*jfainst 
mii  was  very  diH'erent,  consisting  of  some  casual  conversa- 
tion ahout  rifles  with  a  Yankee  habbler  in  Hamilton,  nnd 
at  the  taking  of  the  stage  by  McKenzie. 

I  was  soon  after,  or  within  a  month,  by  order  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, allowed  to  go  to  the  United  States  for  life,  until 
Robert  Hahlwin  sent  me  this  letter: 

^♦KixcsTON.  Oct.  7th,  18l.'{. 
♦'  r.   Dnranrl 

"Dkar  Sni, —  I  did   not   uoglect  your  petition,  and    only  delayed 

wriiini^  until  I  could  send  you  your  i)ardon  with  the  letter  which  1 

now  send  to  you. 

**  I  remain  yours  truly, 

"  R.  Baldwin." 

It  is  likely  Lord  Durham  made  a  representation  to  the 
Executive  in  Toronto. 

My  petition  to  Sir  Charles  Metcalf,  Oovernor-General, 
was  on  the  14th  August,  1843,  which,  of  course,  was  to  his 
Council,  and  states  that  I  had  been  convicted  for 

"  CONSTRUCTIVE   TREASON," 

for  writing  political  letters.     That  since  said  time  1  had  re- 
sided in  the  United  States,  in  Illinois,  and  practised  my 
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profession.  Tluit  I  am  dcsinnis  of  ivai(lin^a«.jain  in  Caiuula. 
Tliat  he  respect I'ully  r('<|Uests  a  pardon  may  In*  extended 
to  him,  restorin;^  to  him  all  his  former  priviK»;je8  and  ri«^hts 
in  the  British  Kmpire  and  I'rovinees." 

My  hotter  to  Mr.  iJaldwin  with  the  petition.  I  tind,  in  sub- 
stance reads  this  way  : 

"  Chica(j<),  State  of  Illixoh. 

Wh  A.ii/»tU,  1H43. 

*■  houoruhle  Riiherf  Bald n  in, 

'•  My  Dkak  Sir, — I  si-iid  this  letter  to  you  with  the  a  a,tjrol  pftUiou 
for  a  pardon. 

'*  The  jjre'it  political  fhange  that  has  taken  phiec  in  Canatla  and 
the  enlarged  and  enlightened  policy  |)ursued  towanla  tht  Canrdiuns 
by  the  Ihitish  (jJovernnieiit  induce  nie  in  some  measure  to  take  this 
step.  The  desire  also  to  visit  my  native  land  and  friemU  uniaolctited 
also  promiits  me 

'*  Believing  you  are  my  friend  and  the  friend  of  my  family  induces 
me  to  address  this  letter  to  you    for  your  innnediate  action  inlaying 
n)y  application  before  the  Ct)uncil. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  be 

'*  Your  most  obedient  and  humb'e  servant, 

"Charles  Dikaxd." 

I  have  copies  of  all  petitions,  papers  and  letters  ever  made 
or  were  sent  between  me,  the  judges  and  Governoi*s,  at 
Toronto  in  188cS. 

In  or<ler  to  aliow  my  position  in  Chicajjo  I  insert  a  copy 
of  ni}^  licences  there  : 

*'  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  know  ye  that  the  un- 
dersigned two  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  having  received  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  good  moral  char- 
ac  er  and  legal  attainments  of  Charles  Durand. 

"   IJO    HEREBY   BY  THESE  PRESKNTS  AUTHOUIZE  THE  SAID  Charles  Du- 

rand  to  practise  as  an  Attorney  and  Colxsellor-at  Law  and 
Solicitor  in  Chancery   in  all  the  Courts  of  Record  of  the  said  State. 

•'  Given  at  Chicago  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  September.  1839. 
**}l^itne8s,  Richard  J.  Hamilton,  "  Theophilus  W,  Smith. 

Clerk  Cook  County.        "Thomas  C.  Browne." 
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I  liHvr  a  Niiiiiliir  licence  to  practiHO  of  a  .sirnilar  kiixl  from 
S|niii<,^li«'l(l.  Illinois,  .si^iuMl  l»^  tin*  Clork  ol*  tin-  Siiprcnu^ 
Circuit  C'ourts  ami  nil  Snprciiu'  Uiiitrd  StatiH  Courts, 
wliicli.  il    I  clioHc,  would  now  ('iial)l('  in(3  to  do  ho. 

This  NVHH  my  position  wIkmj  I  n-turnrd  to  Canada  in  I.SI'4. 
I  liaN(!  a  j^rrat  nuinlici-  of  ccftiticatt's  iVoni  the  pt'ojth;  of 
Hamilton  of  a  hi;;li  kind,  inhahitantsof  lii<'-|i  standing:, such 
as  this  our  : 

'•  LocKI'nUT,  Oitohn-  ffir  \UU.   \HM\. 
'*  To  THi:  Lraunkii  Hak  ok  tiik  Statk  ok  Nr,\v  Vohk  : 

''I  tuku  ^reut  plunsure  in  stdtiii;^  tlint  I  liavo  hucii  intimately  ue* 
(|iiiiintuil  with  Mr.  ChurlcN  Duraiul.  latu  of  llaiiiilton,  (iotv  l^ihtiict, 
V.C  ,  for  the  last  livo  or  Hix  yenrH,  and  ft>r  the  Ia>*t  two  years  have 
employe*!  him  at  the  Har  hb  a  choice,  both  en  account  of  his  talent 
and  attention  to  husineBS  ;  and  take  pleasure  in  further  stating  that 
Mr.  Durand  is  a  yiung  man  of  excellent  moral  character. 

'  Sgd.     A.   l{    AhK'KN/.iK,  M.D.. 

'   Late  of  Hamilton,  U.C." 

Tins  wntU'inan  was  lon<r  known  as  an  excellent  and 
worthy  man,  and  in  addition  I  could  f,nve  the  names  of 
many  more — have  <^ot  their  certificates  with  me — who 
certify  in  the  same  way, 

I  can  say  at  the  time  of  my  imprisonment  and  persecu- 
tion, and  that  of  my  wife,  two-thirds,  perhaps  three-fourths, 
of  the  people  of  Hamilton  would  have  cert^ed  in  the  same 
way.  But  a  few  rascals,  vindictive  and  vile,  tyrants  to  me, 
aervile  tools  of  Allan  N.  McNabb,  over-awed  aud  kept  in 
terror  the  best  men  of  Hamilton  at  that  time,  drove  me 
and  my  beloved  young  wife  away  from  our  home  because 
we  loved  our  country's  interests  and  were  true  Canadians. 

It  will  be  seen  in  my  petition  to  Lord  Durham,  10th 
July,  1838,  I  use  these  words:  "I  was  convicted  of 

"CONSTRUCTIVE  TREASON." 

What  is  this  ?     Just  what  Algernon  Sidney  was  convicted 
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of — Imviiijj^  pMjM'is  ill  liis  privati'  Imn'au  scttiii;^  Torth  in 
MiSfi  '•  Hystt'iii  oi' ot'iinal  rct'onn  in  l'!n;;l)iiitl  in  tlie  corrupt 

ui:n;\  OK  tin;  .lAroitin:. 

James  tlie  Second  ;  an<l  that  aneiont,  conupt  jud^e,  ih'ffivys, 
con.strued  it  to  l>e 

(JONSIUIC'TIN  K   'lUKASON. 

ConHtnictivo  treason  was  what  Jud^^f  Kohinson  and  Attor- 
ney-(ilenerul  llM^einuin  said  I  waH  ;;iiilty  ol',  and  a  Hof't- 
l)rained,  i<,ai<)rant,  corrupt  jury  eclioed  their  Hentinients. 

How  many  men  of  the  past  could  he  jjunishod  on  the 
same  <^round  for  tlie  (  \pression  of  honest  opinions  i*  Hut 
they  were  puzzh'd  in  tlieii'  construction  of  tlie  law.  S<»m«' 
thouj^ht  sjieakin^  to  McKeiizie,  which  1  was  compelled  to 
do  by  accidentally  meetinj^'  him  on  my  staj^e  Journey,  was 
treason.  Was  my  askiiii.^  him  to  let  me  pass  to  my  home, 
on  Tuesdav  nitfht  hefore,  treason  :*  What  more  could  I  do 
in  (iither  rase  ?  In  the  one  1  wished  to  pass  on  and  have 
nothing-  to  do  with  him,  and  in  the  other  1  wished  to  <^o  v>n 
my  walkin«^  journey  when  the  sta;;e  was  stopped.  No  let- 
ter was  found  in  any  bureau  of  mine  or  in  any  box.  I  am 
soon  going"  to  write  a  curious  story  about  a  liti<e  box,  made 
in  1834,  taken  from  my  wife  when  arrested  on  her  way  to 
Toronto,  and  which  has  travelled  with  me  and  travelled 
with  her  to  C/hicago  and  back,  and  is  with  me  still,  wliich 
a  bench  of  Tory  magistrates  examined  and  found  only  love 
letters  ami  correspondence  with  brothers  and  my  wife  in  it. 
The  Tory  fools,  thought  there  was  treason  in  it. 

Constructive  treason  is  the  excuse  of  fools  and  the  plea 
of  tyrants  and  oppressors,  and  might  well  be  applied  to  my 
case.  My  offence  was  simply  political — writing,  as  I  told 
Lord  Durham,  writing  letters  in  favor  of  the  very  Govern- 
ment he  came  to  establish,  through  Baldwin ! 
26 
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Tho  sons  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Robinson  were  (only 
one  is  now  alive)  most  excellent  men.  The  late  Sir  James 
Lukin  Robinson  was  a  most  gentle,  lovable,  Christian  man, 
a  dear  friend  of  mine.  We  never  met  withijut  a  kind 
conversation.  He  always  welcomed  me  to  his  ollice  in 
Osiroode  Hall,  and  I  have  little  doubt  he  and  his  amiable, 
Christian  wife  are  in  a  blessed  Hom(!  in  the  world  of 
spirits. 

The  late  ex-Uovernor  was  always  very  friendly  with  me, 
and  once  scolded  me  and  my  wife  for  not  calling  oftener  to 
see  hin).  The  son  who  is  still  alive,  Mr.  Christopher  Rob- 
inson, has  often  stopped  to  speak  to  me,  even  crossed  the 
road  to  speak  to  me,  and  is  a  most  amiable,  excellent  man 
and  citizen.  These  sons  of  the  late  Chief  Justice,  so  far  as 
I  am  or  was  concerned,  always  had  my  kindest  wishes  for 
their  happiness  ;  nor  would  I,  if  it  had  been  in  my  power, 
have  done  anything  to  injure  their  father  in  life.  When  I  was 
suffering,  as  I  and  my  ^vife  thought,  by  his  acts  and  unkind- 
ness,  she  asked  me,  "  If  you  could  would  you  injure  him  in 
any  way  ?  "  "  No,"  said  I,  "  I  cannot  retain  vindictive  feel- 
ings against  any  one,  although  it  may  appear  so.  Forgive 
and  forget  is  my  desire,  but  I  must  not  forget  his  wrongful 
acts,  the  misconstruction  of  the  law,  (in  my  opinion),  shown 
on  my  trial  by  him  and  Hagerman,  or  his  unfriendly  man- 
ner, and  that  of  Hagerman's,  on  my  return  in  1844.  All 
this  causing  me  and  my  wife  injuries  nothing  can  repair : 
seemingly  trying  to  ruin  me  in  character  and  property,  all 
of  which  I  lost.  I  had  thousands  of  dollars  in  Canada 
lost.     Who  is  to  repay  all  this  ? 

I  must  not  forget  their  brutal  refusal  to  grant  bail  to  a 
suffering  man,  to  one  who  never  offended  against  the  law. 
I  must  not  forget  the  enemies  of  my  country,  and  those 
who  for  forty  years  trampled  upon  the  rights  of  Canadians, 
and  banished  me,  thinking  their 
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COURrPT    liEIGN    WOUI-T)    ENOrRE. 

But  the  "Are  you  back  a^^aiii  ?"  expression  was  only  tem- 
porary. All  efforts  to  neutralize  Lord  Durham's  report 
failed.  The  Robinson  pamphlets  had  no  effect  in  Ennlan<l. 
I,  at  least,  as  I  told  ]\Ir.  Baldwin  and  others,  (even  W.  L. 
Mclvenzie,  who  caused  the  rising,  with  all  his  errors),  came 
back.  His  errors,  of  course,  had  nothing  to  do  with  me,  as 
I  was  not  in  his  movements.  So,  came  back  I  did,  to  sup- 
port the  Queen  and  people  in  their  lawful  and  proper  rights 
in  the  balmy  month  of  June,  not  as  I  went  six  years  before, 
but  restored  to  those  rights  which  a  miserable  faction  depri\- 
ed  me  and  m}-  wife  of  in  the  long  time  agone.  The  serpent 
had  a  tail,  however :  it  wiggled  this  tail  a  little  under  Lord 
Metcalfe,  Draper  and  R^^erson ;  again,  under  McNabb  in 
1854 :  again,  when  the  fag-ends  of  the  faction  burnt  down 
the  Parliament  buildings,  and  mobbed  Lord  Elgin  in  184f> 
for  carrying  out  the  demands  of  his  Ministry.  "  I  am  back 
again," — no  thanks  to  my  enemies — if  necessary,  as  I  have 
often  said  w^ithin  the  past  ten  years,  to  defend  and  uphold 
the  rights  of  my  beloved  Canada. 

SOME    MORE    BATTLES. 

Tlie  battle  of  Chrysler's  Farm  was  a  severe  one,  and  the 
British  succeeded  there.    I  cannot  say  more  about  it  here. 

The  battle  of  York  was  one  in  which  the  militia  and  a 
s.mall  body  of  regulars  under  General  Sheafe  had  to  oppose 
the  American  armed  fleet  and  a  large  force  of  American 
regulars.  The  British  could  not  expect  to  succeed,  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  carelessness  of  General  Pike,  the  brave 
American,  they  would  have  had  everything  their  ow^n  way. 
He  carelessly  ventured  near  the  magazine,  and  was  blown 
up  with  several  hundreds  of  men.  The  Americans,  after 
plundering  the  town  and  burning  the  old  Parliament  build- 
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in;jjH,  loft  with  littl(3  to  Loast  of.  (u'licnil  SliealV,  witli  liis 
rouculnrs,  retreated  to  Kingston  bel'ore  tlie  end  ol'  the  batth', 
and  was  ])laiiied  for  it,  }ij)j)Mrently  witliout  nmcli  cause,  be- 
cause his  stay  would  have  resulted  in  his  surrender  as 
prisoner. 

HATTLES    OK   SACKETT's  .IIAUiiOll    AND    ()SWE(iO. 

Here  the  Canadian  militia  were  withdrawn  from  the 
action,  when,  it  is  said,  they  mi<^ht  have  succeeded,  by  the 
incompetence*,  if  not  cowai'dice,  of  the  leaders  on  the  British 
side. 

KEY.    JAMES    KICFIAUDSON. 

It  was  here  that  the  late  Bishop  Richardson  (so  well 
known  in  the  Methodist  Church,  of  whom  I  have  often 
spoken  in  this  volume)  lost  his  arm.  He  was  a  brave 
and  good  man,  and  useful  to  his  country  so  loni^  as  he 
lived.  Jn  his  last  days  it  was  overwork  in  the  cause  of  his 
Master,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  caused  his  illness  and 
death  at  eighty-live  years  of  age.  He  came  regularly  every 
Sunday  to  preach  to  the  prisoners  in  gaol  in  1838,  and  ad- 
ministered the  last  rites  of  the  Christian  Church  to  poor 
Samuel  Lount,  attending,  linally,  on  the  gallows  with  him. 
He  frequently  told  me  that  Mr.  Lount  died  a  devoted,  lov- 
ing Christian.  When  asked  by  Mr.  Richai'dson  if  he  would 
like  to  live,  he  said  for  his  family's  sake  he  would,  but  not 
for  his  own  sake.  I  ma}'^  say  something  more  about  this 
when  speaking  of  Lount's  execution.  I  was  in  the  habit 
of  talking  often  to  this  great  and  honorable  Methodist. 

SPIRITUALISM  :    IS    IT   TRUE  ? 

I  once  asked  him  what  he  thought  this  strange  system 
of  belief  was.  "  Do  you  think  it  is  true  or  real  ^  "  "  Yes," 
he  said,  "  it  is  a  reality,  but  not  of  God ;  it  is  of  the  devil, 
it  is  supernatural." 
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Now,  this  is  probably  true  :  I'oi'  if  wr  believe  Christ 
and  the  Old  Testament  (stran<jje  as  it  may  be)  there  arc 
wieked  (ludden  from  liuman  (^yes)  spirits  in  tlic  uiiiversi; 
that  affect  liuman  bein<;s,  and  some  tliink  insane  persons 
aiv  aflected  hy  tlunn — that  insanity  is  often  caustnl  by 
them.  As  to  this  last,  Chi'ist  says  so.  Keiiiend)er  the  in- 
sane  man  in  the  tond>s.  Who  tempted  Christ  in  the  wil- 
derness :"  "  No  one,"  some  say.  Is  the  story  of  the  Witch 
of  Endor  a  fiction  !*  Who  went  with  saints  l)efore  God, 
as  spoken  of  l>y  Job  :*  But  whilst  wicked  spirits  thus  act 
unseen,  so,  no  doubt,  angels  iniseen  appear  to  influence  and 
guard  saints.  This  is  also  asserted  by  (Jhrist  and  the  C)ld 
Testament.  See  1st  Hebrews.  Paul  so  says.  Peter  was 
liberated  by  an  anoel  from  gaol.  So  the  good  spirits  may 
appear  to  us  on  earth  and  in  spiritual  manifestations.  See 
Chapter  XIII.  on  this  matter. 

A   VERY   STRANGE    HISTORIC    ERROR 

about  James  Durand,  senr,,  in  the  Documentary  Educational 
History  of  Upper  Canada.  This  work  is  alleged  to  be 
edited  by  J.  (Jeorge  Hodgins,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  barrister.  So 
learned  and  careful  a  man  as  he  is  should  not  have  made 
this  mistake. 

At  page  159,  Vol.  II.,  from  1(S34  to  183G,  when  speaking 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  1835,  just  elected,  and 
giving  their  names,  it  is  said,  among  others:  "Mr.  James 
Durand,  who  had  been  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  County  of  Niagara  in  1814,  and  for  the 
County  of  Wentworth  in  1817,  M'^as  elected  to  Parliament 
for  the  County  of  Halton."  One  would  have  thought  that 
it  would  have  been  noticed  that  a  person  elected  in  1814 
must  be  very  old  in  1835,  but  it  carelessly  was  not.  Now 
James  Durand,  junior,  was  the  person  elected  for  Halton 
in  1835,  and  was  a  boy  of  only  fourteen  years  in  1814 ;  when, 
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in  I'act,  liiH  and  my  futlier  was  elected  in  Niat^ara  and  Went- 
worth,  and  was  a  man  of  the  a^e  of  over  forty.     He  was 
tlie   person   who  w.as  captain  at  the  hattle  of  Qneenston 
owned  and  puhlislied  Ins  paper,  the  Jice,  in  1812  to  perhaps 
1814 — lono'  a  resident  of  Halton  and  Wentworth. 

Such  a  mistake  should  he  at  once  corrected.  Xo  person, 
from  1800  to  !83Ji,  ever  had  more  inlhience  in  Western 
Canada  than  my  father,  and  was  more  universally  knttwn. 
He  was  known  well  at  Toronto,  at  Hannlton,  in  London, 
Norfolk  and  at  Sarnia,  where  his  son  George  was  afterwards 
a  merchant.  He  owned,  in  1805,  prohably,  or  before,  the 
f^reat  Bridgewater  Flour  Mills  at  Chippewa,  which  were 
assigned  to  the  greedy,  semi-Yankee  and  Scotch  firm  of 
Clark  i^  Street,  and  were  burnt  down  by  the  retreating 
American  army  after  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane  in  1814. 
I  feel  somewhat  indignant  to  think  my  father  should  be 
thus,  as  it  were,  ignored,  his  acts  and  memory  lost  sight  of. 
What  kind  of  a  Canadian  history  is  this — all  within  this 
centur}'^ !  One  great  object  with  me  in  writing  this  l)ook 
was  to  let  the  Canadian  people  know  that  such  a  man  as  he 
once  walked  and  lived  on  this  earth. 

WILL   CHUISTIANITY    LAST  ? 

Suggestions  from  the  editor  of  the  Mail  and  Empire  on 
the  prospects  of  religious  truth. 

I  lately  saw  an  article,  in  December  I  think,  speculating 
on  what  is  likely  to  be  the  future  position  of  our  churches 
and  religion.  It  is  too  long  to  insert  and  was  merely  thrown 
out  as  a  feeler  after  the  probable  truth;  but  its  conclusion 
was  that  religion  is  not  really  losing  ground  in  the  world. 
The  discussions  of  agnostics  and  sceptics  show  that  religion 
is  necessary  for  the  world's  good  and  man's  welfare  in  so- 
ciety. I  have  thought  the  same.  It  is  necessar}^  to  check 
crime  and  selfishness.  I  penned  the  following  thoughts  at 
the  time  and  now  insert  them  : 
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)Ilowiiig  are  tlie  opinions  of  a  great  secular  paper, 
tlie  Mail  und  h'mpire,  on  the  subject  of  the  aspects  of  re- 
ligion at  the  close  of  this  ninetcentli  centuiy,  and  I  make 
some  remarks  on  them. 

Religion  is  closely  connected  with  my  reminiscences  from 
very  early  years,  and  as  soon  as  I  was  a  boy  of  even  seven 
years  old,  especially  as  T  grew  to  tlie  age  of  twelve,  I  made 
more  or  less  a  study  of  it. 

If  Christianity  be  what  Christ  said  in  these  memorable 
words  :  "  And  He  saith  unto  them,  wliom  say  ye  that  I  am  ? 
Petei*  answ^ereth  and  saith  unto  Him,  Thou  art  the  Christ." 
He  then  said,  "  Upon  this  rock,"  this  doctrine,  "  I  will  build 
My  cliurch." 

So  it  must  prevail,  notwithstanding  all  the  adverse  criti- 
cisms of  the  old  sceptics  like  Voltaire,  Bolingbroke,  Gibbons, 
Hume,  and  the  modern  sceptics  like  Darwin,  Tyndal,  Spen- 
cer, Huxley  and  Ingersoll.  I  fear  I  must  include  with  them 
the  great  New  Englander,  Emmerson.  Thomas  Paine  and 
Jefferson  were  of  the  Revolutionary  times,  the  first  a  very 
unhappy  man,  the  last  cautious  and  sceptical. 

The  sceptical  writers  may  all  mean  well,  and  they  may 
say  that  all  they  desire  is  the  truth  as  to  a  future  life,  but, 
have  they  ever  found  this  truth  ?  The  wdse,  self-sufficient, 
scientific  men  of  the  past  and  present  could  not  and  cannot 
find  out  God  by  reasoning,  and  if  they  could,  of  what  use 
were  Divine  revelation  ? 

God  can  only  be  known  spiritually,  and  that  through 
and  by  humble,  adoring,  praying  minds.  The  proud,  self- 
sufficient,  scientifically  mad  He  despises,  or  rather,  rejects, 
and  confuses  them  in  their  owni  pride. 

I  once  asked  a  judge,  high  on  the  Bench,  what  he  thought 
of  religion  ?     He  said,  "  I  hjive  tried  to  find  out  the  truth 
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in  Hpiritual  tliini;'.s  Imt  cannot."  "  Did  you  cvci',"  I  sjiid, 
"  fall  on  your  k nous  bcioiv  (Jod,  and  in  hunnlity  a.sk  Hin» 
to  .show  you  the  truth  f"  J)id  he  do  this  :*  No:  and  God 
reHistcth  tho  j)i'oud. 

The  rcferenee  to  the  present  position  ol"  reliy;ion  is  all 
well  enou<]fh,  but  the  writer  in  the  Mnil  must  know  that 
whore  God  sees  reli^^ion  declinini;',  He  raises  up  such  ni(Ui 
as  Wesley,  Whitfield,  Moody,  the  Salvation  Army,  and 
other  people,  to  revive  it,  and  it  will  never  perish  unless 
Christ  is  not  what  He  said  He  was,  that  is,  from  uou,  a 
divine  person ! 

Jesus  shiill  reign  where'er  the  sun 

Does  his  successive  journeys  run  ; 

His  kingdom  shall  stretch  from  shore  to  shore, 

Till  moons  shall  wax  and  wane  no  m(»re. 

For  Him  shall  endless  prayer  be  made, 
And  praises  throng  to  crown  His  head  ; 
His  name  like  sweet  perfume  shall  rise 
With  every  nu>rning  sacrifice. 

People  and  realms  of  every  tongue 
Dwell  on  His  love  with  sweetest  song, 
And  infant  voices  shall  proclaim 
Their  early  blessings  on  His  name  ! 

Let  every  creature  rise  and  bring 
Peculiar  blessings  to  our  King  ; 
Angels  descend  with  songs  again, 
And  earth  repeat  the  loud  Amen  I 

— Watts. 


THE    INDIAN    PROBLEM — THE    HISTORY    OF    THE    TOWN     AND 

PENINSULA   OF   NIAGARA. 

There  is  no  other  place  or  locality  in  Ontario  that  has  so 
interesting  an  historical  character  as  the  good  old  town  of 
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Nia^jU'a,  rtH  well  i'or  tlic  Indian  Ir^^cnds,  battles  and  asso- 
ciations as  for  tho  Hullriinns  and  |)i'iiniti\ »'  tronl)lrs  of  tlio 
tirst  white  settlors,  French  and  Kn^lish,  who,  at  diHerent 
times  for  at  loast  throe  centuries,  have  made  it  their  t«'m- 
porary  or  permanent  abode. 

My  famiHes'  ancestors  by  of  my  first  and  second  wi\'es 
were  oriiiinallv  settle<l  there.  Mr.Lardnerliostwick,  of  whom 
I  spoke  in  the  tenth  chapter  of  this  book,  was  married  there, 
had  his  tirst  child  born  there,  and  his  wife  was  born  there. 
Her  parents  came  from  the  United  States  to  reside  there, 
as  also  did  iMr.  Bostwick  between  1780  and  1790.  My  pre- 
sent wife's  parents  were  both  born  there.  My  father  was 
veiy  often  there,  owni^d  the  Bridj^ewater  Flour  Mills  there 
about  the  year  LSIO,  an<l  published  the  paper  called  the 
"  PJoe  "  there  in  1811-12.  It  produced  many  very  eminent 
citizens,  men  and  women ;  was  once  the  seat  of  our  Provin- 
cial Government,  the  birth-place  and  death-place  of  many 
of  the  most  loyal  and  warlike  of  Canadian  loyalists  and 
patriots.  These  loyalists,  from  their  standpoint  in  the 
Kevolutionary  War  of  1775,  were  brave  and  patriotic,  and 
if  the  true  tales  of  their  suflering  families — many  of  whom 
went  to  Niagara,  others  to  the  Bay  of  Quinte,  others  to 
Brockville,  Cornwall,  and  many  to  Nova  Scotia — were 
published  it  would  fill  the  largest  volume.  It  would  b(;  a 
romance  of  great  interest,  of  real  earth  scenes,  not  only  in- 
volvino-  oreat  families  but  the  Indian  races. 

This  revolution  has  resulted  in  good,  and  was,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  justifiable.  It  was  caused  by  the  obstinacy, 
overbearincr  conduct  of  the  Encjlish  aristocracy.  Washinjr 
ton  was,  perhaps,  the  greatest  man  of  modern  times,  anci 
in  every  sense  a  patriot,  although  even  he  was  for  many 
years  opposed  by  the  extreme  restless  Jefferson  demo- 
crats. The  American  nation,  with  all  their  latitudinarian 
notions  of  things,  extreme  democracy  at  times,  is  the  ffreat- 
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eist  the  0,'irtli  lins  ]>ri)(liic('(l.  Of  course  they  derivod  their 
onei't^y  from  the  old  and  i^'lorious  hind  of  England,  ineludin;;" 
Ireland,  and  inchulin^  Holland  and  Scotland. 

But  tlio  L'niteil  States  of  1897  is  not  the  same  country 
that  WaHhinfjton  i;ovei-ned  or  made.  It  is  now  a  moiiirrel 
land  of  .all  nations  under  the  sun — a  land  of  Socialism, 
divorce  and  loose  manners  in  married  life.  Canada's 
Dominion  to  the  north  is  necessary,  not  only  for  its  own 
good  but  for  the  good  even  of  the  United  States.  But 
there  is  a  party  there,  most  of  them  Jingoes,  haters  of  Eng- 
land and  Canada,  that  have  little  morality  and  less  true 
manhood  and  patriotism. 

THE  CELEBHATED  CAPTAIN  JOSEPH  HKANT. 

I  want  to  say  a  few  words  about  him.  He  knew  Nia- 
gara well :  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War :  born  at 
Burlington,  eight  miles  from  Hamilton ;  died  there  in 
1806 ;  his  body  was  carried  to  Brantford,  where  it  was 
buried.  He  had  a  beautiful  daugliter,  educated  in  England, 
who  was  a  very  particular  friend  of  my  sister,  the  late 
Mrs.  Peter  H.  Hamilton,  in  1820.  She  married  William 
Johnson  Kerr,  a  very  brave,  fine  looking  man,  at  Burling- 
ton. I  knew  him  w^ell.  He  was  a  noble  looking  man,  stood 
six  feet  and  a-half  high ;  fought  at  Queenston  and  other 
places.  Captain  John  Brant,  son  of  the  great  Chief  Joseph, 
I  knew  well,  too.  He  was  an  accomplished  gentleman, 
educated  in  England.  He,  too,  fought  at  Queenston.  Mr. 
Kerr  was  violent  in  his  politics  in  his  last  days,  and  acted 
wrong  to  W.  L.  McKenzie ;  yet  was  a  fine  specimen  of  a 
man.  Who  has  not  got  his  faults  ^  I  am  not  sure  of  Brant's 
birthplace. 

The  noble  race  of  Indians  of  America,  many  of  them  I 
like  to  write  about.  Among  these  noble  Indians  w^ere 
Brant,  the  great  chief,  and  Tecumseh.  When  did  this 
great  race,  many  tribes,  come  to  America  ?    Were  they  here 
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when  tlie  iiiaimiioth  lived,  tlx'  hoiien  of  wliich  wm-  lomiil 
in  liurlin^^on'.s  Ilcifjjlits  ?  Some  say  tliey  caiiH'  IVoin  Asia, 
arc  Tartars.  I  tliink  the  IndiaiiH  of  South  and  Noitli 
America,  of  old  Mexico,  were  only  varieties  of  th»'  siuiie 
race.  They  may  have  hoMMi  liere  tliousaiids  of  years.  Some 
have  been  so  bold  as  to  sav  thev  were  created  liere  as  the 
Africans  were  in  Africa.  This  I  never  have  tlioniiht.  Whv 
sliould  our  Maker  create  more  than  one  man  ami  one  wo- 
man :*  All  over  Ontario  evidences  are  seen  of  t!ie  existence 
of  the  race  in  all  parts  of  it.  Lately  I  saw  an  acc<aint  of 
the  traces  of  a  very  ancient  race  in  the  Vancouver  island, 
by  figures  in  the  rocks  found  in  it.  Evidences  also  exist 
of  a  mound-building  race,  perhajis  thousands  or  moi»' 
years  ago. 

OLD   NIA(iARA    AND   THE   GREAT    FALLS 

have  been  the  resort  of  Indians  thousands  of  years  ago.  I 
never  knew  until  lately  that  the  poet  Moore  had  visited 
them.  The  families,  such  as  the  Hamiltons,  Dicksons, 
Clenches,  Clauses,  Halls,  Kichardsons,  Johnsons,  Butlers, 
Crookses,  Addii3ons,  Burnses,  Dunns,  Merritts,  Clarkses,  of 
old,  and  their  descendants  still  Hnc  there,  have  given  great 
f'clnt  to  Niagara. 

My  line  of  reminiscences  of  my  family  come  in  here,  too 
My  father,  it  seems,  represented  iij  the  Upper  Canada 
Legislature  that  part  of  Canada,  in  1814  and  in  1817,  and 
owned  the  great  Bridgewater  Mills  at  Chippewa  before  the 
war  of  1812.  Speaking  of  the  Bridgewater  Mills,  I  find  in 
the  late  valuable  book  issued  by  Mr.  Kirby,  of  Niagara,  as 
to  the  old  Indian  and  IT.  E.  Loyalist  History  of  Niagara,  facts 
which  show  that  one  Daniel  Secord  erected  a  <rrist  and 
saw -mill  at  the  Four-mile  Creek,  west  of  Niajrara,  verv 
early  in  the  century,  perhaps  in  18041.  This  book  I  have 
found  exceedingly  interesting  as  to  the  old  U.  E.  Loyn lists 
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('aptjiin  Bniiit,  tin-  .JolmstoiiH,  llutUu'.s,  unci  n  flozon  old, 
wj'll-known  mikI  hoiiic  extinct  rjiiiiilirs  of  old  Niui^ara  and 
Newark,  most  ol'  wlioni  1  knew  as  a  youth,  and  all  of 
whom  no  douhl  my  latliLr  knew  in  LSlO-12,  were  the 
I'jitliei'H  of  Niagara. 

1  rind  by  Mr.  Kirl»y's  hook  that  there  was  a  year  anionLj 
the  U.  E.  Loyalisis  who  had  coni(>  over  to  Canada  called 

THE    HUNGRY    VEAIl   OF    17«r). 

I  have  often  heard  tlie  late  Widow  JJostwick,  my  mother- 
indaw,  speak  of  this  yeai".  Wcv  mother  and  father  must 
have  told  her.  Her  mothei-  was  name<l  Hill,  her  father 
Bradshaw.  She  told  me  that  the  |)eo})le  used  to  be  so  hun- 
<^ry  that  they  had  to  di^  uj)  roots  in  the  woods  to  allay 
their  hunger.  The  (lovernment  furnished  what  food  they 
could  Sparc  to  the  pe()[)le.  Mr.  Kirby  says  it  was  said  about 
100.000  U.  E.  Loyalists  came  into  the  British  provinces,  and 
10,000  into  Upper  Canada,  about  Niagara,  Norfolk,  Ham- 
ilton, Bay  of  Quinte  and  Brockville,  in  1782  ;  more  after- 
wards in  1700,  and  aftei-  INOO. 

'J'he  whole  pojnilation  of  Upper  Canada  in  1790  was 
probably  not  50,000.  He  says  wild  turkeys  were  seen  in 
great  liocks  in  the  Niagara  District  and  westward,  I  sup- 
po.se  to  Windsor.  He  speaks  of  the  beavers  being  driven 
awa}^  from  the  Niagara  Peninsula,  also  of  an  animal  called 
the  panther,  the  last  of  which  was  killed  early  in  the  cen- 
tury. I  don't  believe  there  was  any  large  animal  called  a 
panther  in  Canada.  It  must  refer  to  the  lynx,  which  is 
yet  very  common.  Panthers  only  inhabit  the  southern 
parts  of  America,  like  Texas  and  Mexico.  Elk  and  cariboo 
were  common  early  in  ISOO ;  wild  fowl  of  all  kinds  very 
plentiful. 

It  is  strange  to  see  how  changed  the  politics  of  people 
have  become.     The  Clement  family,  prior  to  1800,  were 
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btmiij,'  Tory  V.  K.  LoyuliHts.  Now  nil  tin-  family.  an»l  I 
have  known  tlu'iii  years,  arc  .stroii;^  Ket'onnei-s.  and  are  now 
so  in  Hrantfonl.  Tlic  Sccoivls,  Servoses,  Haniiltons,  Diek- 
sons  ami  Clarks  uro  still  Tories.  Mr.  Holx'rt  Hamilton, 
the  father  of  numerous  sons,  was  a  very  active  an«l  reH))ect 
able  man  always  in  tlir  Niagara  IVninsula.  Hr  ha«l  familirs 
hy  two  wives:  the  eldest  was,  I  think,  (Jt'ort^',  of  whom  I 
have  spoken  in  the  early  part  of  this  lMK)k,  when  speaking 
of  Hamilton,  an<l  the  })erson  who  houj^ht  my  father's  pro- 
perty there  in  1814.  Old  Mr.  Kohert  Hamilton  ha«l  sons 
named  Alexan<l«'r,  Hobert,  Jami'S,  Jo.seph,  John  and  Peter. 
The  latter  married  my  sister  in  1S24.  His  country  was 
Scotland,  and  his  children  were  educated  there. 

In  readin«r  tin;  valuable  book  of  Mr.  Kirby  I  was  sur- 
pri.sed  to  see  that  the  celebrated  iMMijannn  Fninklin  took  a 
very  active  part  against  the  Kii;;lish  in  western  New  York 
in  the  war,  and  was  hated  by  the  I'.  E.  LoyaH.sts.  Brant, 
the  ifreat  war  chief,  on  the  contrarv,  was  verv  active,  alonjj; 
with  the  Six-Nations  Indians,  in  routiuir  the  warrinir  so- 
called  rebels  (the  Yankees).  One  of  the  woi*st  thin^jjs  that 
happened  to  the  Americans  was  the  defection  of  (Jeneral 
Benedict  Arnold  from  Washinirton. 

GKE.VT  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  HIM  IN  NOKTH  YORK. 

I  suppose  very  few  of  my  readers  know  that  a  <^reat 
errant  of  land  w^as  made  to  the  heirs  of  this  ircneral  in  the 
north  part  of  the  County  of  York,  in  Geor^ana  and  North 
Gwillimbury,  I  have  had  in  my  hands  .several  suits  about 
this  tract  of  land,  twenty  years  ago,  in  the  courts.  The 
Indians  of  northern  New  York  seem  to  have  generally 
taken  the  English  side,  except  a  portion  of  the  Senecas. 
Helen  Butler,  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Butler,  commander 
of  the  great  regiment  of  the  Rangers,  man-ied  my  old  law 
master,  Mr.  Berrie.     She  was  a  particular  friend  of  my 
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sistrr  lliinirt.  The  woiltl  lias  never  yrt,  Im-i'm  toM  dl*  (lu« 
hoiTorsnl'  tlie  Kt'NoIutioimrv  War.  or  ilir  woiiderrul  .stiiiii;"-!*' 
of  liiitli  parlies.  The  hatred  between  them  is  not  y«'t  ohlit- 
erated,  alth(»u;;li  12.')  years  have  nearly  ;.;«)ne.  Sii*  William 
.h)lins()n  was  tlie  j^i-oatt'st  man  <»n  the  l'',n;;lish  sidf.  Sehyler 
on  the  Ameriean:  lirant  and  another  ehid'  named  Sacoy- 
onwas  on  the  liritish  side.  We  woidd  \\\\\v  liad  in  I.SM7-»S 
Just  sueli  a  wai"  in  tlie  ( 'anjidas  if  it  had  not  lieensosiid- 
deidy  |)Ut  down.  The  peoph'  were  ^nn-atly  divided,  (lod 
avert  civil  warl     May  it  never  occur  M;.;Miii  in  Cnnada! 

i.KJirrs  AND  snAi)i;s  ok  \avv.     cruiois  sci;.\i:s  and 

IXCIDKNTS. 

Do  aufjela  or  spirits  of  another  woi-ld  visit  man,  or  is  it 
I'ancv  :" 

"And  ot"  tlie  ttUf^els  he  saitli,  Wlio  maiveth  In's  angels 
spirits,  and   liis  ministers  a   Ihime  of  lire.' — ilei).  i.,  7. 

"  The  wind  hloweth  wln're  it  hsteth,  and  thou  hearest 
the  sound  tliereot',  hut  canst  not  tell  wlience  it  cometh  and 
whither  it  goeth  :  so  is  every  one  tliat  is  hoi'u  of  the  Spirit." 
John  iii.,  8, 

V'^w,  these  are  strange  doctrines,  yet  we  find  them  in  the 
r  ered  Word  of  (Jod — one  spoken  hy  the  great  St.  Paul, 

iiist  b}'  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Old  and  New  Testaments  are  full  of  visitations  of 
angels  to  men  in  dreams  as  well  as  openly  to  eyesight. 
So  if  w^e  believe  these  books  we  must  believe  the  realities 
of  the  visits  and  that  they  are  true. 

Remember  the  visits  of  angels  to  Abraham,  to  Jacob, 
and  Joseph's  dreams,  and  Sarah's  visits,  Job's  account  of 
angels  and  Satan,  Solomon's  dreani,  (Jod's  appearance  to 
Moses  and  Elijah,  the  Apostle  Peter's  release  from  prison 
St.  Paul's  account  of  an  angel  speaking  about  the  ship- 
wreck. 
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A  riurors  imiksentimknt— auk  puksk\timkn"i's  thi'i:  .' 

'I'liis  ^^'ntlciimii,  Dr.  Hare,  I  oiici'  knew  intimately  in 
ilMiiiilton  ;  luiv(>  ()rt<'n  itad  convfi-sutions  with  him  on  myH- 
(icjil  .niil  ahstrnsc  suhjcctH.  Il(!  was  tlic  ln'othcr  ul'  tlai 
Hex.  I  )r.  Man*,  the  |>rln('i[)nl  ol*  \Vhitl»y  La<li(ss' (V)lh'^C', 
wlioni  I  also  knt'W.  This  is  a  s(rany;t'  incitlmt.  Imt  I  have 
h(!anl  of  jd'csrntimonts  similar  haitpcnini;  to  otlnTs,  u  l\;\v 
ol'  whicih  I  will  mention,  as  well  as  an  actual  ai)pt'aranco  ol' 
a  spirit  at  a  bL'dhi<le. 

DH.    IIAIU:,    LATK   Ol'   OCEFJ'H    AND    HAMIFTON,   CANADA. 

The  Times,  ol'  Manitowoc,  Wi.s.,  n'coi'<ls  the  IV)llowin;; 
stratj<^e  inci<lcnt:  The  Rev.  l)v.  Bray,  Rector  ol'  St.  James' 
Church,  had  a  very  strant^o  thin«^  occur  to  him  on  Monthly 
niiiht,  the  4th  inst.  Ahout  I  in  the  mornini^  he  was  in  a 
semi-conscious  state,  when  he  heard  a  voice  Havin<f,  "  R.  B. 
Hare  is  dead."  On  the  lollowin^^  Wednesday  he  received 
a  letter  I'l'om  (^mada,  a  i)art  of  which  reads  thus:  "  I  sup- 
pose the  sad  nc^ws  of  tlu;  death  of  R.  J>.  Hare  has  not 
reached  you.  He  died  last  week  after  a  brief  illness."  He 
was  Science  Master  at  the  (iuelph  A;^n'icultural  College. 
Dr.  Hare,  in  their  university  days,  was  Mr.  Bray's  intimate 
companion.     18()0-1(S70. 

This  is  something  like  what  occurred  to  tlie  High  Priest 
of  Jerusalem,  Eli,  and  Sanuiel,  the  student,  or  scliolar,  of 
Eli,  as  reconled  in  the  Old  Testament.  Dr.  Hare  was  a 
(lermaii  scholar,  a  man  of  some  note,  and  at  the  time  of 
<leath  at  Guelph,  in  the  Agricultural  College. 

I  once  knew  a  teacher  in  a  select  private  school  in  Tor- 
onto, at  which  one  of  my  daughters  attended  .some  thirty- 
live  years  ago,  who,  wLen  walking  out  one  day,  seemed,  or 
imagined  he  heard,  some  one  whispering  to  him — perhaps 
he   was   told    it,   though — "  Your  mother   in    Scotland  is 
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dead."  He  made  a  note  of  it,  and  tl»e  next  nifiil  from  Scot- 
land told  the  sad  talc  that  his  mother  died  on  tluit  day. 
This  was  a  spirit  whis])er. 

I  once  stood  by  the  bedside  of  a  dying  friend — the  dear- 
est on  earth  :  was  about  to  take  her  in  my  arms,  and  did  do 
so  in  her  last  moments.  Snddenly  there  appeared  above  me  a 
spirit  form,  ...osolutely  perfect  as  to  countenance,  eye,  expres- 
sion of  face,  and  apparent  expression  in  the  shape  of  lire. 
I  was  astonished  at  it,  not  at  the  time  thinking  of  such  a 
thing.  It  was  only  for  a  moment,  and  1  made  a  written 
note  of  it  over  forty  years  ago,  when  I  was  foj'ty-tive  years 
old,  in  full  strength  of  nnnd  and  body.  This  I  told  to  my 
most  intimate  friends  in  the  family.  Well,  some  will  say 
all  those  things  are  imaginary,  temporary  illusions.  Half, 
perhaps  man^Muore,  of  human  creatures  don't  believe  in  the 
strict  innnortality  of  the  soul.  We  have  thousands  in 
Canada,  tens  of  thousands  everywhere,  who  disbelieve. 
Yet  3^ou  all  know  what  Jesus  said  to  the  Hadducees  :  "(Jod 
is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living."  How  can 
God  hold  intercourse  with  a  mere  creature  of  the  dust  ? 
The  body  perishes,  but  not  the  mind.  Would  God  give  a 
conscience,  a  conscience  speaking  of  moral  responsibility, 
to  a  mere  body  of  clay  ^ 

PRESENTIMENTS,   THEN,   DO    COME. 

Lord  Cecil,  as  a  lieutenant  in  a  remment  in  Hamilton 
(Lord  Russell's,  I  think),  heard  a  voice — so  thought,  at  least 
— saying,  "•  Come  out  of  the  wicked  world;  turn  to  CJod." 
He  left  his  regiment  and  the  world,  became  an  eminent 
preacher  for  many  years  among  the  Brethren  until  his 
death  in  Canada — was  drowned  in  the  Bay  of  Quinte  ten 
years  ago.  He  was  a  relative  of  Lord  Salisbury,  who  was 
a  Cecil.  What  made  Lord  Cecil,  a  wild  young  man,  sud- 
denly give  up  society,  worldly  society,  and  devote  himself 
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fo  the  Gospel  ?  Was  it  a  fancy  freak,  or  did  some  angel 
spirit  whisper  to  him  to  do  it  ?  Will  some  one  turn  up  his 
nose,  pout  his  lips,  and  say  all  this  conduct  in  Lord  Cecil 
was  a  mere  fancy,  a  craze,  as  they  do  when  one  speaks  of 
St.  Paul's  conversion  on  his  way  to  ])amascus  i  Yes,  there 
are  too  many  who  snarl,  cavil  at  all  references  to  a  great 
hereafter  or  to  God. 

STRAXCiE    INCIDENTS   WITH   MYSELF. 

I  used,  about  thirty  years  ago,  to  go  often  to  Colling- 
wood,  and  up  to  Meaford,  along  the  north  base  of  the  lUue 
Mountains,  which  run  all  the  way  to  (3wen  Sound,  even  to 
Kincardine. 

I  was  at  court  there  beyond  Thornburj^ :  the  judge  of  the 
county  of  Grey  held  it,  and  I  was  thinking  how  dishonest 
people  ever  seemed  to  be. 

A  Mr.  Rorke  (afterwards  a  member  of  the  Ontario  Legis- 
lature) was  Division  Court  Clerk.  He  had  a  father,  an  aged 
Irish  Quaker,  who  had  a  daughter  who  kept  house  for  him. 
The  aged  father  had  lived  long  in  Ireland,  and  was  perhaps 
eighty  years  old — is,  I  suppose,  now  departed  this  world. 

INVITED  TO   STAY   OVER-NIGHT  WITH   HIM, 

I  accepted  the  offer.  In  th,,  morning  at  breakfast  he  and 
his  daughter  were  the  only  persons  present  besides  me. 
She  opened  the  Bible,  turned  to  some  fine  chapter,  read  it, 
and  we  sat  silently  thinking  of  its  import  and  wisdom. 
No  one  said  anything,  but  all  partook  of  the  breakfast. 

QUAKERISM. 

I  said  within  myself,  "  When  I  go  home  I  will  follow  this 
practice  in  my  family."   My  now  wife  and  I  had  then  a  table- 
full  of  girls  and  boys.     Two  girls  and  a  boy  are  dead,  and 
three  of  the  girls  are  married. 
27 
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For  about  thirty  years  I  have  followed,  and  still  follow, 
this  custom,  I  said  within  myseli',  "Although  the  world 
about  us  seems  wicked,  still,  see  this  aged  man,  his  pious 
daughter,  and  his  sons  away  from  him  are  good,  and  he  and 
his  daughter  lead  the  life  of  angels.  All  we  see  may  look 
bad,  b  t  there  are  many  who  live  around  us  that  are  good, 
true  worshippers  of  God." 

ELIJAH    ON    MOUNT    HOUEB. 

This  scene  reminded  me  of  what  God  said  to  Elijah  in 
the  awl'ul  solemnity  in  the  groat  cave  on  Mount  Horeb, 
perhaps  the  most  solemn  and  grand  place  in  the  world. 
The  woi-ds,  the  place,  the  scene  are  not  sui'passed  in  any- 
thing in  the  Dible  sceiies.  But  I  refer  only,  and  compare 
it  only,  to  God's  words  about  the  mistake  Elijah  made  as 
to  the  state  of  society. 

God  said,  "Yet  I  have  left  me  seven  thousand  in  Israel, 
all  the  knees  that  have  not  bowed  unto  Baal,  and  every 
mouth  that  hath  not  kissed  him."  So,  in  the  darkest  times, 
God  has  some  good  we  know  not  of.  I  will  in  a  future 
chapter  disclose  some  more  strange  things. 


THE   JUDICrARY    OF   CANADA. 

Under  the  old  Family  Compact  the  Judiciary  of  Canada 
w^as  to  a  great  extent  venal  and  partial.  The  Reformers 
had  no  confidence  in  the  bench.  The  court  consisted,  until 
Mr.  Jamieson  came  out,  of  one  court,  the  Queen's  Bench. 
The  District  Courts,  as  they  were  called,  were  presided  over 
by  favored  individuals,  lawyers  who  won  the  ear  of  the 
Compact  at  Toronto,  and  had  jurisdiction  for  many  years 
over  debts  from  eight  dollars  to  two  hundred.  The  courts 
now  called  Division  Courts,  then  called  Courts  of  Conscience 
or  Requests,  only  had  jurisdiction  up  to  eight  dollars  until 
the  Draper  Act  of  1844,  and  were  presided  over  by  commis- 
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sioncrs — j^'enerally  favored  Tory  ma^nsti-ates — in  all  parts  of 
the  province. 

There  is  nothing-  more  important  to  a  country  tlian  an  able, 
independent  and  impartial  Judiciary, wliicli  is  abovetlie  influ- 
ences of  executive  power.  I  am  ahle  to  make,  if  necessary, 
extended  remarks  on  this  subject  For  at  least  seventy  years 
in  the  past  history  of  Upper  Canada,  but  will  content  my- 
self with  a  few  sunnnary  remarks  at  present. 

My  ac(|uaintance  with  law  in  (his  province,  by  study  and 
practice,  it  will  be  seen  has  existed  since  bS29.  As  student 
and  practitiimer  I  was  acquainted  with  lawyers  before  that 
period,  and  with  Judges  who  were  made  such  since  1<S27, 
when  T  saw  them  at  a  great  trial  at  tlie  old  logcovu't-house, 
in  18'27,  on  the  east  side  of  John  Street,  at  Hamilton,  as 
before  described.  Unfortunately,  the  Judges,  before  1842, 
may  be  said  to  have  been  under  the  influence  of  the  then 
existing  executive  power,  and  to  have  been  chosen  under 
strong  Family  Compact  pressure,  from  that  party  of 
oligarchs  entirely.  To  this  there  was  one  striking  excep- 
tion—in the  instance  of  Judge  Willis,  who  was  excessively 
disliked  by  such  men  as  Sir  J.  B.  Robinson  and  the  families 
of  that  party ;  and  upon  their  representations  he  was 
driven  from  Upper  Canada  to  England.  J.  B.  Robinson 
quarrelled  wdth  him  in  court  when  he  was  Attorney- 
General,  It  seems  to  have  been  their  policy  not  only  to 
hold  all  power  over  the  land -granting  department,  and, 
through  the  churches,  over  the  right  to. marry,  and  over  the 
general  distribution  of  all  smaller  offices  throughout  the 
country,  but  especially  to  control  the  judicial  bench,  thus 
securing  the  power  to  punish  for  libel,  to  decide  on  rights 
of  property — as  was  done  with  poor  Francis  Collins  by 
Robinson,  to  promote  law  preferences,  to  patronize  lawyers 
at  the  bar,  and  to  control  the  benchers  who  admitted 
students.     All  these   things  gave  them  a   most  improper 
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powei'.  'J'liis  is  a  witlo  subject,  (.Mnl)racin^  a  period  ol'  (It'ty 
years,  from  17!>2  to  1812,  and  I  only  ])ro[)ose  to  allude  to 
pai't  of  the  liistory,  to  wliicli  I  n»ay  add  in  anotlier  volume. 
The  High  ( *oui'ts  liave  always  liad  in  ITppei*  Canada  an 
Attorney  and  Solieitor-(  lenenil.  Sir  John  11  Rolnnson 
acted  in  place  ol"  the  unfortunate  Colonel  McJ)()iniell,  the 
aide-de-camp  of  (leneral  Brock,  mu\  who  was,  with  him, 
mortally  wounded  at  (^Jueenston  in  1SJ2. 

A    MVSTEUV    NEVER   EXPLAINED— LITTLE    KNOWN  OF  IT. 

Mr.  Robinson  acted  in  the  prosecution  of  certain  Ameri- 
cans, and  perhaps  also  Canadians,  who  were  charged  with 
treason  at  Ancaster  during  the  war ;  but  he  was  superseded 
afterwards  by  othei's  until  lM27-iS,  when  he  again  became 
Attorney-General,  until  he  was  made  a  judge  in  I(Sin-2. 
There  is  a  m3-stery  about  that  Ancaster  prosecution  for 
treason,  in  which  I  believe  certain  persons  were  hanged, 
which  I  have  never  heard  explained.  These  officers.  Attor- 
ney and  Solicitor-General,  assumed  great  powers  and  })rivi- 
leges  under  the  old  Compact  rule.  J.  B.  Robinson  quarrelled 
bitterl}'^  with  Judge  Willis,  and  was  reprimanded  by  him, 
and  he  used  his  alwaj^s  great  influence  to  have  him  recalled 
to  England.  He  was  also  at  the  bottom  of  the  prosecution 
of  Francis  Collins,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  a 
back  chapter.  We  know  from  history  the  bitter  political 
conduct  of  John  Henry  Boulton,  and  especially  of  Mr. 
Hagerman,  towards  Lount  and  Matthews.  Simon  Wash- 
burn had  a  great  dispute,  almost  an  open  fight,  with  Judge 
J.  H.  Boulton  (as  alluded  to  elsewhere)  at  Port  Hope,  about 
a  vessel  seized  there  belonging  to  Mr.  Mcintosh.  I  speak 
of  this  in  another  place.  When  I  returned  to  this  province 
in  1844,  after  my  disgraceful  usage  by  the  then  Compact, 
"  under  the  great  seal  of  the  province,"  which  Mr.  Black- 
stone,  the  great   English   lawyer,   says   covers   any   past 
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ortoiices  (always  so  held  in  England),  I  should  have  been 
looked  upon  (if  I  had  committed  any  offence)  as  reinstated 
ill  all  my  rights  and  honors;  but,  as  I  have  said  was  in- 
nocent, it  was  th(^  duty  of  the  judges  then  on  the  bench  to 
have  used  me  with  courtesy.  Macaulay  and  McLean  <lid 
do  so,  but  Hagerman,  Draper  and  Robinson  did  not. 

OUR   MODERN   JUDGES. 

These  judges  I  knew  from  having  practised  in  the  same 
courts,  but  some  are  even  too  modern  for  me.  I  never 
practised  witli  Tmlges  Ferguson,  Street  or  IVIcMahon. 
Judge  Osier  used  to  practise  with  me,  and  was  a  chamber 
lawye.'.  He  did  not  go  into  the  Assize  court  nmch,  if  at 
all.  Falcon l)ridge  practised  very  little  when  I  was  in  the 
Assize  court.  Robertson  was  from  Hamilton,  Street  from 
London,  and  Burton  from  Hamilton. 

Judges  (jialt  and  Haggarty  practised  at  the  same  Assizes 
that  I  did.  The  latter  jndge  was  always  precise  in  his 
views  and  addresses  to  jurors.  His  cases  were  got  up  by 
clerks  more  than  mine  were,  and  his  briefs  made  up  by 
clerks.  He  once  asked  me  (I  daresay  he  will  recollect 
it),  "  Mr.  Durand,  how  is  it  that  you  succeed  so  well  with 
your  jury  cases  ?  You  seem  lucky."  Well,  I  told  him,  "  I 
always  examine  the  witnesses  in  my  office — don't  trust 
them  to  clerks.  When  you  see  the  witnesses  person- 
ally, their  characters  and  appearances,  you  can  tell  better 
what  your  verdict  will  be.  A  lawyer  who  has  a  batch  of 
reliable  witnesses  behind  him  can  thunder  away  with  his 
elo(juence." 

Judge  Gait  was  a  very  pleasant  lawyer  and  a  courteous 
judge,  but  some  thought  him  too  curt  with  them.  Hag- 
garty was  short  with  his  observations,  but  generally  very 
correct.  I  never  practised  before  Judge  Armour;  he  was 
new  on  the  bench  when  I  left  off  practice.     So  were  Mc- 
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Malum,  Falconbridi^e,  Osier  and   McTicllaii.     Tho  latter  I 
had  some  contests  with. 

Well,  as  for  JudL,^>  Hose  I  knew  him  at  the  har,  and  he 
and  I  could  never  a<j;ree  and  never  sjioke  to  each  other  out 
ol'  court.  I  always  thought  ho  lacked  a  knowledge  of 
men. 

My  dear  friend  Chief  Justice  Cameron  I  was  always 
friendly  with,  for  his  strict  honesty  and  openness  of  char- 
acter, 

Judii'e  Richards  was  a  cold  indue  but  a  ijfood  law\'er. 

Some  say  ou'  .noderii  judges  (1  speak  of  say  .30  or  40 
years)  are  not  comparable  with  such  men  as  Draper,  liob- 
inson,  Sullivan,  and  Magerman.  This  is  all  nonsense. 
They  are  superior  in  what  lawyers  generally  like,  courtesy, 
the  milk  of  human  kindness,  and,  shall  1  say,  hrotliedi- 
ness. 

They  are  not  so  self-important ;  probably  quite  as  good 
lawyers,  but  not  so  eloquent.  J  never  saAV  much  of  Judges 
Ferguson  or  Robertson  in  the  courts.  Chief  Justice  IMere- 
dith  I  never  saw  in  court.  Judge  Patterson,  deceased,  was 
a  ready,  pleasant  lawyer  and  judge.  Harrison,  Chief  Jus- 
tice, was  hasty  and  over-bearing,  not  to  me,  but  in  some 
cases.  He  rose  like  a  flash  and  did  not  live  long.  Rut 
one  thing  ma}^  be  said  of  our  judges  in  the  High  L'oiu'ts 
and  that  is  they  cannot  be  charged  as  prejudiced. 

Judge  Patterson  (lately  deceased)  was  a  very  pleasant, 
indeed,  amiable  man ;  a  ready,  good  lawyer.  Chief  Jus- 
tice Harrison  I  always  thought  hast}^  and  a  little  over- 
bearing, got  up  the  steps  too  soon.  He  died  very  young,  went 
up  like  a  rocket  to  preferment  owing  to  the  favor  of  the 
Premier,  Macdonald.  One  of  the  most  s^^^raiglitforward, 
firm  and  etiuitable  judges  was  Chief  Justice  M.  C.  Cam- 
eron whom  I  knew  in  Hamilton  when  he  was  a  boy.  I 
often  saw  liim  in  courts,  where  his  eloquence  generally  sue- 
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ceorlod  in  carryin<j^  successfully  liis  cases.  ITow  soon  lie 
was  carried  oil"!  He  and  1  t're(iueiitly  were  opposed  to 
each  other,  but  in  a  fi'iendly  way.  To  nie  lie  was  always 
most  kind  and  friendly.  His  partner  in  the  law  practice, 
Daniel  McMichacl,  was  a  very  able  lawyer,  and  thou;;h  not 
so  old  as  I  was,  seemed  to  pass  off  and  <:jet  old  very  (piick. 
He  was  a  ^ood,  special  pleader  and  he  and  I  used  to  have 
some  combats  about  that  part  of  the  practice.  We  had  a 
great  contest  over  the  plea  De  injuria. 

Tlie  days  of  special  pleading  have  long  gone  by,  now 
we  have  slovenly  pleading,  a  mere  statement  of  the  case, 
which  is  perhaps  just  as  well. 

Hein-y  Eccles,  the  special  pleader,  the  great  examiner  of 
witnesses  (better  than  any  one  I  ever  saw  at  the  Bar  in 
Toronto),  has  passed  away.  Young,  too,  in  comparison  with 
many  others.  He  was  powerful  in  his  examinations,  pow- 
erful in  speech,  dignified  and  commanding  in  deportment. 

Chancellor  Moss,  who  died  so  young,  was  a  wonderfully 
smooth  man  in  liis  way  of  conducting  a  case. 

Judge  Haggarty,  now  retired,  was  remarkable  for  his 
quickness  in  seizing  the  salient  points  of  a  case,  as  he  was 
also  for  a  desire  to  see  justice  done. 

Well,  our  old  judges,  I  mean  of  the  compact  time,  are  all 
gone.  Those  of  the  days  of  myself  are  tottering  to  that 
"  bourne  whence  no  traveller  returns,"  but  they  have,  to  my 
observation,  generally  tried  to  uphold  the  impartiality  of 
our  Bench.  May  it  ever  be  done,  and  may  the  blind  angel 
that  holds  the  Scale  of  Justice  over  their  heads  ever  do 
justice  with  an  even  balance.,  favoring  neither  man  nor 
woman.  Simply  for  riches  or  poverty,  justice  against  a 
woman  ought  to  be  dealt  out  as  severely  as  to  a  man.  We 
have  not  always  seen  it  done. 

Now  this  article  is  ended,  except  that  I  will  observe  : 
a  judge  who  ascends  the  sacred  Bench  has  no  right  to  de- 
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Bceiid  again  and  mix  himself  up  in  politics.  It  is  a  shame 
to  do  HO,  as  several  of  our  judges  have  done,  but  much 
more  among  Quebec  Judges. 

Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  may  have  appointed  many  good 
judges,  but  he  was  not  suflBciently  careful  in  such  appoint- 
ments, especially  in  Quebec.     I  say  it  deliberately. 
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CHAl^TRll   XVI. 

My  jnnrpoy  from  ('hii'ai,'»»  tn  Toroiifn  ii\  .Iiim>,  IHN     H<»\v   I  fouiitl 
piirtii'H  ill  Toronto— How  . I iid^'e  |{ol)iiiHon  ami  Hn^crmiin  lu'liiivud 

—  My  ((llice  lU'ur  ('HprtMtl'.s  Huction  room  — Hlako  s  oflici.'  opposite — 
My  rtjsiduncD  at  firNt  —  Muyinj^  h  lot  «>ii  Yoiigy  Street  — lluilt  a  cot- 
tage there    Capt.  Mlmsleyand  liin  wife    (iiftsof  land  to  the  p*-iest8 

—  The  papers  ill  Toronto  — The  S[)arrow  miiflance  — Union  oi  the 
Canadfts— First  of  the  Hrown  family— (Jeo.  Brown's  nmliition — 
The  Krathhur  newspaper  -Noblo.Ias.  Lealie — McKen/io  party  — 
KranciM  Hincks—Klection  contest  of  Dunn  and  lUichaiiiUi  against 
Monroe ftiul  .larvis— C<tmi)act  killed  -Lafontaiiie  elected— Kyerson 
supported  Draper — Visit  to  Hamilton  — Saw  McNabb  — My  first 
paper — Poetry  on  the  Robin  and  spring  birds  -  Slavery  in  Canada. 

Our  beautiful  journey  down  the  lakes  in  lovely  June, 
1844,  soon  ended  with  the  sifjht  of  old  Toronto,  abused 
Toronto,  and  our  native  land  once  more  greeted  our  eyes. 
It  was  a  different  countiy  from  what  we  had  left ;  liberty 
rei<^ned,  the  British  Constitution  existed,  the  Family  (.'ora- 
pact  trembled,  judges  began  to  sec  the  errors  of  their  old 
ways,  the  Legislative  Council  lost  the  presence  of  old  Dr. 
Strachan,  J.  B.  Robinson  could  not  Tnake  the  laws  he  car- 
ried out  in  his  courts,  old  Hagerman  could  scowl  over  his 
eyebrows,  but  he  could  not  expel  the  elected  members  of 
the  Commons,  nor  prevent  me  and  other  iiniocent  men 
from  walking  in  liberty.  I  saw  him  very  seldom,  never 
spoke  to  him  unless  in  court  as  a  matter  of  business,  and 
had  the  right  inwardly  to  think  of  him  as  a  type  of  ^'ero. 
He  walked  the  streets  and  was  by  some  means  appointed 
a  judge.  How,  or  by  whose  influence,  I  know  not,  unless 
by  the  silly  aristocrats  of  England's  Colonial  OHice,  who 
seem  to  tliixik  it  proper  to  make  judges  and  governors  of 
the  worst  men  in  the  colonies. 
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I  took  an  ofliee  next  door  to  tlio  auction  rooms  of  Mr. 
Caprool,  the  celebrated  advocate  of  the  Northern  Railroad. 
This  auction  room  was  where  the  restaurant  rooms  of  Mr. 
Webb  arc.  I  was  soon  engaged  in  an  important  lawsuit, 
which  I  won.  We  boarded  a  short  time  with  Mrs.  Widow 
Bostwick,  then  took  a  house  opposite  IMr.  Webb's  father, 
who  carried  on  a  bakery.  We  then  lived,  in  1845,  on 
Charles  Street,  and  until  the  spring  of  LS4S.  I  built  a 
beautiful  cottage  among  the  old  pine,  beech  and  butternut 
trees,  and  boui-ht  half  an  acre  of  land  on  Vono-e  Sti'eet,  near 
St.  Joseph  Street,  and  spent  eigb.t  years  there  with  my  loved 
wife  Sarah,  and,  after  her  death,  thirty-tlvc  years  in  the 
same  lovely  spot,  until  I  movcMl  to  where  I  now  live  on 
Huron  Street  in  1885. 

This  cottage  stood  amid  the  ancient  trees  of  old  Toronto, 
some  two  hundred  years  old,  and  some  older  were  cut 
down.  Many  a  wild  Indian  camp  stood  there,  and  the 
wild  animals  rested  under  them.  Amono-  them  was  an  an- 
cient  butternut  and  as  old  a  beech  full  of  nuts.  It  \\as  a 
shady  cottage,  where  the  birds  used  to  sing  constantly  in 
spring  and  sununer,  the  ground  being  sandy  and  very 
fertile.  Land  then  was  very  cheap.  I  only  gave  S400  for 
half  an  acre,  freehold. 

This  beautiful  property  was  bought  by  me  from  Captain 
Elmsley,  who  had  owned,  since  a  very  early  date,  a  large 
quantity  of  land,  from  the  present  site  of  the  Yonge  Street 
Avenue  to  Bloor  Street  up  to  tlic  Queen's  Park,  a  great 
tract  of  land,  over  a  hundred  acres.  He  always  told  me 
lie  was  very  fond  of  trees,  did  not  like  to  see  me  cut 
down  the  old  forest  trees,  but  I  think  now  it  was  not 
healthy  although  very  beautiful  to  have  so  many  trees 
around  my  cottage.     They  attract  too  much  dampness. 

I  tilled  my  lot  with  abundant  choice  apple  trees,  grapes, 
peach,  plum,  cherry^  pear  and  other  trees,  also  with  currant 
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bushes,  and  liad  perhaps  $')00  wor^li  of  sucli  trees.  Not 
long-  after  1  moved  in  J  IhkI  over  a  harrel  of  peaches  ;  the 
soil  was  adapted   For  fruit 

In  the  liot  suiuuier  da^'s  I  could  sit  on  my  larfije  veran- 
dah and  hear  the  cuckoo,  tlie  Baltimore  oriole,  the  blue- 
bird, the  yellow  warbler,  the  ^'arden  sparrow,  the  robin  and 
other  birds  sin<;-in^  in  the  spring  and  sunnner.  We  liad 
not,  in  earl}^  times,  the  nuisance  of  the  English  imported 
s])arrow,  wliich  drove  away  all  smaller  birds.  Tliey  came 
here  about  LS.nS.  What  a  nuisance  they  are  !  They  have 
no  song,  are  dii'ty,  and  very  voracious.  Now  exist  fi'om 
Canada  to  Texas  and  Mexico,  all  over  the  south  and  north. 

Captain  Elmsley  liad  a  Tlcjman  Catholic  wife  (she  was  a 
Sherwood)  who  got  him  to  give  vast  quantities  of  his  beau- 
tiful land  to  the  Jloman  Catholic  Church,  perhaps  3')  acres, 
now  forming  the  sites  of  the  college,  and  great  nunnery 
and  young  ladies'  schoul,  worth  perhaps  SoOOO'O,  for  which 
the  owners  pay  no  taxes,  although  receiving  the  1  enetits 
of  all  city  taxes,  light,  water  and  sidewalks.  When  I  re- 
turned, all  the  western  parts  of  tlie  city,  Spadina  Avenue, 
lands  west  of  the  park,  Col.  Allan's  great  estate,  lands  ^\'here 
the  Model  and  High  Schools  are  situated,  were  cultisated 
land,  some  of  it  with  trees  and  small  pines  on  it,  or  with 
original  trees.  The  Pottersfield  cemetery  was  used  York- 
\  ille  was  unsettled  in  many  places,  full  of  brickyards. 

The  Baldwin  Government,  that  had  given  me  leave  to 
return,  was  in  force  ;  Lord  Medcalf,  from  India,  the  Gov- 
ernor-General; a  union  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  ef- 
fected.    The  seat  of  Government  was  at  Kingston. 

The  ^  own  family  hail  come  to  Toronto.  Old  Mr.  Peter 
Brown  had  issued  a  paper  called  the  Banner,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  combat  Roman  Catholicism,  and  slavery  in 
the  United  States  G30L*g<>  Brow^n  was  just  starting,  per- 
haps had  started,  the  G'ohe,  which  paper  opposed  the  old 
Reformers,  and  McKenzie's  return. 
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Tlie  Exa-niiner  i)ewsp;i[)L'r,  owned  by  James  Leslie,  was 
in  existence. 

Hie  Examiner  was  a  thoroughly  honest,  trustM'ortiiy 
paper,  owned  and  published  by  one  of  the  most  reliable 
men  in  the  Province,  Mr.  James  Leslie,  whom  I  knew  from 
182»,  I  think,  until  his  death.  It  represented  the  old  ele- 
ments, the  old  party  wlio  had  risen  against  the  Family 
Compact  and  had  been  fighting  for  proper  reforms  for  many 
years  before  the  rising.  I  occasionally  wrote  in  its  columns 
prior  to  1 850,  also  in  the  Globe,  but  the  Globe  was  in  many 
respects  an  interloper.  The  Browns,  when  they  left  Scot- 
land, perhaps  about  1835,  had  gone  to  New  York  city,  and 
established  for  several  years  and  published  a  paper  called. 
I  believe,  the  Chronicle.  The  old  gentleman  probably 
wrote  in  its  columns,  but  also  occasionally  the  sons,  or 
George  and  even  Gordon,  both  of  whom  were  clever  writers, 
I  have  heard  it  said  that  Gordon,  when  very  young,  a  mere 
boy,  wrote  well. 

George  came  to  Canada  as  a  sort  of  semi-Tory — perhaps 
I  should  say  high-toned  Whig — from  Scotland.  Their  paper 
had  opposed  the  rising  in  Canada  in  1837,  and  when  they 
came  here  did  the  same.  It  may  have  been  i'rom  not  un- 
derstanding the  true  position  of  the  Reformers. 

Old  Mr.  Peter  Brown,  in  184S-9,  strongly  opposed  W.  L. 

McKenzie's  coming  back  to  Canada,  and  in  1850,  when  J. 

B.  Robinson,  in  the  suit  of  Mercer  vs.  Marshall  (of  which  I 
spoke  in  my  trial  case)  the  Globe  refused  to  insert  letters 

in  my  vindication,  which  letters  the  Mirror,  an  able  Re- 
form and  Catholic  paper,  inserted  for  me — the  editor  was 
Mr.  Donlevy.  The  old  Reform  party  —  the  McKenzie 
party — looked  with  suspicion  on  Mr.  George  Brown  and 
his  father  then. 

Well,  how  did  T  find  parties  ?  Francis  Hincks  was  with 
the  old  party,  and  edited  the  Examiner  for  a  time.     He 
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afterwards  had  a  paper  of  his  own  in  ^Montreal,  tlic  niof. 
I  am  not  very  intimate  witli  tlie  political  doings  in  U)^[)er 
or  Lower  Canada  dnrint;  the  episode  of  time  from  188!)  to 
1S44< — five  years — althou^jh  my  friends  liere  kept  me 
posted  a  good  deal.  The  party  of  Reform,  however,  gath- 
ered great  strength  from  tlie  nnion  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  but  the  Tories,  tail  and  rump  of  the  old  faction, 
died  hard — were  l^itter  as  wormwood  and  gall.  As  I  liave 
said,  the}^  broke  up  in  LS40-L  a  lawful  meeting  of  farm- 
ers up  Yonge  Street  nearly  killed  one  man,  and  Hincks 
and  Price  had  to  run  for  their  lives.  W.  B.  Jarvis  acted 
as  the  chief  in  this  shameful  affair  although  Sherifi'l  The 
election  of  Dunn  and  Buchanan  in  Toronto  in  ItSll  was  a 
terrible  scene. 

John  Henry  Dunn  was  one  of  the  most  respectable  men 
in  the  province,  and  Lsaac  Buchanan  was  the  leading  whole- 
sale merchant  in  Canada  West.  They,  in  the  Baldwin- 
Lafontaine  interest  in  that  year,  ran  in  Toronto,  and  were 
opposed  by,  I  think,  Jarvis,  above  named,  and  Mr.  Monroe, 
a  merchant.  The  fight  was  the  political  fight  of  this  era 
of  struggles.  Like  the  battle  of  Montgomery  Hill,  every 
old  officer,  old  Family  Compact  man,  their  sons  and  expec- 
tants, turned  out  to  put  the  d rebels,  as  they  called 

them,  down.  The  city  w^as  canvassed  everywhere.  Votes 
were  bought,  in  a  procession  one  man  was  shot,  and  the  city 
was  in  as  much  uproar  as  when  the  Tories  and  theii'  sons 
tried  to  kill  and  murder  the  farmers  on  Montgomery  Hill. 
But  the  Government  at  Kingston  supported  the  noble  can- 
didates Dunn  and  Buchanan,  and  they  won  only  by  the 
skin  of  their  teeth.  I  was  in  Chicago,  and  heard  an  account 
of  it.  The  Tories  were  greatly  crest-fallen.  It  was  truly  an 
election  to  uphold  the  British  responsible  form  of  govern- 
ment. The  Roman  Catholics  supported  Dunn,  and  among 
them,  very  warmly,  Peter  and  Terence  O'Neil.     Do  you  re- 
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mombt'i'  tliL'iii  /  Tlie  Oranu^einoii  supported  the  Tories,  for 
tlioy  were  under  llu!  iiitlueuce  of  the  <i;Teat  and  well-known 
Oo'lo  U.  Oowan,  who  caused  sucli  trouble  at  Jirockville  an<l 
Leeds.  The  Orangemen  are  now.  as  a  ruk^  all  ri^dit.  These 
were  le<l  astray  hy  this  man  Oowan,  who  was  alwa3^s  a 
time-server,  lie  once  told  me  twenty-tive  years  a^j^o  or 
more  that  he  would  support  any  one  to  get  oHice — Catholic 
or  Protestant.    He  was  a  very  bitter  partisan  all  his  life. 

Lafontaine,  in  those  days,  was  elected  to  the  House  of 
Connuoiis  by  the  (^reat  radical  and  Protestant  ridin^-  of 
North  York,  althou^^h  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic  and  from 
Montreal.  He  was  a  tine-looking,  tall  man,  once  the  lead- 
ino-  supporter  of  Papineau,as  was  Cartier  in  Lower  Canada. 

Now  we  enter  upon  another  episode,  just  as  I  came  to 
Canada.  Baldwin  was  always  honest  in  his  a.lvocacy  of 
Responsible  Government,  although  a  little  Conservative. 
In  or  about  1844-.'  Lord  iMedcalf,  a  military  man,  like  most 
of  these  English  Covei'nment  Governors,  did  not  like  too 
much  dictation  from  Mr.  Baldwin,  as  to  ofhce  patronage. 
There  was  a  (piarrel  over  it,  and,  I  believe,  William  Henry 
])raper  was  chosen  as  Premier.  The  House  dissolved,  and 
a  new  election  called.  Draper,  I  believe,  got  a  narrow  ma- 
jority, and  tried  to  carry  on  the  Government  on  the  old 
principle  of  1836-7.  I  don't  know  wdio  his  colleagues  were, 
but  they  were  Tories.    I  may  again  refer  to  their  names. 

WHO    ^ITiPOiiTLD   THK    DHAPKR  DOCTRINE,  J)0  YOU  SUPPOSE? 

Why,  the  Methodist  preacher  wdio  was  the  cause  of  de- 
feating the  Reformers  in  183G-7.  Egerton  Ryerson  came 
to  Draper's  assistance,  R.  B.  Sullivan  opposed  his  argu- 
ments under  the  novi  de  plume  of  "  Longinus,"  I  think. 
But  here  was  the  Methodist  preacher  on  the  Avrong  side 
again.  Draper  was  defeated  b}^  Baldwin  again,  some  four 
or  five  years  after,  of  which  I  will  speak. 
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There  were  in  Toronto,  on  tlie  Tory  side,  in  1844,  the 
P^'//io^,  owned  by  Mr.  Dalton ;  the  Colonist,  owned  by  a 
ill'.  Scobie  ;  t\w  P(dladii(7)i,hy})i'.  Fother<;ill ;  the  Courier, 
by  Gnrnett,  I  think  (possiljly  the  two  hist  were  not  in 
existence,  but  had  been  some  time  before);  the  Christian 
Guardian,  and  the  Government  GV6^(;^^e,  by  Stanton ;  and 
by  tlie  Reformers,  the  Examiner,  Globe,  Banner,  and  pos- 
sibly tlie  i'/ii  idian  Advocate. 

]\IcKenzie  was  not  in  the  country  then.  Tlie  judges  in 
the  High  Court  were  Robinson,  j\L'icaulay,  Jones,  bherwood, 
McLean  ;  and  in  the  County  Court  R.  l'^.  Burns.  8.  B.  Har- 
rison succeeded  him  in  184tS.  It  was  said  the  latter  oot 
his  ofHce  by  supporting  Draper  in  preference  to  Baldwin. 
Jamieson  w^as  acting  as  Chancellor. 

Wm.  Hume  Blake's  office  was  opposite  mine,  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

The  leading  lawyers  were :  Sherwood,  Sprague,  tlie 
Duggans,  Sullivan,  Hagerman,  Bakhvin,  Small,  Bell,  ])ra- 
per.  King,  and  some  smaller  ones. 

MY    START   AS   A    LAWYER 

was  at  first  slow^  There  was  a  prejudice  against  me,  but 
I  gradually  w^ent  Uf)  the  ladder — went  a  good  deal  into 
the  country. 

HAMILTON   VISIT FD. 

I  visited  this  tow^n  very  soon,  and  my  father  and 
mother's  graves  at  Ancaster — not  seen  for  six  years.  I 
met  many  of  the  old  bigoted  Tories:  turned  my  back 
on  them,  especially  Allan  N.  McNabb,  wdio  had  the  impu- 
dence to  speak  to  me. 
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UK   WAS  THK  OFFICKR  IN   COMMAND  OF  THE  TROOPS  IN  18-^7. 

Tliey  certainly  could  not  luive  taken  possesHion  of  my 
lioiiHo  and  my  wife's  cariia*;'e  without  his  consent. 

I  will  proceed  now  to  1S4S-54,  and  state  what  was  go- 
hvj;  on  at  that  time — JMcKenzie's  return,  my  paper,  the 
Sun  of  Tempe I ancc ,  iiTn\  other  things.  I  was  not  idle  in 
acts,  I  trust,  for  the  general  ,i;ood,  and  for  four  years 
aided  with  my  pen  in  the  great  Sons  of  Temperance 
movement  of  the  period  from  ]8.')0  to  18{)0,  and  longer 
by  moral  acts. 
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THE   DEAR,  SPRING   RORIN — THE  BLUE  BIHD — THE   PH(EBE — 

THE   BARN    SWALLOW. 

I  cut  tliese  sweet  lines  out  of  a  little  Gazette  (not  orig- 
inal) published  by  Mrs.  Harvey.  The  dear  first  robin  I 
Hear  it  whistling  from  the  tree,  although  the  March 
winds  still  blow  coldly.  I  have  from  my  earliest  years 
delightful  recollections  of  the  robins  whistling  from  the 
trees  in  early  spring,  picking  up  the  first  peeping  worms 
or  flies  around,  walking  over  the  green  grass  and  ming- 
ling from  the  trees  with  other  little  birds,  like  the  blue 
bird,  the  plicebe  anil  the  garden  sparrow. 

THE  FIRST  ROBIN. 

Sweet  harbinger  of  golden  days, 

My  heart  leapt  up  wi'h  glad  surprise, 
When,  floating  down  the  garden  ways, 

I  heard  thy  plaintive  warbling  rise, 

Key-note  of  summer's  melodies. 

No  hint  of  spring  was  in  the  air ; 

Stern  winter  held  unchallenged  sway. 

On  ice-bound  s'ream  and  forest  bare  ; 
Snow-mantled  all  the  landscape  lay. 
And  cloud  flecked  skies  were  cold  and  grey. 


OF   TORONTO,    KAlUnsTKH. 


441 


,  the 
Ic  iu 
yeai'H 
ranee 
on^'er 


EBE — 


t  orig- 
robin '. 
March 

years 
,nn  the 
worms 

rning- 
Ihe  bUie 


But  thy  sweot  sung  the  world  nuule  iiew  ; 
T  lived  in  dre.ainy  Rinnmer  hours  ; 

Soft  gales,  with  fnigrauco  Indou,  blow 
O'er  meadows  galraiidod  with  Mowers, 
And  bird  wings  glanced  through  leafy  bowers. 

The  bird  has  from  the  garden  Hown  ; 

liut  still  within  mv  heart  she  sinys. 
No  joy  is  lost  when  truly  known, 

Life's  treasures  are  rememberings, 


And  shadows  are  the  soul  of  thiui's. 


-  Selected. 


The  above  beautiful,  refreshing  stanzas,  liow  they  re- 
mind us  of  scenes  so  often  enjoyed  and  .seen  in  our  child- 
hood's da^'s,  as  well,  indeed,  of  our  enjoyments  in  old 
age.  My  delight  in  youth  was  to  mingle  in  nature's  quiet 
places,  to  hear  the  birds  sing,  to  hear  even,  as  I  often 
have  the  little  frogs — which  have  just  emerged  from 
their  long  winter's  sleep  —  make  a  jovful  whistling  to- 
wards the  great  sun  along  with  the  birds  at  morn  and  at 
night. 

The  red-breasted  robin,  near  our  gardens,  in  our  or- 
chards, in  every  sheltered  nook,  chirps  its  mellow  notes 
at  early  morn  and  late  at  night.  It  is  very  likely,  if  there 
is  a  prospect  of  rain,  two  or  three  of  the  male  birds  will 
run  over  our  lawns,  or  sit  to  cheer  the  females  on  their 
early  nests. 

The  phoebe,  on  the  eaves  of  our  houses,  or  the  barns 
near  the  house,  will  sit  nodding  its  little  head  and  mov- 
ing its  long  tail,  and  turning  its  eyes  to  the  sun  will  sing 
''Fhaebe!  Phoebe!"  as  much  as  to  say,  " Glorious  sun,  wel- 
come is  your  sunshine  ! ,' 

Ah  !    there  is  the  sweet  little  blue  bird,  with  a  breast 

as  red  as  the  robin's,  but  a  back  and  wings  blue,  like  the 

deep  cerulean  sky.     See !   it  starts,    flaps  its  wings,  and, 

soaring  away  in  the  air,  whistles  prettier  than  any  school- 
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l)oy.  Away  it  jjfocs  t*)  tho  iKM^lihoriiiL^  applc-tivc  jni<] 
wliistlcH,  ,'is  niucli  as  to  say,  "  Heautirul  Ajn'il  !  hcautihil 
April  :" 

Then  I  SCI'  tlie  H\virt-\viM;;v(l,  sliort-taiKvl  swallow,  with 
its  mate,  ^atlicrin^j^  straw  and  iiuid  to  build  its  nest  under 
the  eaves  of  tlu>  barn,  in  the  inside;,  perhaps.  Swiftly  it 
darts,  with  its  shininiL^  ct)at  of  ^loJ^sy  black  and  ochre- 
colored  breast,  hither  and  thither,  all  day,  catchini^  all 
passing"  Hies.  And  in  the  <^arden,  near  me,  1  hear  the 
little  mottled-^^'ay  sparrow  sinking,  "  Sissybee,  sissybee, 
sibo-see  ! " 

The  blue  bird  and  its  sweet  whistle  I  always  loved,  and 
have  made  verses  of  old  and  published  them.  It  lloats  in 
the  air  above  us  whilst  singino-,  or,  rather,  warblin<j;-,  and 
floats  awav  in  the  fields  or  eardens.  It  comes  even  when 
snow  is  on  the  j^round.  This  year,  just  watch  and  you 
wnll  see  it  here  in  March  late  and  early  April.  Although 
nearly  ei^'hty-six,  I  can  make  poetry,  and  some  of  it  is 
in  this  book;  but  I  have  enough  to  till  a  good-sized  vol- 
ume, which,  possibly,  I  may  publish  in  lcS!)9  or  1900,  if  I 
live  so  long  by  God's  will.  Now,  on  this  20th  d*iy  of 
March,  good  or  bad,  I  indited  these  verses  in  Toronto : 

LINES  ON  THE  BLUE  BIRD. 

Again  hasf  thou  come,  sweet  litt  e  bird, 
To  greet  with  thy  whistle,  warbling  and  song  ; 

A  welcome  to  thee,  tho'  oft  have  I  heaid 

Thy  sweet  little  notes  when  spring  comes  along. 

When  spring  comes  along  and  flowr'ets  return, 

Its  perfumes  and  verdure  and  you, 
We  shiil:  see  thy  red  breast  seeming  to  burn, 

Thy  coat,  like  the  sky,  cerulean  Vdue. 

Far  off  in  childhood  I  first  heard  thy  note, 
In  bright  April  days  when  all  was  so  still  ; 

In  the  soft,  balmy  air  thou  warb'ing  did  float, 
Whilst  robins  near  by  in  the  orchard  did  trill. 


OK   TOUON'I'O,    nAUKISTKll. 


4t.'] 


ougU 


THE   SLAVKS    1\    CANADA — ANDKUSON's   CASK    I\     1801  — 
JUIKjIK    KOIUNSOX    IN    IT. 

Tlio  J)(»clfU'ati(>M  (»r  Aiiicriciiii  In(l"i)('U(lcuc(?  sots  fortli 
amidst  its  platiti^lcs,  in  177;'),  thnt  all  iiicn  were  born  free 
and  o(|nal,  and  wero  entitled  to  the  I'lill  use  ol'  life  and 
liberty  and  all  their  privile«4es ;  yet  in  the  hypocrisy  of 
those  times  and  the  hypoerisy  oi'  times  lon<r  al'ter,  until 
18(j2-»i-4,  men  held  niany  millions  ol'  their  t'ellovv-cj-eatures, 
even  tlunr  own  children  be<^otten  on  slave  women  as  con- 
cubines, in  object  slavery,  and  sold  them  as  chattels.  What 
abominable  hypocrisy  !  Even  the  great  Washin^^ton  had 
his  slaves.  How  obtuse  is  the  mind  of  man  I  How  slow 
to  apprehend  the  glorious  saying,  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself."  God,  in  His  Son  Jesus,  washed  the 
feet  of  the  poor  fishermen  of  Galilee,  mere  connnon  labor- 
ers, as  low  as  those  who  use  the  shovel  in  our  nuiddy 
streets. 

Yet  these  mean  Republican  boasters  of  old,  an<l  at  present 
in  the  Southern  States,  do  not  believe  a  colored  man  is  a 
man  or  a  neighbor,  even  if  only  one-(juarter  of  his  blood  is 
black.  There  are  now  in  the  United  States  fully  8,000,000 
colored  persons,  including  those  of  mixed  blood.  In  the 
early  chapters  of  this  book  I  mention  the  fact  that  my 
father  hired  a  slave  woman  or  nurse,  who  had  been 
under  a  semi-state  of  slavery  for  tw^enty-one  years.  She 
it  was  who  nursed  my  brother  George  when  my  father, 
in  going  down  the  Hamilton  mountain  in  180(),  lost  his 
first  wife.  He  did  not  retain  the  slave  very  long.  The 
English  statute,  chapter  33rd,  George  the  Third,  forbids 
the  introduction  of  slaves  into  Canada,  and  prescribes  how 
children  born  of  slave  parents  are  to  be  treated,  but  pro- 
vides that  slaves  now  there  are  to  be  the  property  of  their 
masters  on  certain  conditions.     A  previous  Act  of  the  30th 
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(Joor^c!  the  Tliinl  iillowed  sueli  iinportiitiuii,  iiiid  is  \>y  tliis 
Act  repealed. 

The  cuHe  ol'  "  The  Queen  ai^aiust  Ainler.sou  "  (Qiu'cii's 
Bench)  occurred  more  tiian  thii'ty  years  a;jfo  in  LTp[)er  Cau- 
a(hi,  at  Toronto,  and  was  an  application  Tor  the  extradition 
ol'  Anderson  on  the  ■•^w^^a  of  murder,  I'or  the  allei;(Ml  nuir- 
der  of  a  white  mi>.  ,  Southei'n  State  of  America.  Chief 
Justice  Robinson  and  Justices  U.  E.  Burns  and  Archibald 
McIiCan  formed  the  Queen's  Bench  then,  and  I  lj<'lieve 
Draper,  Sullivan  and  Connor,  the  Connnon  IMeas.  The 
negro  Anderson,  in  tryiufj  to  escape  from  some  nuister, 
was  walUinfT  past  a  white  ujan's  estate,  and  was  observed 
by  the  slaves  thereon.  The  white  man  ordered  his  negroes 
to  follow  and  catch  Atiderson.  When  they  refused  to  obey 
he  did  so  himself,  and  was,  in  the  endeavor,  killed.  Kob- 
inson  and  Burns  thou<ifht  he  ought  to  be  given  up,  and 
McLean  decided  not.  The  case  then  went  before  the 
Common  Pleas,  and  that  court  refused  to  give  him  up,  and 
he  was  discharged.  But  during  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceedings an  application  was  made  in  England  to  hold  him 
until  discharged  pending  habeus  corpus,  which  would 
probably  have  been  successful  had  not  the  Common  Pleas 
discharged  him. 

Much  excitement  was  aroused,  and  many  remarks  were 
made  at  the  conduct  of  Judge  Robinson,  and  it  was  thought 
that  he  had  taken  an  unfair  view  of  the  law  applicable  to 
the  slave.  I  recollect  that  I  did  not  like  Robinson's  view 
of  the  law.  Judge  Robinson's  ancestors  came  from  a  slave 
State,  and  the  spirit  of  slavery  may  have  been  in  him. 
That  a  lingering  of  the  slave-holding  feeling  does  remain 
in  slave-owners'  children  may  no  doubt  be  true,  and  child- 
ren may  inherit  it  as  they  do  consumptive  tendencies  and 
intemperate  tastes. 

Judge  Robinson  was,  as  I  have  said,  a  man  of  strong 
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political  prcjiuliceH.  He  was  not  wise  in  the  crises  of  his 
life.  lie  sliould  have  pjone  in  for  Responsihle  Government 
when  Lord  Durliam  catne  out  and  recommended  a  general 
amnesty.  Instead  of  timt,  he  wrote  against  the  first  and 
no  doubt  opposed  tlie  last.  In  the  cases  of  I^unt  and 
Matthews,  since  they  were  subordinate  criminals,  he  sliould 
have  recommended  either  transportation  or  l>anishment: 

Lount  had  opposed  his  brother  William  in  his  election  in 
Sinicoe. 

In  the  trial  of  the  Church  cases,  as  I  said,  between  the 
Canailian  and  EnL,'lish  Methodists,  he  was  said  to  have 
leaned  towards  the  latter. 

ALIEN    LAWS   EXdTKMEXT. 

In  the  great  excitement  in  1.H20  and  afterwards,  about 
the  exclusion  of  certain  settlers  on  the  plea  of  being  aliens, 
he  took  a  stand  against  the  aliens  because  they  were  Ameri- 
cans, although  they  were  loyal.  This  alien  law  was  wrong, 
and  15,000  petitioners  petitioned  against  it.  Robert  Ran- 
dal, of  Welland,  carried  the  petitions  to  England  about 
1826. 

The  law  was  founded  on  the  pretext  or  idea  that  those 
American  emigrants  who  took  no  part  in  the  Revolution 
there,  but  secretly  preferred  English  rule  to  American,  and 
came  here  after  the  close  of  the  war  in  1783,  were  not 
loyal,  and  must  not  have  the  same  favoi-s  as  the  regular 
U.  E.  Loyalists. 

.  In  the  case  of  Anderson,  the  man  who  was  murdered 
had  no  right  to  arrest  him  and  hand  him  over  to  another 
slave-master  not  known  to  him.  A  man  (and  a  colored 
man  is  such,  if  the  laws  of  nature  be  true)  has  a  right  to 
resist,  even  to  the  killing  of  the  offender,  to  save  his  life 
and  ''berty.  No  man,  even  if  there  be  a  law  to  that  effect, 
has  the  right  to  enslave  another  who  has  been  guilt}'  of 


. 


44(5 


UI.MlMS(JKNCi:S  (H*  (IIAHLKS   duuanh, 


I 


no  otl't'iicr,  Miiiiply  on  tin;  ^'roimd  tliut  tlu'  iiiini  oiis1hv«m1  in 
liift  chattel.  Tin'  American  letleial  law  was  a«;ain.st  (mxI'h 
law,  was  unchristian  ami  ai)()niinahle.  The  AniericMii  l)e- 
claiation  (»t'  Indt'iMndtMic*'  wmh  correct,  hut  tli<'  <l«»ul»le- 
facod  raise-heat  ted,  Mlave-holdinp;  Americans  wore  too  vile 
to  observe  it.  Their  ^rr«Ml  was  al)()ve  idl  |)rincij)le.  Wliero 
are  the  houIs  oI'  tlidsu  who  uplirld  and  I'ollowed  sirtverx  ? 
AVIiere  1  say  ?  If  tli'  "o  is  a  lieil,  are  they  not  in  it  ?  I 
im})ute  no  corrujtt  motives  to  Uoliinson's  decision,  only 
deep  moral  views  ol'  ri^ht  and  wron^  were  wantinj^.  lie 
Wtts  always  wron«T  in  ^I'e-at  moral  crises. 

Wron^  in  havinj^'  Francis  Collins  put  in  fjaol.  Why  did 
he  not  have  the  man  let  out  ol"  ^aol  for  a  mere  slip  ol'  the 
pen  ?  Why  did  he  not  respect  .Indtjfe  Willis  !  ^Vlly  did 
he  ]iers(cute  the  Americans  called  alieiis  ;'  Why  did  ho  sit 
in  the  Legislative  Council  ns  a  law-maker  and  in  the  couit 
as  a  jud<^'e  loi*  a  generation  ^  Why  did  he  go.  and  ex- 
Goveirjoi'  Hejid,  too,  in  1840,  to  0[)])0se  the  great  triun)ph 
ol*  Uesponsible  Covejiunent  ?  Why  did  he  iulluence  the 
decision  in  Anderson's  case  ?  Why  was  he  so  bitter  against 
the  Reformers  ot  IS:{7  ?     Why  (     Echo  answers,  Why  i 


THE    IMMKNSITV    OF   TIIK    U  >IVi:HSt;^lT    IJAFl'LKS   TilK 
IMAOtNATlON    TO   THINK    OF    IT. 

When  the  human  mind  begins  in  its  calmest  moments  to 
thitik  on  this  subject,  it  at  once  is  filled  with  ama>,jment, 
and  il'  the  thought  is  continued  it  is  ditlicult  to  refrain  from 
an  insanity  of  thought — to  coin  a  new  plirase.  Is  there, 
can  there  be,  an^'  bound  to  the  universe  ?  And  if  there  is, 
where  does  it  commence  ?  And  what  is  there  to  end  ?  Is 
there  anything  beyond  the  beyond  ?  That  is  the  puzzle  of 
minds.  Hume  the  Scottish  philosopher,  conmienced  to 
think  of  this  inniiensity  of  space,  and  of  the  infinity  of  mind 


and  thought. 


He  reasoned  well  enough  so  long  as  he  did 


.•^••-•\^\'af.mm 


Of   TOUONTO,    iJAllUISTi;U. 


417 


not  i;o  Ittiyond  cortaiti  I'OUU"!-*  of  thonnrht.  I'ut  at  last  lie 
oiuio  to  tlic  coiiclusio  1  tii'it  all  iiiiiiil,  nil  iniittcr,  uiiij  lio 
hiinMclF,  w»U"i»  iH'Tt;  j)li!inti><it's,  m-Ti'  iiloil  im!i;;iriiitions.  In 
.  '  r  wonls,  lio  ln'1'iuiii!  a  liij«;or  Tool  tlum  tlm  clown  that 
jo  I's  for  !i  liviii;^  ill  a  circus,  or  the  l)oy  that  cleaned  his 
hoots.  So  iM»  on«  Haid  to  liiin  :  "  Y^oii  tliink  you  an<l  all 
tiiin<;s  arc  more  pliantasins  or  ideals — that  there  is  i.othiuLf 
real."  "Vos."  "  I'liMise  stand  lil'iv  I'eet  I'roni  nie."  Ho 
hesitited.  "  I  will  lire  a  rille  hall  at  you,"  said  his  intor- 
h)cutor  ;  "  wo  will  then  soo  if  you  are  a  reality."  Ho  hesi- 
tated and  would  not.  What  is  tlu!  conclusion,  then  ;*  Why, 
we  must  not,  hein;;  limited  in  mind,  (liink  too  (Ueply,  but. 
trustiu;.^  in  an  In  Inito  Hoin;^,  in  humility  ho  tinit<!  inulor 
Him,  and  remember  what  (ho  Psalmist  says:  "  What  is 
ujan,  tliat  tli<ai  art  mindful  of  him  ;  or  tlio  S'»n  of  man,  that 


thou  shouMst  visit  him 


(Jod   I'oiLnieth  over  tho  hea- 


tlum  ;  God  sitteth  on  tlni  Throne  of  His  ]iolin«'ss." — Psahu 
xlvii.  Ood  hoMs  in  His  hand  all  thin<,rs,  the  j^reatest  mys- 
teries of  this  universe. 


MAdJvlTUDK    OK    SI'ACi:. 

A  cannon  ball_  movin*.;  witli  a  velocity  of  oOO  miles  an 
liour,  and  leavin^f  tlio  earth  at  a  certain  time,  and  travid- 
ling  in  the  direction  oF  tho  nearest  fixed  star,  would  not 
reach  it  in  less  than  4,o0(),00{)  years;  and  yet  there  are 
stars  in  the  heavens,  and  visible  through  telescopes,  that 
would  re(]uire  a  cannon  ball  movin*.,^  with  the  same  velocity 
at  least  500,000,000  years  to  reach  them.  When  you  read 
those  iij^ures  do  j''ou  have  any  idea  of  the  vast  amount  they 
represent?  Lr't  me  ask  you  a  (piestion.  Suppose  the 
SI  me  number  of  sheets  of  paper  the  thickness  of  that  on 
which  this  paper  is  printed  were  placed  one  upon  the  other, 
to  what  height  would  the  column  leach  ^  Think  of  the 
hi<^hest  church  steeple  you  have  ever  seen,  and,  if  you  were 


n 
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ever  at  our  riation's  capital, coinparo  tli<^  iiiuL<^ir)ary  column 
with  th(!  liL'i^ht  of  \VaHliiri;4ton'H  Monuiinitit,  which  towers 
/j55  I'oet  in  tin;  air.  Would  it  roach  that  hci;^lit  ^  Yes. 
Recall  to  iniiul  the  hi^^Miest  inountaiti  on  the  (^arth,  and 
place  fifteen  .sucli  niountain.s  on<!  upon  tlie  othei-,  th(!y  will 
have  hut  r(!ach(Ml  the  top  ol"  our  inia^^i nary  column,  75  miles 
in   h(!inht. 

It  was  said  ])y  tin;  ehler  Ilerschell  that  it  would  r(:ijnif(} 
li^ht,  travellin<^  at  tlu;  rate  ol'  I.S5,0()0  mil(!.sa  second,  2,000,- 
000  of  years  to  coum  to  the  earth  from  tlw;  remot(!^t  lumin- 
ous vapors  within  rench  of  his  forty-foot  t(descope,  and 
yet,  whatever  may  liave  heen  the  effb.  t  of  astronomeis  to 
brin;,'  the  starry  heavens  as  a  wliole  into  view,  oven  with 
the  most  powoiful  niflectors  tluiy  have  so  far  f)r<>\<'d 
futile.  Hence,  to  the  minds  of  men,  the  nnivers';  must 
seem  forever  to  be  and  to  remain  iminoasurable,  incalcul- 
able and  incompndiensible.  And  while  we  niny  bo  able  to 
wei^h  and  nutasure  suns  and  s^'stems  within  ran^e  of  our 
telescopes,  there  are  otliers  so  far  away,  and  so  far  Ixiyond 
our  powers  of  vision  and  our  powers  of  calculation,  that 
even  our  present  su|)i)()sed  j^ivat  knowledfre  of  the  sidercial 
lioavens  would  dwindle  into  the  tliinnost  of  mental  va])ors. 

The  book  liaa  l)Ocn  merely  opened;  })a^es  uf)on  pa;;es 
remain  to  be  written.  Tiie  u[)p(!i  rounds  on  this  ladder  are 
not  crow(?ed.  There  is  more  fame  for  more  lierscliells. — ■ 
New  /(leas. 
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Tho  arr(!Ht  and  almso  of  my  wifi;  at  Ifaiiiiltoii  ])y  Tory  niffi  iiis  iti  1H.'{7 
— (Jurioijs  liistory  of  a  pirn;  box  — Its  travolH  -  Woiih'ii  oii^litto  Ix; 
exoiupt  from  wanton  iijsuItH — Tho  conduct  of  the  Ilaniil'on  peo- 
ple, it  itt  lioped,  JH  an  ex(;»!pt,ion— 'I'Im!  Kiispiui.se  of  tlie  wives  at 
the  lVIoiil;^M)ni(;ry  Hill  hat ih;— The  Tory  injUHtice  to  Gourlay 
of  old,  like  that  tome  in  IH'.iH 

T  don't  wislj  to  bo  undcjrstood  as  saying-  that  ail  tlie  '^I'ory 
()ffice-hol(J(3r.s  of  1<S'J7  wore  alike— tlu^ro  wcn3  soino  excep- 
tions ;  but  their  errors  were  a  dini^anl  for  the  ri<^hts  of 
others,  no  sense  of  [)ut)Iic  duties,  iriiiiioral  conduct  in  public 
and  private  life,  linirnanity,  accordin;^  to  th -ir  advocated 
system  of  no  responsible  ^ov(n'nnient,  made  thenk  reckless 
as  to  what  they  did.  'I'heir  fathers  had  been  in  political 
crime  and  oflicial  wantomfjss  and  corruption  ;  their  sons 
and  sprouts  follow(Ml   in   their  footsteps. 

Hence  we  saw  the  way  they  used  ({ )urlay  in  1819-20, 
and  McKenzio  in  l82S-.'iO-IJG-7.  Hence  we  saw  how  savat^e 
th  iracts  were  in  tin;  Rebellion  to  men  and  women. 

Tliey  had  as  friends,  stran^^ers  from  this  land,  sutl.'  :^:} 
half-])ay  oflicers,  favored  land-i^rabbers,  and  vindictive 
Orarif^emen  under  ();^le  U.  (Jowan,  jud<^es,  who  sat  as  such, 
as  w<dlas  makers  of  the  law  they  carried  out,  as  Robinson 
did.  'I'hey  had  priests  like  Bishop  Strachan,  and  the 
Roir!fm  Catholic  l>ishop  of  Kini^ston,  McDoiitudl.  Rritish 
rights  and  privileges  were  one  thin((,  their  own  (piite  another 
— all  the  patro!ia;(e  in  their  hands,  they  wenj  a  m(;,<t  dis- 
gusting aristocracy  of  upstarts,  disregarding  others'  rig'.'*"s. 
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Tlii.s  <liH;^niMti)i<^,  local,  colonial  aristcjcraoy  of  lit'lc  oirKM'.- 
lioMors,  ollicials  of  all  grades,  chiefly  ma;^istrat<!.s,  in  diHiir- 
(Mit  counties,  held  tli(;ir  ollicial  i-ods  over  tlnj  people  until 
tli(^y  were  cowed  (as  tli(!y  \vt;ce  in  'I'oronto,  in  Decemlter, 
l'S.{7,  and  \V(!re  afraid  to  rise;  to  li<!l[)  McKen/ie  and  his 
I'arnierH  from  the  country),  woidd  have  cont'inK'd,  hoi)e(l 
to  do  so,  ii*  th(!  ri.sinfT  had  not  taken  place,  and  opened  I'^nj^- 
HhIi  eyes,  and  chuw(m1  Lord  j)urliani  to  ooni<;  out. 

^^!s,  wonder  that  any  peophi  could  hav(,'  (Miduj'ed  lliem 
so  loni^' ;  don't  wonder  at  their  I'isin:;-,  ItU'.  that  they  <Jid 
not  do  so  bel'orci,  wlieji  they  had  so  (dtisn  a[)pealed  to 
lOnj^ljind. 

Look  at  th(!  ))osition  ol"  th<i  Leeislativc;  (Jouncil,  in  wliich  so 
many  ollice  holders  constantly  sat  i'or  two  ;4en(;i'ations  In 
that  hodysat  (Jhitd' Justice  Kohinson  as  President  and  law- 
maker, also  as  .jud;^ii  out  of  it,  carrying'  out  the  law  as 
iudLfe  which  Ik;  had  niadi;  in  the  Le'dslature  !  When  he 
trie(l  me  bein;^^  ;i  iee-isl;it(;r  and  a  jud(^(j,  and  hel])ed  to  make 

tli<!  law.     (StM;  Acts  of ,  I8:}S,  (Jiuvptfu-s  one,  two,  nine, 

ten),  which  (jnal)l(!(l  him  to  try  iru;,  and  others,  at  Toronto, 
wh(!i-eas  1  ou;4ht  to  have  been  trii.'d  at  Hamilton  on  the 
(Stii  May,  bS;}S.  iVo  jury  of  Wentworth  would  liave 
found   mi;  ^niiity.     The  injustice  of  this  was  jtrreat 

1  then  cond<!un»  thos(;  l,5(/0  or  'i.OOO  olllccidiolders,  their 
sons  and  tools,  who  w(;nt  with  their  ;l,'Ums  an<l  cannon  to 
kill  and  rnurdei*  tlu;  farmers,  burn  down  the  liotel  and  (Jib- 
HOJi's  dw(dlin^-iious(;  and  barns. 

Look  at  what  J  have;  s;iid  about  th(}  land-^^rauts  of  the 
old  Family  Compact — at  their  porsecut'on  and  banishment 
of  Mr.  Robert  (Jourlay  in  1819-20,  for  doing  w^liat  was  best 
for  ripj)er  Canada. 

liOok  at  th(Mi"  fraudulently  ex])ellinfr  McKenzie  five  times 
unjustly  ;  of  the'ir  refusinf(  a  fair  and  pure   re-election  in 

i.s:uj. 
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Tt  WHS  Ji  sud  <l;ty  \'()\-  tli';  [joor  wivos  (A'  York  to  know 
tliat  tln^ii"  •leui"  liusl>;iri<lH  siiul  hoiis  won;  cxposeil  in  t,li»! 
hattlft  of  .MoMt<«-o»r»oi'v  Hill  in  Dcicoinhuf,  l<S:{7.  What  a 
(IriiaiHul  ,su.s[)i'MH(}  tlioy  must  have  hecu  in  all  that  <lav  — 
\viv(^s  wlio  li;','l  liv(;'l  I'ofty  or  IHty  ycsni-s  wiLli  linsbaMds; 
sons  who  had  hcun  rocked  in  cradles  hy  thiMi"  nioth(;rH — all 
wore  there  (!X|)Ose<l  to  the  oiMiel  inusketiy  ol"  th(;  ollice- 
holdinti- 'l\)ri(;s  on  that  hattle-lield.  Ami  Tor  what?  I)id 
they  risk  th(MriseIv(!S  out  ol"  any  onniity  to  the  i^hie'cn,  oi" 
luerelv  lor  the  Hpoi-t  ol'  the  thintr  ?  Xo,  it  w.is  hecauHe 
their  rights  W(!re  trampled  upon,  anri  they  could  see  no 
way  to  obtain  justice  or  ^^'ood   (roverrimimt  except  hy  lorcc;. 

TIFK    HIS'I"()I1Y    OK    A    JJT'I'I.K    UOX. 

f  had  a  cli<!nt  in  Hamilton  natrieiJ  Ih'ian  ( 'arpent(!r,  of 
wh(jm  I  have  hel'ore  sj).oken  as  having  Hat  with  ine  on  a 
Coroner'H  in(|uest  in  lS'll,on  tlie  poor  youti^  man,  l>al»y, 
wlio  pois()n<!d  liijnsc;!!'  and  die<i.  He  wan  a  cai'j)eriter,  anci 
owed  me,  which  lie  paid    in  carpentei*  woi'k. 

He  mad(i  a  neat  sipiare  [)ine-box,  varnished  it  neatly,  so 
tlia'  it  was  (it  to  keep  private;  papers  in,  such  as  letters  or 
private  literary  ))apers.  It  w.is  mad(;,  I  think,  in  ISIJ4-, 
and  at  once  used  by  m(;  i'or  the  said  jjurpose  ;  and  in  IS.'jo- 
(1-7  containe(|  correspondence  witii  my  bj"oth(;rs,  finally 
with  my  then  wii'f  -that  is,  in  1(S*J7 — as  well  as  many  lit- 
erary and  poetical  eli'usions.  It  was  kcipt  very  sacredly 
and  saloon  this  account  in  Jfamilton,  anrJ  went  to  Buflalo, 
Chica^jo,  and  l)ack  a^ain  in  I(S44,  and  has  since  been  with 
iiu;,  wliore  it  now  is;  conse(picntly  has  been  a  ^reat  trav- 
eller. 'J'his  Ijox  1  left  in  my  house  on  tlie  4th  December, 
LS37,  wlien  I  left  for  Toiontfx 

My  tlien  dear  wife  did  not  know  what  it  contained,  and 
when  thr;  ruHiaris  cam:?  into  my  Jiou^(!  in  a  rude;,  boisteroua 
maiinej-,  sIk;  and  h(!r  sister  hid    the    box    in   a  j)art  of  our 
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(tollaf,  wln!r(^  it,  was  not,  uoLicimI  l)y  tin;  hlack^^uai'ds  who 
(!ain«!  thcro  looking  lor  mo. 

It  WHH  liid  in  t,li(!  cellar,  into  which  thc^y  w(!nt  with  their 
iiiUHkets,  poking  thoir  hayoiu^tn  into  every  husjx  cttMJ  place. 

Tlicy  (lid  not  find  it. 

Wlio  M<',nt  theni  I  don't  know,  hut  Mr.  MilcH  O'Reilly, 
then  a  friendly  lawyer,  u[)on  hearing  a  H(!t  of  rascals  were 
disturhin^  my  family,  went  down  and  tried  to  ^(st  (h<im 
away.  I'liey  would  not  leave,  stayed  thei'e,  fri*^ht .ned  the 
.servant  ^irl  away,  dared  the  doctor  to  come  in. 

Old  (Ji)I.  Lanrl,  wlio  lived  a  few  miles  away,  and  who 
was  tlie  real  colorud  in  tluit  part-  not  McNa)>b  sent  a  note 
to  th(;  |)erson  apparently  in  command  to  leave  the  placj 
and  <;o  away — the  note  I  have — and  for  the  time  beinjjf 
they  left. 

My  wife  and  her  sistcM-  tlien  Houi  word  to  their  uncle  to 
come  antl  take;  them  down  to  Harton  l^iast  uritil  they  could 
fro  to  M'oronto,  as  recpiested  by  me.  They  then  went  to  Mr. 
Daniel  Crosswaite's  fiirudiouse,  four  miles  cast. 

Before  the  I'uHlans  left  they  went  through  all  the  rooms, 
ran  their  bayonets  into  the  wainscotting  of  the  I'oom, 
into  the  mn-ttresses  on  the  beds,  into  every  plac(^  to  try 
and  find  me.  They  also  visited  my  si.ster's  house  on  the 
Burlington  Heights,  and  did  the  same,  disturl)ing  t}i<3 
children  and  her.  'I'hey  or  some  rascals,  s(!nt  by  McNabb, 
I  suppose,  went  to  the  house  of  my  brother  .lames  at 
Dundas,  and  wanted  to  make  a  disturbance  until  ordered 
away. 

WISHIN(;    TO    (JO.MK    TO    TORONTO, 

tlie  two  ladies  prepared  to  do  so,  and  take  the  stage  on  the 
Cth  or  7th  of  J)ecember. 

Mr.  Crosftwait(!  was  [trepaiing  to  take  them  to  the  stage 
oflice,  when  the;  same  gang—  some  of  them,  apparently,  be- 
ing on  the  watch — took  Mr.  Cros.swaite's  horses  and  wag- 
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<f()\i  uiid  till!  ladieH  under  j^iiaid  to  tli«^  open  Hpaco  in  the 
then  (JourtlioMsc  S(|Uiirc,  wIht*;  u  li(;n(;li  of  Tory  Magis- 
trates were  in  HeH.sion  in  tin;  (joiirtliouHe,  and 

KKI'I'    TMF,    1, A  DIMS    \VAI'ri\(; 

I'oi-  iioiirs,  until  they  (;c)idd  (!xaniine  the  love-lctttirs  an<I 
correspondence  in  this  little  box  which  IIk;  ladies  had  t(j 
take   io'Wn'onU). 

SOiMi;  Ol"  Till.:    LKT'IKHS    IIAVK    .MA!!KS    IN    HKD    INK    ONTIIKM, 

MA  1)1-;  |{V  'I'liK  VAiii.K/rs  WHO  wkkk  in  si:ssion. 

Findin^^  n(;thin«^',  they  «^ave  tlie  box  back  to  tlu;  ladies,  who 
a;4ain  went  to  Mr.  Cnrsswaitc's,  to  ^o  next  morning  to 
Toronto. 

Now,  wh(ir(!  did  the  oHieial  scoundrels  in  'I'oronto  j^et  any 
letters  ol"  niincj  ?     They  i^ot  none  tiiere  or  any  where. 

THK    NKXT    MOI,NIK<i,    IMIOHAIM-V    TIIK    7tII, 

the  ladies  a<^ain  went  to  the  staf(e  oflice,  an<l  started  oil'  to 
the  city  of  Toronto,  until  they  came  to  the  hill  that  ^oes 
from  Burlington  Heights  to  the  nmd  leading  to  (Jakville, 
iu  the  stage.  Here  the  stage  was  stopped  by  fellows  sta- 
tioned as  a  guard.  KtKpiiries  w<!re  made  who  were  in  it. 
VVlieJi  they  found  Mrs.  Durand  was  there  tliey  said  slie 
should  not  go  on.  The  oHicer  i.i  command  said  he  would 
not  allow  such  conduct  in  his  men,  that  he  would  break 
his  sword  and  (juit  them,  or  break  his  sword  over  them — 
words  to  that  effect ;  then  they  allowed  the  stage  to  ])roceed. 

All  this  greatly  alarmed  my  wife.  It  is  (piestionable  if 
she  ever  fully  got  over  it,  but  passed  on,  looking  back  for 
the  rullians  to  follow.  When,  as  I  have  said,  sIh;  got  to 
Oakville,  Col.  Wm,  (Jhisholm  gave  her  a  written  pass. 

Now,  did  any  civilized  being  hear  of  such  shameful 
treatment  of  a  woman,  who,  of  course,  was  guiltless  ? 
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Only  tli<;  vil(^  mik]  ()]»])i'('SHiv(i  )'(!fnsal  of  UMjj^orrii;tn  mixI 
Ills  I'ricfHls,  tli(!  HittiiiL,''  ( 'OMniiiHsioiicrH,  to  \(\\'i\  iiic  ItJtil  in 
ilic  wlnicj'  jiinl  sjn'in;;  of  1S:{.S  could  cxcoc'd  tlii.s  l>nrli)ii<»UH 
conduc'i  ! 

Is  it  jvny  wonder  tlint  I  and  otlicTH  iiro  indi^numt  nt  tlic 
old  h'M.M;i!y  ('oin|»fict  rule  of    I  s;}7-S  ? 

My  little  l'(.x  went  om  its  way  to  'i'oroiito,  went  witli  jih 
to  ( 'idcfinf),  and  i.s  now  in  my  1iouk(!,  <)2  years  old,  in  full 
Ix'jiuty  und  safety. 

It  will  jjjo  down  MS  an  heirloom  to  my  eldest  dau^Iit<'r, 
jind  so  to  futnn;  lieirs,  so  far  as  I  am  eoneerned,  forever! 
Hut  it  all  sliows  wluit  a  set  of  ltiut(>s  w(;re  under  MeNaM), 
<lomin(!eiini;'  over  the  ])eo|)l(!  at  that  tinie.  I  know  not 
who  onhMHMl  all  this  out»'a<^'(M)UH  conduct,  hut  it  was  done, 
and  that  fellow  McXahh,  of  course,  knew  it  was  done.  No 
apolo^^y  was  (ivei*  made  to  the  ladi(!H  or  to  me  for  it. 

Now  my  ]»en  indites  its  infamy,  and  if  the  a^ed  eyes  (for 
if  alive  they  ar(5  a^^^ed)  are  allowe<l  to  read  these  lines  I 
wouM  say  to  him,  "  Avaunt,  ye  nnscreant !  Shrink  into 
tlie  shameful  <jjrave  tliat  await  you." — I  mean  ot  any  oik; 
who  so  acted. 


WHAT  WAS   PUnLIC  OlMN'ION  SKCilKTLY — THE    I5ATTLE   OF    /Til 
DKCE.MliKJl,    1SIJ7 — MONTCJOMERY    HILL. 

Tliere  have  l)een  some  gross  misHtatements  made  about 
tins  affair,  wliidi  was  only  a  scrimmage,  the  nund)er  engag<'d 
very  small,  probably  not  500.  Before  I  speak  of  it  T  wouM 
say  there  were  five  errors  committed  in  this  affair  and  the 
conduct  of  parties  after. 

1st.  lilngland,  instead  of  sen  !ing  out  Lord  Durliam  in 
1888,  sliould  have  done  so  in  183tj  or  1837. 

2nd.  Toronto  should  liave  had  at  least  one  regiment  of" 
regulars  in  1837. 

3rd.   McKenzie,  llolpli  and   Lount,  if  they  had  had  any 
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rorcsi^lii,  hIiouM  Iiav(!  Iiad  soiin;  pieces  of  oaimoii  iiiid  4,000 
»)!•  l<!M.s  of  <^()()<1  liroi'irms. 

4tli.  Wlicii  tli(!  iriHur^ciitH  flid  comiiuaKHi  tln'y  .should 
lia\'<i  l)<'<'ii  proinpt  and  rc^ulatcil  \)y  plan. 

r)tli.  Tlic  Ain«;ri(*ans,  who  then  and  siiic*!  havo  hcen  talk- 
iri}^  ahout  coiKiiKMiii;^  ('aiiada,  and  tlio  whole  Dominion, 
slionid  hav(!  <lon<'  ho  when  there  wmh  ^enei'al  discontent  in 
two  pi'ovino(is,     'IMius  oj)poi'tiinities  w(;re  pasHe<l. 

W(!  now  are'  <leterniin(!(l  t(j  he  a  nation,  will  light  to  the 
death. 

There  have  Ikmui  .some  sti'an^e  niisstat(!ment.s  made  ahout 
this  hattle,  or,  ratluM*,  call  it  serimma<(e— dnvidl'ully  niis- 
manaL^ed,  and  it  is  evident  that  Lount  and  McKen/ie  did 
do  nothini^  in  a  military  way,  and  knew  nothin((  ol*  mili- 
tary tactics. 

The  Iat(!  ex-( Governor,  .John  liiiverley  Rohinsoii,  made 
.some  curious  inisstatt'ments  ahout  it,  in  an  interview  held 
with  the  hhupire  newspaper  .some  eight  years  ngo,  which  I 
contradicted  in  the  TcJeijravi.  lie  was  a  lad  of  sixteen 
only  at  the  tin)e. 

The  Uev.  Mr.  Withrow,  in  a  school-book,  also  made  some 
woeful  misstatements  in  reference  to  the  number  killed 
there. 

Lastly,  there  is  a  strange  discrepancy  between  the  late 
Walter  McKenzie  and  a  letter  which  Judge  (iowan  .sent 
me  .some  months  ago. 

TIILS    HATTLE    WA.S   THE   (.'ANADIAN    END    OF   TIIFO    WAR 

with  McKenzie  and  Lount.  Stra^  ;e  that  the  best  man 
they  had — Matthew.s — and  200  or  le.ss  of  his  picked  men 
that  (hiy  weie  down  at  the  J)()n  bri<]ge  during  the  affair,  of 
no  use  to  the  patriots.  The  Government  people  had  all 
tlieir  forces  concentrated  on  the  farn\ers  there — even  small 
lads. 
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I-5ut  first  for  these  di.scropuncioH. 

Tlio  lato  Wultt'i-  McKoMzie  claims — toM  mo  ho  repeatodly 
— th;tt  lio  positively  saw  Mordon  rise  from  heliind  a  Htiimp, 
and  li(i, in  self-defence,  sliot  and  killed  him.  Lato1y,ex-.Jud^e 
(iowan,  in  vvritinijj  about  the  rebellion,  says  :  "I  went  to 
the  battle  of  IMont^^oiiiery  Mill  on  the  7th  December,  1.S3S, 
with  the  (jovcjrnnumt  nulitia,  with  Clarke  (Jamble,  an  a^ed 
lawyer,  two  years  older  than  I  am,  and  also  with  a  colored 
man  with  us.  This  colored  man,  as  Morden  arose  from  be- 
hind •'  stump  to  shoot  at  us,  shot  him  dead  " 

hi:  llobeit  Moore,  of  Newmarket,  a  lawyer,  told  me  he 
was  at  the  battle  with  the  patriots,  and  was  sixteen  years 
old,  the  same  age  as  the  late  ex  (jlovernor  J.  B.  Robinson. 
He  and  one  of  the  Snyder  family,  he  says,  carried  Morden, 
after  being  shot,  off  the  field  of  battle. 

Mr.  Moore  says  he  only  knows  of  this  one  death  on  the 
patriot  side. 

How,  then,  can  Mr.  Withrow  and  the  ex-Governor  be 
correct  who  talk  of  many  killed  ? 

Another  discrepancy  as  to  the  number  killed  on  the 
patriot  side  therefors  exists. 

The  late  ex-Governor  J.  B.  Robinson,  in  this  Etripire  in- 
terview speaks  of  six  or  more  being  killed  and  many 
wounded  and  sent  to  the  '^Poronto  hospital  on  the  patriot 
side.  But  who  were  they  ?  What  were  their  names  ?  This 
is  wrong.  I  never  heard  of  any  of  the  Tories  being  killed. 
I  doubt  if  anv  were, 


WHO   COMPOSED   THK   TORY    TROOPS? 

Yes,  this  is  a  serious  question.  Take  away  some  such 
men  as  Mr.  Gowan,  Sir  Thomas  Gait,  then  only  a  lad,  and 
some  others  not  connected  with  the  old  Compact  Tories, 
who  went  up  as  boys  with  the  best  of  motives,  no  doubt, 
you  will    tind  the  bulk  of  them  were  the  sons  of  office- 
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holders, tlie  otlldo-hoMers  themselves  H<j;litin^  lor  their 
breiid  iiiul  oiliccs.  It  was  a  life  struiT'de  to  retain  their 
ofHces  and  to  put  down  the  poor  I'armeis  ol'  York  and  their 
sons,  wluj  had  for  forty  years  or  less  asked  I'or,  voted  for, 
peaceably  deniande<l  in  a  constitutional  way  the  rii^hts  of 
Ph'itish  subjects,  the  fullilment  of  what  Governor  Siiiicoe 
promised  in  1792 — 

THK   FIMILMKNT   OF    UJUTISIJ    COLONIAL    DESPATCHES    ANU 

PKOMISL'S. 

Oh,  what  a  beautiful  si<dit  to  shoot  down  the  farmers  ! 
To  kill  tiiose  assembhvl  to  ask  for  justice  !  I  thank  God  I 
was  not  there  to  shoot  Lh'iii  down  ;  for  when  in  oaol  in 
bs87-(S  1  saw  the  well-behaved,  noble  fellows,  the  sons  and 
fathei's  of  the  County  of  York,  who  had,  in  ISOO,  l)efore 
and  after,  cleared  the  i'oiests  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows 
with  their  axes,  and  could  only  say  I  pitied  the  [)0or  men  who 
were  imprisoned  behind  the  iron  bars  of  the  ^-reat  <;aol. 

I  did  not  know  them,  was  a  stranj^^er  among  them,  and 
had  no  i^art  in  their  strui^gles  or  actions  on  that  day,  or  at 
all :  but  I  saw  they  were  the  blcod  and  sinews  of  our  coun- 
try, such  as  had  not  lived  on  the  fruits  of  corruption  in 
offices,  or  been  trained  to  feed  at  the  cribs  of  the  office- 
holders of  Toronto. 

SUCH    MEN    AS   THEY    WERE,   Oil   THEIU    FATHERS, 

I  had  known  in  old  times  to  go  into  the  wilderness  with 
their  wives  alone,  build  up  a  shanty,  and  with  a  cow  and 
the  clothes  they  wore,  and  an  axe  and  a  gun,  open  up  the 
wilderness  and  make  it  bloom  like  the  rose.  One  such  man 
I  knew  in  Ancaster,  a  Mr.  Shaver,  whose  children,  grand- 
children and  great-grandchildren  now  number  perhaps  500 
souls,  and  they  were  U.  E.  Loyalists. 
29 
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Aiiotlioriimn  ol"  tlu;  hiiiiio  kind  I  know,  iMajor  W'osLlui^ok. 
Moiir  hrantlord,  wlio  did  tlio  .sumo,  and  lie  and  his  laiijily 
l'(>u;^lit,  as  did  poor  David  Mattliows'  lather,  for  tin*  Ih'itish 
side  in   I  770. 

OH,  WHAT  A  i'.i:\i"i'iri-i,  sioirr 

to  dra^'  such  pcopK;  \>y  ropes  to  a  j^i'oat  «^aol  in  Toronto. 
h'.iu^^  two  ol"  th(!in,  banish  many  to  the  distant  \  niiDieman's 
Land  and  others  to  the  American  north-west  wildernesH  I 
The  olllce-holders  coiKjtiored,  burnt  the  ;^reat  hotel  ol'  Mcnt- 
}^onu!ry,Mr.  J)avid  (jii)son's  })rivate  i'arm-hoiis(;  and  harns  up 
Vonj^u  Street,  robbed  the  store  of  Mr.  Marshall,  ol"  Auroia, 
put  dozens  in  stores  at  Newmarket  as  prisoners,  and  chased 
others  all  over  the  county,  as  if  they  were  wild  beasty,  re- 
<rardless  of  whether  ;;uilty  or  iiniocent,  so  Ion;;'  as  they 
were  Reformers  or  for  ilritish  rights! 

Till-:  |{i;ri\Ii\<;  of  'I'iik  iiotki-  and  mu.  (Miison's  iiolsk 

ANO    l;AltNS. 

For  these  acts  what  excuse  can  lie  ifiven  ^  What  l)Ut 
low,  revenf^eful  motives?  It  was  said  the  insui-^(!nts  had 
burnt  Dr.  Ilonie's  house  in  the  woods  by  order  of  MclCenzie 
and  Lount.  if  tliis  was  so,  it  was  uinnanly  and  cruel  to 
commit  such  acts.  The  two  ^reat  ])n;|)erties  were  not 
those  of  the  relxds,  and  the  one  was  tenanted  by  a  Tory,  the 
other  by  a  member  of  the;  L(!^islature,  Mi*.  (libson,  who  was 
not  conspicuous  in  the  rising.  At  all  events,  after  the  bat- 
tle waa  over  the  excuse  was  <lis^raceful. 

In  full  wartimes  no  victorious  army  is  Justified  in  l>urn- 
in«^  private|[proj)erty.  Tlie  killed  at  the  battle  are  uncei- 
tain.  Kx-Oovernor  Robinson's  account  cannot  be  proved 
at  all,  and  as  [the  insurgents  were  well-known,  respectable 
farmers,  or  tlieir  sons,  if  six  by  the  ex-Governor  talked  of. 
or  sixteen  by  Mr.  Withrow,  had  been  killed,  their  names 
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Wdul'l  sur<;ly  liiivo  Im-cii  known.  Ilesiilf-*,  tin*  in.siir;;('nts 
won*  HO  sitniit('(|  hcliind  foncoH,  in  th«'  hoti'l  ami  scatteru*!, 
it  is  not  likcl}'  in  un  u))liill  place  tliat  thi*y  rouM  liavc  Itecn 
kill('<l.  'I'lic  Snyder  I'aiiiily,  who  lived  there,  never  heard  ol' 
any  hein;^  killed  hut  Morden,  nor  did  M«»nt^oniery  or  Inn 
tenant. 

On  tht'  'I'ory  side  it  is  douhtlul  il"  any  one  wa.s  killed. 
Wlio  is  ahle  to  ,L;ive  the  lumn's  of  the  killed  '  Let  any  one 
name  them — the  killed  on  either  side.  'Mw  Tories  were  iu 
every  way  hetter  al)i(;  to  eoiKjUer  on  that  day,  as  well  from 
numbor.s  as  fi'om  the  use  ol"  a  caiuion.  And  it  would  have- 
been  well  for  the  inHtir;^(!ntH  to  have  retreat<?d  in  a  body. 
It  is  probabh;  there  were  not  oOO  of  tliem  there. 

(•I'UI()i;s    KS(  AI'KS    WniriFr    .MF.Nrin\l\(j. 

Two  who  were  in  this  battle  are  still  alive — one,  a  boy, 
as  it  were,  only  sixteen  ;  the  other,  an  Knj,dishman.  They 
trot  into  a  fanner's  barn,  and  hid  in  the  man<'er  under  the 
straw,  very  deep  down.  I'lu;  farmer  came  in  early  in  the 
mornin;^  Or  late  at  ni^ht,  and  stuck  his  I'ork  down,  and 
almost  stuck  the  m(?n's  bodies  with  it.  'i'he}'  then  struck 
tor  the  woods  towards  Holland  Lan<lin<r,  and  one  irot  home: 
the  other  was  not  so  near  home,  and  hid  in  a  hollow^  lo(^  al! 
nijjht,  then  went  west  and  into  the  States,  and  tauifht  school 
for  a  year  or  two. 

THOMAS    A.NDEHSOX. 

who  did  so  much  with  me  in  puttin:,'  up  the  monument  to 
liount  and  Matthews  (he  i^ave  ^>100  down),  escaped  in  a 
schooner  to  Lewiston.  }Ie  took  his  rifle  and  went  in  broad 
daylight,  passed  Sheriff' Jarvis  on  Yongo  Street,  joined  the 
patriots  at  the  hill,  and  was  in  the  figlit  on  Yonge  Street 
on  Tuesday  night,  the  5th,  and  also  on  the  7th.  He  was  a 
brave   fellow.     He  carried   for  fifty  years  one  of  Lount's 
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teeth  on  his  watch-chain,  icnioved  I'roni  his  hudy  in  1S."3!), 
wiien  tht-  iiiai'tyrs'  bodies  were  buried  from  tlie  Potter's 
Pield  in  tlie  Necropolis  cemetery. 

MIL  DAVID  <;insoN 

went  cusL  throu;;li  Searboro'  and  Wliitby,  was  hid  some 
days  in  a  pen-stack,  and  escaped,  I  believe,  in  a  schooner. 
The  season  was  so  warm  schooners  were  alloat.  Old  Sir 
Francis,  you  remember,  had  a  steamer  lyin^  at  anchor,  to 
take  liim  ott"  to  Kin^^ston  in  case  oi'  necessity. 

W.    I,.    M'KKN/.IK 

stopped  with  sixteen  men  ^oin^  acin.-s  the  Humbi'r,  neiu' 
Klienbur;,di,  then  to  Cooksville,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Wilcox, 
where  he  rested,  ate  his  breakfast,  dre.sseJ,  f^ot  some  disguise, 
took  voun'>'  Wilcox  with  him,  and  wont  throuuh  Tral'alijar 
and  Nelson,  waded  in  the  cold,  icy  water  up  to  his  neck 
over  the  Ihonte  River,  stopped  at  a  farmer's  all  ni^ht. 
Every  syy  was  after  him  there,  but  he  was  disguised,  very 
small  antl  \  ery  spry.  One  morning  some  parties  came  to 
the  farmer's  house,  looked  all  over,  examined  the  barns. 
McKenzie  was  feeding  the  pigs  not  200  feet  away,  in  an 
old  shabby  dress.  He  w^ent  up  to  ])iuidas,  to  Mr.  Obed 
Everett's,  an  old  friend.  He  knew  that  region  well,  struck 
over  to  Karton  South,  to  Mr.  Jacob  Kynial's,  got  a  lior.se 
and  went  to  the  Orangeman's  house  in  or  near  Smithville, 
above  the  mountain,  then  to  Chippewa.  I  believe  he  used 
to  say  "  he  was  not  born  to  be  hung." 

ClIAULES   DUNX'OMJJE 

hurried  over  to  Detroit.     I  have  not  heard  how 

POOR    I,OUXT   AND  .MATTHEWS  WEJIE   TAKEN — POOR  OLD 
COLONEL   VAN-EGMOND 

could  not  get  away.  He  was  caught  on  the  road,  shoved 
into  a  cell,  then  into  a  hospital,  where   he  died  of  neglect 
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s«n<l  oM  a<tL\     Me  \v»is  not  like*!  Ijy  tlic  Cjin;i«lii  ('()in|if\iiy. 

wliioli  is  ji  Compiict  atFair  Jind  uiways  favored  l>y  it,  junl  wji>^ 

in  turn  an  enfjjine  of  tho  Compact.     'I'liis  old  man  lia8  n'la- 

tives  now  near  Stratford:  was  always  usod  Itndly  hy  tho 

Company. 

rAPINKAC. 

WHAT   WAS   TlIK    SECRET    IVH.ITICAF.   nlMXlON    ol"    (  ANAI'A^ 

It  was  in  favor  of  tlio  insnr<;onts  of  lx)W('r  nii<l  I'l.p'''' 
Canada.  A  Inr^o  projtoition  of  tlio  Frencli  poopK:  ol"  1<nwrr 
Can.Mda  were  witli  Papinean.  lie  wa><  i'ii:jlit  in  his  (l<'iiian(N 
for  tlio  enactment  of  the  ninety-two  re^olutioris  winch  have 
since  heen  carried  into  law. 

Pa])ineau  was  a  ^leat  man,  and  <lid  not  allow  the  jn-iests 
to  dictate  to  him.  He  was  very  like  Mr.  L.-nnier,  cpiite  as 
much  of  an  orator  an.d  a  perfect  ^entlrman.  T  saw  him 
and  .Mrs.  Papinean  at  Alhany  in  Sejiti'mhcr,  LS^iN,  when 
I  went  to  Albany,  an-i  convor.«^ed  with  them. 

Why,  then,  it  mav  he  asked,  did  tlu'V  not  succeed  ^ 
There  weie  four  reasons  : 

1st.  The  jH'ople  had  no  arms,  aJid  did  not  intend  to  gf) 
to  war. 

2nd.  The  priest  party  were  .secretly  (apposed  to  him  and 
lii.s  radicnl  movements.  The  Pope  is  a  Tory,  a  European 
<lespot,  as  he  is  now  secretly.  The  Church  of  Uonie  is  a 
despotism. 

8rd.  'J'he  fact  is  that  the  rebellion,  if  it  was  such.  \vas 
precipitated,  forced  on  the  hahitdiis — then  they  were  shot 
down. 

4th.  The  IJriti.sh  people  were  opposed  to  the  French  ; 
v\c!re,  in  fact,  Tories  in  <]i.s^uise — mean-spirited,  as  they  are 
still.  Some  are  not  so,  but  that  is  the  character  ijjenerallv 
of  them.  Upper  Canada  was  not  prepared  for  any  rebel- 
lion, althou<^h  there  was  a  majority  of  them  thought  that 
opposition  by  force  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Compact. 
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If  McKenzic  had  taken  Toronto  lie  would  have  had  5,00<) 
men  within  a  week,  perhaps  more.  Many  were  on  their 
way  from  Thorali  and  Mara  to  Join  him,  and  they  say  Peter 
I'erry,  from  Whitby,  could  have  done  so  with  800  men. 

The  majority  in  the  Home  District,  two  to  one,  were  in 
his  favor;  so  were  the  people  of  Halton  and  Wentvvorth. 
Norfolk,  Oxford  and  Middlesex  were  favorable  to  the 
rising,  but  not  in  any  way  prepared  to  do  so. 

M'NAHll   AND   HIS   (iANC 

of  perhaps  500  or  1,000  were  allowed  to  maraud,  wandrr 
around  the  country,  and  imprison  and  abuse  the  Reformers 
with  no  opposition,  whilst  he  was  hated  everywhere. 

The  office-holders  and  their  sons  had  a  clean  walk-over 
at  Montgomery  Hill.  Thus  a  general  onslaught  on  their 
enemies,  as  they  called  them,  tlie  Reformers.  Who  can 
wonder  at  their  success  ? 
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CHAPTEU    XVII I. 

Tho  Iciith  of  my  \vifi>  -HtMuiDther  ami  rclativos  presont  — Her  fiinural 
—  Striinye  dcatli  Siiaii^'o  siglits — i^on  of  Tempi' lom'f  paper 
I'liljlislied  hy  uic — The  (  Mder  of  Sons  of  Temperance  and  my 
connection  with  them — The  House  of  Assemldy  of  ]S;}5— My 
brother  in  it — Its  composition — liaUlwin's  attempt  to  form  a 
system  of  resjJoMsihle  j^overnment — Itsfaihire  1»y  the  miscondnct 
f  (Jovernoi  Head  and  the  Family  C'omi)act — Head  forms  an  old- 
fashioned  one — Sidlivan,  Allan,  KImsley  (all  Tories)  in  it — It  is 
oirried  on  in  the  interest  of  the  Compact — Conduct  of  Elmsley — 
(')ianj^e  of  his  religion— W.  L.  McKenzie  and  Charles  Duncombe 
— McKenzie's  defeat  in  Western  York  by  fraud  and  violence. 

THE     DKATH     OF     MV     WIFK,     12TII     DFCEMnKIt,     1855 — 
"IN   Tin:    MIDST  OF  LIFE   WE   AUK    IN    DEATH." 

Tlie  sad  death  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Duraiid,  my  wife,  occurred 
12tli  December,  i<So5.  Tliis  very  sad  event,  tlie  saddest  of 
my  life,  at  the  early  ao-e  of  85  years,  leaving  me  with  an  in- 
terestin<^  family  of  six  dear  ^irls,  then  (juite  young,  the 
youngest  only  a  chill  of  a  year  and  nine  m<inths  old,  cast 
a  great  sorrow  and  gloom  over  my  life  and  household,  and 
over  her  manv  dear  rehitions.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Widow 
Bostwick,  very  far  advanced  in  life,  of  whom  I  have  spoken 
in  connection  with  my  wife  and  her  daughter's  troubles  of 
1S87,  still  lived  in  the  old  liomestead  near  Bloor  Street,  and 
all  my  wife's  sisters  and  brothers,  some  older  than  she  was, 
were  still  alive  and  well.  ]Mr.  R.  A.  Parker,  who  had  n'.ar- 
ried  one  of  the  sisters,  and  Mr.  George  H.  White,  who  had 
married  the  eMest  sister,  and  their  wives  were  alive  and 
in  Toronto.  Her  eldest  brother,  George,  and  his  family 
were  alive.  Her  brother,  Lardner,  who  had  gone  to  Chicago, 
and  was  married,  lived  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.     She 
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Imd  a  liir;^'*'  niiiiiber  of  nciniaintaiicrs  and  frioiuls,  who 
<loe])ly  iiiourncd  hvr  loss. 

'I'he  (loatli  was  (|iiito  uni'.\|)'^ct'il  to  iiic  mikI  allot'  ns,  uiid 
her  sickur'ss  lasted  nnlv  seven  <luvs.  cansi d  liy  cliildMitii, 
We  as  wil'e  and  Imslian*!  had  lived  .so  closely  to^retlicr.  tNer 
enjoyin*;- the  l)1essin<4sor  a  hu})])}' hoiiic,  and  with  adelii^ht- 
ful  younf(  laniily  ol"  ;^drls,  uvula  nit-  f*>el  the  suddi'H  iiis- 
fortnnt;  in  the  keenest  way.  What  can  descrihe  such  a 
sorrow  :*  Wliat  can  e(|iial  it  ?  (Jnly  those  whe  had  l<'\cd 
and  lived  as  we  had  near  nineteen  years  to!;ether,  ;  iid 
love<l  still  thesamc!  at  her  death,  can  a])i)repiate  sneh  a  !'>^s. 
All  the  dear  memories  ol"  IN-JO-7,  all  lh<>  dear  memorit  >  ot* 
our  troubles  then  an<i  in  alter  years  in  ( 'hicaLjo,  all  the  swi  et 
peace  and  comforts  of  a  happy  home,  uio^e  and  eluster-'d 
arouiiil  this  melancholy  death,  and  only  the  l'.op(»  and 
belief  of  a  meetin.'x  in  a  renewed  life  and  heavenly  home 
through  eternity,  could  sustain  us  at  sucli  a  time. 

We  had  spent  the  past  year,  summer  and  autumn  very 
happily  and  in  various  wa^'s  of  pleasure.  It  w.as,  however, 
in  this  year  that  the  terrible 

STOItM    1    HAVJ-:  SPOKKN    (>K  oX    THK    HAY 

in  the  earliest  cliapters  of  this  book,  caught  all  my  family 
and  a  large  company  of  Toronto  ladies  in  a  horse-boat  on 
Toronto  bay  goin^  to  the  Island,  by  which,  foi-  a  tinie,  1 
thon<;ht  we  would  have  all  ]ierishe<l  b}'  leing  upset.  The 
year  was  1S55,  the  month  duly.  It  was  a  very  hot  sum- 
mer day  and  clear  when  we  and  many  others  thoui^ht  we 
would  go  for  coolness  to  the  Island  in  the  old  one-horse- 
boat,  propelled  by  a  horse-power,  a  horse  going  round  on 
the  deck  (front  of  boat) :  a  very  od<l  and  original  way  of 
doing  such  a  thing.  The  wluad'  that  was  used  was  on 
Church  Street.  We  were  perhaps  in  the  middle  of  the  bay 
when  the  hurricane  of  wind  and  rain  l»urst  on  us,  as  if  in  a 
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iniimtL'.  From  the  iiortl)-\vest,  coniifi^'  IVuju  u  ])ri'vi()U'*ly 
clear  .sk}',  <liisliin<^  tin-  water  owv  the  hont,  t\\u\  Imnyiiiij 
it  across  the  luiy,  over}' where  lor  a  tiiiic.  Wi-  wni-  thiveti 
within  a  Hliort  distanct'  of  the  s  )Uth  sljore,  the  horse  was 
MNek'SH.  J  walked  over  tlie  l)()at  as  well  as  1  e«»ul<l  m:h1 
tried  to  culm  my  wile  and  children,  all  of  wliom.  -'ix  jLjirls, 
and  tln'  yoMn;^est.  Jessie,  in  tiie  arnjs  of  lu-r  nurse.  I  have 
a  picture  of  all  the  i^irls,  mudo  tliat  summer  in  a  ;,'nllery, 
and  of  myself  and  wife.  All  the  women.  •'Nce|)t  my  wife, 
were  in  tears.  She  was  always  calm  in  siich  rases,  and  in 
every  crisis.  Once  Itefore,  in  a  runawa}-  hy  a  hor.sc  for  a 
mile,  she  and  a  (hiuchter  at  Woodhrid^'c.  were  in  <hin:^er 
of  de^th,  by  a  terrihlo  runaway.     Slie  was  tlien  also  eilni. 

The  storm  last»Ml  only  perluips  twenty  minutes,  it  passed 
away,  all  was  calm  a;4ain.  As  I  said  wlien  alludinj;  to  this 
case  of  (hinder  before.  It  was  here  tln^  late  Mi.  Wilkes, 
whose  widow  on  I^loor  survives  him,  was  so  cahn,  thfu 
only  a  youni;  man,  and  spoko  so  kindly  and  relii,'iously  to 
my  dau;:;hter  Sarah  Kllen,  now*  3lrs.  Dr.  William  Oldri^ht. 

We  all  thoujlit  we  were  in  the  midst  of  doatii.  My  lie- 
loved  wife  even  in  her  last  scene  on  <'arth,  was  calm, 
althou;^h  in  mucli  ])ain  near  her  last  moments.  She  died 
in  njy  arms,  ^Mzincj  in  love  at  me,  no  rioub't  tliinkinnr  of  ('Ur 
past  life  and  its  loves  and  trials. 

It  is  said  wlien  we  pass  away,  a  few  moments  before 
death,  all  that  is  past  comes  up  in  ou)* 

MKMOHIES  AS    A   PANOHAMA 

before  the  mind.  We  then  pass  away  and  enter  the  dirk 
unknown  to  us,  and  we  hope  the 

(JLORIOI.'S    LAND    Ol"    IMMoUTALITV. 

So  she  died  on  the  12th,  a  terrible  day  to  mo,  surrounded 
by  children,  mother  and  some  sisters,  in  our  beautifu' 
wooded  liomc  on  Yonije  Street. 
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To  dwell  uM  tlu>  Mccnc  of  death  \h  painful.  Dr  AikiiiR 
was  ll'tM'e,  lie  who  is  now.  aii<l  ha.s  heeii,  sick  for  two  yoarn. 
r»ut  how  iiMiiiy  others  \m\o.  had  to  '^o  thn)U;^h  such  a  .sad 
scene-  hushaiuls  IohImj;  wives,  wives  losing  huHlwmd.s, 
parents  losinfj  children.  ( »h  !  that  we  nd^dit  all  he  pre- 
pared to  meet  that  lovin;.;  ( Jod  in  a  hrij^hter  world,  whom 
Jes'ls  .so  beaiitif'iily  d«'pieted  in  the  parahlo  of  the 


|'K(HM(;al  SOX. 

I  promised  to  insert  what  Rryant,  the  poet,  so  heautifully 
wrote,  in  this  part  of  my  hook,  anil  what  \M>vi  HurnH  wrote 
ahout  Ins  Highland  Mary  in  Heaven. 

This  heaiitiful  jMjetry  of  liryant  was  inserted  in  the  Son 
of  Tempcrdnce,  Novendiei*  I  Ith,  lsr)4,  and  is  cut  out  of  one 
of  my  papers. 

Till-:   FrTLUK   LIFK. 


I!V    WII.MA^I    (  ILLKN    HKVAKT. 


Il(»\v  .sli.ill  1  kuiiw  thuo  in  the  H[>here  whicli  ki'ci»H 

Tho  <lisc'iul)()ilic'(l  spirit.s  of  the  dead, 
When  all  of  theo  that  time  couhl  wither  sleeps 

And  peri.shes  anionj.?  the  dust  we  tread  :* 

F<«r  I  shall  fei'l  I  he  stini^  of  ceaseless  pain 
If  there  I  moot  thy  gentle  presence  not  ; 

Nor  hear  the  voice  1  love,  nor  road  a;,'ain 
In  thy  serenest  eyes  the  tender  tlujught. 

Will  not  thine  own  meek  heart  demand  me  there  ? 

That  heart  whcj.se  fondest  throbs  to  me  were  given, 
My  name  on  earth  was  ever  in  thy  prayer, 

Shall  it  be  banished  from  thy  tongue  in  Heaven  ? 

Tn  meadows  fanned  by  Heaven's  life-breathing  wind 
In  the  resplendence  of  that  gloriou.s  sphere, 

And  larger  movements  of  the  unfettered  mind, 
Wilt  thou  forget  the  love  that  joined  us  hero  ? 
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Tho  \i>\ii  that  livi-il  (linm^jli  nil  tlic  Ntoriny  past 
AikI  im'fkly  witli  my  li.irsliei'  nut  mo  Imrf, 

Aii'l  •l»t>|a!r  yrt^'W,  hikI  fi'iidiTiT  tn  tlii'  last, 
SIihII  it  i>x|iii-f  with  life  and  hu  no  niuru  i 

A  liappicr  lot  tlmti  Miiiu>,  and  lar^^rr  li^lit, 

Await  tlwH»  tlu-n-  ;  for  tln«n  hnst  Ixtwt'd  tliy  will 
III  «lu'trfnl  lii>iiia;4i!  !<•  tin-  ndi'  tif  riulit, 
And  lovcst  all,  and  rundiioHt  (jouil  f<>r  ill. 

For  mo,  tlir  gonlid  carcH  in  which  T  dwoll, 

Sjit'iiik  and  cun.Numt'  the  hi'art,  an  hiat  tlif  s«riill 

Ami  wiatli  has  li>ft  its  scar — that  tire  of  hell 
lias  left  it.s  fri^htfid  Hear  upon  my  soul. 

Net,  th<»u;,'h  thou  wear'st  tho  glory  <if  the  sky, 
Wilt  thou  not  keep  the  same  heloved  name, 

The  same  fair,  thoughtful  hrow,  and  <^entle  eye. 
Lovelier  in  Heaven's  sweet  cliniatc,  yet  the  same  / 

Shalt  thou  nut  teach  me,  in  thii      aimer  home, 
The  wisdom  that  I  learned  ho  ill  in  this — 

The  wistloni  which  I  love — till  I  l)eeome 
Thy  tit  com[»anion  in  that  land  of  bliss  : 

] If r  funeral  took  place  on  the  15tli  Decemljer,  and  the 
sun  .slione  out  in  a  most  heautil'ul  maimer,  the  inontli  up 
to  that  time  liavinfj  been  remarkablv  warm.  The  Revel. 
Mr.  Adamson,  the  niinister  in  St.  i'aul's  h'npflish  Churcli, 
ntliciateil.  Amonij:  those  who  attended  was  the  noble 
Robert  13iildwin,  who  went  to  his  last  home  two  years 
after. 

Only  tho.se  who  have  truly  loved  a  woman — who  as 
truly  lovetl  him — can  aj)preciate  the  above  thou<xhts,  or 
tho.'^e  which  here  follow — written  by  the  great  poet  of 
nature,  Burns,  who  couhl  write  as  well  on  the  mournful 
and  pathetic  a.s  on  love.  He  beautifully  expresses  it  in 
these  lines : 


•KltS  ukmims(i:nc[:s  or  ciiaklks  J)UI{ANI), 

"Tliou  lini('riii!j;  star  witli  li'ss'niii^'  ray 

Tliiit  Invest  to  greet  tho  early  morn, 
.\!,'ain  tlioii  nsherest  in  the  tliiy 

My  Miiry  from  my  sonl  was  torn  I 
()1),  Mary  I  dear  departed  shade, 

W'hcru  is  thy  place  of  hlissful  rest  ( 
Scest  thou  tliy  h>ver  h>wly  hiid  :* 

Ileiir'st  thou  the  groans  that  rend  his  hreast  ? 


THE   SOX    (H--   TI;MI'EI:AN(  E    I'AI'En. 

TIk'  cstjil'lislnueiit  of  tlio  Son  of  Tcrn/icrii nrr  newspaper 
by  mc  in  .lannary,  1851  :  its  nsolnlncss  and  <;rcot  circula- 
tion contiiunMl  I'or  Four  j'cars;  it  circulated  all  over  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada.  My  travels  about  it  in  buogies  all 
over  Upper  Canada,  often  with  my  late  dear  wife:  she 
helped  me  to  nianai:;c  it.  An  ollico  was  l)uilt  in  which  to 
write  for  it  and  attend  to  office  duties.  The  ^n'eat  ten\per- 
ance  movement  i'roni  IS  10  to  ISGO.  I  was  an  officer  in  the 
order,     (Join<r  to  \"'ttawa  with  ])r.  Ormiston  in  l<S.52-8. 

A  i:ifreat  movement  took  place  in  the  United  Slates,  com- 
menced chieli}'"  by  the  Sons  of  Tern  pen  nice,  about  1840,  in 
favor  of  the  temperance  movement,  and  (juickly  spread  to 
all  the  British  Prcvinces,  chiefly  in  Upper  Cana<la.  I  took 
part  in  it  iu  18.")0,  became  a  member  of  this  ^reat  organiz- 
ation Ml  Toronto  by  joinino-  the  division  or  lodo-e  called  the 
"Catjuio  Uivision  XumlxM*  (Jne  of  Toronto."  which  was  the 
K  j^.  in  Upper  Canada,  lunnbering  over  800  at  one  time, 
cmbr  inii'  many  of  the  most  active  citizens  of  this  citv. 
Such  ien  as  Withrow's  father  (1  me.ai  the  father  of  Mr, 
Withrow  the  now  President  of  the  i»reat  Ao-i-jenltural  Sh.ow 
Company  of  Toronto).  He,  the  Presi(h^nt,  was  then  only  a 
1/oy  of  l-I-,  and  was  one  of  tiie  ton)perance  cadets.  There 
was,  alon;nj  with  man}'"  divisions,  a  system  of  youths  called 
Cadets,  in  ai-e  avera^finnr  from  14  to  U\  I  think.  Exact  duty 
or  ajxcs  1  don't  imt  <lown,  not  li.'svin^'  the  rules  before  me: 
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but  this  is  not  a  matter  oi'  iiiipurtuncL',  as  it  is  the  niovenient 
I  aiii  spuakirifj  about.  The  cadets  were  trained  to  become 
full  members  at  say  -0  or  21. 

Mr.  Witlirow  was  a  very  active  and  a  very  intellii;ent, 
worthy  man,  as  his  son  is. 

The  Itev.  ^Ii-.  With  row  is  also  a  son  of  the  elder  man 
spoken  of. 

In  1853,  1  ihink,  there  was  a  great  [^atherin^;  of  the  Sons 
of  Temperance  in  Toronto,  and  a  great  procession  with 
Ijands — numbering,  as  it  was  said,  o,0()() — the  largest  ever 
seen  here.  They  came  in  from  all  parts  of  the  surrounding 
counties,  as  far  indeed  as  Hamilton.  There  is  a  report  of 
this  procession  in  the  paper.  At  oue  time  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance numbered  over  lO.OOO  in  Upper  and  Lower  Can- 
ada, and  200,000  in  the  United  States.  Many  speakers 
from  the  United  States  attended  at  this  gatherini"-  amonir 
them  a  gentleman  named  (Jeneral  Carey,  another  from 
Kentucky.  At  tirst,  ladies  were  not  admitted  into  the 
divisions,  later  on  they  were,  and  are  now,  as  they  are  also 
in  the  Templai*  Societies.  The  Sons  had  a  pass-word  auth- 
orizing admission  into  the  division,  given  out  once  a  year, 
V)Ut  no  grips  or  signs  of  recognition  outside.  My  paper 
was  well  got  up  with  illustrations,  and  certain  departments, 
Temperance  the  principal  one ;  then  news  of  the  day,  and 
youths',  poetry  and  literature.  For  that  time,  1851,  its  cir- 
culation was  large,  about  4,000  ;  and  the  various  divisions 
formed  clubs  of  a  dozen  to  20  and  40.  The  names  of  the 
members  are  still  w'ith  me.  The  price  was  J:>1.50  when  it 
was  weekly,  and  S<1  when  it  was  semi-monthly.  It  was  so 
printed  as  to  be  bound,  and  I  have  the  four  volumes  for 
1851-2-8-4  bound.  It  ceased  to  be  printed  at  the  end  of 
1854. 

I  don't  know  the  number  of  Sons  now,  but  they  are  still 
generally  in  existence,  two  divisions,  perhaps  three,  in  the 
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city  ol*  Toronto.  Our  pl(Ml;;o  was  total  abstinence  from  all 
intoxicnting  li(iuors,  unless  prescribed  by  a  doctor  for  a 
specific  disease,  and  we  could  not  use  cider,  about  which 
there  was  a  ^reat  contest  at  first  anion^  the  farmers. 

I  don't  I'eiiKMnber  how  they  i!;ot  over  the  taking  of  the 
Sacramental  wine,  but  believe  it  was  using  the  immediate 
pressed  ^n-ape  wine,  not  fei'mented. 

A  iireat  amount  of  ijood  was  done  in  these  divisions : 
thousands  rescued  from  drunkenness.  There  was  a  small 
fee  payable  as  admission  and  annually,  and  a  small  benefit 
fund  in  case  of  sickness. 

M}'^  wife  and  I  used  to  travel  in  many  counties  to  look 
after  my  paper  an<l  visit  members  in  the  summer,  and  had 
beautiful  rides  in  June,  many  of  which  I  remembei-  with  a 
fond  memory  of  them. 

I  often  lectured  at  gi-eat  temperance  gatherings  in  the 
city  and  country  in  manj"  localities.  A  gentleman,  now  89 
years  old,  used  to  be  with  me,  Mr.  Alcorn  of  Vorkville.  We 
had  great  gatherings  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  and  bands  in 
the  woods.  One  I  attended  was  near  tlie  Falls.  We  had  a 
great  meeting  at  Bytown,  so  called  then,  now  Ottawa,  in 
1852,  at  which  I  recollect  the  celebrated  Dr.  William  Or- 
miston  attended,  Mr.  Farewell  of  (Jshawa,  and  Abisha 
Morst'  of  Canford,  and  many  prominent  men.  I  could,  if 
room  in  this  volume  permitted  it.  mention  many  curious 
incidents  that  happened  during  my  connection  with  the 
society  ;  only  one  will  be  mentioned,  to  show  how  trying 
one's  situation  may  sometimes  be. 

1  had  been  travelling  in  1852  or  1858  from  Brockville 
among  all  the  towns  from  that  place  to  Toronto.  It  was 
the  cholera  year.  Near  Cobourg  a  violent  diarrhoea  at- 
tack came  on  me,  .so  dangerous  in  cliolera  times,  at  this 
place,  and  I  had  to  go  on  in  a  buggy  to  Bowmanville,  where 
I  had  hired  a  horse  and  buggy  to  get  through  the  country, 
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down  and  up  ai^uin.  There  were  tlien  no  railroads  in  the 
country,  only  steainV»oais  on  the  lakes. 

So  bad  had  my  attack  become  that  I  felt  a  little  alarmed, 
and  hsid  no  meilicinc  with  me  (and  it  is  ijillicult  to  teU 
what  to  take  often),  f  had  to  walk  at  ni;^ht  iVom  Mow- 
manville  to  the  lake  port.  I  would  not  take  any  kind  ci* 
li(jUor,  Fo  bore  it  all.  When  I  ^ot  to  the  lake  port  I  had 
to  wait  until  miilni^ht  tor  a  steamer.  I  bore  my  sickness 
until  I  arrived  at  Toronto,  and  by  care  j^ot  well,  and  the 
disease  left  me  on  the  boat  in  great  part  in  my  berth  ;  bat 
my  pledge  was  observed  and  it  was  all  well. 

Some  people  used  to  say  that  the  Sons  ''  drank  behind  the 
door,"  which  was  a  slander,  for  1  believe  the  Sons,  as  I 
was  at  that  time,  were  very  faithful  in  all  their  coi^duct. 

Well,  this  is  an  oasii^  in  my  life  of  four  years  of  useful 
conduct,  as  well  in  aiding  the  good  cause  of  temj^erance  as 
in  publishing  a  very  u.seful  paper  some  part  of  this  period. 
The  Globe  published  my  paper  in  1858-4. 

THE    ASSKMBLY    OF    183'). 

By  looking  at  the  Educational  Dt^partment  book  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Education  F)ureau,  I  tind  that  these 
persons  formed  the  Assembly  in  1835,  among  whom  it  will 
be  seen  are  the  names  of  poor  martyred  Samuel  Lount, 
and  my  brother  James  Durand  of  Hidton.  His  name  made 
my  Streetsville  Orange  Tory  persecutors  more  determined  ; 
they  said  the  name  Durand  was  well  known  to  be  strong 
for  reform,  therefore  they  must  detain  me,  right  or  wrong. 
(See  Chap.  IX  ,  Vol.  2,  Educational  Proceedings  11th  Par- 
liament.) , 

There  were  sixty  members : — James  E.  Small,  Cliarles 
Richardson,  Alexander  C'hisholm,  Charles  Waters,  Thomas 
McKay,  William  Bruce,  M.D.,  Donald  E.  McDonell,  John 
Chesser  (in  place  of  Mr.  McDonell  of  Prescott  Count3%  de- 
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cuasoJ),  'h)\u\  Cook,  liirain  Norton,  William  15.  Wells,  Oi^le 
li.  <}ow.in,  llohort  Jauiieson,  Attorncy-ijIcneiMl  (in  place  of 
♦lohn  II.  lioulton),  Ivlwanl  Mallock,  Jo.sias  Taylor,  .IacoV» 
Sliibley,  .loliu  Sti-ango,  Heniy  W.  ^'ai^er,  John  CJilchrist, 
Samuel  Lount,  Thomas  ]).  Morrison,  M.D.,(Jilbert  McMick- 
in}>%  Harmanus  Smith,  !M.D.,  Thomas  I^irke. 

Bosides  these  there  were  oM  members  elected  such  as 
Charles  l)uncoml»e,  Peter  Perry,  Jjidwell,  Hopkins,  lla^er- 
inan  and  others. 

Of  all  the  men  in  the  Assembly  of  1835,  no  man  was  a.s 
iu'lustrious  as  .McKenzie.  ])r.  Charles  Dnncombe  was  a 
\ery  useful  man,  and  a  leader  in  'educational  matters.  I 
have  a  most  beautiful  speech  of  h.s  on  this  subject.  This 
House  was  clearly  Radical  in  1835,  as  will  be  seen  by  their 
votes  as  reported  in  this  educational  volume,  and  truly 
good.  In  the  year  1830  there  w^as  another  election,  in 
wliich  some  of  the  above  Radical  members  were  defeatc»l 
by  fraud  and  even  violence.  McKenzie  was  cheated  out  of 
his  Peel  election,  Lount  out  of  his  Sin»coe  election  by  base 
means,  generally  by  patents  issued  by  the  Family  Compact 
officials,  who  had  all  the  oHices  at  their  control. 

If  nothing  had  taken  place  before  this  last  election  of 
1835,  the  infamous  means  resorted  to  in  1836-1837  to  de- 
feat the  popular  voice,  and  the  contemptible  tricks  of  the 
poor-law  upstart  Governor  Head,  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  cause  a  rebellion.  Probably  a  meaner  upstart,  a 
more  deceitful  English  snob,  never  crossed  the  ocean,  than 
this  fellow  Head  :  he  thought  himself  of  vast  importance, 
although  he  was  only  a  manager  in  an  official  way  in  a 
poor-law  establishment  in  England,  called  by  an  incapable 
minister  like  Melbourne  to  misgovern  an  important  and 
intelligent  colony  like  Upper  Canada. 

One  would  have  thought  the  result  of  the  American  Re- 
volution (just  ended  in  1783)  would  have  taught  English 
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•    '    -    h     :'  .'.  .    .       :.  :^v.ii  j    :hJ!  '-is     l.-;--    !  r,  It.  .\m'>,] 

S/ii'i'       ■    '   lii     (Wjr'j    •  i ).  M  •;->-i--'!i    *\'  1),''  IKrt  McMicK- 
•ii;.'    i'.,rhiiii:i.    ''"tiiith    M.l »  ,  Tli<  jil.t  •  !'nr!vtv 

: 'iv-i-.i  -  I  !it -••  tiji'i''  \\i\<-  ■'!  !  iMi-MiI'M.-  '•i'cl'  i  s'Ji-lt  a-, 
(.'huiS  I  HiiM  oi;ii'«'.  W-t-y  t'ti'w  liu'vii  KomI^:  i;i,s  H.ij^-ei- 
niaa  itU'i  < <^ \r  •  •■ 

>  -1'  h!  'ii'  !'.•  'I  i:  t!.o  A-'  iii  !y  <'  '  '  i',  11"  uuiii  W'.i-  ny- 
ill  .^hi(''.-  ir  ^;<-K('"i'.':i'-  i 'i"  ^ 'hrn  .*  ■•  I  hi'iroiul '•  v\  "is  .( 
\f,  .:  .'■;  '  i'lHii  )ii"ltt  h-..irr  ^11  ('•lii*-al.i.'i.'..i'  iiiatf<i'>  I 
i,.;\t  (  1  •  .  'iMtitn!  s'M'fM  ll  't'  ''IH  Ml  t.lii*-  Sill  it-ct.  'i'll'» 
r  .    ■•■    UMN      '  »:     '    -iI  ni  l"^!)')    'iri  \V!l!  ''<;■  sci'i;  \>y  ihc'w 

..•,,-      s    .•(•jM/;.  ''   '.IT'    I) '1    \')l(i!nr,  .*ui«!    Iruly 

^M      I  I  .1     t  1  I       V  '  •   f  '        '^      ■        I.     '     i     ••     (■'.•.rf  ir.ii,     i?! 

\vi.ici.  ,-<  ((..      '    ''■••    :if>'.    Ji."'    I  ,       .•. /ii'tjN   u  urv  ■ii'l^att.- i 

}i  ».   V','  r\c't;''  .     I.'  uiit  Miii  !»!'    his  .'NJir.f.'.iC  (loOtiiit)  '.'N    l'U>r 

ijfficiMis,  v.  l.T'  hri'l  a!!  li.f  uliie(.-.s  ".^  t'l'^ir  c<'i:t.  -i. 

U'  iiotliiiii,'-  had  t;M<fn  [.i-uM-  h  tV  it  tl:is  hL<t  '^lectioii  of 
i  S8i'.  Uk'  i!il'uin'j<i>  jiji;;uis  r';s,.rt-  j  t-  ,  in  ).s;>ti-l^^:{7  to  dc- 
fe/it  ihe  ].(ij)uhir  viict:  ;ui'!  '.  f  »  r  ■ctriii;  rihi':  Lriek<  ot'  the 
jKu.>r-i;i 'A  u}i«ti.i  <i't»v.in<<r  11-. <i  iV'iiiJd  hnve  I'ceii  ^ut^i- 
oif'Tit  It'  1-;  '.>'.'  »i  :"'h..'Ht")i  "'-'iIht'  '^  ,  ni>;urier  ii['.-tart,  a 
more  lUibUni:  hjiuli^ii  sw^i,  ..cwi  tro^Bci  tli*.'  ocean,  tl^nn 
ihis  i'e'.'ow  )iii  M  .  he  th'.iiis^ht  ixiiiL^eit'  of  vai^t  iiJi[/ortance, 
althousj^h  lie  v-i-  oji'y  a  inaiiaMfi'  lu  nil  olHoiHl  way  in  u 
poor-law  <  >!tHO!;-.r*i,iprib  iii  En^^'Jand,  caihvl  hy  an  iiicapabh? 
minister  like  Me  ;.-<>urno  to  nus((uveru  v.n  im})<n.'tant  an<l 
mtyHigent  colony  .iki   fpi^  r  Canada. 

Ono  would  havf'  taotight  the  result  ol"  the  AiuericaM  Re- 
volution (just  ended  in  178»3)  would  have  taught  En j^ I ish 
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iiristocr.'its,  wlio  so  nftcn  inisnrovtM'n  Kiii,'l:in'l,  n  less  )n  on 
American  pluck'  iiu'l  indepi'iKlence. 

The  jK'ricxl  i'roin  l.s:{.>  to  l.S*J7  was  one  ol"  the  hkv  t  excitinj^ 
in  Tpper  Cjiniula,  lH';;imiin;4-  with  rcjx'ate*!  iinjx'rtinences 
hikI  insults  to  tlie  House  ol*  Asweniltly,  and  ending  in  niur- 
derin;jf  tlie  j^oopio  at  M<jnt;40inery  Hill  and  coni»|)iin^'  tlio 
Asseinlily  of  lSIJ{)-7.  which  supri-scfjcil  that  (»!'   IN'M 

When  Baldwin  ;tttenij>ted  on  the  2()th  of  Fel)ruarv,  iN.Sf), 
on  tlu'  arrival  ol'  Head,  to  carry  out  tlie  s\'steni  of  llespon- 
sihle  (fovernnient,  which  tlie  Family  Compact  had  not  the 
capacity,  seemin;^dy,  to  understand,  the  As.send)ly  in  exist- 
ence sustained  IJaldwin.  Die  council  chosen  l>y  Baldwin 
consisted  of  three  Ueformers  and  three 'I'ories — K.  IJaldwin, 
Dr.  liolph,  (J.  11.  Dunn,  Wills,  Markland  and  Peter  Uobin- 
son,  a  hrotlier  ol'  th(;  jud;^a'.  This  council  was,  soon  after 
its  formation,  dismissed  and  humV)led  hv  Head  and  a  liamie 
of  secret  advisers.  (I  have  in  the  Sth  Chapter  fully  allud- 
ed to  this  matter).  As  Head  could  not  carry  on  his  Gov- 
ernment without  a  council,  in  the  same  3'ear  lie  chose 
a  'lor}'  council,  composed  of  that,  cliaiiijfoahle,  unrelialjle 
Irishman,  Uohort  Baldwin  Sullivan,  Win.  Allan,  and  ai^ain 
Augustus  Baldwin,  a  Tory  of  a  collateral  Ijranch  of  the 
Kaldwin  family,  and  John  Elmsley.  This  ]Mr.  Elmsley 
seems  to  have  l>een,  in  early  Family  Compact  daj's,  (piite 
an  important  man.  He  was  one  of  tlie  party  wlio  cut  out 
the  rebel  or  McKenzie  steamer  Caroline,  on  Xavy  Island, 
in  18.*38.  He  was  tlie  son  of  Chief  Justice  Flmsley.  Lat- 
terly he  became,  throur^h  his  wife's  influence,  a  most 
superstitious  and  close  Roman  Catholic.  How  a  man  could 
live  to  the  age  of  sixty  and  act  as  a  strong  Protestant,  and 
thus  so  suddenly  change,  seems  an  indication  of  great 
weakness.  No  one  can  blame  another  for  a  rational,  j)roper 
change.  Compare  the  mummery  of  the  Romish  Church 
with  the  plain  simple  preaching  by  8t.  Paul— how  does  it 
30 
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look  ^  A  man  has  a  ri^^ht  to  cIian;^o  his  roli^'ion  it*  he 
thinks  lie  is  wronfj.  i»ut  this  ''entleman  had  livod  to  a 
more  than  middle  a;^o ;  he  was  probahly  over  Hixty  when 
this  sudden  and  <ovat  chan'^e  came  ovor  hiu).  and  all  his 
ancestors  had  l»een  Protestants.  Then,  it*  there  is  a  cl  !in«,'e, 
it  outjht  to  he  to  a  more  rational  system.  What  l'rot»jst- 
ants  think  is  that  Luther,  Calvin  an«l  Kuox  were  rijiht. 
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('IFAPTKIt    XIX. 


Tin:    SIKONI)    tJHAI'IKK    ON'    MY    Ililli;\    AlTKIt     I  .S4  k       \)\\\- 
I'Kll's   (iOVHtN.MKNT    I  NDKIl    I.olll)    .MK'ICAI  IK. 

Tilt'  DniiiiT  A<liiiitii.strutinii(li<l  not  L'luluru.  IIiiMwin  cjinii'  iiitu  powi'V 
li'^.iiii  -  Uespousiblo  (jovcrniuont  cjiniod  tho  «luy  -  A  iiuMlmuhm, 
LoiU  Ml'^iii,  ciuiiu  into  power  from  Kii^'liiiul-  lie  was  gladly  up- 
!u'l<l  ;  ill  oilier  to  protect  Iiiiii  they  walked  in  a  procession  <  f  HOO 
(I  was  Olio  of  llieMi)  to  his  house,  where  thi;  I'eiitral  I'resh} teiiaii 
Lliiinh  lutw  stands  -There  wero  ten  il»lo  transactions  in  Montreal 
— 'l1io  Parliament  l>iiiMin'.:j.s  had  been  burnt — Who  caused  it,  antl 
who  were  conspicuous  in  the  atl'air  ^ — Cue  of  them  was  Allan  N. 
MeNahl)— (Jeoryo  Ittown'.s  career  was  commencod — (Jroat  melt- 
ings of  the  peo[)le  in  Up[)er  Canada  to  sustain  Lord  I'IIlmii. 

This  is  a  very  lon^  aiul  ovcntrul  chapter,  ami  [  iimst  puss 
over  it  as  hastily  as  possible,  j^ivin;^  prominence  to  only  tho 
most  important  events  that  happened  to  the  ministry  of 
Baldwin  and  Lai'ontaine.  ^\y  room  is  getting-  scarce  in  this 
volume.  Mr.  Draper's  ministry,  to  sustain  Lord  JMedcnira 
contention  that  Responsible  Government  in  Canada  had 
not  so  extensive  a  meaning  as  it  had  in  England,  was  justly 
repudiated  by  the  people  at  the  election  in  which  he  was 
defeated.  It  was  the  old  story,  in  fact,  again,  of  the  Family 
Compact's  contention  of  183(),  when  Archibald  iMcLcan 
(the  Chief  Justice  of  Appeal  afterwards  in  Ontario)  fool- 
ishly contended  that  it  amounted  to  "  Republicanism."  The 
fact  being  that  it  means  a  great  deal  more  ;  for,  in  tho 
United  States,  tlieir  government  is  not  really  as  Republican 
as  ours.     There,  the  President  can  veto  any  measin'e.  and 
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hin  Cal)iii('t  an*  irr«'.s|iiH)-il.l(!  to  tin;  j«'<)|»lr:  lir  can  clioc;.st» 
any  n>»m  he  lik<>.s  I'or  Srcn'tmy  of  Strit*'  (tiw  imst  impor- 
tant olllcc),  jiiul  ull  Ills  niinistcrs,  without  nskin;,' tin*  |ht- 
ini.ssion  ol*  Cotii^rcMs  ti»  first  sanction  liis  clioict'  'I'his 
inini>  try  or  ('ai>inet  niiiy  ronimlatfa  policy  untM^^onisti'*  to 
till!  pnl»lic  opinion — ol'  conr.su  tin-  Hous«.'i  f  llrprfscntativt'S 
and  tlic  St-natc  ma}'  l)lock  liis  action,  nwiy  ovtr-i'i<lc  Irs 
veto  \ty  a  twotiiinl  vote. 

Uii'lei*  llcsponsililc  GovornniLMit,  on  tlic  otli<  r  Iwvn'l,  thi; 
Honso  ol'  C'oiiinionH  is  supposed  t')))c  (must  Ik-)  in  harmony 
with  tln'  nn'nistiy,  to  <lo  as  it  dictates,  iind  tli»'  jx'licyol'  tlio 
ono  is  the  policy  of  the  other.  The  jircscnt  I/airier  Gov- 
ernment is  an  example  of  tliis  :  where  it  will  he  set-n  that 
the  country,  as  to  oHicial  aj)pointments,  as  to  ocenn  steam- 
ers, and  of  the  taiifl"  likewiso  of  omif^'ration,  railways,  etc., 
mu^t  he  in  accord  with  the  (Jovcrnmcnt  which  the  House 
of  Commons  su[iports,  which  also  controls  the  revenue's,  as 
it  would  in  lOnjiland.  Lord  Salishurv's  CJoverinnent  there, 
fts  to  (.ircece,  Ireland  or  In<lia,  etc.,  must  he  in  accordance 
witli  the  majority  oj)iiiion  of  the  I  louse  of  Commons.  Now, 
this  was  just  what  the  people  wanted  l)efore  LS.ST,  hut  did 
not  ^^'t  until  I.S41-2.  Who  then  was  the  cause  of  the  re- 
bellion ^  J  fad  not  the  i)eople  contended  for  this  for  40 
years,  and  did  n(jt  Governor  Simcoe  promise  it? 

Lo)-d  iOI<^dn  was  a  man  of  ^.jreat  mental  power  and  ad- 
ministrative ability,  and  superseded  Lord  JMedcalf.  He 
was,  in  all  his  acts,  governed  by  the  <loctrino  established  by 
Baldwin  and  Mr.  Lafontaine,  in  LS4'2,  and  the  latter  was 
afterwards  kni^htc-d  and  w^as  also  a  strong  advocate  of  this 
great  principle.  lie  and  Baldwin  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  Papineau  had  been  right  in  his  general  political  con- 
duct in  Lower  Canada  Ijefore  the  rebellion,  that  the  rebel- 
lion was,  in  fact,  forced  on  the  people,  that  they  rose  on 
account  of  their  oppression  and  the  refusal  of  their  just 
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<leiiiuM)ls,  timt  wliiit  I'apiiiciiti  Iwul  ti>ke*I  in  the  !>2  llrsolu- 
tionHou;;lit  to  have  licfii  '^ranted;  tlimrun',  that  thi^  |)«Mij)h» 
in  Lower  (ana<la  shcjuM  have  hcen  paid  for  their  Iossch 
caused  l»y  the  Wnrol'  \H'M.  It  was  a  disaster  emphatical- 
ly t'orct'd  on  the  i'^reneh  F.ihcrals  hy  Lord  (Jos lord.  I  wrote 
««(ainst  tins  in  I  "■.'l*)-"  in  MeKen/.i(.''s  paptr,  and  om*  Icthr 
of  niin»' app(!an'«I  in  1S*>7,  in  the  sunnner,  sayinj,' " 'I'hat  it 
JMstilit'd  the  takin«;  up  of  ariiiH  on  the  jiart  oi  the  l"'rcnc!i 
Liln-rals."  It  was  the  iilej^'al  removal  or  taking'  of  XJ}  1,000 
sterlin;^'  from  tlui 

I'VI'.r.I''    CIIKST 

hy  Lord  Ciosftnd  to  pay  the  Judges  and  Provincial  l*i.\»'on- 
tive  ollicers,  hccar.iio  that  I'npineau's  party  had  stoppeil  tho 
Government  su])[>lirs  on  the  i^round  that  that  (lovei'nment 
would  not  redress  tlu;  j^ricvances  of  the  people  set  fori /t  hi, 
the  01  Rt'fiuluilons,  'I'his  is  a  popular  ri^^ht  known  to  tiie 
House  of  Commons  for  tw(j  iiundred  years  ;  in  England  it 
was  a  sacred  one,  as  sacr«'d  »is  the  (\|ueen's  throTie  il.self. 

The  (hanij;<.'m('n  (led  l»y  ninny  very  Imd  nun  in  the  ranks 
of  the  order  of  the  tijiie,  from  I8;}7  to  1<S.'j4,  such  as  (),  R. 
(Jowan,  of  P)rockvil!e,  and  many  in  Toronto)  took  an  un- 
constitutional course  and  ;irossly  insulted  Lord  Ll^in  in 
many  places,  especially  in  Toronto,  where  a  public  body  of 
citizens,  as  above  said  (of  whom  I  was  onej,  walked,  armed, 
in  a  public  walk  from  the  steamboat  landini^  to  his  liouse 
on  (benville  Street,  in  order  to  protect  his  personal  safety 
with  the  police,  and  this  was  because  he  had  sii^ned  tho 
Keb(!llion  Losses  Jjill  in  favor  of  those  who  in  IS.'57-.S  had 
had  their  property  destroyed  hy  a  military  despotism.  A 
similar  bill  should  have  pas.sed  in  Upper  Canada  ;  but,  of 
course,  that  was  then  impossible.  If  the  people  were  ri<;ht 
(as  Loi"<l  Durham  .said  in  his  Kn;^lish  repoi't),  A\y  should 
those  who  resisted  unjust  acts  be  made  to  .'-ufl'er  the  lo.s.ses 
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inllicted  by  tli(!  ival  cause  of  tliu  roltullion?  Wliy  should 
my  projuji'ty  liavc  l)e('n  de.stroyod,  or  tlie  house  ol"  Gibson 
on  Yciifjfe  Street  have  Iteen  burnt  ? 

'J'hc  violent  conduct  of  those  Oraiif^omen  (falsely  so-call- 
ed) and  of  ni;iny  us  violent  'J'ories  in  Montreal  (assisted  by 
such  ni.'ii  as  ^IcNabb  in  Upper  (^mada)  resulted  in  the 
destruction  of  the  i'arlianient  House  at  ^Montreal,  and  the 
Public  T-.ibraiy  in  1849.  The  seat  of  (government  was,  in 
consc(juence,  moved  to  (^)uobec  in  or  about  18.')2-o.  It  was 
lield  there  when  (Jeorire  Brown  h.'id  e-ot  into  the  House  of 
Commons  from  Landj'on.  and  connnenced  making  his  oTcat 
a;;itati<)n  in  the  country  about  the  encroachments  of  Popery. 
Mr.  IJrown's  first  attempt  at  candidacy  for  Parliament  was 
in  Haldimand  with  William  Lvon  McKenzie.  in  1848  or 
]84(),  where  he  wassi^^aiall}''  beaten  liy  the  latter. 

Notwithstandi'.ig  McKenzie's  banishment,  the  riot  at  liis 
home  in  Toronlo  in  1840  after  his  return,  all  hi:-  old  expul- 
sinns  by  Hagermans  and  ]\IcXabb's  means,  notwithstanding 
his  Isiavy  Island  attenivt,  he  ro?dly  was  e::ceedinL;ly  popu- 
lar in  Upper  Canada,  and  could  probably  in  18.")0  to  1858 
have  been  elected  in  twenty  constituci5ciesin  that  I'rovince. 
This  was  because  (although  hasty  and  foolish  in  the  Yonge 
Street  affair)  he  had  been  contending  for  a  great  princijile, 
against  a  corrupt  and  oppressive  set  of  officials,  of  whom  I 
have  written  so  much  in  previous  chapters 

Tlie  burnino-  of  the  Parliament  13uildino-s  at  Montreal — 
1849 — was  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  transactions  that 
ever  took  place  in  Canada,  or  in  any  Jjritish  provinces.  It 
ci'cated  a  wonderful  excitement  in  Canada  and  throui^hout 
America.  Unfortunately  for  the  name  of  Tory,  it  was 
done  by  the  so-called  leaders  of  that  part}'.  But  allow  me 
to  say  that  they  were  not  true  representatives  of  our  Con- 
servatives of  1897  or  previous  years  for  a  generation.  The 
(^Conservatives  of  this  generation,  going  as  far  back  as  1875, 
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are  much  inure  moderate  men,  ready  to  accede  to  any  reas- 
onable reforms.  It  i.s  true,  we  hear  of  xGry  bad  contracts 
about  canals,  railroads  and  job  work  of  all  kinds  in  (^)uel)ec 
and  the  Maritime  Provinces,  unfortunately  often  corrupt, 
wliich  are  made  in  view  of  advancin-^  the  interests  of  indi- 
vidunl  contractors,  and  not  those  of  the  countrv.  Ijut  I 
fear  that  both  parties  may  be  more  or  less  guilty  of  such 
thinfTs.  It  is  to  be  lioped  the  Laurier  r<^o-ime  will  refrain 
from  this  corruption.  The  Conservatives  of  Ontario  con- 
sider d  upon  the  whole,  like  the  Reformers,  mean  well  for 
their  country  ;  like  the  Reformers,  they  are  ready  to  adopt 
necessary  reforms  ;  so  that  the  name  of  cither  party  has 
ceased  to  be  sif^nilicant  in  this  respect.  In  the  ranks  of 
each  there  are  no  doubt  exceptions  of  corruption  or  fail- 
ure of  duty,  as  it  was  in  1837. 

Then,  with  this  digression,  who  weie  to  blame  for  this 
most  deplorable  and  wicked  act  ?  I  know  of  no  one  more 
to  blame  than  McNabb,  a  man  who  had  lived  in  political 
corruption  since  1828  in  Upper  Canada.  Sir  John  A.  Mac- 
donald  was  then  a  comparatively  yount]r  man,  not  more 
than  tliirty-five  years  old.  He  had  not  been  in  any  promi- 
nent political  position,  but  was  in  the  Draper  Administra- 
tion, I  think,  as  Solicitor-General.  Hj,  no  doubt,  was  in 
Montreal  assenting  to  the  act  in  a  general  way.  Wibiam 
Hume  Blake  took  a  ver}''  active  part  with  other  strong 
Reformers  in  stopping  it;  but  all  in  vain.  Stoning,  shout- 
ing, threatening  at  Lord  Elgin,  if  not  actual  violence,  were 
used:  so  much  so  that  he  was  in  danger  of  his  life.  The 
corrupt  tail  of  the  Upper  Canada  Compact  were  there 
with  McXabb,  as  well  as  many  rascals  of  JMontreal — called 
intluential  men.  The  act  was  rejoiced  at  in  Upper  Canada 
b}''  the  old  Compact's  friends  everywhere.  The  Hagermans, 
the  Drapei.s,  the  Jones,  and  even  Dr.  Strachan's  friends  (I 
hope  not  the  Ryersons),  secretly  worked  for  and  approved 
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of  this  act  ot'  tlie  hero  oi'  Navj'  Isliuul — the  hero  of  the 
arre.sts  of  unofi'endinsj:  Reforniers  and  the  burninos  at 
Montf,^omery  Hill,  all  over  L'pper  Canada,  including  my 
own  arrest,  and  that  of  my  wife  in  Hamilton. 

Has  it  not  appeared  to  my  readers  in  the  description  of 
this  lady's  arrest  in  Hamilton,  that  it  was  strange  that 
McNabb,  who  was  in  command  of  the  ruHians  in  Hamilton 
in  1^37  and  1838,  should  never  have  otlered  any  apology 
for  or  en([inred  into  such  an  act  ?  He  pretended  to  be  a 
very  gallant  man  to  ladies,  nmst  have  known  of  this  base 
conduct,  yet  never  punished  the  [perpetrators  or  made  any 
apology !  I  believe  that  the  fellow — limping  and  imperti- 
nent— called  Sheriff  Allan  McDonnell,  of  Hamilton,  who 
was  an  aide-de-camp  of  McXabb  at  Navy  Island,  had  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  the  outrage  on  this  lady,  and  must 
have  known  of  it.  The  burning  of  her  Majesty's  Parlia- 
ment House  was,  too,  such  a  conspicuous  act  of  loyalty 
for  such  exceedingly  lo\'al  men  as  the  McXabb  crew ! 

Did  they  think  when  they  stoned  and  mobbed  Lord 
Elgin  who  lie  was — whom  he  represented  ?  "A  fig,"  said 
they,  "for  her  Majesty  the  Queen  if  our  interests  (their  con- 
temptible interests  !)  stand  in  the  way."  Yes,  their  inter- 
ests, the  rascals,  were  what  made  them  refuse  responsible 
government  to  Upper  Canada  for  fifty  years  and  cause  the 
rebellion  !     Out  upon  such  bastard  loyalty  ! 

To  consummate  this  act  many  of  the  pre-movers  got  up 
a  loyal  programme  of  annexation  to  the  United  States.  I 
do  not  know  that  McXabb  signed  it,  but  dozens  of  his 
friends  did.  The  procession  of  500  in  which  I  walked,  to 
protect  her  Majesty's  envoy  in  Toronto  on  his  arrival, 
formed  a  strange  contrast.  We,  the  alleged  rebels  of  1837, 
walked  in  loyalty  to  keep  order  and  sustain  her  Majesty's 
Governor- General ! 

The  then  few  groaning  Orangemen  (false  in  that  period), 
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if  they  had  darod,  would  liave  used  violence  in  Toronto  to 
Lord  Eloin.  What  .strange  chaniices  circumstances  make  ! 
Lord  Ki^dn  was  afterwards  the  (lOvernor-Cleneral  ol*  Lidia, 
a  trusted  envoy  in  China,  wlio  did  services  for  lMiL,dand. 

Petitions  by  the  hundred  poured  in  I'rom  all  parts  of 
Upper  Canada  su>taininf^  his  course  in  Montreal,  and  the 
^nieute  hlew  over  in  a  few  years.  Yes,  these  very  men, 
and  McNabb  was  one  of  them,  took  some  of  the  French  of 
Lower  Canada  into  a  patched-up  Union  (jJovernment  to  see 
if  they  could  feather  their  nests  a^^'ain  with  public  money, 
and  John  A.  ^lacdonald  took  into  his  Government  (»eor<(e 
E.  Cartier,  one  of  tlie  n^ost  violent  of  Papineau's  friends  of 
LS:]7-38. 

Strange  to  sa}",  the  Tories,  especially  ^IcXabb  and  his 
somewhat  similar  friend,  John  A.  Macdonald,  could  accom- 
modate themselves  to  any  position.  I  have  sometimes 
thounht  that  after  thev  bui'nt  down  the  Parliament  House 
at  Montreal  and  issued  a  proclamation  for  annexation,  they 
would  have  gone  for  plunder  to  Washington !  IJut  are  the 
Reformers  (the  modern  Keformers)  any  better?  Politicians 
often  sleep  in  the  same  beds,  although  at  one  time  it  seems 
ay  if  they  could  liave  cut  each  other's  tlnvats.  Li  office  or 
out  of  it  makes  a  wonderful  ditierence  with  people,  especi- 
ally old,  hard-headed  politicians.  One  thing  I  always 
noticed  in  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  :  he  was  hard  on  anyone 
concerned  in  the  Rebellion  of  Upper  Canada,  but  easy  with 
those  of  Lower  Canada.  Do  you  know  why  ?  Because 
the  former  were  not  so  numerous  or  influential ;  the  latter 
held  the  keys  of  power  by  their  numbers  and  their  priests. 

Oh,  what  a  difference  it  makes  whose  ox  is  gored  !  Even 
the  rabid  political  scapegrace  McNabb  fraternized  with 
Lower  Canada  rebels.  Xo  rebellion  would  ever  have  occur- 
red in  Upper  Canada  if  Lower  Canada  had  not  first 
resorted  to  arms,  and  invited  the  ultra-Reformeis  of  Upper 
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Cuiiada  to  <lo  so.     Do  the  present  race  of  men  know  tliis  ? 
Wlio  thus  was  the  most  to  hhime  ? 

A  f^reat  wave  ol'  Annexationism  seems  to  have  come  over 
Cana<ia  in  1848-0.  The  Tory  movements:  Newspapers 
establislied  :  The  Novtlt  Amcrlcdn,  by  William  Mc])ou<;all  ; 
The  Pilot,  by  Hincks;  The  Leader,  by  James  Beatty;  The 
tSon  of  I'emperance,  by  Ciiarles  Durand,  in  Toronto;  The 
Advocate;  The  }Y\tness,  in  j\Iontrea],  and  many  otliers  in 
various  parts,  from  1848  to  1855.  Hugli  B.  Wilson  and  The 
Jnde2-)endent  only  lasted  a  sliort  time  in  the  movement. 
The  Canadians  liad  no  cause  or  reason  to  aid  such  a  move- 
ment, but  with  many  a  sudden 

GF.NiaiAF.   MOVEMENT 

came  into  their  minds  in  the  cast  and  west  about  annexa- 
tion to  the  United  States,  in  the  year  184S,  and  contempo- 
raneously with  the  burning  of  the  Parliament  House. 
Manv  men  since  that  time — a  few  are  still  alive — have 
openly  and  secretly  favored  this  movement.  A  largo  an- 
nexation declaration  was  signed  in  i\Iontreal,  and  was  also 
signed  to  a  small  extent  in  Upi)er  Cana<3a,  in  favor  of  this 
idea  by  men  afterwards  prominent  on  the  Tory  and  Reform 
sides  of  politics.  Among  them  were  such  men  as  these  : 
Sir  Alexander  Gait,  a  verv  talented  man  :  Mr,  Abbott,  a 
late  Prime  ^Minister  of  Canada,  and  a  great  lawyer  of  Mon- 
treal ;  also,  I  believe,  Mv.  Rose.  These  three  were  knighted 
afterwards.  ^Iv.  Abraham  Farewell,  of  Oshawa,  in  Whitby, 
advocated  it.  Huii'h  B.  Wdson,  son  of  the  celebrated  John 
W^ilson,  of  Hamilton,  once  Speaker  of  the  Upper  Canada 
Legislature,  and  the  close  friend  of  Allan  N.  McNabb, 
whose  entry  into  the  Toronto  Assembly  he  caused,  went  to 
Washington  to  see  how  he  could  influence  public  men  there 
and  in  New  York  State.  Amoncp  the  men  whom  he  souMit 
to  influence  were  Governor   Fish   and   Secretary  Marcy. 
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IIii^li  V).  ostablished,  aii'i  publislicil  for  ji  time,  a  pajK-r 
called  The  Independent.  Sentiments  will  run  in  the  1>1<jo<.1. 
Itcjniblicanisni,  like  slaveiy,  seems  to  run  in  the  l>lood. 
(Jld  Speaker  John  Wil>on  came  with  liis  In'other  to  Ham- 
ilton from  the  United  States.  Althou^-h  at  iirst  they  were 
quite  democratic,  John  became  a  thick  Famil}'  Compact 
man  and  an  oflice-holder  all  his  life.  He  was  inspector  of 
licenses  and  stills  (at  that  time  a  j^^Dod  otHce)  all  his  life,  ii\ 
Wentworth.  His  sou,  James  Wilson,  was  once  mavor  of 
the  town  of  Hamilton,  in  1S37. 

UPS   AND   DOWNS — CIIAXfiKS    IX    IVJl.lTICS. 

Sir  Francis  Hincks  married  llol»ert  Baldwin  Sullivan's 
wife  late  in  life.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  latter 
gentleman  was  a  thick  and  thin  supporter  of  the  Family 
Compact  up  to  18*39,  doing  all  their  dirty  political  work, 
and  often  filling  a  plurality  of  oflices.  He  was  chosen  to 
be  the  moving  and  active  executive  councillor,  in  1880,  by 
Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  with  old  Mr.  Allan  and  otheis, 
after  Kobert  Baldwin's  Responsible  Government  Council 
of  1N8G  was  dishonestly  dismissed  by  Head.  Mr.  Sullivan 
was  the  brother-in-law  of  Baldwin. 

Mr.  Baldwin  acted  sensibly.  He  put  his  foot  dovrn  at 
once  on  this  annexation  emeute.  It  would  have  been  a 
most  ungrateful  thing,  just  when  Enghmd  had  Xi^ry  pro- 
perly given  the  Canadians  Responsible  Government,  if  they 
had  gone  over  to  the  United  States.  JJut  the  ]\IcXabb 
Tories  had  commenced  it  by  raisin^'  the  outcry  about  the 
Lower  Canada  Rebellion  Losses  Bill,  and  burning  down 
the  Parliament  buiklinofs.  Many  who  simied  this  annexa- 
tion  manifesto  were  mairistrates  (Farewell  among  them) 
and  were  dismissed.  It  was  said  that  John  A.  Macdonald 
encouraged  the  movement.  This  I  do  not  know.  The 
Montreal  fire-eatino-  merchants  were  the  most  violent.    But 
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for  Montrcil  notliiiif^  c«ju1«1  liavu  l>con  worse,  in  my  opinion, 
thiui  this  voiy  nioveiiient.  It  blow  over  when  jMeNabb 
got  into  tlui  Miiiistiy  as  Preniier. 

He  suitl  lie  CiUud  not  any  nioi-f  for  politics  or  ftnythini»'. 
but  railrou'ls  were  his  cry,  railways  were  his  politics. 
]\lany  of  my  readeis  will  rcmemb'r  a  certain  County  Court 
Jutlgc,  a]tnointt-Ml  in  llamiltcju,  named 

JoSKl'll    DAVIS   OF    lIAMII.roX, 

the  nephew  of  Ashael  Davis  of  Nelson,  who  loancMJ  me  a 
liorse  to  go  to  Hamilton  to  see  m^''  wife,  on  the  Mh  <lay  of 
December,  1S37.  Well,  this  ;.^entleman,  Josejih  Davis,  had 
done  some  so-called  useful  acts  for  Allan  X.  ]\IcXabb,  one 
of  which  was  to  sell  him  his  mother's 

HOMESTEAD    NEAR    STONEY    CHEEK, 

on  which  he  had  some  mortgage  claim,  as  I  understood  :  in 
consequence  of  which  his  mother  and  sisters  were  turned 
out  of  it. 

I    HAVE    KNOWN    OF   SOME    VEllV    POOR 

County  Court  Judges ;  but  this  man  was  the  worst  I  ever 
knew.  He  was  succeeded  by  idr.  Miller,  who  was  a  very 
fair  man,  and  ordinarily  efhcient. 


OF    TnlJnXiO,    llAl'JtlSTKK. 
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Tlir  I'lliiko  ;iii<l  S;in(lti'-'1(1  Miicdon.iM  Guveriniu'iit  onibiMLilii'— IMiic- 
tloiiJiUrs  conduct  ;is  Vreiiiicr — (JoMvvin  .Sniirir.s  opinion  of  him — 
My  aitiiointnicnt  — Wluit  is  treason  ?— Col.  Tjilixit  ;inil  Dv.  Dini- 
loj) — EL(crton  Ilyorson  juul  .lost'iih  llmne — ^Macdonnltl's  Cabinet 
— Blake  as  a  politician — Tlie  lV)i)e'.s  act — Benedict  Arnolil. 
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EDWAKl)    ]',L.\KK    AND   .lOHN    SANDI'IELT)    MAri)()yAI.I). 

One  of  the  mo<lern  episodes  in  Ontario's  history  mms  the 
displacing  in  1.S70-1  of  lion.  John  Sandtield  Macdonald 
by  Kdward  Blake,  by  means  of  a  political  llnkc,  a-niean 
political  trick,  takin<x  the  advantajxe  of  the  election  of  the 
ministers  of  Sandtield,  wlio  liad  to  p^o  out  to  be  elected, 
thus  leaving  a  small  majority  against  him  in  the  Mouse  in 
IJlake's  favor.  One  Macdonald  man,  Mr.  Mac^b•lnus  of  ]\rono, 
changed  his  former  manner  of  voting,  and  through  poli- 
tical promises  given  the  political  turncoat,  Wood  of  Brant- 
ford,  went  over  to  Blake,  who  as  a  rev.'ard  (political  I 
mean)  was  afterwards  made  tlie  Chief  Justice  of  j\binitoba, 
an  office  disgraced  b}'  his  oddities  and  otlier  conduct.  He 
Wcis  called  ever  afterwards  "  Speak  now,"  as  he  was  told  to 
speal:  against  his  Premier  at  a  given  time. 

Feb.,  1897,  Professor  Goldwin  Smith's  opinion  is  thus 
given  about  the  merits  of  this  shamefully  abused  Premier. 
His  abilities  were  above  those  of  Mowat,  whom  Blake  got 
to  leave  his  position  on  the  bench  and  mingle  in  the  polit- 
ical arena. 

CURRENT   TOPICS,    J5Y   GOLDWIN    SMITH,  FEJUIUARY,    1897. 

Among  the  achievements  of  Mr.  Edward  Blake,  rehears- 
ed at  the  presentation  of  the  portrait  the  other  day,  was 
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liis  I'ainous  victory  over  Saiulliokl  MucdoiuiM.     In  (Jrit  an- 
nals this  probaMy  stands   us  a  triumph   of  austere  virtue 
over  political  corruption.     A  triumph  of  austere  virtue,  of 
very  austere  virtue,  it  undoubtedly  was,  but  not  over  polit- 
ical corruption.     There  was  no  nonsense  about  fSandlield 
Macdonald.     He  did  not  pretend  to  be  anytliin^  but  a  party 
politician,  thoroughly   unsentimental,  holdinj^  liis  party  to- 
gether and  playing  its  game  by  the  usual  tactics,  and  in  tho 
common  way.     Yet  he  was  a  faithful  and  watchful  guardian 
of  th.e  public  interests,  and,  above   ail,  of  the   public  chest. 
He  owed  his  position  not  merely  to  his  skill  as  a  politician, 
which  strangely  deserted  him  at  the  last,  but  to  the  <:eni- 
ality  of  his  character,  and  his  stauncliness  as  a  comrade 
and  a  friend.     What  is  connnonly  called  magnetism  is  not 
indispensable  to  a  leader.     Neither    Pitfc  nor  Peel  had  it. 
But  it  was  known  that  their  hearts  were  warm.     They 
were  unselfish,  devoted  to  the  corporate  interests  of  their 
party,  and  alwa}  s  true  to  their  friends.     SandHeld  Mac- 
donald,  however,  had  warmth  of  manner  as  well.     There  is 
nothing  imposing  or  romantic  about  his  figure.     He  is  now 
almost  forgotten.     But  when  his  name  is  brought  up  in 
connection  with  his  defeat,  those   who  knew  him  will  bear 
witness  that  we  may  think   ourselves  very  fortunate  if  we 
do  not  fall  into  worse  hands. 

Blake,  after  displacing  Sandtield  by  this  trick,  that  of 
gaining  over  the  "  Brantford  sneak,"  Wood,  and  humbug- 
ging a  subservient  House  of  Assembly  of  poor  Grit  tools, 
went  to  Ottawa,  where  he  remained  a  while.  He  there 
proved  his  weakness  as  a  leader  and  left  McKenzie ;  quar- 
relled politically  with  him,  some  say  tripped  him  up.  After 
a  few  years  he,  a  so-called  Protestant  (his  wife  a  strong 
Protestant),  went  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Irish  in  Ireland  ; 
there,  with  bishops  and  politicians,  held  political  meetings 
on  the  Sabbath,  hob-nobbed  with  them,  never  did  any  good, 
and  is  there  now. 
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Ho  has  licc'U  lor  iiiany  years  tlie  paitl  counsel  lor  tlie 
Mowat  (lovernment  in  Trivy  Council  cases. 

He  is  proud,  conceited,  and  vacillating. 

A  mean  political  tricU  was  play e<l  on  poor  Mr.  Macdonald 
and  his  colleagues,  M.  0.  Cameron,  Stephen  Richards  and 
Mr.  Carlinf,',  of  London,  and  it  will  (its  memory)  stick  to 
him  as  Ion l;- as  he  lives,  and  injure"  his  character  politically. 

I'OMTKAI,    Al)V.\NTAf;ES 

fairly  won,  such  as  that  (jI"  Mr.  Laurier  at  Ottawa,  are 
commendable;  of  course,  some  say  he  j^^ot  in  hy  niakin;^ 
pledges  of  what  he  would  <lo  for  the  piiests' party  in  (»)ue- 
bec  on  the  School  Question  ;  but  I  <lon't  place  much  stress 
on  that. 

His  course,  on  the  wliole,  was  fair.  If  he  had  the  gen- 
eral vote  of  the  Orangemen  it  was  because  Sir  (Jharles 
Tupper  had  taken  a  most  inic^uitous  course  the  other  way. 

It  may  be  said  Mr.  Laurier  is  a  fair  and  clean  politician 
on  the  whole.  I  don't  like  the  manner  things,  of  late,  hav^e 
been  going  on  in  Rome  for  his  interests  with  the  Pope. 
The  Pope,  as  the  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cliurch,  has 
a  right  to  advise  as  to  the  general  interests  of  his  church 
(or  the  church  of  his  ancestors),  but  not  to  meddle  with  the 

private  political  quarrels  of  Canada  in  the  School  Question. 


TIiE   CONDUCT   OF   EDWARD   BLAKE 

in  politics  has  been  uniDvincipled  and  vacillathuj.  When 
he  displaced  Sandtield  it  was  because,  he  said,  he  did  not 
consult  the  House  sutticiently ;  but  the  moment  he  got  the 
control  he  led  them  by  the  nose  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  did  in- 
finitely worse  than  his  predecessor.  He  is  and  always  was 
a  proud,  conceited  lawyer ;  the  same  as  a  politician,  and  i:i 
the  courts  with  the  judges  he  is  dictatorial.      As  for  priii- 


1 


1 


4S,S 


i;kmini.s('kxce.s  of  cjiaiu.ks  DrijAXi), 


mi !  s 
M    ] 


cii»le,lu!  cm  bilk  <>f*  it  ;  !»ut  wlion  a  |>inch  coiuos,  tlic  ]'i'in- 
ciplc  is  <iiiitc  s(?C()n(iMry.  He  is  not  so  clover  us  liix  iatlKT 
was,  not  so  «,'t'ntl<.')Hiiiil}-  or  lcarnc<l.  I  never  huw  any  civ- 
ilit}'  (I  say  real  (^cntieinauly  civility)  in  In'ni  or  his  hrutlur, 
I'Ut  liis  tatlii-r  sienieil  to  me  a  very  j^entlcinanly  uv\u. 
►Shortly  Ijel'ore  his  death,  now  over  20  years  n^'o,  1  met  him 
on  tlie  street  cars,  and  he  was  very  I'riemlly  with  me,  shook 
me  by  the  hand,  wished  me  well  and  hoped  that  I  was  yet 
ahle  to  enjoy  lil'o.  1  was  (jiiite  struck  with  his  marked 
friendliness,  lie  was  a  \  ery  handsome  man,  and  liad  not 
the  foxy  look  or  sneer  of  either  of  his  sons, — a  sneer  which 
is  as  mucli  as  to  say,  "  I  am  a  Ljreat  man — greater  than  you  ; 
hold  the  stirrup  of  my  horse  for  me  to  mount." 

])o  such  men  thiidc  that  the  shrewd  observers  of  man 
can't  see  what  they  are  ? 

\\u\.  Hume  lUako,  at  liis  death,  was  so  careful  of  avoid- 
ing public  notice  or  observation,  or  llattery  of  man,  that 
he  or  his  friends  (at  his  desire)  were  not  allowed  to  know 
the  liour  of  liis  burial.  I  thought  this  was  much  to  his 
credit.  For  this  reason  I  could  not  attend,  which  I  would 
have  desired  to  have  done. 

SANDFIELD     MACDON'ALD's     CABINET,     CAMKUOX,     RICHARDS, 
CARLIN(i    AND   "  SI'EAK    NOW  "   WOOD. 

These  men  were  honoraV)le,  useful  and  talented  men. 
Wood  was  a  very  clever  fellow,  but  a  sneak  in  politics  and 
had  no  principle.  He  was  the  man  (say  Judas  Iscariot) 
that  betrayed  Sandfield  Macdonald  to  Edward  Blake  and 
was  called  "  Speak  now,"  as  he  spoke  out  on  the  betrayal. 
M.  C.  Cameron  had  no  eiiual  in  Canada  for  candor  and 
openness  of  character  and  firm  principle.  Sandfield  was  a 
Roman,  but  liberal  Catholic.  He  had  no  Ci'amped  ideas, 
was  not  a  priest-ridden  man,  and,  oti^ciall3^  cared  as  much 
for  a  Protestant  as  a  Catholic,  as  a  man  should.     It  is  the 
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way  with  me,  althou^'h  I  am  p'nt'rally  known  amon^'  l)ij;- 
oted  ('iitholics  ns  very  much  ()|»|)()Nod  to  thrm.  It  is  not 
correct;  I  respect  a  man  not  Tor  his  particular  cn'cd,  hnt 
for  his  ^oneral  diaractcr.  A  priest-ridclrn  man,  he  ho 
Catholic  or  I'rotestant,  is  oH'cnsive  to  mc. 

M.  ('.  Cameron  and  Ste|)hen  Hichards  wen;  free-thirdvi!rs, 
not  reli'dous  men  as  we  tnnlerstand  the  word.  With  tlio 
latter  I  have  had  many  convei-.sations  on  relii^ion.  With 
the  relii,dous  opinions  of  Wood  and  CJarlin^  J  wau  unac- 
(juainted,  hut  the  latter  was  a  tine  husinesH  man. 

With  this  man  Wood  I  had  a  conversation  once  in  ISd.') 
on  the  railway,  as  I  was  ^oin<^  from  ljondon,on  the  suhject; 
of  the  Macdonald  (Jovernnient  ahout  to  comnx^nce.  lie 
was  then  violent  in  its  denunciation  an  1  of  all  coalitions. 
Not  Ion;,'  after  to  ni}'  sur[)riHe  he  had  joined  this  viwy  Cov- 
ernment,  and  was  for  five  years  a  violent  supporter  of  it! 
M<*re  was  inconsistency  ;  but  that  was  his  ^'.;neral  character. 
Judas  Iscariot  was  close,  so  fiir  as  the  moneydmgs  were 
concerned.  Remember  how  cand'ul  he  was  (pretended  to 
be  about  the  poor);  he  was  alarmed  that  so  much  ointment 
should  l»e  spent  on  Christ's  body.  Vet  the  rascal  betrayed 
Christ  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver. 

Some  of  the  noI>lest  men  have  been  sceptical  in  their  re- 
ligious belief  ;  some  ot  the  meanest  of  God's  creatures  Jiave 
been  religious  in  name. 

Egerton  llyerson  attacked  Josepli  Hume  in  London, 
En;,dand,  in  1834-5,  because  he  was  sceptical,  although  the 
<rreatest  friend  to  the  Keformers  and  the  truest  of  (yanadian 
p-jpporters  of  Responsible  Government.  Yet  this  man, 
Egerton  Ryerson,  was  contriving  at  that  time  to  put  down 
Bidwell  and  Perry  and  Responsilde  (Jovernment  in  (-anada 
by  caballing  with  Head  in  Toronto,  and  advising  with  the 
enemies  of  the  Colonies  in  England,  as  well  as  with  old 
fogy  Tories  in  Canada.  Which  of  the  men  was  better — 
31 
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till'.  }ir(»ruHS(!«lly  ioli;^'ious  mun  or  lln'  ojumi  and  lioiicist 
.scoptie  i  To  my  luiii'l  tin;  hitUT.  So  .hiiU.s  l^carot.  witl» 
his  lov(<  for  tluf  poor  aii'l  his  stickiii;;'  last  to  thu  inoru^y- 
I  a;^s,  artorwanls  conspini!  with  thi^  Hi;,^li  I'riest  und  San- 
hcth'ini  at  JiTUsaloin  to  till  his  pock'ts  by  tiio  hctrayul  of 
ilcsus,  wlioni  hu  know  to  bo  hotast,  puro  ami  truf. 

Away,  away  with  such  iiiiscivuiils  I'roiii  tho  world ! 
(Jiiilty  ho  kiuivv  lie  was.  Ho  wi'nt  and  hai»;^'«rd  iiimsolf,  and 
tluvw  his  tliirty  pieces  into  thu  faces  of  tlie  wicked  Sauiie- 
drin>  priests,  and  said  on  the  ;^oi11iiwm,  "I  h.ivo  betrayed  tho 
innocent  bIoo«l !" 

What  kind  of  feeiin;^-  must  tlio  betrayer  of  p(jor  Sand- 
lield  have  had  on  his  death-be-l,  vslifn  ho  knew  he  liad 
wronj^fully  sold  so  t;ood  a  man  for  his  jud;;eslnp  in  Muni- 
toba,  tiu^  duties  of  wiiich  ho  never  i)roper]y  dischiirijeu  1 

So  it  was  with  IJeneilict  Arnoiil  ir  ilie  days  (jf  W'ushiny'- 
ton,  that  nol)le  warrior  and  ])i'esi(len^.  Wljy  did  ho  betray 
so  noble  a  man  .''  J.  i  his  1'2,()0()  acres ^n-ant  of  land  do  him 
or  his  heirs  any  (^ood  :'  Washini^tnn  ])ut  tin;  ;^reatest  con- 
lidence  in  Idm;  yet  he  was  betrayed  at  a  time  when  it  mit^ht 
have  ;;reatly  injured  the  cause  of  American  Independence. 

Jt  v.'as  simply  dis;^raceful  in  Wood  to  act  as  he  did,  and 
tts  disgraceful  to  tho  purest  [loiitician,  as  ho  is  calleil,  Kd- 
wai'd  JJlake,  to  reward  a  political  traitor  to  Ids  I'renuer, 
Macdonald,  with  a  jiid«^eKhip.  And  this  is  the  man(}31ake) 
wdiom  so  many  call  a  nreat  man.  He  is  <,neat  on  oratorical 
platitudes,  j^reat  in  conceit,  but  a  ]uimbui(  in  his  political 
conduct.  Ho  has,  however,  feathered  his  ne;it  with  tho 
Mowat  regime. 

(jioldwin  Smith  very  properly  speaks  in  high  terms  (not 
hi<;h  enough,  however)  of  Sandlield.  He  says  he  is  now 
nearly  forgotten.  What  I  after  only  twenty-six  years  ?  If 
so,  the  country  is  basely  ungrateful.  .low  can  he  be  for- 
srotten    who   did   so  much  for  Ontario  ?     He   established 
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uu  oc  jnoinit'il,  puro  cfovonniieiit  in  ()nturii> !  lit*  li'l't  a 
HurpluH  of  S4,()()()'i(M)  in  tiie  treasury,  inucli  of  whicii  litis 
been,  ami  was  hooh  aU t,  lulsajiplit'ij  anil  wa.stotl — in  soujo 
nj.spt'ct.s. 

Ilo  ;,'i'oatly  iinproviMl  tho  coiirU,  ai»(l  caiHe*!  rol'ornis  in 
the  luw.s  and  courtH  of  a  valna))lo  kind. 

lie  watclu'fl  the  conihict  of  jmlLTos,  tlie  had  conduct 
of  clerks,  and  jud  res,  and  court  oHiccrs.  He  opened  up 
tho  Muskoka  country  and  improved  it.  lie  settled  tiie 
hack  townships  fairly  in  his  t\uu),  and  snulthed  (as  they 
deserved)  such  pretended  patriots  as  old  .MeKeilar. 

He  would  not  Huhniit  to  the  <lictation  of  the  loud-talk- 
inf;  Scotch  agitator.  Oernf^e  Ih-own,  consequently  was 
lii)eiled  and  opposed  hy  him. 

(jieoi'^ai  Brown,  when  Sandlitid  was  plat'ed  in  power  hy 
John  A.  Macdonald,  saw  him,  button  holeil  iiim  lor  days 
to  carry  out  iiis  (Brown's)  views  of  Ontario  reform  ;  but 
Macdonald's  Hi^i^hland  blood  would  not  ^\vq  way,  and  he 
answere<l  :  "  I  will  do  as  I  please.  1  am  not  here  as  the 
tool  of  any  one  !"  and  his  course  in  all  his  time  was  open, 
manly  and  indepenilent.     Wiiat  did  h'ido  with  the  courts  { 

JOHN'   S.VNDKIKLO   MACDONALD's    W.VTC'ilFUf.XKSS    OVER    TIIK 
COUNTY    AND    DIVISION    COURTS. 
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It  was  a  rumor  (piite  current  in  18GS-9  tluit  the  clerks 
of  the  Division  Courts,  Surrof^ate  Courts,  County  Courts, 
and  others  usin<^  stamps,  then  j^enerally  used  to  stamp 
pajjers  for  revenue  purposes,  also  that  many  judges  in  the 
County  Court,  were  negligent,  immoral,  drunken,  in  tho 
discharge  of  their  duties,  when  they  should  be  sober  ;  and 
that  they  allowed  tiieir  clerks  to  act  im{)roperly  in  the 
discharfje  of  their  duties. 
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MY    KNOWLEDGE   OF   THESE    COURTS,   HAVING   PRACTISED   IN 
THEM    OVER    FOUTY    YEARS    IN   ONTARIO, 

was  known  to  ^lacdonald,  and  he  consulted  Judge  James 
R.  Gowan,  of  Barric,  as  to  the  best  person  to  a[)point  to 
inspect  and  examine  into  these  matters  ;  was  told  by  that 
judge  (  as  I  was  informed)  that  no  person  in  Ontario  could 
do  so  as  well  as  myself. 

As  to  this  I  am  not  going  to  pass  any  opinion,  but  would 
say  that  I  had  written  in  the  Law  Journal  a  good  deal  on 
Division  Courts  acceptably  to  the  public  (the  lawyers  I 
mean),  and  had  done  business  in  the  County  and  Division 
Courts  since  1844  to  that  time  on  a  large  scale,  which 
might  have  warranted  the  opinion  of  Judge  Gowan. 

MY   APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   GOVEUNMENT 

was  made  in  1870  to  this  office,  in  view  of  its  being  a 
permanent  one. 

I  gave  up  a  good  deal  of  my  usual  practice  in  1870  and 
part  of  1871  to  attend  to  this  inspection  of  all  courts  below 
the  Queen's  Bench,  and  went  into  the  Counties  of  York, 
Wentworth,  Halton,  Wellington,  Dufferin,  Simcoe,  Huron, 
Middlesex,  Essex,  Kent,  Brant,  Welland,  Lincoln,  Ontario 
and  Grey,  to  discharge  these  duties.  These  duties  of  in- 
spector were  assiduous  and  careful.  In  one  year  I  saved 
the  Government  about  SI, 500,  and  made  several  lengthy 
reports  of  what  was  done.  I  also  examined  into  and  re- 
ported on  the  conduct  of  several  judges.  I  may  presently 
allude  to  a  few  incidents  that  occurred  in  the  journeys 
and  examinations. 

The  crisis  in  the  Macdonald  Government  came  on  in 
December,  1870,  and  in  January,  1871,  Blake  was  Premier 
and  Crooks  Attorney-General.  The  former  attempted  to 
bully   the  Assembly   and  effectually   did  so.     Alexander 
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McKenzie  and  Mr.  Scott,  now  of  Ottawa,  were  in  the  new 
Government,  too,  for  a  time.  Old  Mr.  McKellar,  now  ae- 
ceased,  was  the  cliief  leader  in  it  after  Blake  and  Crooks. 
I  had  been,  and  have  been  always,  a  moderate  man  in  the 
Reform  ranks,  and  I  was  so,  in  fact,  in  1837.  I  was  what 
has  been  called  a  Baldwin's  man.  Blake  was  a  one-sided, 
conceited  politician  ;  in  plainer  terms,  a  George  Brown  man. 
Crooks  was  a  semi-Tory.  His  father,  James  Crooks,  in 
old  time,  was  a  violent  Family  Compact  Tory.  The  latter 
did  not  like  my  family,  or  my  leanings  towards  Macdon- 
ald,  so  I  had  to  wait  and  see,  in  1871,  what  the  two — Blake 
and  Crooks — would  do.  I  wrote  to  Crooks  (see  the  letter 
on  the  next  page),  and  found  the  course  of  these  two  men 
was  full  of  shuftlings  and  evasions.  I  spoke  to  poor  Sand- 
field  on  the  subject.  He  said  :  "  You  cannot  trust  them. 
They  will  evade  your  enquiries,  humbug  you,  finally  get 
someone  in  your  place."  I  felt  that  his  words  were  pro- 
phetic, as  they  became  during  the  year. 

They  did  not  want  me.  I  was  too  independent,  and 
not  of  an  obsequious  nature.  I  had  a  mind,  a  nature,  not 
of  a  machine  and  small  partizan  calibre.  The  Globe  knew 
that.  So,  without  giving  me  an  answer  or  dismissal,  dis- 
regarding the  true  public  service,  Blake  and  Crooks,  on  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Paxton  of  South  Ontario  (a  sup- 
porter of  theirs  in  the  Legislature),  got  a  gentleman,  Mr. 
Joseph  Dickey,  to  perform  p^rt  of  my  appointed  duties, 
and  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Osgoode  Hall,  to  perform  other  parts. 
These  two  gentlemen  I  know  and  esteem,  and  no  blame  is 
attachable  to  them.  But  blame  is  attachable  to  these  two 
nondescript  political  schemers,  Blake  and  Crooks,  who  had 
politically  betrayed  Sandtield  Macdonald  in  1870,  and 
treated  me  discourteously.  They  set  aside  the  appointment 
of  the  Macdonald  Government,  when  that  appointment  had 
been  properly  discharged  by  me. 
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To  me  it  was  no  ;j^rcat  loss,  and  no  "Teat  cUsappointment. 
I  never  asked  for  it,  and  it  was  given  fortlie  best  interests 
of  the  public  service. 

Now  other  persons  were  treated  in  the  same  manner. 
Blake,  growing  weary  of  the  small  sphere  in  which  he  was 
acting,  coaxed  Oliver  ]\Iowat  to  leave  the  Chancery  Bench 
(a  very  improper  act),  and  belabor  the  IMacdonald  mt.i,  or 
Independents,  of  whom  there  were  many  in  the  House  of 
Assembly.  He  has  proved  an  apt  scholar  of  Blake  in 
many  things,  but  he  was  not  a  shufller.  He  was  to  be  de- 
pended on  ;  he  did  not  conspire  to  defeat  anyone.  He  had 
not  the  conceit  of  Blake,  but  was  possessed  of  more  sense 
and  principle. 

IS   THERE    TREASON    TO   THE   PEOPLE  ? 

Yes  ;  and  most  abominable  it  is.  Was  James  the  Second 
guilty  of  this  ?  Yes  :  and  justly  driven  out  of  England. 
Was  Bloody  Mar^^  ^^^^Ity  of  it  ?  Yes.  So  was  the  worse 
bloody  Marie  Do  Medici,  the  inidrect  authoress  of  the  ]Mas- 
sacre  of  the  Huguenots,  which  caused  the  death  of,  history 
says,  .30,000  of  the  choicest  blood  of  France. 

Charles  the  First  was  guilty  of  treason  to  the  people  in 
nursin*:  Romanism  in  his  kinsfdom. 

Was  Lord  Gosford  of  Quebec  guilty  of  treason  in  taking 
£84,609  sterling  out  of  the  treasury  of  Quebec  in  1837,  for 
which,  at  the  time,  I  condemned  him  in  a  letter  in  McKenzie's 
Constitution  paper  ^  Yes.  The  people's  Legislature  stop- 
ped the  supplies,  under  the  great  Papineau,  a  long-known 
constitutional  right  in  the  Commons,  because  their  griev- 
ances were  disregarded.  He  forcibly,  by  Order-in-Council, 
took  the  money  out  of  the  treasury.  That  was  the  black- 
est treason  to  the  people  I 

W^as  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  guilty  of  treason  to  the 
people  in  183G-7  ?     Yes,  when  he  disobeyed  the  orders  of 
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the  Colonial  Ministors,  Lonls  (Joderich  and  (JK'iirlM-,  loin.ikt' 
Bidwoll  and  Kolpli  jud<(L's,  and  cstaldisli  tho  En<^liHli  syshni 
of  Ii(.'sponsil»]e  Ciovernniont.  Will,  I  Ik'mv  sonu;  one  s;iy, 
'What!  speak  thus  of  kin«:;s,  (pieei's,  lords,  aristocrats  :* " 
Piay  \vli(j  are  tliey  {  Who  were  their  ancestors  ^  'I'r.ice 
their  ori^'in  an<l  von  will  find  that  thev  were  low  harharijnis 
in  Iv.irop*'. 

Is  there  for  honest  poverty. 

'I'lmt  lianas  liis  head,  Jind  a'  tliat '( 
Tlio  coward,  slave,  wo  pass  liiui  by  ; 

We  dare  he  poor  for  a'  that  I 

Our  toil's  obscure,  and  a'  that; 

The  rank  is  but  the  tjuinea  stan'p. 
The  man's  the  goud  for  a'  that  I 

For  a'  tliat,  and  a'  that  ! 

A  kiniior  (iiieen  is  the  established  hea<l  ol'  a  ."•overnnienfc 

~  1  C^ 

by  consent  of  a  nation.  The  moment  he  or  she  disobeys 
tlie  national  will — tramples  on  tlie  liberties  of  the  nation — 
it  is  treason,  as  it  is  for  a  people  to  do  so  a^^ainst  law. 
There  must  be  a  responsibility  somewhere.  ^So  the  ori<^in, 
"Divine  ri^'ht  of  kin^s,"  is  the  old  maxini  claimed  aj'ainst 
i<]jnorance.  When  \'ou  see  a  man  (Eoerton  llyerson  used 
to  talk  about  the  sacredness  of  it)  uphold  the  divine  ri^ht 
of  kin<^^s  \'ou  may  put  him  down  as  lit  for  the  dark  a<.n'S. 
Who  made  the  first  kinj;  ?  Was  he  not  a  man  like  the  rest 
of  us  {  Oh,  vcs :  the  world  should  be  all  brothers.  Kini^s 
and  queens  can  be  ^^uilty  of  treason,  as  well  as  the  subject 

JOHN   SANDFIELDS   DEATH   IN    1872. 

As  is  well  known,  this  gentleman  was  affected  with  a 
disease  of  the  lun^s,  which  he  had  had  for  years.  This 
disease  m  as  greatly  ag<;ravated  by  tlie  misconduct  of  the 
betrayer   Wood,  and   the    supercilious   conduct  of    Blako, 
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Crooks,  McKenzie  and  Scott,  as  well  as  by  such  men  as 
McKoliar  and  Ueor<;e  IJrown  in  the  Globe. 

His  death  was  in  a  certain  sense  hastened  V>y  disappoint- 
ments caused  by  I'alse  friends,  the  above  men.  Mr.  Mowaffs 
conduct  in  this  matter  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  here.  11' 
I  ever  write  an  impartial  account  of  his  regime  or  of  John 
A.  ]\facdonald's  political  life  at  Ottawa  I  shall  ^ive  them  as 
they  should  be,  with  all  faults  and  merits,  which  probal>Iy 
has  not  been  done.  I  owe  them  nothinj^  for  favors  and 
have  never  craved  any  from  them.  I  could  live  without 
them,  and  can  say  what  neither  of  them  could  :  "  I  am  not 
a  trickster,  am  not  a  political  partizan  ;  politically  ni}'^  hands 
are  clean  as  to  both  of  you." 

John  Sandfield  Macdonald  was  Premier  for  a  short  time 
at  Quebec  in  1803.  1  think  viewin^^  him  as  a  politician 
(which  he  was,  as  Professor  Smith  truly  says)  he  was  an 
honorable  and  u.seful  man,  did  much  for  the  country  and 
especially  for  Ontario.  He  was  unworthilj''  betrayed  and 
politically  sneered  at  by  this  man,  Edward  Blake,  who  was 
and  is  a  political  snob,  a  vacillating  fellow  who  has  been 
petted  and  hurrahed  for  entirely  too  much  Ijy  young  stu- 
dents who  did  not  know  his  true  character  and  merits. 


TWO   CURIOUS   AN])  ODD   MEN 


* 


formerly  lived  in  Canada,  named,  respectively,  Col.  Thomas 
Talbot,  who,  in  the  early  part  of  1800,  settled  many  town- 
ships in  the  region  of  St.  Thomas ;  and  Dr.  Dunlop,  who 
was  the  oddest  of  livinff  men  and  a  chief  manatjer  of  the 
lands  of  the  Canada  Company  about  Goderich,  in  the 
Huron  tract,  and  died  some  half  a  century  ago. 

The  English  Government,  at  the  end  of  his  life,  gave  Col. 
Talbot  a  pension  of  $2,000  a  year — Lord  Bathurst  was  the 
cause  of  it — which  offended  the  Toronto  Tories,  for  they 
thought  he  had  enough  already.     Mr.  Wni.  Dummer  Powell 
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complained  that  he  took  away  many  settlers  and  prevented 
them  from  buying  ({overnment  lands  towards  the  end  of 
his  life.  They  ^rew  wry  jealous  of  him  and  his  old-fash- 
ioned home-life  an<l  exclusiveness.  His  biographer,  Mr. 
Ermitinger,  says  William  Dummer  Powell  complained  to 
the  Governor  Smith  about  his  l^ackwoods  authority  and 
said  his  power  looked  like  an  "  imperium  in  imperio." 
However,  he  did  not  min<l  them,  but  went  on  to  the  end  of 
his  life  undisturbed  in  his  old  curious  ways,  and  died  in 
1853,  in  London,  under  somewhat  neglected  circumstances, 
and  left  a  large  landed  estate  to  a  gentleman  named  ^Ic- 
Beth,  who  had  [)aid  great  attention  to  him  in  his  old  age. 

OLD  DR    DUNLOP'S   ODDITIES — ONE   OF   THE    STRANGEST    MEN 
THAT    EVER    CAME   TO   CANADA. 

In  Mr.  Ermitinger's  book  on  Talbot's  life,  he  says  that  Dr. 
Dunlop  once  called  on  the  Colonel  and  spent  two  weeks 
with  him  as  far  back  as  1832,  and  they  saw  that  "  like  had 
met  like."  Col.  Talbot  had  a  valet,  or  favorite  man,  a 
"jack  of  all  trades,"  called  Jeremy  ;  and  likewise  Dr.  Dun- 
lop had  a  man  to  do  all  his  errands,  to  crack  jokes  for  him, 
a  kind  of  secretary,  to  write,  laugh  and  mourn,  if  necessary, 
for  him. 

Col.  Talbot  was  fond  of  the  best  ivkishey  he  could  get ; 
Dunlop,  the  best  malt  he  could  get ;  so  they  had  a  good 
time  when  together.  It  reminds  one  of  what  Burns  said 
of  his  boon  companion  : 

'*  Willie  brewed  a  pock  of  malt, 
And  Tani  and  Allan  came  to  see,"  etc. 

Col.  Talbot  could  not  go  to  church  even  if  inclined.  He 
was  far  in  the  w-oods,  where  no  suitable  one  could  be  found. 
Dr.  Dunlop  had  his  objections  to  parsons  and  churches. 
He  was  broad  Scotch  and  thorough  Tory,  as  was  Col.  Tal- 
bot. When  he  was  asked  the  reasons  for  his  objections,  he 
gave  three : 
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"  Lst.  I  don't   like  to  see   one   man  nionopolizo  all  tho 
talkin,!:^. 

"  2nd.  I  don't  llko  to  have  or  see  siniriniX  wliere  theie  is 
no  (IriMkinir. 
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"  3rd.  I  don't  care  to  go  to  a  place  wliere  I  must  see  my 
wile. 

TTe  preferred  to  act  the  ])ear  alone,  or  with  one  like  liim- 
self.  He  was  the  threat  talker  of  the  Canada  Company's 
Huron  tract — the  di'inker,  smoker  and  joker — the  life  of 
every  company,  langhin^  and  causing- others  to  do  so.  Ife 
was  something  like  my  old  genial  En<^lishman  spoken  of  in 
one  of  my  hack  chapters.  He  believed  in  taking  in  all 
good  thini:js  as  he  passed  tlirouf^h  the  world,  believing  in 
no  other.  "  It  takes  all  kinds  of  people  to  make  a  world," 
as  the  old  sa^'inf,^  goes.  In  the  wilds  of  Huron,  liow  could 
he  spend  his  time  unless  over  the  glass,  with  the  pipe,  and 
liis  broad  Scotch  humors  and  songs  ? 

Among  the  Canada  Company's  great  and  learned  men 
was  another,  j\Ir.  John  Gait,  the  poet  and  novelist,  father 
of  Sir  Thomas  Calt,  the  judge.  Audther  well-known  man 
there  was  Mi*.  Jones,  who  married  one  of  Dr.  Sti'achan's 
daughters,  and  was  long  in  Western  Canada,  and  in  'J'o- 
ronto  Tory  society,  "  A  good  fellow  well  met." 

Mr.  Ermitinger  says  that  Col.  Talbot  had  the  superin- 
tendence of  about  500,000  acres  of  land  in  twenty  eight 
townships,  and  contributed  by  his  efforts  in  settling  the 
same  in  the  Talbot  settlements,  famous  in  old  and  recent 
times.  Although  the  plans  adopted  w^ere  slow  and  odd, 
they  were  greatly  to  his  credit.  He  did  much  better  than 
the  Canada  Company  considering  the  favors  they  received 
from  the  Canadian  Government,  and  the  number  of  persons 
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who  ai(Ic«l  in  tlevelojiiiifr  the  Company's  lands,  as  well  as 
the  unusual  favors  received.  The  Colonel  and  the  old 
Tor}'  Conijaet,  in  an  indirect  way,  discouraged  Mr.  (iour- 
lay'.s  .schemes,  and,  of  course,  Col.  Talbot  was  a  political 
enemy  (jf  \Vm.  Lyon  McKenzie,  Dr.  Kolph  and  lleformers 
o'enerally.  Jle  looked  with  suspicion  on  civilians,  and  was 
a  military  man  in  liis  views.  A  stoiy  is  mentioned  hy  Mr. 
Ermitiu;^^er  of  a  trap,  said  to  have  been  laid  by  ]3r.  Kolph, 
to  <;et  the  Colonel  to  marry  one  of  his  numerous  sisters. 
The  p»lot  sif^Mially  failed,  it  is  said.  The  story  is  probably 
apociyphal.  I  think  Col.  Talbot  would  have  been  wise  had 
he  married  and  brou;;ht  up  a  family  (this  is  Mr.  lu-mitin;^'- 
er's  idea,  not  mine)  :  it  would  have  made  him  a  better  man 
in  every  respect.  His  example,  too,  (this  is  my  idea)  in  the 
use  of  so  much  whiskey  was  not  wise,  from  either  a  moral 
or  physical  standpoint.  He  vras  no  friend  of  temperance 
or  of  church-^oin^  peoj^Ie.  But  in  his  early  days  the  use 
of  li^juor  was  general.  Dr.  Dunlop  was  even  worse  in 
these  matters  tlian  the  Colonel.  Is  it  wise  f'^r  men  calling 
themselves  sensible  and  patriotic  to  do  what  is  so  destruc- 
tive to  morals  and  religion  ?  Should  men  in  this  life  act 
like  sceptics  and  scoffers  of  everytliing;  but  their  own  odd- 
ities and  selfishness,  as  if  there  were  no  hereafter,  no  God, 
no  Christ  in  history  ?  We  surely  don't  come  into  the 
world  for  playthings,  for  fools  ?  Life  is  a  serious  thing  I 
^Vhat  estimate  are  we  to  place  on  the  wisdom  of  men  wlio 
live  and  die  like  brutes,  neither  knowin^f  nor  carinf^  about 
their  destiny,  and  perhaps  not  believing  in  the  existence  of 
the  soul  ?  Yet,  alas !  how  many  so-called  wise  men — odd 
creatures — live  and  die  in  this  way  in  all  countries  !  1  hey 
are  often  good  fellows,  with  many  lovable  qualities.  I 
dare  say  Bismarck,  in  Germany,  is  just  such  a  man.  Cer- 
tainly Dr.  Dunloji's  heathenism  was  manifest  and  is  almost 
as  prevalent  in  modern  countries  as  it  was  in  the  time  of 
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old  Koine,  with  such  men  as  Nero,  Calij^ula  niul  other  ras- 
cals, (/liristian  lands  are  full  of  people  who  call  themselves 
Christians,  but  are  l*a<^ans  at  heart,  under  this  merely  con- 
ventional coverincj !  It  is  often  so  even  in  our  churches, 
and  this  con<lnct  is  causin^j  a  jijeneral  system  of  hypocrisy 
in  society.  The  adage  "  Aut  Cjcsar  aut  nullus"  should  be 
the  motto  of  Christendom.  As  the  great  successor  of  Moses 
over  the  Jews  said,  "  Choose  ye  this  (hiy  whom  ye  shall 
serve,  either  Cod  or  the  world.  If  the  world,  receive  the 
reward,  death ;  if  God,  life  eternal  and  happiness."  Who 
would  die  as  a  yellow  dog  and  be  a  lump  of  dust  ?  Why 
not  be  a  man  ?  What  was  Lord  Byron  but  an  ancient 
heathen  poet  in  sentiment  ?  He  was  learned,  but  worldly. 
Shelley  was  the  same,  indifferent  to  all  true  religion  and 
virtue.  The  sentimental,  yet  loving.  Burns  had  very  little 
faith  in  the  Bible.  He  had  a  great  faith  in  humanity,  the 
pretty  Scotch  lassies,  and  good  malt,  in  fellowship  with  the 
world ;  all  which,  witliout  Christ,  are  v^anities.  What  are 
the  "  hoi  polloi  ? "  They  are  innately  corrupt  if  left  alone. 
Observe  the  United  States  recently  running  after  a  western 
demagogue,  and  the  success  of  a  scoundrel  like  Altgeld  of 
Chicago,  who  flattered  the  vilest  party  in  Chicago.  Such 
men  as  he  would  liave  their  country  about  their  ears,  and 
amidst  its  ruins  and  vice,  amid  the  shouts  of  the  *'  hoi 
polloi,"  fall  into  a  bloody  tyrant's  hands  (like  Napoleon  the 
Great  or  Robespierre),  crushing  out  all  truth,  liberty  and 
virtue ! 

But,  after  all,  wisdom  would  cry  from  the  ruins,  "  Re- 
member there  is  a  God  in  the  universe."  This  was  the  con- 
clusion of  even  Napoleon  at  St.  Helena,  of  Wolsey  in  his 
adversity,  and  of  old  debauched  Solomon — where  all  plea- 
sures ended  in  ennui  and  weakness. 

Col.  Talbot  and  Dunlop  might  have  been  all  that  good 
men  should  be,  without  their  profanities  and  bad  examples. 
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Accounts  of  tlie  Caimdiiin  fiovornments  fnuii  1H52  to  1803 — McNjibb, 
Hincks  Dr.  Rolph,  Malcolm  Cameron  and  J.  A.  Macdonald- J. 
H.  UoUinsoji's  ctrnduct  to  mo  in  suit,  "  Mercer  v.  Marshall" — 
Lawyer  PJccles  acted  as  my  friend — Judge  Sullivan  and  tlie 
Benchers  tliought  it  unfair — Reversed  in  a  year — McNahb'n, 
Hincks'  and  .1.  A.  Macdonald'.s  characters  as  politicians — The 
Confederation  movement — Mr.  Laurier  alluded  to — Baldwin's 
popularity —  Col  Thomas  Taylor — Mollie  Brant — Col.  Swaizo — 
Farm  life —Grievances  of  1837. 

I  niOPOSE  to  summarize  these  administrations  as  niucli  as 
possible ;  will  only  allude  generally  to  thoni. 

After  the  Government  of  Baldwin  and  Lafontainc,  the 
second  one  I  mean,  expired,  Allan  N.  McNabb  for  a  short 
period  held  the  reins  of  power  on  the  strenjL^th  of  the  loy- 
alty cry,  after  the  Rebellion  Losses  Bill  ha<i  been  written 
upon  and  magnified.  He  got  a  tempoiary  majority  in 
Upper,  and  fraternized  with  the  Tories  of  Lower  Canada, 
and  a  few  half-Tory  Frenchmen.  But  John  A.  Macdonald 
was  assuming  his  tricky  and  political  manceuvres.  He  saw 
a  chance  and  tricked  him  out  of  the  premiership,  JVIcXabb 
was  never  a  deep  man,  nor  learned.  He  was  blustering  and 
cheeky,  and  his  opponent  in  rivalry  was  young,  and  easily 
got  round  him.  The  Xavy  Island  affair  had  assisted  Mc- 
Nabb. 

But  the  cheek  and  bluster  and  cunning  of  Macdonald 
could  not  long  deceive  the  people,  and  the  next  turn  of  the 
political  wheel  threw  the  power  into  Francis  Hincks'  hands. 
He  called  Dr.  Rolph,  and,  I  believe,  Malcolm  Cameron, 
into  power. 

The  Clergy  Reserve  question  and  Church  of  England 
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(Jonsorvative  tcinlunciPHol'  DaMwin  ha»l  liiirt  Mr.  IJuMwin; 
and  ho  lost  his  popularity.  He  was  a  j-erfoctly  coiisci- 
eiitioiiH  man  ;  (li<l  not  like  to  sacrifice  Lis  church  U)o  much. 

Franci.s  llincks  cared  little  lor  church  politics,  and  the 
Dissenters  and  K^dicals  natural I3'  went  with  him  aL'ainst 
ili;jh  ('hurch  tendencies. 

Mr.  Jiiild win's  death,  was,  I  thinlc,  in  18.50-7.  Durini;'  thia 
re<r<nie  this  nohle  man  died.  He  was  vrry  unworMlv.  The 
(jlobe  opposed  him  in  the  latter  part  of  hi-,  lil'e,  alth(juji;-h 
(ieori^e  Ihown  atteni))ted  to  defeat  \V.  L.  McKen/ie  sailin;^ 
under  Baldwin's  win^'  and  j)riuciples,  half  Liheial.half  anti- 
rthellion  principles.  It  was  in  IN.jO  that  he  refused  to  insert 
articles  in  his  paper  in  support  of  my  contention  that 
Jud<re  Itobinson  had  done  wioncj  in  his  iud'nnent  in  the 
case  of  "  Mrs.  oMercer  and  i\Ir.  Marshall,"  moved  in  by  G. 
T.  Denison,  the  ])re.sent  Police  Ma;^Mstrate's  father. 

This  ciiHe  of  "Mercer  a^^ainst  Marshall"  was  moved  in 
in  1850,  and  ai'<:^ued  by  me  on  athda\'its  which  were  pul)- 
lished  in  the  Toronto  Mirror  newspaper,  and  as  I  then 
said,  and  the  Bar  and  Benchers  said,  should  have  prevented 
Judj^^e  J.  B.  Robinson  from  giving  the  judgment  he  did. 
Judt'e  R.  11  Sullivan  was  then  in  the  Common  Pleas,  with 
(Jhief  Justice  Macaulay.  He  told  me  when  I  saw  him 
that  he  was  surprised  at  the  judijjment;  but  there  was  then 
a  strong  prejudice  in  the  country  al-out  some  acts  which  a 
Mr.  Hawke  had  committed  on  farmers,  and  it  (^ave  an  o})- 
portunity  to  Judge  Robinson  again  to  show  his  prejudice 
against  me.  The  Benchers  (Mr.  Eccles  acting  for  me)  set 
the  matter  right  the  next  year,  and  the  Common  Pleas  did 
not  act  on  the  Queen's  Bench  judgment.  I  cannot  speak 
further  on  this  matter  for  want  of  room,  nor  could  I  with- 
out giving  full  particulars. 

I  asked  Mr.  Eccles  what  he  thought  of  the  judgment. 
He  used  a  very  harsh  expression  at  its  enormity,  which  I 
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will  not  lurre  ivpoat    1  may  lefer  to  this  chhg  Hj^ain.     Now 

witli  this  dii^ivssion,  and  these  inttirludcs  must  occui*  hoiuo 

tinto  in  oJie'y  life  and  ivmiiiiscences,  I    will    proceed   with 

iMr.  llincks'  ( lovei'innent  in  l<S.')G-7. 

Mr.  llineks   was  a  cleverer  man   tiian  .1.  A.  Macdonald, 

cleverer  hecause  he  was  the  hest  linancier  in  Canada.     Mac- 
donald knew    nothin^^  al)out    linances  ;  political  tricks  he 

knew  well.     Strict  pi  inci[)les  ho  never  cared  for  much,  hut 

was  a  wonderful  adept  at  jirumises. 

J.    A.    .MAL'DUXALl/.S    PUuMLSKS. 

I  once  lieard  of  a  friend  of  his,  Mr.  Corhett,  havlnof  hja 
eye  on  an  olKce  ;  hut  a  more  inlluential  man  wanted  the 
oflice  too.  So  as  the  moon  was  shining  in  the  sky,  Mac- 
donald said  to  Mr.  Corhett:  "  Vou  see  that  moon  there  in 
the  sky  ?"  "  Yes."  "  As  sure  as  it  shines,  yuu  shall  have 
that  oiKce."  A  friend  of  his  told  me  thi.s  story.  Well 
Corljett  did  not  t^et  it. 

Ahout  that  time  Sir  Richard  Cart\vri<^ht  (juai-relled  ]»olit- 
ically  with  Macdonald  about  influence,  and  they  were  oj)- 
posed  politically  ever  afterwards. 

He  once  made  a  piomise  to  me  nearly  as  laroe  as  this, 
in  18G5,  but  it  was  forgotten  in  1872,  when  he  left  power, 
givin<r  way  to  McKenzie's  regime,  about  the  I'acilic  scandal. 

llinck's  Government  went  out,  and  one,  I  believe,  only 
temporary  with  John  Sandiield  Macdonald,  Mowat  and 
Dorioii  came  in.  Then  J.  A.  Macdonald  came  into  power 
again  as  Premier,  and  the  great  Confederation  movement 
commenced. 

I  don't  propose  to  discuss  this  question,  it  is  too  large, 
but  if  I  over,  as  said  above,  publish  a  book  on  the  difierent 
regimes  I'rom  18G5  to  1898,  or  IDi-O,  if  I  live  so  long,  I  will 
speak  of  them,  not  in  a  mincing,  laudatory  style,  but  with 
truth,  fairly  to  all  ! 
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The  political  history  of  Catui'la  I'roin  tliiH  perio<l  to 
Laurier's  entry  into  power  lias  been  a  checjiiered  one.  'i'lio 
ConscrvativoH  have  ;(onei'ally  been  in  ])o\vor. 

Let  ua  see  what  f/inrier,  Mowat  and  Hlair  will  do  ! 

The  Herorniers  have  blunderc<l  before;  let  them  not<lo  it 
aLjain. 

My  hope  and  desire  is  not  partizan  nor  prejudiced.  I 
have  my  likes  and  dislikes,  })ut  my  greatest  wish  is  to  see 
Dominion  j,^reat,  prosperous  an<l  well  governed. 

Sir  John  A.  Macdonald's  f^reat  nn"stakes  were  pcrhaj'S 
three,  but  certainly  two,  prominent  ones. 

1st    lie  courted  the  priest  inlluenco  of  (^)u(d)ec  too  mucli. 

2n(i.  He  j^ave  way  to  contractors,  or  allowed  his  ministers 
to  do  it,  and  made  the  Senate  a  mere  machine  for  party 
ends. 

3rt!.  He  often  for  party  purposes  allowed  the  laws  to  be 
misused,  such  as  his  Franchise  Act  and  his  I'^lectoral  Divi- 
sion laws,  turninp^  the  Electoral  Divisions  upside  down. 

IJut  he  had  prominent  ^^ood  objects  in  his  {general  fjovern- 
ment  too.  He  was  loyal  and  true  to  great  Dominion  pro- 
gress, and  the  National  Policy  was  ncces.sary  as  against 
American  greed  and  exclusiveness. 

To  me  in  18G5  he  '  ^he  most  kind  and  hospitable  of 
all  the  ministers,  '•  ^  me  specially  to  his  house. 

I  must  now,  t  vvrite  a  special  miscellaneous  chapter, 

end  my  book.  ^.  is  necessary  to  refer  to  many  things,  such 
as  the  American  Civil  War,  Fenian  invasion,  and  Confed- 
eration discussions,  as  well  as  some   short  governments. 

THE    CONDITIOJi     OF     POLITICAL     MATTEIIS    I.N     1837 — WHAT 

THE   GRIEVANCES   WERE. 

It  is  worth  while  to  describe  what  the  Reformers  asked 
for  in  1837,  and  to  observe  that  everything  has  since  been 
conceded. 
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l«t.  Abolition  of  tlie  Crown-iioininjitoil  Lr^^islative  Coun- 
cil. (Ili-'re  let  iiu^  Hay  that  there  hiiH  heen  since  C'onfe<lora- 
tion  H  slmmulul  aliUNe  of  Kxecutive  power  in  our  I)»>nnnion 
hy  putting,'  in  Senators,  nniny  of  whom  were  unfit  for  the 
Senate,  and  takin«^  them  out  a.,'ain  an  party  exifjencieH  re- 
fjuirod;  and  hy  rowardin;^  men  who  have  been  rejected  by 
the  people.  'I'iie.so  Senators  should  be  elected  for  hu'f^e 
sections  of  territory  f<»r  lonf,'  periods.  As  it  is,  the  Senate 
is  a  mere  echo  of  the  Kxecutive  power,  with  little  responsi- 
bility.) 

2nd.  A  more  ecjual  ta.xation  of  property.  (Since  accomp- 
lishe*!.) 

8rd.  Abolition  of  the  law  of  primofji,Miiture.  (Since  ac- 
complished.) 

4th.  Disunion  of  Church  an<l  State.  (Sine*'  accomplished.) 

5t]i.  Seculai'i/iition  of  the  Clergy  Reserves.  (Since  ac- 
complished.) 

Gth.   l*rovision  for  the  llcpiidation  of  the  I'ublic  Debt. 

7th.  Discontinuation  of  ])ownin^''  Street  powers  in  the 
Colonial  Office  in  the  local  allairs  of  the  i'rovince.  (Since 
accomplished.) 

8th.  (J heap  postage. 

9th.  Amendment  of  the  libel  law. 

J  0th.  Amendment  of  the  jury  laws. 

llth.  The  control  of  the  IVovincial  Revenues  by  the 
people's  representatives. 

These  have  since  been  granted,  but  the  Compact  opposed 
them.  The  Reformers  at  this  time  also  advocate* I  the  bal- 
lot system  and  a  written  constitution,  which  have  been 
granted. 

An  alliance  was  formed  on  the  9th  of  December,  1834,  to 

carry  this  programme  out,  to  watch  the  acts  ot  the  people's 

representatives,  to  issue  pamphlets  and  give  the  people 

general  information.     Mr.  James  L;slie  was  clio-jen  presi- 
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dent,  and  Mr.  Win.  L.  McKenzie  corresponding  secretary. 
Mr.  Lindsey,  in  McKenzie'.s  Life,  gives  a  de.scription  of  the 
alliance,  and  saya  that  out  of  eigliteen  subjects  of  amend- 
ment twelve  have  been  carried.  That  year,  1834,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenzie was  chosen  Mayor  of  Toronto,  the  first  mayor  ever 
elected,  and  lie  seems  to  have  discharged  his  daties  very 
faithfully.  It  was  the  cholera  year,  and  he  discharged  his 
duties  so  faithfully  that  h  caught  the  disease  in  a  mild 
form. 

THE   LATE  JUDGE   THOMAS   TAYLOR. 


I  love  to  allude  to  the  old  families  of  Hamilton ;  indeed, 
the  old  people  there  whom  I  knew  in  1829-JJO,  up  to  1837. 
.\mong  these  there  is  one  the  head  of  which  wascjuite  cele- 
brate<l,  that  is  County  Judge  Col.  Thomas  Taylor,  who  was 
a  Judge  of  the  County  Court  at  a  very  early  day.  I  prac- 
tised before  him  in  188o-G-7.  He  was  tlie  first  reporter 
of  the  Superior  Courts  in  Upper  Canada.  "  Taylor's  Re- 
ports "  can  be  found  at  Osgoode  Hall.  Next  came  "  Draper's 
Reports."  William  Henry  Draper  was  a  very  clever  young 
lawyer  and  clever  judge,  perhaps  the  ablest  man  in  Upper 
Canada  in  early  times.  Col.  Thomas  Taylor  was  a  very 
able  lawyer,  a  scholar  of  high  standing  in  the  English 
universities.  He  was  also  a  military  man,  brave  and  ex- 
perienced. In  the  battle  of  Stony  Creek  he  was  wounded 
in  both  arms  and  left  for  dead  on  the  battlefield.  His  son, 
Thomas  Taylor,  was  one  of  the  oldest  lawyers  in  Toronto ; 
was  my  first  law  agent  in  1835  there,  and  had  a  small 
office  in  a  one-story  wooden  house  near  the  corner  of 
Church  and  King  streets,  south  side.  Mrs.  Fairbanks,  the 
milliner,  had  a  milliner  shop  just  east  of  it  on  the  same 
corner.  Col.  Taylor  had  another  son,  a  lawyer  named 
Robert,  in  Hamilton,  when  I  was  a  student ;  a  very  good- 
natured  man.     Another  son,  very  aged,  is  still  alive  four 
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miles  west  of  Ancaster,  on  a  large  farm  ;  I  saw  liiin  thciro 
in  189.5  and  took  dinner  with  him.  He  had  also  i'our 
daughters  ;  a  very  pious  girl,  named  Kliza,  who  joined  the 
Hamiltcm  Preshyteri.m  Revival  Church  in  \KV.i.  She  mar- 
ried the  Rev.  Mr.  Hodgson,  an  Engiisji  Chinch  clergyman, 
now  of  ])eer  Park  ;  has  <leparted  thits  life  to  a  glorious  world 
many  years  ago.  She  used  to  do  Sunday-school  work  with 
me  in  that  year. 

Col.  Thomas  Taylor  was  in  the  terril»le  hattle  of  Niagara 
when  the  Americans  took  it  bei'ore  going  west  to  Stoney 
Creek,  and  was  wouiMled  there  also.  He  was  also  at  one 
time  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  and  his  wife 
and  one  or  more  ot*  his  daughters  were  used  very  badly. 

THE   TRUE    HISTOUY  OF   THE   TEHItlBLE   SUFFEIIINOS    OF   THE 
r.  E.  LOYALISTS   OF    177.5    HAS    NEVER    BEEN  WIHTTEX. 

It  could  be  written  in  tears  and  blood.  Two  famous  per- 
sons in  it,  one  a  woman  and  one  a  man,  I  will  rel'er  to  for 
a  moment :  The  man  was  Col.  Swaize,  who  fought  through 
all  the  battles  of  1775  to  '80  ;  was  hated  by  the  rebels,  so- 
called,  but,  as  we  call  them  "  Washington's  patriots."  Fin- 
ally, in  one  of  these  battles  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  sen- 
tenced for  seme  cruel  act,  as  the  rebels  said,  to  be  shot.  His 
wife  was  a  large  woman,  and  on  the  day  of  execu^'on  called 
to  see  him  and  have  a  short  private  interview  ;  she  was  on 
horseback.  In  the  private  interview  she  dressed  hastily  in 
his  clothes,  lie  took  hers,  and  mounting  her  horse,  fled  for  his 
life  and  escaped.  She  was  held  as  a  prisoner,  and  he  never 
saw  her  again,  did  not  know  what  her  destiny  was,  thought 
she  w^as  either  killed  by  the  rebels  or  the  Indians.  He 
went  to  Canada,  got  a  grant  of  .500  acres  near  St.  David's, 
and  was  a  most  bitter  opponent  of  the  Americans  in  the  war 
of  1812.  He  fought  in  the  battles  as  colonel  of  militia  at 
Queenston  and  Lundy's  Lane. 
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Molly  J5nint,  an  Indian  woman,  was  one  ol'  the  best 
known  woman  in  1775;  a  sister  ol'  Captain  Joseph  Brant 
the  ^rcat  chief,  anil  had  as  much  intiucrice  with  the  Six 
Nation  Indians  as  he  had.  She  used  to  advise  them,  Uiake 
speeches  to  then.,  urf^e  them  to  war  l>y  lier  eloquence. 
Her  mother  and  father  were  born  at  Lake  Cayuf^a  in  the 
State  of  New  York;  sh  ,  too,  but  she  iinally  came  to  Nia- 
gai'a,  lived  there,  and  was  known  to  many  before  1800.  I 
may  have  mentioned  in  this  volume  that  the  great  chief 
was  born  at  Burlinsfton  ;  which  is  wrong,  foi*  he  was  born 
near  Cayuga,  but  died  in  1812  at  Burlington.  He  was  a 
wonderfully  active  man  and  Indian  warrior.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  England  under  the  care  of  Sir  William  Johnson, 
under  whom  lie  fought;  was  a  Freemason,  a  brave  man  at 
all  times. 

THE   DKsriXV    OF   THE   J)()MlNION    IS   TO   HE    A    NATION. 

McNabb  had  about  2,000  men  armed  at,  or  nearly  oppo- 
site, to  Navy  Island.     Why  did  he  not  take  it  ? 

THE   "CAROLINE"    WAS   NOT   SENT   OVER   THE    FALLS.. 

It  was  set  tire  to  at  the  wharf,  and  went  to  the  rapids, 
lodged  on  some  rocks,  burnt  there  and  then  in  pieces  went 
over.  I  don't  know  all  the  names  of  those  who  burnt  it. 
Three  of  them  wer.>  Captain  Emsley  and  Captain  Drew, 
and  ]\Ir.  Armour,  of  Bowmanville,  brother  of  Chief  Justice 
Armour,  late  Registrar  there,  an  intimate  frieml  of  mine 
twenty-tive  years  ago.  It  is  probable  McKenzie  had  not 
500  fighting  men  there.  See  Chapter  XXII.  for.  balance  of 
my  remarks  on  this  Navy  Island  subject. 

JOURNEY    TO   OTTAWA    IN    18G5. 


I  went,  in  1865,  to  visit  Ottawa  and  saw  the  ministry 
from  Canada  West. 
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The  Macdonald-Howlanil-Macdoufjall  udniinisinitioii  of 
18G5  was  ai'terwanls  joined  l>y  George  Brown  for  a  short 
time.  Tlien  he  and  Macdonald  differed  and  lie  left.  Alex- 
ander McKonzie  always  told  me  that  Oeorixe  J^rown  should 
not  have  joined  this  Government,  but  should  have  f^iveii  it 
merely  an  outsi<le  suppoit  whore  its  ohjects  were  jjjood  and 
antl  proper.  J.  A.  Macdonald  was  <^lad  to  get  him  out.  (ieorge 
Biown's  short  ijovernmcnt  under  Sir  Edmund  Head,  ahout 
1«S58,  soon  ended  by  a  trick  of  J.  A.  Macdonald  and  Van- 
kouglinet, called  the  "double  shuffle";  the  Macdonald  CJov- 
crnment  not  going  out.but  taking  advantage  of  him  in  sonni 
such  manner  as  lilakeafterwardstookadvantageof  Sandfield 
Mac<lonald.  It  was  no  doubt  unjust,  and  Sir  Edmund  Ifead 
a«;sisted  the  Tories  in  it.  This  Governor  was  some  relation 
of  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head — not  much  wiser.  Many  thought 
Geoige  Brown  was  used  badly  in  this  affair.  He,  hovvevei-, 
was  too  anxious  to  get  into  power.  He  was  by  nature  an 
agitator,  a  dictator  in  politics,  and  not  consistent.  After 
all  his  writing  in  the  Globe  against  Quebec  and  opposition 
to  the  hierarchv,  in  the  Confederation  settlement  he  al- 
lowed  the  separate  school  law  to  go  into  the  act,  giving  the 
Catholics  powers  in  Ontario  that  they  never  should  have 
had,  nullifying  his  previous  opposition  to  them. 

And  these  Separate  Schools  are  actually  injurious  to  the 
children  of  the  Catholics  and  the  public  in  two  ways.  They 
estrange  the  children  of  the  cities  and  country,  and  their 
education  is  not  so  good  as  in  the  common  schools. 

MY   LETTERS   IN   THE   "  LEADER  "   FROM    18G0   TO    1875. 


nistry 


I  wrote  an  extensive  series  of  letters  on  the  public  afl'airs 
of  the  country  in  this  paper,  which  was  circulated  every- 
where. Chancellor  Vankoughnet,  then  the  principal  friend 
of  J.  A.  Macdonald,  thanked  me  for  them.     George  Duggan, 
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tlion  in  Etic^lfind  on  account  of  ill  heatli,  said  he  saw  them 
ill  thn  Lead'vr  newspaper.  They  related  to  the  Confeder- 
ate movement,  the  conduct  of  (ieori^c  Jjrown,  to  his  dicta- 
torial course  to  those  under  him,  and  to  the  course  he  was 
pursuin;^  towards  Quebec,  at  one  time  at/reein^  with  the 
people  of  tiiat  province,  and  at  another  slandering  them. 

Jt  is  necessary  for  me  to  allude  to  these  matters  as  re- 
miniscences, hut  I  am  notgoinf^  in  my  reminiscences  beyond 
1872  and  the  Confederation  movement.  This  movement 
excited  all  public  men  fjjreatly.  Some  people  thought  (and 
I  among  them)  that  a  public  convention  of  all  leading  Can- 
adians should  liave  been  called  to  tix  the  terms  of  the  new 
constitution,  and  that  the  House  of  Commons,  then  sitting, 
in  1805,  was  not  elected,  as  it  certainly  was  not,  to  alter 
our  constitution  and  create  a  loose  feleration  without  let- 
ting largely  interested  men  discuss  its  terms.  Such  were 
the  reasons  why  M.  C.  Cameron  and  Sandtield  Macdonald 
opj)Osed  the  Confederation  Act  at  first.  The  whole  thing 
should  have  been  settled  by  a  general  convention. 

ACIRICU 1/1  URAL   AND    PROFESSIONAL    PURSUITS    IN    LIFE. 

By  far  too  many  of  our  young  men  have  abandoned  the 
pursuits  and  callings  of  their  fathers  in  Canada,  especially 
in  our  old  native  province  of  once  Upper  Canada,  now  On- 
tario, which  has  its  iigc  of  a  centuty,  and  four  j^ears. 

If  we  are  ever  to  be  a  great  nation,  a  thriving  nation, 
and  have  a  beautiful  country,  v/e  mu.st  be  an  agricultural 
people.  Our  sons  and  daughters  must  love  the  farm  and 
farm  life,  with  all  its  liealthful  influences,  its  beauties,  its 
incidents,  its  walks  and  its  mixture  with  nature.  We 
ought  to  love  to  meet  the  sun  as  it  rises  in  its  glory  in  our 
spring  and  summer  mornings,  to  gaze  upon  it  in  its  mellow 
and  yellow  autumn  settings;  to  delight  in  the  raising  of 
cattle,  sheep,  horses  and  poultry.     In   the   quiet  country 
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home  we  can  retire,  as  it  were,  into  the  bosom  of  Nature, 
gnze  upon  the  lovely  trees  and  the  forests  that  still  fringe 
our  farms,  or  such  aa  in  a  generation  we  have  grown  upon 
our  farms.  It  is  curious  and  gladsome,  shall  I  say,  to  see 
the  beautiful  orchards  and  fruit  trees  on  our  farms,  and  to 
know  how  soon  we  can  raise  such  on  them.  I  have  passed 
by  the  old  farm  at  Dundas  on  which  I  lived  in  LSIG,  and 
could  still  see  tlie  old  apple  trees,  now  aged  over  seventy- 
five  years,  perhaps  a  hundred  in  .some  cases,  and  recollect 
that  under  them  I  played  in  infancy,  gathered  luscious 
fruit,  and  heard  the  birds  sing  on  tl^^r  boughs. 

1  know  of  many  orchards  on  the  old  farms  about  Dundas, 
Ancaster,  Hamilton,  and  ii.  s^he  counties  in  which  they  are, 
where  the  old  apple  trees  are  still  growing  and  bearing 
fruit,  and  have  grown  fruit  beautiful  to  look  upon  when 
our  grandfathers  and  grandmothers,  now  dead  and  passed 
away,  played  in  infancy.  There  are  many  such  near  Ham- 
ilton, in  Barton,  Saltfleet  and  in  the  beautiful  township  of 
Ancaster  and  others  near  it — on  farms  where  huge  trees 
once  .stood  that  were  attacked  with  the  axe,  over  a  hundred 
years  ago.  Hundreds  of  our  farms  in  Ontario  were  cleared 
a  century  ago  in  some  counties  and  townships. 

Well,  if  we  want  health,  purity  of  air,  delightful  echoes, 
the  singing  of  the  little  birds,  the  gambols  of  the  Sf^uirrels, 
let  us  go  to  the  farms.  Do  you  want  again  to  hear  the 
whip-poor-will  at  early  morn  or  close  of  day  ?  Go  to  the 
old  farms.  Do  you  love  to  see  the  white  thorn  in  June  with 
its  blossoms  of  white,  or  see  its  red  berries  in  autumn  ? 
Go  to  the  farms.  We  cannot  dress  ho  well ;  mu.st  have 
plainer  clothes  than  city  people.  Our  girls  may  even  have 
to  spin  or  wear  home-made  clothes,  yet  does  a  beautiful, 
rosy-cheeked  farmer's  daughter  look  less  lovely  thus  attired 
than  in  silk  ?  Nay.  When  I  used  to  see  Catherine  Van- 
derlip  thus  dressed,  and  old  Mr.  Choate's  daughters,  in 
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Barton,  niilkirifr  the  cowa  or  cloin^  house-work,  they  were 
equally  lovely  as  if  adorned  in  silks. 

JMost  of  my  life  I  have  risen  with  the  sun  and  beheld  its 
beauty.  For  the  past  six  months  I  have  generally  risen 
with  the  sun,  and  ^azed  on  its  glorious  rising. 

If  we  had  more  small  agricultural  holdings  we  would 
have  less  tramps.  Fifty  years  ago  there  were  no  tramps 
in  Canada,  few  anywhere ;  now  they  are  a  nuisance  all 
over  America.  Horace  Greeley,  the  great  editor  and  founder 
of  the  New  York  Tribune,  used  to  say  to  young  men  idling-, 
"  Young  man,  go  west,  go  west."  I  would  say,  "  Young 
man,  go  to  the  farm  ;  don't  crov  cities ;  don't  starve  in 
cities.  Shortly,  I  fear,  poor-houses  will  exist,  like  they  are 
in  England,  in  Canada,  if  we  do  not  cultivate  our  lands 
more  generally. 
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CHAITEU  XXII. 

M.mitobji  Schools  — Wrun^'  to  ^'<»  to  Rmno  about  this  — Reforrncc  to 
various  ( JovLriniiyiits  from  1.855  to  187:^ — J.  A.  Macdonald  sup- 
plants McNabl) — Navy  Island  invasiori  by  W.  L.  McKenziu 
foolish — Americans  chance  to  cf)n(iuer  Canada — Correspondnnco 
of  Co).  Fitzgiblxjn  and  Walter  McKen/.ie— Primitive  Cliristian 
Brethren — Monuments  to  public  men — Abraham  Lincoln— Pres- 
ident Washin^'ton — T.  DeWitt  Tabnage — Dangerous  positions  of 
n)yself  in  o  d  times — Mean  conduct  of  Americans  to  W.  L. 
McKen/,ie,  Dr.  Hol[»h  and  liidwell — Hyerson  and  Hume  their 
'[uarrel — My  last  words  to  my  country  in  this  and  next  chapter. 

This  is  a  miscellaneoua  cliapter,  and  refers  to  various 
matters  whicli  separately  mi^lit  form  a  chapter  of  them- 
selves, and  extend  from  1855  to  1872,  at  which  period  I 
propose  to  leave  off  commenting  on  the  affairs  of  Canada. 
My  reminiscences,  however,  extend  to  the  present  period 
of  1897,  my  memory  and  notice  of  passing  events  being 
quite  distinct  as  to  everything  that  is  going  on.  No  one 
took  a  more  active  part  in  writing  about  and  discussing  the 
great  absorbing 

SCHOOL   QUESTION   OF   MANITOBA   IN    1896 

than  I  did,  in  that  and  previous  years.  It  is  pnjbably  now 
nearly  settled,  although  the  Catholic  priests  of  Quebec 
still  agitate  the  question;  and  the  going  to  Rome,  and  the 
coming  of  a  Popish  delegate  look  suspicious. 

I  wrote  extensively  in  1895  and  1896  in  many  papers, 
especially  in  the  Toronto  Orange  Sentinel  and  Winnipeg 
Tribune,  and  sometimes  in  the  Kincardine  Revieiv,  on  this 
question. 

My  oVjject  is,  however,  now  to  close  this  volume,  which 
is  extended  much  beyond  my  original  intentions,  by  rcfer- 
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rini^  briefly  to  the  a'lininistratious  of  our  Oovernnient  from 
1<S.)5  to  1H72,  up  to  tlio  time  SaudHeld  Macdoiiald  left  liis 
Ciovenuiieiit,  wliicli  include  McXjil»b's,  Hiiick.s's,  J.  A.  Mac- 
donalds,  SuiulHeld  MacdonaldK  and  Brown's  Governments 
at  Ottawa,  Toronto  and  (j)uel)cc. 

McXabb,  as  I  have  said  in  a  prior  article,  had  a  short 
administration,  in  which  J.  A.  Macdonald  was  Attorney- 
(jleneral,  who  ultimately  sup[)lanted  him,  and  took  the  reins 
(d'  j>ower  into  his  own  hands. 

McNahl)  was  (i^ood  at  blusterinn;  and  bullyinf^,  not  deep 
at  all  in  statesmanship,  and  knew  very  little  about  the 
<jjreat  interests  of  Canada;  some  liave  doubted  even  his 
bravery. 

The  late  Walter  McKenzie  told  me  once  he  did  not  con- 
sider that  he  exhibited  either  skill  or  bravery  at  Navy  Is- 
land, and  he  said  he  told  him  so.  McKenzie  was  at  this 
place.  He  thoui,dit  McXabb  should  have  gone  over  and 
taken  the  island. 


NAVY  ISLAND   AND   ITS    INVASION. 

As  I  am  speakiufj^  of  it  I  mioht  as  well  make  a  few  re- 
maiks  about  it  and  W.  L.  McKenzic's  o-ointr  there.  I  have 
thought  that  as  he  saw  the  coldne.ss  and  indifference  to  his 
rising  in  J)ecember,  1837,  that,  like  Dr.  Rolph,  lie  should 
have  hesitated  to  make  the  troubl.?  he  did.  It  all  ended 
in  failures,  and  he  must  have  known  that  whatever 
the  Cana«lians  thought  of  the  Compact  (and  it  was  a  bad 
opinion)  it  would  be  foolish  in  them  to  risk  their  lives  and 
the  peace  of  their  families,  unarmed  anti  with  no  military 
leader,  and  trust  to  the  tender  mercies  of 


A    BLOODTHIllSTY    PARTY   SUCH    AS   ra^LED    AT   TORONTO. 

Therefore  what  was  the  use  of  taking  a  few  hundred  men 
to  Navy  Island  ?     The  Americans,  too,  he  must  have  seen, 
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jis  1  saw,  w CIV  very  8elfis]>  aii"!  cold  as  to  tlio  whole  ri.sin^at 
Toronto.  'i'lu'V  kiu'W  little  about  it.  Ji"  there  ever  was 
a  chance  siiccessrully  to  invade  and  take  Canada,  they 
then  had  that  chance,  hut  will  not  have  it  again. 

THE  LATE  WAI/rEU  MCKKNZIE,  CEKllK  OF  TilK  (orXTV  COURT. 

'JMie  late  Walter  McKenzic,  clerk  of  the  County  Court 
of  York,  was  a  very  intimate  frien<l  of  nnne  for  over  iifty 
years,  as  I  first  saw  him  on  the  Joth  J)ecen)ber,  1«S.S7, 
when  he  was  very  kind  to  me  and  my  late  dear  wife.  He 
showed  her  a  f(reat  deal  of  kindness  then  and  often  spoke 
to  me  about  her.  I  ditl  more  business  at  one  time  in  hia 
court  than  any  lawyer  in  Toronto. 

He  was  also  an  intimate  friend  of  the  late  Col.  Fit/Cibbon, 
the  pdlant  soldier  of  J<S12.  In  his  3'ounfjer  days,  sa^'^  from 
1887  to  J8()(),  he  was  w^orldly,  althout^h  an  attendant  on 
the  Chuich  of  Eniiland. 

He  showed  me,  a  year  before  he  died,  some  correspond- 
ence he  had  with  Col.  Fitz^ibbon — we  were  talkinjjf  about 
the  pMitleman.  The  Colonel,  at  the  time  of  this  corres- 
]-)ondence,  seemed  to  l)e  very  reliprious  and  talked  about 
the  future  life. 

]\Ir.  IMcKenzie  mentioned  a  curious  incident  that  the 
Colonel  said  once  happened  to  him — indicating  the  preseJice 
of  guardian  spirits  over  us. 

ARE   THERE   GUARDIAN   SPIRITS   OVER   US  ? 

There  were  in  the  War  of  1812-14  many  Indiana  around 
the  regulars,  aiding  them  as  was  the  case  in  the  battle  ol 
Queenston. 

Col.  Fitzgibbon  was  lying  at  one  time  in  a  profound 
sleep,  being  w^earied  with  some  military  work.  He  sud- 
deidy  awoke,  why  he  could  not  tell,  and  saw  standing 
over  him  an  Indian  with  an  open  knife  raised  as  if  to  kill 
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hitn,  and  h«;  spniiif;  siKldonly  up  «iii<l  sei/cMl  the  Tfidiaii  and 
stopped  the  attL'ni[>t. 

Mr.  iMcKonzie  Imd  a  deur  little  i^irl,  under  seven,  very 
intellif^ent  and  religious  in  lier  talk  and  conversation.  She 
fjot  vei'v  sick  and  was  alxMit  to  die,  and  with  ttnirs  in  her 
e^'cs  used  to  talk  to  him  an<l  say  :  "  Father,  3'ou  must  come 
to  me  in  heaven,  where  I  am  ^^oiiiff  to  live  with  the  an<(els." 
She  continually  spoke  ahout  ^oin^  to  heaven,  often  seemed 
to  look  into  the  future,  and  sai<l  she  "could  see  angels  of 
light  in  the  heavens."  He  often  told  me  with  tears  in  Ins 
eyes  of  this  dear  child,  that  it  liroke  his  heart,  and  seemed 
as  if  her  voice  was  sent  as  a  warninuf  to  him  from  (Jod  : 
it  almost  made  nw^  shed  tears.  'I'he  an<''el  child  died  and 
was  carricfl  up  auKjni,'  the  angels,  for  on  earth  slieacte<l  like 
one.  'i\venty-six  yeais  ago  at  Hamilton  a  dear  child  of 
mine  died  of  diphilieria,  named  (,'Iara  /ano,  wliose  disposi- 
tion was  like  .Air.  McKenzie's  chil<],  s(,inewhat.  She  would 
go  into  her  little  bedroom — ditierent  from  all  other  chil- 
dren— and  pray  ;  was  very  innocent  and  passed  from  earth 
in  my  presence  and  her  mother's  with  a  smile  on  lier  face 
to  heaven.  She  was  less  than  seven.  I  have  often  spoken 
of  these  two  little  jdrls  to  Sundav-school  children. 

Mr.  McKenzie  left  the  Church  of  England  ahout  tlie  year 
18(>0,  to  wliich  I  have  alluded,  and  became  a  most  devoted 
and  loving  Christian  man.  We  have  talked  on  the  subject 
of  religion  perhaj)s  hun<beds of  times.  He  Joined  the  Primi- 
tive Brethren  Society  of  Christians,  and  used  to  preach  and 
pray  with  them  for  many  years  until  his  death.  Plis  wife 
was  equally  zealous  as  a  Ciiristian,  and  they  are  both 
with  their  child  in  heaven  among  the  glorious  bands  of 
angels  who  praise  God  for  ever  and  forever. 

His  conversations  used  to  do  me  a  great  deal  of  good, 
so  I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to  speak  of  it.  It  may  like- 
wise do  others  good.     A  future  life  of  glory ;  yes,  that  is 
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tiju  iriost  f^loi'ioiis  of  all  amotions,  with  .lesus  who  tlirl  on 
the  (JroHH  for  uh. 

'rh(3  Hruthron  (and  I  liave  known  Imndreds  of  th«'n») 
have  1)0011  Iho  means  of  convortinif  to  (Jod  and  to  Cliris- 
tianity,  countloKH  liundri'tlsof  dear  people,  men  and  women. 

The  lato  Major  Oldii^iht  was  an  eminent  member  of  tliis 
Hociety,  and  led  the  life  of  a  (Miri.stian — devoted  to  the 
Jirethren.as  was  Lord  (V^cil,  of  wliom  I  spoke  as  converted 
at  Hamilton  hy  "a  voice  speukinfj  to  his  conscience,"  as  ho 
walked  with  his  regiment. 

Major  ()Jdi'i;;ht  was  a  ^'reat  example  to  liis  soldiers  and 
thousandH  of  othei's  in  his  life. 

Sir  James  Lukin  llohinson,  the  son  of  Chief  .Justice  Kohin- 
son,  of  whom  I  luiv'e  had  to  say,  with  sorrow,  for  the  sake  of 
truth,  many  hitter  thin^^s,  lived  and  died  an  eminent  disci- 
)>le  of  the  Society  of  the  Brethren,  who  lollow  very  closely 
the  doctrines  of  the  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  I  am  not 
myself  a  member  of  this  Society,  but  know  wliat  1  say  to  be 
true.  Heaven  is  full  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  who  only 
^o  by  the  name  of  believers  and  Tollovvers  jt*  Him  who 
was  slain  on  the  Cross  for  us. 


\ 


THE    LIFK   OK    W.    L.    MCKENZIE,    BY   CIIAS.    LIXDSEV. 

L^pon  j)erusin<^  tliis  valuable  book  recently,  I  have  found 
many  hints  to  refresh  my  memory  as  to  the  events  of  LSoO 
to  LS37,  whilst  not  in  any  way  copying,'  its  accounts.  It 
is  very  full  of  his  eventful  life,  and  allows  clearly  how  use- 
ful he  was  from  1828  to  1888  in  endeavoring  to  ellect  re- 
forms since  granted  to  Canadians. 

I  think  that  a  second  edition  mi<(ht  in  a  few  years  be 
usefully  issued. 

It  does  not  please  me,  however,  to  have  in  it  so  many  notes 
or  so  large  an  appendix.  In  fact,  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  book  consists  of  these  notes  and  appendix.     It  also 
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filiowH  how  jiist  iiiy  roiuaikH  Imvu  hocii  uliout  sevr-nil 
cluiractcTH  whom  I  havo  (IohouiummI  for  tlieir  vindictive 
and  oppres.sivn  comhict,  and  K;^orton  Ilyer.son'H  political 
ticachery  in  l.S,S<S  and  in  previous  years  in  acting  aj^'ainst 
Canada's  best  interests  in  JMij^dand  and  Canada,  i'sj)ecially 
itt  l<S;Ui-7.  In  a  word,  he  was  an  aid  or  spy  for  tiie  Family 
Compact's  interests.  Mr.  Hume  was  not  too  severe  on  him 
in  this  respect. 

I  have  found  Mr.  Krmatin;^er's  hook  (Tory  as  it  is)  very 
amusinj^  and  uselul. 

McKen/ie  not  only  di<l  his  duty  manfully  after  the  ria- 
'm<^,  hut  seems,  in  1(S.'}7,  to  have  aflvised  actions  that  were 
capable  of  eflectin;,^  his  and  tiie  Reformers'  objects  against 
the  wicked  otiicials  better  than  in  risin^^and  the  alteration 
of  the  day  of  risin<^  was  not  liis  fault.  Mr.  Jiin<l8ey  and 
he  were  wron^  in  saying  that  the  Core  district  was  ready 
to  rise;  this  District  knew  nothin<^  about  it. 


"AND    Tllr.   TWELVK   (iATKS    WEIIK  TWELVE    PEAUES." 

(Ilevehitious  xxi.,  'J I.) 

I  was  oncG  present,  perhaps  seventeen  years  a;^o,  at 
Grimsl)y,  when  the  ^^reat  T.  De  Witt  Talmage — the  sensa- 
tional pre}ich«!r,  then  of  New  York  city — now  of  Washinfj- 
ton — preached  on  the  twelve  f^ates  by  which  all  enter  the 
Holy  Jerusalem  :  "And  the  twelve  <;ates  were  twelve  pearls." 
It  was  to  show  the  justice  of  Cod — the  uselessness  of  mere 
earthly  distinctions. 

Forms,  ceremonies,  names  are  man's  work,  lie  said. 
God  looks  at  the  work,  the  faith,  the  heart. 

Ist.  Who  is  that  entering  the  first  ^ate  ?  It  is  a 
Quaker:  let  him  pass.  But  he  was  not  sprinkled  with 
water  and  did  not  take  the  sacrament.  Let  him  pass,  he 
loved  and  obeyed  God,  has  the  mark  of  Jesus  on  him. 

2nd.  Who  is  that  entering  the  second  gate  ?  It  is  a 
Protestant — a  Baptist,  a  Presbyterian,  a  Methodist,  a  Con- 
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pro^'fttioimiist,  mm  Kplscopilian,  a  DI.Mt'ipIo  of  t'lnMMt,  a 
Christivlc'ljihiun,  a  (J.ilviuist,  a  .MfiioiniMt.  Let  tli».'in  pHSH, 
l)ut  tliry  all  flillcr.  Somu  iHilieve  in  Imptisui  as  e.smjntiul ; 
•OHIO  tlon't.  'I'liey  all  <lifrt'r;  thry  will  not  «(o  into  the  sanio 
pulpit.  The  Kpiscopals  uro  KitualiHts,  havo  curious  cere- 
nionic'H,  Iturnin^  of  cunillcH,  bowings,  suiplices,  chaiitini,' 
boys  ami  i;irl.s:  they  will  not  aiual;;ainate,  will  not  i'rater- 
ni/.e.  How  are  their  hearts  ?  They  love  CJotl,  tliey  lovo 
Christ,  they  lore  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  try  to  do  n^ood  ; 
their  luottoeb  are  the  Lord's  IVayer,  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount.     Let  them  pass  in  I ! 

POSITIONS   OF   fIRF.AT    DANCJEIl — NlCill    UNTO    DKATII. 

In  1837,  wiien  I  was  living  and  practising  law  in  ilaniil- 
ton,  I  went  to  Toronto  to  do  some  business,  and  on  my  return, 
about  halt'-a-mile  or  less  from  Oakville,  in  the  lak»',  our 
steamer  struck  a  sna;^,  a  tree  in  the  lake,  stuck  in  the  mud, 
which  had  probably  come  down  the  river.  It  ran  up  near 
the  hidies'  cabin,  within  a  few  inches  of  the  water,  nuikiufj 
a  hole  a  foot  wide,  which  mit^ht'have  caused  the  boat  t(j  till 
and  kill  persons  in  the  cabin.  It  caused  a  fijreat  frij^ht, 
and  looked  very  terrible  at  the  time  to  me. 

IN  THE  COUNTRY  AT  A  COURT,  ABOUT  THE  YEAR  1852, 

at  Pine  Grove,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Woodbridoe,  I 
had  'ittended  to  a  suit,  gained  it,  and  one  of  the  parties,  or 
some  friend  of  his,  the  losing  P'>'i'ty>  a^  I  su|)pose,  was 
angry  at  mo.  ^\y  dear  wife  and  my  daughter  Julia,  four 
years  old,  were  in  the  buggy  with  me.  It  was  a  close  one, 
the  top  being  up.  On  starting,  the  whitHetree  was  found 
to  be  loose,  the  iron  pin  holding  it  having  been  wickedly 
drawn ;  and  it  knocked  against  the  horse's  hind  legs,  caus- 
ing him  to  run  furiously.  I  had  no  other  chance  to  save 
our  lives  but  to  let  the  liorse  run  as  he  did  for  a  mile  and 
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a  half  furiously  to  the  next  inn,  where  ho  was  guided  into 
a  shed  and  stopped.  All  along  tlie  plank  road  lliere  were 
trees  and  stumps.  If  I  had  turned  liini  ofi'  death  would 
liave  ensued  to  my  wife  and  child,  or  some  of  us.  It  was  a 
terrible  position.  ])eath  seemed  before  us.  I  had  to  hire 
a  man  to  walk  several  miles  with  the  horse  after,  he 
trembled  so. 

My  brother  Ferdinand  came  down  to  see  me  in  1855 
from  I\Iilwaukee,  having  been  in  New  York  buying 
goods.  He  was  on  his  way  home,  in  cold  weather,  in 
October.  I  went  to  Church-street  wdiarf,  which  had  a  "  T  " 
wliarf,  as  I  have  mentioned.  I  bid  him  good-bye,  was  on 
my  way  along  the  "  T  "  the  end  or  top  of  it  before  getting 
on  the  main  whar^'.  It  was  just  dark.  I  tb.ought  I  was 
on  the  main  wdiarf  leading  to  the  land  and  was  just  about 
to  take  a  step  forward  which  would  have  thrown  me  head- 
long into  deep  water,  when  the  whariing(;r,  who  had  not 
been  near  me,  rushed  up  and  caught  me  round  the  arms, 
and  said  •  "  Mr.  Durand,  in  the  name  of  God,  where  are  you 
going  ?  You  are  jumping  into  the  deep  water."  I  was 
thunder-struck  at  tlie  peril  of  my  life.  Have  we  guardian 
angels  ?    What  did  I  say  in  the  early  chapters  of  this  book  ? 

THE    SNOWY,   BLOSSOMING    THORN   TREES   OF  JUNE. 

I  have  alluded  to  my  buggy  rides  in  the  country  with 
my  late  w'de.  Those  rides  w^ere  often  taken  in  my  fre- 
quent visits  to  Division  courts  at  Markham  village,  Rich- 
mond Hill  and  Woodbridge.     I  can  never  forget  them. 

In  June  the  lovely  thorn  trees  of  Canada  are  in  full 
bloom,  and  contrast  with  the  green  meadows  in  the  most 
delightful  month  of  Canada,  The  singing  of  the  thrush, 
so  fond  not  only  of  singing  on  the  thorn  trees  but  also  of 
building  in  them  its  nest,  forms  the  most  enchanting  of 
11  our  Canadian  scenes.      Through  such  she  and  I  used  to 
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ride  to  these  courts,  and  when  she,  with  her  smiling  face, 
sat  beside  me,  my  heart  would  be  filled  with  a  delight  that 
time  can  never  obliterate.  The  memories  of  such  things 
arise  after  two  generations  before  me. 

THE    NAVV    ISLAND   AFFAIR. 

Mr.  Lindsey,  in  McKenzie's  Life,  gives  a  long  account  in 
detail  of  what  took  place  at  the  capture  of  the  Caroline 
steamer  in  1837,  by  Col.  McNabV),  and  justifies  it  as  right 
by  the  law  of  nations.  This  is  doubtful  law.  It  is  open  to 
argument  to  the  contrary.  It  is  not  at  all  clear  that  the 
boat  was  piratical.  He  also  says  one  man,  Durfee,  was 
cruelly  shot,  and  many  wounded,  Americans  on  board  the 
boat.  The  attack  was  made  by  one  Captain  Drew,  R.N., 
and  those  on  his  boat,  but  other  boats  were  ready  to  assist. 
In  all,  60  men  were  on  the  attacking  British  boats  Ca];- 
tain  Zealand,  of  Hamilton,  was  an  active  assistant  of  the 
British.  I  know  him  in  Hamilton  in  1887.  Mr.  Lindsey 
also  seems  to  think  the  boat  went  over  the  great  falls  as  a 
whole ;  I  am  credibly  told  she  burnt  on  the  rocks  of  the 
rapids  and  went  over  piecemeal. 

It  was  a  mean  thing  for  the  American  Government  to 
imprison  McKenzie,  I  believe  for  a  year,  in  Rochester,  for 
breach  of  the  Neutrality  Laws.  No  doubt  some  punish- 
ment of  a  mild  kind  should  have  been  inflicted.  See  what 
the  Americans  allowed  in  the  r'enian  raid  in  1866.  How 
moderate  the  punishment  was  there  on  the  Fenians.  The 
Canadians  were  not  influential  there  in  1 838  ;  the  Fenian 
Irish  votes  were  necessary  in  their  elections.  See,  too, 
how  lenient  the  British  ha'^'"'^  been  in  their  punishment  of 
the  persons  who  raided  President  Kruger's  Transvaal  king- 
dom. Only  nominal  punishments  v/ere  inflicted  on  Dr. 
Jamieson  and  the  others  as  compared  with  this  punishment 
of  McKenzie.  The  aristocracy,  one  of  whom  was  the  Duke 
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oi'  Fife,  were  in  some  way  interested  in  this  South  African 
raid. 

In  the  Navy  Island  attair  the  invaders,  as  at  Montgomery 
Hill,  exhibited  no  generalship,  pluck  or  strategy.  Mr. 
Lindsey  says  tliat  I\IcKenzie  and  liis  friends  appointed  spies 
to  see  if  an  invasion  from  it  upon  Canadian  soil  would  suc- 
ceed, and  found  it  would  from  reports  made  especially  at 
Belleville,  in  the  County  of  Hastings. 

This  was  only  an  isolated  case.  No  invasion  would  liave 
.succeeded  unless  under  autliorityof  the  American  Covern- 
nient,  under  such  a  man  as(Jeneral  Scott. 

The  Americans  knew  how  tyrannically  the  Canadians 
had  been  used  by  the  Tory  party  for  half  a  century.  They 
knew  how  their  citizens  had  been  used  ;  and  this  was  the 
time,  when  public  opinion  was  so  strong  in  favor  of  Ameri- 
cans, if  ever,  to  liave  had  a  war  to  gain  Canada. 

The  English  aristocracy^,  especially  Lords  Jolin  Russell 
and  Melbourne,  were  regardless  of  Canadian  rights.  Rus- 
sell's conduct  to  Lower  Canada  was  insulting  and  tyran- 
nical. Now,  all  this  conduct  is  different.  Lords  Durham, 
Elgin  and  Dufferin  outlined  the  manner  of  using  the  colo- 
nies— as  I  said  above,  the  day  has  gone  to  conquer  Canada. 
There  was  also  on  the  whole  borders  of  Canada,  from 
Sandwich  to  Maine,  a  secret  society. — 

A    SECRET   SOCiETV    OF    HUNTERS 

to  which  I  alluded  in  one  of  my  chapters — which  I  found 
to  exist  when  I  went  to  Buffalo  in  1838,  numbering  as  it 
was  said  40,000  enrolled  Hunters  or  pledged  advocates  to 
conquer  Canada,  who,  in  Freemason  style,  had  grips,  signs, 
penalties,  to  act  under  one  General  Hunter,  leader.  This 
organization  was  prevalent  in  1838-39-40.  Lower  Canada 
was  throughly  alienated  for  a  time  from  England.  Franco 
would  have  aided  the  French. 
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Upper  Cfii^.fulii  wuuM  liuvo  acted  with  sucli  an  invasion. 
'I'hey  lm<l  been  loyal  for  fifty  years  and  liad  been  con- 
stantly disappointed  and  misgoverned  by  England  and  tlie 
colonial  -jpstarts  she  sent  out  as  (Governors.  See  the  re- 
ward Sir  John  ( 'olborne  got  oti  his  return  to  England  for 
his  murders  of  the  poor  French  habitants.  He  was  created 
Loi'd  Soaton, 

The  stupid  Governor  Head  was  sent  back  into  obscurity, 
which  was  only  tit  for  him. 

The  news  of  Navy  Island  were  constantly  communicated 
to  the  pi'isoners  in  jail  secretly  by  their  friends. 

Is  not  this  whole  affair,  including  the  failure  at  Mont- 
gomery Hill  and  at  Navy  Island,  and  the  non-interference 
of  the  Ami.'rioans  in  the  war,  the  secret  society  of  40,000 
Hunters,  evidence  that  God  foresaw  it  w^ould  bo  best  that 
it  should  be  so  ?  Some  will  say,  "  All  nonsense  :  God  doe-: 
not  deal  with  this  world  in  this  way."' 

How  was  it  with  the  Southern  secession  movement  ? 

'J'hen,  if  the  Americans  had  conquered  Canada,  probably 
the  country  would  have  greatly  progressed :  but  whether  in 
twenty-five  or  fifty  years  hence,  although  now  so  slowly 
advancing,  we  will  be  better,  and  they  too,  is  doubtful. 
A  separate  northern  Dominion  is  a  problem  that  may  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative  as  what  is  best  for  us.  Tlie 
Americans  in  that  time,  perhaps,  may  be  separated  into 
different  confederacies. 

ri:maiiks  at  end  of  this  book. 

Our  public  men  are  too  fond  of  partyism.  Tlit^i-e  is  too 
much  abuse  of  each  other — often  too  much  partyism.  When 
<leath  comes,  as  it  did  suddenly  in  the  case  of  Sir  John  Thomp- 
son, and  rather  suddenly  on  Sir  John  Macdonald,  there  is 
an  immense  amount  of  laudatory  talk  expended,  but  during 
life  an  equal  amount  of  abuse,  very  unnecessary.     Therti 
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wore  too  many  monuments  put  up  in  favor  of  the  latter 
jxentleman.  Tlien  we  have  histories  written  of  the  most 
laudatory  kind.  Do  any  suppose  they  are  important  oj- 
true  ?  No  one  in  her  day  was  more  flattered  than  Queen 
Elizabeth,  but  when  her  history  is  closely  examined  she  was 
anything  but  a  true  and  exemplary  woman.  Take  cai'e 
that  interested  flattery  of  the  present  generation  will  not 
lie  set  aside  in  a  century  hence.  Some  persons  who  have 
lived  on  earth  have  been  truly  deserving  of  praise,  an<l 
even  adoration.  I  speak  of  such  persons  as  the  prophets  of 
Israel,  of  Moses,  of  the  Apostles,  especially  St.  John  and  Ht. 
Paul,  but,  above  all,  of  our  Lord  Jesus.  Where  in  this 
airitated  world  of  ours  will  we  see  such  noble  words  and 
grand  advice  as  are  given  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  in 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  in  the  last  chapters  of  St.  John's 
Gospel ;  likewise  by  St.  Paul  in  the  IStli  Chapter  of  First 
Corinthians,  and  13tli  Chapter  of  First  Corinthians  ? 

Public  men  shouM  not  be  in  such  hurry  and  bustle  in 
their  public  conduct — should  reflect  on  the  day  when  they 
must  go  to  their  silent  place  of  earthly  rest  (where  we  all 
nmst  go) — be  sure  that  they  are  acting  under  God's  guid- 
ance. I  have  alwavs  admired  the  words  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coin  :  "  Show  me  what  God  desires  me  to  do  and  I  will  do 
it."  The  cruel  war  of  18G1,  and  the  freedom  of  the  slaves, 
were  acts  caused  by  the  judgment  of  God.  So  with  Wash- 
ington:  his  last  words  to  his  countrymen  were  grand;  it 
vould  be  w^ell  if  they  were  observed  ;  his  great  example  to 
his  countr}^  and  the  world  is  one  that  should  be  ever  rever- 
enced. 

In  our  Dominion  we  should  set  an  e^,  .mple  of  purity  and 
uprightness  in  all  our  public  acts.  Looking  to  what  our 
posterity  should  be  ;  too  little  respect  has  been  paid  to  the 
memory  of  Robert  Baldwin,  and  too  much  to  George  Brown 
and  J.  A.  Macdonald ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  monu- 
ment should  be  erected  to  William  Lyon  McKenzie — if  we 
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arti  to  liav«'  such  tlunf>:s  erected — For  with  all  his  ranks  he 
was  a  patriot,  and  snliered  greatly  at  the  hands  ol*  our  Cana- 
dian country. 

Marsliall  S.  jjidwell  and  Dr.  .Tolm  Vvolph  were  men  wlio 
struii'a'led  nracticallv  I'or  the  a*ood  o\'  tiieir  cuuntrv  For  over 
a  ii-eneration.  'I'he  Faults  oF  the  Faniilv  Coniitaet  in  tlieir  two 
gen(;rations  wei'e  sidtishness,  deep  and  shanieFuI,  and  polit- 
ical vindictiveness.  The  saying  that  "sins  in  tlu'  end  will 
eonie  home  to  loost  in  our  homes  "'  is  nov,'  and  will  ever  be 
I  rue.  In  religion  let  us  be  charitable,  let  our  priests  and 
churches  remember  theii-  so-called  Master,  the  God  who 
foi'med  our  mighty  universe  (see  First  Hebrews),  and  live 
as  if  they,  we  all,  nnist  finally  spend  an  eternity  in  another 
world  of  spirits.  This  life  is  not  our  only  one;  we  must 
live  a<i'ain. 

I.ORD   JOTTX    l;r.SSELl/s    AllBITRAin'    Rl- SOLt'TK^'S    IX    ISrjO, 

coercing  Quebec,  and  taking  the  people's  money  out  of  the 
public  chest,  because  the  people's  representatives  wanted  a 
redress  of  certain  specified  grievances,  one  of  which  was  a 
i-eform  of  the  Legislative  Council,  which  obstructed  (as  it 
did  in  Upper  Canada)  the  popular  action  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  stoi)ped  the  supplies,  were  tyrannical. 

These  resolutions  amounted,  in  fact,  to  taxing  the  people, 
without  representation,  l)y  a  foreign  power.  Such  conduct 
])y  England  caused  the  loss  of  the  thirteen  colonies  of  Ame- 
rica in  1775;  conduct  which  modern  Englishmen,  who  are 
enlightened,  now  think  wrong.  Yet  this  act  of  Lord  Rus- 
sell's was  upheld  by  the  Tories  in  1837. 

Oh  !  wdiat  a  dift'erence  it  makes  "  li'lmse  ox  is  gored ! " 
At  til  is  ending  of  my  book,  which   is   dedicated  to  my 
dear  countiy,  I  feel  in  my  heart  to  say,  God  l)less  and  pre- 
serve it  under  His  kind  Providence  forever  as  a  pfreat  Do- 
minion,  free  to  all  lovers  of  trno  libt-rtv  and  Christianity. 
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CHAPTER   XXIII. 


►Some  mistakes  rectiticd — My  father's  expulsion— His  conduct  juatiti- 
;iI)lo  ainl  lionoruble— Elected  again  iunuediatoly  -  Mr.  Kirby's 
lt;ui)|)lilct,  "The  Annals  of  Niaj^ara,"  very  interestiu;^'— Lord 
.T(jhn  RusMel'sbad  conduct — His  coercive  resolutions  ;  Gladstone, 
then  2(1,  su|)i)ort3  them,  also  Stanley  and  Labouchere — They  were 
the  cause  in  part  of  the  rebellion  in  Lower  Canada,  and  were 
contrary  to  Enti;land's  promise  made  by  Governor  Simeon — The 
Ancaster  mystery  ex})lained— Col.  John  Prince's  cruelty — The 
ari3t<icrats  and  kin|j;s  of  Europe  ;  they  want  another  Napoleon  to 
wake  them  up — Moral  on  future  events  iu  ('anada — The  end. 

So^iE  expliinations,  necessary  as  to  what  1  have  hereto- 
fore said  in  this  volume. 

The  mystery  of  the  Ancaster  deaths  and  hancfings. 
Tlie  expulsion  of  my  father  in  1817  by  the  arbitrary  con- 
duct of  the  then  House  of  Assembly  and  his  immediate 
re-election.  It  will  be  remembered,  by  looking  back  at 
v/hat  I  mentioned  that  there  was  a  mystery  hangin<r  over 
the  transactions  that  took  place  at  Ancaster  in  the  early 
rears  of  the  war  of  1812-14,  which  I  did  not  understand. 

In  the  war  of  1812,  the  family  of  the  Kirbys,  of 
Niacrara,  took  an  active  part.  One  of  this  family,  Mr. 
William  Kirby,  F.R.S.C,  last  year  published  an  inter- 
estint;  and  large  pamphlet  in  the  interest  of  the  Niagara 
Historical  Society,  entitled  "Annals  of  Niagara,"  wdiich  I 
have  tlurino-  niy  writing  of  this  volume  occasionally 
looked  into. 

1st.  It  contains  a  very  interesting  and  probably  correct 
account  of  the  earliest  settlement  of  Niagara  by  the  first 
(T.  E.  Loyalist  people,  who  fled  from  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  made  it  the  base  of  operations,  assisted  l)y  many 
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tribes  ol'  Iiulians,  ('.specially  Joseph  Brant  and  the  Five 
Nations  (the  Senecas,  the  sixth,  seem  to  have  ^one  with 
the  American  revolt!Ms)to  tight  the  revolting  Americans. 

2n(l.  It  also  alludes  to  the  lirst  visits  oi'  tiie  old  French 
Jesuits  to  this  locality  and  other  operations  among  the 
tribes  ol'  Indians  in  Canada,  especially  the  Hurons. 

,3rd.  It  also  gives  a  long  description  of  the  Indian 
nations  in  Canada  and  the  regions  surrounding  it. 

4th.  it  gives,  j)robably,  the  truest  accounts  of  the  battle 
of  Qucenston,  Brock's  death,  and  Lundy's  Lane  battle  on 
the  25th  July,  1814,  and  Stoney  Creek  battle  on  the  (jth 
June,  1(S13.  As  this  gentleman's  parents  were  on  the  spot 
where  many  of  the  proceedings  of  these  battles  took  place, 
much  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  facts  spoken  of. 

5th.  lie  also  speaks  very  strongly  against  large  num- 
bers of  disaffected  people  on  the  lines  of  the  Niagara 
penin.sula  who  left  on  the  declaration  of  the  war  and  took 
])art  with  the  Americans.  E.specially  in  1818,  at  the 
taking  of  Niagara  by  the  Americans  in  May,  1813,  and  of 
two  princii)al  men,  Major  Mallory,  who  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada,  and  taken  an  active 
part  with  the  American  invaders ;  and  one  Wilcox,  an 
iniluential  man,  then  an  inhabitant  of  Niagara,  who 
fought  in  the  American  armies  until  he  was  killed  at  Fort 
Erie  in  1814.  These  two  men  raised  a  troop  of  cavalry 
and  injured  the  loyal  settlers  of  Niagara,  and  were  opposed 
by  Wm.  Hamilton  Merritt  with  loyal  troops. 

THE    ANCASTEll    EXECUTIONS. 

<>th.  lie  .speaks  of  General  Brock  causing  the  arrest  of 
fourteen  traitors  of  Niagara  on  the  lines,  (Canadians)  taking 
them  to  Ancaster,  and  trying  them  there,  I  suppose  by  court- 
martial  ;  hanging  seven  and  sending  seven  to  Quebec  to  be 
dealt  with,  I  suppose,  shot  or  hung.     This  is  the  mystery 
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to  which  I  alludc'l,  and  in  which  J.  B.  Robinson,  tlien 
the  actinc,'  Attorney-(j}eneral  ^^j'o  fern,  in  place  of  Col. 
McDonnell,  killed  at  Queenston  in  October,  1812,  with 
Brock,  (McDonnell  bein^  then  Attorney-General  for  Upper 
Canada)  actc<l.  I  say  J,  B.  Robinson  acted  in  the  pros- 
ecution; but  I  don't  know,  and  it  is  not  said,  whether  they 
were  tried  by  civil  court  or  by  court  martial. 

It  is  stran^^e  that  no  public  account  is  given  of  tliis 
affair.  Of  cour.se  there  must  be  in  old  records  in  Canada 
or  England  some  account  of  wliat  was  really  done ;  I  am 
not  going  to  say  (being  ignorant  of  it)  how  .1.  B.  Robinson 
acted  in  the  matter. 

7th.  Then,  according  to  the  Book  of  Annals,  there  were, 
in  1818,  constant  skirmishes  between  the  Canadians  and 
Canadian  Indians  with  the  Americans  and  their  Indians, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Niagara  in  the  summer  of  1813,  after 
Niagara  was  captured,  and  after  the  American  defeat  at 
Stoney  Creek.     Skirmishers  quite  sanguinary  at  times. 

8th.  Then  the  Annals  describe  the  defeat  of  the  American 
Col.  Boerstler  wi!,h  700  men,  who  went  to  dislodge  Col. 
Fitzgibbon's  force  at  Beaver  Dams  in  1813.  In  this  aft'air 
Mrs.  Laura  Secord  very  valorously  and  loyally  figures, 
(for  going  through  woods  and  creeks  to  notify  Col.  Fitz- 
gibbon) ;  but  it  seems  to  me.  from  the  "  Annals,"  that  the 
Indians  had  captured  the  Americans,  or  at  least  nearly  so, 
before  Fitzgibbon  finished  the  capture.  The  Indians  were 
numerous  and  had  skirmished  with  Boerstler  a  long  time 
oravely. 

jmOCIv's    RASHNESS   AT   QUEENSTOX. 

The  "  Annals,"  in  its  description  of  the  battle  of  Queen- 
ston,  shows  th\t  General  Brock  was  very  foolish  in  ventur- 
ing up  the  QueensLon  Heights  in  the  face  of  a  larger  force 
to  dislodge  the  Americans,  when   by  waiting  for  General 
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Sheatt'e  i'roin  Niagara  and  the  Mililia  from  Chippewa  he 
could,  without  risking  his  life,  have  defeated  the  Ameri- 
cans, as  Sheaffe  did  in  the  afternoon.  It  will  he  recol- 
l<;cted  that  I  spoke  of  my  father  having  sent  Lieutenant 
liughson,  of  his  company,  to  wai'u  Brock  to  be  careful. 

By  his  rashness  he,  Brock,  lo.st  his  life,  and  greatly  in- 
jured the  Briti.sh  cause  thereafter,  by  Ids  i)remature  denth. 

lie  was  vQvy  impetuous,  hiisty,  perha]js  too  dictatorial. 
Rt member  his  conduct  to  his  men  at  their  mutiny. 

My  father's  expulsion  from  the  Canadian  Assembly  in 
1(S17  was  for  his  manly  protest  against  too  much  military 
rule  by  Governor  Drunnnond,  put  on  for  a  tinu;  as  Ad- 
ministrator. The  cau.se  of  this  expulsion  retlects  credit  on 
James  Durand,  sen r.,  becau.se  he  stood  up  for  the  liberty  of 
the  people  at  the  time.  (See  Lijidsey's  Life  of  McKenzie, 
page  310.) 

The  Covernor  in  power  had  been  empowered  to  allow  the 
ffabeas  Corpus  Act  to  come  into  operation  after  being  sus- 
pended during  the  war,  Col.  Drummond,  (governor  pro  fern, 
illegally  kept  the  Act  .suspended.  In  consequence  of  this, 
severe  .strictures  had  been  made  bv  Mr.  .James  J)urund 
on  this  breach  of  the  lil)erty  of  the  subject,  which  was 
construed  by  the  House  of  As.sembly  into  a  lil^el,  and  he 
was  expelled.  1  have  heard  one  Nicol,  of  Niagara,  was  the 
chief  actor  in  it.  He  went  immediately  to  the  people,  and 
was  re-elected.  This  is  the  way  I  understand  it.  (See  as 
above,  page  310.) 

SIR  PKREORINE    MAITL.XND, 

prior  to  1820  and  up  to  1825,  seems  to  have  favored  James 
Durand,  and  appointed  him  registrar  for  Wentworth  and 
Halton,  held  by  him  until  March,  1833.  I  have  referred  to 
this  in  a  prior  cba])ter. 
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McKcnzic,  I  holicvc,  raised  objections  to  Mr.  Diiraiul 
i'oi' his  .support  ol'  Governor  Maitland,  an<l  (leorjj^e  liairiil- 
to:i,  of  Hamilton,  was  elected  in  his  place  in  Wentworth, 
probably  in  l!S22  or  1824. 

NotwithstandiiifT  this  temporary  estnnifjenient  Mr.  Du- 
rand  snitportcd  McKen/ie  and  the  Reformers  in  1828  and 
up  to  his  death. 

Durincr  the  expulsions  of  McKen'  "O  times  there  were, 
ai'tor  l<S.'U),  two  McNabbs — one  Alhi  .  mcNabb  the  member, 
and  his  brother  David  the  Serj[reant-at-Arms ;  the  latter, 
forcibly  put  McKenzie  out  of  the  House,  at  the  order  and 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  a  most  irreffular  thing. 

LOUD    AYLMER,  (JOVERNOU    IN    LOWER   CANADA, 

in  a  case  of  one  Mondelet,  held,  before  1830,  that  the  House 
oi'  As.sendjly  by  resolution  could  not  legally  expel  a  mem- 
ber legally  elected.  His  decision  was  upheld  in  England. 
This  decision  would  clearly  make  the  expulsions  of  McKen- 
zie illegal. 

Although  expelled  for  cause — even  good  cause — if  the 
people  again  sent  him  back  he  goes  to  the  House  a  new 
II; an ;  as  if  a  person  be  pardoned,  he  is  re-instated  in  his 
former  rights,  and  it  is  an  insult  to  the  (^ueen  or  King  who 
gives  the  j)ardon  to  deny  this  effect.  Yet  this  was  the  way 
Hagerman  acted  to  me,  as  well  as  J.  B.  Robinson,  by  his 
words,  "  Are  you  back  again  ? " 

It  is  really  shocking  to  read  the  accounts  of  the  conduct 
of  these  men,  Hagerman,  McNabb,  J.  H.  Boulton  and  Mr. 
Peter  Robinson  in  their  expulsion  movements. 

THE    DECLARATION   OF   WAR   BETWEEN    THE    NORTH    AND 

SOUTH,   IN    18G1-2. 

In  this  great  movement  I  took  from  the  first,  as  did  the 
Glohe  newspaper,  a  very  active  stand  in  favor  of  the  North  ; 
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the  CaiiJidi.ui  Tories  an<l  'I'oiy  nowspapers  took  a  ^taiwl 
hof«tilo  ^ifeiioially  to  the  Nortli  ami  cncoumf^cd  the  Southcin 
ftla\e  owners  ajiioii^'t  ns. 

1  wHSHoniotiiiies,  in  ti'UNclliii;^'  tlirou^li  the  count ty,  { tVom 
thifc  preju(lic«')  in  i'ear  of  l)o<lily  dan<;er.  I  W(.'nt  to  Detroit 
at  one  time  umhM'  a  jva«s[)()rt — wrote  many  letters  in  the 
Globe  in  favor  of  tlie  Noith.  I  feel  j)rou<l  of  the  stand  I 
took,  and  helievc  (lodwas  with  thj  Noith  in  this  move- 
ment for  lilierty. 

It  is  Hai«]  40,(H)0  Canadians  eidisted  in  the  arndcH  of  the 
North  dnrini"  the  war. 

En^dand  liad  many  years  befoie  paid  over  S2."),()0(),()0()  to 
emancipate  the  West  India  slaves,  and  it  was  a  disgrace 
that  a  nation  callin<(  itself  a  model  republic  should  upliold 
the  abominable  doctrine  that  one  nian  could  own  anotlier  as 
a  beast  of  burden,  a  mere  connnercial  chattel,  aufl  could 
use  liis  negro  women  for  adullery;  yes,  barter  away  as 
*;oods  his  half-blood  sons  and  daughters. 


TFIK   TUllKATENED   ASSASSINA'I  ION    IN    TOUOX'K)   (>F    W.    L. 

MCKENZIE    IN    IS'JT, 

which  compelled  him  to  leave  Toronto  and  go  into  the 
country.  'J'his  threat  no  doubt  was  made.  A  man  made 
an  affidavit,  by  the  name  of  Howe,  before  Mr.  .).  If.  Price, 
that  he  overheard  members  of  the  Executive  Council  dis- 
cussing it  as  they  walked  near  him. 

Mr  Lindsey,  at  page  37,  voh  2  of  his  book,  .says  a  letter 
was  sent  to  me  in  that  year,  signed  "15rutus,"  saying  that 
such  threat  would  be  carried  out;  but,  if  so,  it  is  forgotten 
by  me.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  getting  a  letter  from 
an  anonymous  writer  "  Brutus." 

I  believe,  however,  if  McKenzic  had  not  gone  into  the 
country  some  villain   uould  have  tried  to  take  his  life- 
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RKMIMSrJKNCKS   OF   (  MAIII.KS    DlTllANI), 


Did  not  WilliiUii  JolmHon   Kerr   try  to  do  ho  in  1832 — oi' 
wliich  I  Imvc  spoken  ols(!Vvhero  i     How  did  Krir  know  but 


that  liis  hludL,'oon  would  kill  him  ? 


IN"   rm':  Ki.KfTioN  in  wkst  touonto  townshii*, 

at  his  nieetiii^H  they  would  liavt;  killed  him,  tlu^  most  vi  >- 
lent  ))oinf(  tlie  Oranj^emen  in  l<S.*i7.  In  the  discusHion  of 
Lord  Jolui  IiUHKeir.s  reHolution.s  against  Lower  Canada  1 
find  that  Mr.  Gladstone  spoke  in  I'avo'  of  tlieni.  Wliat  a 
shameful  act!  He  was  tlien  only  2(5.  Ifow  clumped  is  he 
who  went,  wlien  in  power,  for  Iioland's  Home  Rule  Bill  ^ 
He  has  been  a  very  inconsistent  man  in  his  time,  although 
now  and  heretofore  in  favor  of  Armenia's  people  and  now 
atron^^dy  advocates  the  cause  of  (jlreece. 

I'OF.ITIOIA.NS  AUK    VKUV    INCONSISTENT. 

I  was  never  so,  and  he  is  only  one  year  and  a  few 
months  older  than  1  am.  Labouclicre  and  Stanley  also 
spoke  that  way.     Stanley  has  always  been  inconsistent. 

Look  back  at  what  1  .say  as  to  Simcoe,  our  first  (Jovernor, 
in  1792,  and  at  his  speech,  and  you  will  see,  he  says,  we  are 
to  have  in  Canada 

AX    EX  \CT   COPY    OF   THE    BRITISH    CONSTITUTION  ! 

Could  not  such  men  as  these  see  his  promise  ?  What  ;in 
arrogant,  inconsistent  set  of  noodles  many  of  the  aristocracy 
are  in  England  ! 

It  is  at  this  moment  the  ignorant,  luxurious  aristocrats 
an<l  imbecile  kings  of  Europe  that  stand  in  the  way  of 

OREECE  NOW  GKTTINO  CRETE, 

and  are  upholding  that  (as  Gladstone  calls  him)  infamous 
assassin  and  debauched  tyrant,  the  Sultan  of  Turkey.     We 


OK   TOKONTO,    UAUUI.VIKU. 
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want  unotlu'r  Napoleon  tlio   Fir.st  to  nwiko  some  of  these 
iiT'iiarclis  troinblc  on  their  thrones. 

Yes,  Lord  .Jolm  IvUHsell's  rosohitions  sot  aside  the  princi- 
ples of  the  America**  RevoUition  of  1775,  and  the  Knt^U.sli 
aristocrats  need  not  )raise  and  uphold  thi.s  revolution, 
whilst  grantintjf  to  a  larj^c  extent  their  Monroe  Doctrine, 
wlien  they  useil  Canada  a.s  they  ilid  in  1<S;}7. 

THE  CONDUCT  Of   COl..   JOHN    I'UlNCli   OF    KS.SKX,  IN   18;{7-3.S. 

This  Tory  l*2nf^lishinan  was  the  tool  of  the  Toronto  Conj- 
]»act  faction  for  many  years,  and  acted  in  a  xary  arbitrary 
way  in  the  County  of  Essex.  He  took  a  number  of  the 
invaders,  in  1838  who  came  from  Michinran;  and  one  latch 
of  them,  numbering  eight  or  more,  he  ordered  to  be  shot, 
without  trial  or  court  martial,  "and  it  was  accordingly 
done"  as  he  said. 

In  1895  I  was  at  Sandwich,  and  it  was  told  me  that  the 
bodies  of  the  slain  were  all  laid  in  a  plot  in  a  burying- 
})lace  there,  and,  as  I  understood,  quite  exposed  to  view. 

Prince  was  at  last  rewarded  by  a  County  Court  Judge- 
ship at  Sault  Ste  Marie,  where  I  believe  he  died.  His  name 
was  hated  in  Essex  by  many. 

I  intended  to  say  a  good  deal  about  him,  but  this  will  do. 


THE   JiATTLE   OF   THE    RIVER    THAMIiS. 

.  The  "  Annals  "  of  Niagara,  Mr.  Kirby'  shook,  upholds  the 
conduct  of  General  Proctor  wrongly  in  this  battle.  He  says 
nothing  as  to  his  running  away  from  the  great  Indian 
Chief  Ti  cumseh  and  his  warriors.  His  is  not  the  opinion 
generally  of  military  men.  Why  was  Proctor  court-mar- 
tialed ?  I  don't  know  the  result.  He  wanted  the  war- 
rior chief  to  run  off  without  any  attempt  to  fight. 

I  cannot  see  how  any  person  can  justify  such  conduct  in 
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I'JvMINIsrKNCKs    or    (  IIAI!IJ;.S    DCMAND. 


;i  l*ritisli  (''(sruu'ul  wlio  1  ad  jcccixrd  such  sitjiifil  .'.crviccH  frutn 
IIm'  liKlians  us  lie  liud  in  Micliii^Mii.  I  wrote  a  pofiin  on  this 
fjfrcjit  warrior,  ;ui< I  il"  room  would  allow  I  would  put  in  Hor/io 
v('rs(js  li(!»'('.  'riu- day  is  ;^oii(i  wImmi  ludians  will  (;V(;r  hfi 
a5^aln  t;iii))loy('d  to  .'iny  j'xtcnt  in  Anicj'iojin  wiirlarc,  and  i 
think  W(;  will  not  in  oiu"  liiftiuK'  sc*;  any  inon;  such  wars  as 
wc  hav(;  had  in  (jiir  now  pcaccl'id  times.  ( ^urscd  Ix;  the  man 
wlio  causes  them.  ()nr'(h;stlny  shouM  he  tohuild  Uj)  a  in'cat 
i)(jminioii,  atwi  il'  we  ar»^  I(;t  alone  loj'  a  ^..^eneration,  it  will 
he  HO  stron;^  that  the  (Inited  States  will  I'osixjct  our  ])o\vor. 
'V\\c  homogeneous  natuiM;  oi"  th(!  twopeojih;  shouhJ  make 
tlieni  maintain  eacli  otlier's  widiar*;.  Yet  man  is  pro)ie  to 
quarrel.  See  now  tin;  state  of  i*]ui-oj>»;.  Cliristianity  is 
our  Ijopc!.  It  only  can  save  the  world  in  a  p<!acei'ul  mo'ie- 
if  ])ro})ei'ly  ol)Serve(|. 
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MUA'I'TA. 

I.  C.  A.  Ha^'cn.:;ui  I'Iitoih  will,  with  all  our  earc,  occur 
iii  a  lar^(^  l)o<.k  like  this.  I  find  1  hav(!  ini,stak(^ti  the  fact 
ot*th(;  niarrin^rj.  ni"  Mr.  lla<r..riMan.  Mrs.  N(:wl)i<(^rin^r  wa,H 
his  iiiec.',  not  his  wife.  She  is  ri(nv  a  v<'ry  a^^^-d  lady  Mrs. 
Charles  MeCJnitli,  wil'*-  u\'  th(!  late  (Jharh^s  Me(;n)th,  acre! 
Hi).  livin;(  on  l'(;t(!r  stre(!t.  Mr.  Ila^ernian  was  first  niar- 
ricl  t(.  a  sistrr  oi"  the  Int.-  ilU'wS  .Justice  Macatilay,  then 
luaiTi.Ml  l.wie«!  al'tc^rwards,  to  two  .liflV.rent  Knojish  ladies. 

ii.  'riMM-aniilicatioiiH  of  tin;  foUJidiir.s  of  th(;  lamilies  of 
the  ;:o-ea.lM'd  "  i''aniily  ('onipa(;t  "  were  extraordinary  ;  lik(i 
the  l,ratieh<-s  of  a  tree  .•iit..i-winiti((  with  each  other.  (See 
chap.   10  of  thi^;  1)mo1<  ) 

:>,.  1  <|,,n  {,  h.'lieAM;  in  one  ehainlHir  ordy  in  th(!  Le«riHla- 
tiu-e  ,  it  is  d.Lii;;'-rou,s  the  inend)ers  of  one.  cl»arnl.<!r  work 
into  earl,  othi-r's  liands.  It  is  j.ossihle  to  have  a  "  family 
compact"  amoi;^.;-  I.ilx-rals  as  well  as  amcjnf;'  Tories. 

4.  It  is  im))Ossihle  to  wi-it(;  a  lar^^e  history  without 
"tieadin^  on  someone's  toes."  Ilemeird)er  the  story  in 
"yKso[)'s    ^ihles"  <d"  th(;  old  man,  his  son  and  his  donkey. 

f)  Inspea,kin^^  i.f  Sir  Allan  McNahh's  death  it  is  said, 
"Ids  wifi;,  who  att(;nded  'ti  him,  was  a  (Jatholic,  and 
Catiiolie  priests  conse(iueiitly  a.tten<ied  at  his  house;"  hut 
itsuiuis  his  late  (Jatholic  wife  was  not  livin;.'-,  a,nd  the  lady 
who  attended  on  1dm  was  the  wife  of  his  late  hrother 
David  and  was  then  livin<;  witli  hiu!  ;  also,  tlie  name  of  hi.s 
th'st  wife  was  Mis.  "  i'>rooke  "  h.d'ore  marriage,  and  not 
Miss  "  Ih-ooks"  as  sp«;lled. 


